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Regd. No. 817

A & N Islands Small Scale Wood Based
Industries Association (SSI)

Regd. Office:- Office:-

Garacharama A-3 Municipal Market
PORT BLAIR Delanipur Port Blair

Ph No. 50254 Ph.No. 89603/89528/43884

PRESENTATION BY SHRI SRI CHANDER, PRESIDENT, A
& N ISLANDS SMALL SCALE WOOD BASED INDUSTRIES
ASSOCIATION BEFORE PROFESSOR SHEKHAR SINGH
OF THE INDIAN  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION, NEW  DELHI  COMMISSIONER
APPOINTED TO ASSESS STATO OF FOREST IN A & N ON
HIS VISIT TO THESE ISLANDS ON 16" DECEMBER 2001
AT CIRCUIT HOUSE, PORT BLAIR, SOUTH ANDAMAN.

May it please your honour,

We the members of the A & N Islands Small Scale Wood
Based Industries Association have the pride and pleasure m extending
our most sincere and cordial welcome to the Commissioner Prof.
Sekhar Singh appointed as per the direction of Hon’bie Supreme of
India to assess the state of forest in Andaman & Nicobar Islands to
one lush green Islands territory profusely honored with your august
presence amongst us today.

Sir, we do believe, with your vast experience and technical
expertise vou shall assess and appraise the Hon'ble Supreme Court st
India to ameliorate the long outstanding problem of economically
weaker section of Industries registered as SSI for over all
development of the Islands and engaged n poverty alleviation

prograimine.

Sir. we take this opportunity to place before vou our
orievances regarding conditions prevailing in these Islands and
rol being plaved by us being owner of Small Scale Industries in
all sphere for development of the Islands without disturbing the
ecological balance on sustainable basic. '
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That Sir, In Andaman & Nicobar Islands Wood Based
Industries was setup in the late 60°s and early 70’s. The
entrepreneur’s specially local and unemployed youths were
encouraged by the Andaman Administration to boost up therr
unit with an assurance of supply of timber on sustainable basic
at reasonable prices. From time to time, these Industries were
encouraged to extend their capacity to generate more and more
employment/ revenue from wood based sector. In wood based
sector around 50 % of population of these Islands were directly
or indirectly involves in the large/ medium/ small/ tiny
Industries. The Andaman & Nicobar Administration has been
providing regular volume of timber at an affordable price to all
the Industries.

That Sir, The Industries under Small Scale Sector were
providing better economy in these Islands. The Administration
was earning around 80% of total revenue from the Wood Sector
Industries. A large number of local unemployed youth of these
Islands are working or managing 35 units as per (ANNEXURE-
A). The forest resources of these Islands are one of the most
precious and abundant natural resources available in these
Islands. Out of the total 8249 Sq.K M about 7171 Sq. KM areas
are under forest cover out of which about 2150 Sq.KM 1s being
managed as production forestry area comprisiag about 30 % of
the total forest area and rest 70 % is being set aside as protected
area on account of various reserves keepmg in view the
ecosystem. The main forest resources are Timber, Can,
Bamboos for the use in the Industries. Timber is basic raw
materials for the Saw Mills/ Pencil Stat/ Match Splint/ Furniture
Units. Most of the Pencil Stat/ Match Splint SSI Units are not
functioning due to very higher cost of Soft Wood legs and

thereby economically unviable.

That sir, We must appreciate the present extraction
svstem of the Forest Department, which is as per the guideline

Lotiisne & lJ\.;tJ(,Ll{ 11l e

of Govt. of India and approved working plan. Area harvested i3
being regenerated i scientific way there by original vegetation

is being created even after harvesting. Harvesting of fimber has
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the fact that as against 1.30,000 cbm of harvest in the past Since
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V)

V)

Vi)

VD)

last three years about 35,000 cbm of timber has been annually
harvested and our forest are capable of producing this much
timber on sustainable basic without disturbing ecosystem. The
present requirement of Small Scale Units is well within the
productivity capacity of our production forest arca.

That sir, the SSI Units are having very limited
requirement of timber logs if made available to SSI Units per
annum to meet the local need of these Islands. The forest
department has fixed the Annal Quota for each SSI Units. They
supply timber to every unit on payment of the cost fixed by the
Administration for the timber logs, which is being extract, by
the forest department from the area as per the approved working
plan.

That sir, the SSI Units are playing a very vital roll in
these Islands by providing sawn timber for the construction of
house especially by the weaker section of these Islands, timber
is being used in construction of RCC building. These Islands
falls in the seismic zone 6 where construction of RCC building
is not at all advisable as per the experts. More than 80 % of
total population of these Islands are staying in the rural area and
they prefer to construct wooden building. If sawn timber s not
produce by the SSI units, than the general public particularly
rural population and population below poverty line will have no
means to construct their houses.

That sir, the Hon ble Supreme Court has given direction
to Andaman Administration to stop forthwith  the
Conversion/Utilization of timber from the naturally grown
trees. The Forest Department vide letter dated 27/11/2001
(ANNEXURE-B) has stop the conversion of logs which is
laying in the factory premises of our members and made the
workers to sit idle. On the other hand 1f the SSI Units are not
allowed to convert/Utilize the stock of timber logs laying m
their units it will get deteriorate and will not have any value in
the market thereby SSI Unit which are already sick unit will be
put in financial hardship besides thousands of people will by
thrown out of employment.

That sir, as a matter of fact all living things have definite
life span and the same is applicable to forest about the ETOWINE
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stock put annual increment and for harvesting this is taken int to
account to keep the capital stock intact only matured timber is
extracted. However if matured trees are not harvested, with
pace of time it will have its natural death thereby it will result in
permanent loss to Nation besides such over mature and dead
trees will create unhygienic condition for the forest. Keeping
scientific line in view harvest of timber required by our SSI unit
for its survival and for development of our Islands will be at
scientific line and at the same time removal of timber to such
extent from forest will not have anmy effect on ecological
balance of the Islands.

That sir, if the order of Hon"ble Supreme Court remain in
force stopping the Conversion/ Utilization of alreadv felled and
logged timber during the year 1999-2000 which were purchased
by SSI unit it result in complete deterioration and 1t will be a

big National loss in crors.

In view of above position we pray that :-

(4) All the SSI units may kindly be allowed to convert the
logs available in their unit and in transits.

(B}  No export of logs should be allowed from the Islands.

(C)  The SSI Units should be encouraged to make the
maximum use of timber by treatment, by adding the
value addition products for which financial
help/technology may be provided.

(D} To meet, the jocal demand of timber the forest
department may be allowed to extract logs as per the
approved working plan prescription and continue to
supply the same to SSI unit as in the past for their
survival,

(F}  All the Small Scale is having huge financial Habilities
from Banks/ Private firancer. Ip case, the



Copy to -

Administration gives direction to close the SS}
Units. They should be paid suitable compensation
for their investment.

We do hope and pray sir, that you will kindly consider

our request as afore mentioned and convince the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India to consider our grievances for our
survival and for betterment of the Islands.

Once again we thank you sir for your visit and giving us

chance to place before you our grievances.

Y ours faithfully,

For A & N Islands Small Scale Wood
Based Industries Association

Enclosed : As per above.

1)

4)

A
—

P %sident

The Hon’ble Lt. Governor, Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Raj Nivash, Port Blair with the request to kindly use his
good office for constdering of our grievances.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, Van Sadan, Port Blair with the request
to kindly apprise the matter to the Commission appointed
for the purpose.

The President, Andaman & Nicobar Chamber of
Commerce, Port Blair with the request to kindly take up
the matter bcfore the Commission.

The Secretary (Industries) A & N Islands Administration,

]
Port Blair with the reguest to kindly take up the matter

before commission.

The Hon,ble Member of Parliament, MP House, Port
fh

Blair with the request to kindly look in to the matter.

-

/
Sresident
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LIST OF SMALL SCALT INDUSTRIES AND THEIR ACTIVITIES

1)

2)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

M/s Vanapana Pencil Wood Industry
Garacharama, South Andaman

M/s Bamamurgan Pencil Industry
Sippighat, South Andaman

M/s Andaman Cottage Pencil Industry
Prothrapur, South Andaman

M/s M.S Pencil Slat Industry
Sippighat, South Andaman

M/s Bharat Splint Manufacturing Industry
Manpur, South Andaman

M/s Andaman Cottage Match Industry
Garacharama, South Andaman

M/s Arasan Cottage Match Industry
Bhatubasti, South Andaman

M/s Andaman Wood Products.
Junglighat, South Andaman

M/s Sea Island Saw Mill,
Ograbranj, South Andaman

As Raj Kumari Saw Mill,
Jungligat, South Andaman

As Kamaksht Furniture Save Mill,
Sippighat, South Andaman

M's M.S Timber Industry
Sippighat, Seuth Andaman

M 's Teja Engineering Products
Dundes Point, South Andaman

Pencil Slat/
Sawn Timber/
Match Frame Works

Pencil Slat

Pencil Slat

Pencil Slat

Pencil Slat/
Sawn Timber

Pencil Slat

Match Splint/
Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Wooden Boat/
Woaoden Furnitures



14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

24)

25)

26)

M/s Mukesh Lali Saw Mill,
Dhinikhari, South Andaman

M/s Dori Lall Saw Mills
Junglighat, South Andaman

M/s Dori Lall Saw Mill,
Prothrapur, South Andaman

M/s Raj Shipping Timber Industry
Dundespoint, South Andaman

M/s Silverjublee Saw Mill,
Kadakachang, South Andaman

M/s Island Wood Products,
Hevelock, South Andaman

M/s Vinay Lall Saw Mill,
Astinabad, South Andaman

M/s Wood Link Products,
Mayabunder, North Andaman

M/s United Match Timber Camical,
Mayavunder, North Andaman

M/s Mayabunder Saw Mill,
Mayabunder, North Andaman

M/s Durga Saw Mill.
Diglipur, North Andaman

M/s Bepart Wood Industries,
Diglipur, North Andaman

M/s Samanas Trading Company.
Aerialbay, North Andaman

M/s Andaman Wood Link Products,
Mayabunder, North Andaman

MY/s Green Island Timber Industries
Rangat, Middle Andaman

Sawn Timber

Sawn Tinmber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawi Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Penct] Slat

Match Splint/
Sawn Timber/

Venecer/Pencit Slat

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawr Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

PNy



29)

M/s Rehabititation Multipurpose Co-
Operative Society Ltd., Rangat,
Middie Andaman

M/s Island Industry,
Hutbay, Little Andaman

M/s Asia Timber Product,
Hutbay, Little Andaman

M/s Elephant Saw Mill,
Campbell bay, Great Nicober

M/s Ram Saran Saw Miil,
Cambell Bay., Great Andaman

M:s Chuk Chuki Saw Mill.
Crar Nicobar

M/s Kanuse Saw MilL
{ar Micobar

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Match Sphnt/
Pencil Slats/ Veeneer/
Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

Sawn Timber

For A & N Islands Smafl Scale Wood Based

Wood Based Industries Association

<7

President
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OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
SOUTH ANDAMAN DIVISION

AN

Wimberlygunj, dated the 27" November, 2001

Circular

Subject: Compliance of Hon'ble Supreme Court Judgement dated 23.31.2001 in IA

502- Regarding

The Hon'ble Supreme Court has now ordered vide Judgement dated 23.11.2001 in

1A 502 that no naturally grown trees will be cut by any one and no saw mill, veneer or
plywood factory shall utilize any nawrally grown trees with out further orders from
Hon'dle Supreme Court.

Therefare, you are directed to stop forthwith the conversion/utiliziion of timber

from naturally grown trees in the industry and ensure compliance
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Divisional Forest Officer
South Andaman Division

M/S Silver Jubilee Mulitpurpose Saw Mill, Kadakachang
M/S Sea Island Saw Mill, Ograbraj
M/S Mukesh Lal Saw Mill, Dhanikhari

. MYS MLS. Timber Industnies, Sippighat

M/'S Pencil Slat Industnies, Sippighat

M/S Andaman Cottage Match Industries, Garacharma

M'S Arasan Cottage Match Industries, Garachaima

M/S Vana Pana Pencil Wood Industries, Garacharma

MYS Balamurugan Pencil Wood Industries, Teylarabad

M/S Kamakst Funmuture Saw Miil, Teylarabad

M/S Andaman Cottage Pencil Wood Industries, Protharapur

M/S Donlat Saw Mill, Protharapur

M/S Derilal Saw Mill Junglichat

M/S Andaman Wood Products, Junghghat

M/S Raj Kumari Saw Mill, Junglighat

M/S Vinay Lal Saw Mill, Austinabad

M/S Tera Engmeering Products Frivate Lamited, Namunagar

M/S BSMI(Pencil Siat) Industries, Manpur

M/S BSMI (Saw Mill) Industries, Manpur 51?
Mis ATy G eldr S a



Regd. No. 817

A & N Islands Small Scale Wood Based
Industries Association (SSI)

Regd.Office:- Office :-

Garacharma A-5 Muncipal Market
PORT BLAIR Delanipur, Port Blair

Ph. No- 50254 Ph.No. 89603/89528/43884

BEFORE PROFESSOR SHRI SHEKHAR SINGH OF THE INDIAN
INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION , NEW DELHL
COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE GOIL MIN OF
ENVIRONMENT & FORESTS TO GIVE REPORT ON THE
STATE OF THE FORESTS AND OTHER ALLIED MATTERS AS
DIRECTED BY THE HONOURABLE SUPREME COURT , ON
HIS VISIT TO THESE ISLANDS FROM 16" DECEMBER 2001 .

May it please your honour

We are very grateful to your honour for giving a patient
hearing of the grievances of the members of A & N Islands Small
Scale Wood Based Industries Association at the Circuit House on 16-
12-2001.

During the cowse of our discussion , vour goodself
wanted to know the difference between the mainland states and these
islands with regard to protection of our forest wealth , vis-a-vis illegal
extraction and consumption of timber by unauthorized persons.
Although our members had explained the position / procedure
prevailing in these islands , we still feel it better to elucidate it further
so that there is no scope for ary misunderstanding on the issue.

In the mainland States , harvesting of timber 1s done by
the private contractors on the basis of coupe system. the timber
harvested from the forests could be removed within one or two days to
disposal points by road transport in the same state or other states



adjacent to it due to fast communication system. This system is
inherent in malpractices/illegal felling or utilization of forests wealth
because of the following factors.

1. Here, harvesting of timber is done as per the prescription of the
working plans approved by Govt. of India. Such harvesting is done
only by the Forest Department or Forest Corporation and no
private persons are allowed to enter the forests for harvesting
purpose.

2. Programme of harvesting by above Govt. Agencies are pre-
determined and Extraction coupes for every year are identified and
boundary of such coupes delincated/cut. These coupes are properly
enumerated giving details of Tree Nos. Species, Volume etc. which
are recorded in the Enumeration /Felling Control Registers. Logs
Stock in the forest Depot, Road Depot, Ghat Depot, Export Depot
ete, are duly accounted for properly by the Government officials
then and there. These stock registers are tallied with disposal
registers which again is tallied with the original Felling Control/
Enumeration Registers.

3. Timber Logs are allotted to timber based industries annually , by a
committee constituted by the administration , Chief Secretary used
to be the Chairman and the PCCF, MD of Forest Corporation etc,
the members. Quantity allotted to each unit is decided on the basis
of the various factors including their performance m the previous
year. The annual quantity atlotted to gach unit is distributed to
various Forest Division/Forest Corporation . Value/Price of such
timbers are also fixed on annual basis by a different committee n
which also the CS is the chairman and PCCF etc. members . The
timbers allotted to each wood based unit is taken delivery of by
mem in installments according to their financial capacity
Generally vatue of the Timber plus Income Tax is deposited in the
State Bank of India in advance and chalan produced to Iorests
Department / Forest Corporation, on receipt of which only delivery
orders is issued by the D.F.O forest corporation on receipt of
Delivery Orders, the specified quantity of timber is delivered by
the R.O./Depot incharge cencerned in the outlying areas from



where water transport is arranged by the Industrial Unit concerned
most of the Timber is supplied from Middle and North Andamans

where timber logs from Forest/Ghat depots are transported over
road to export depot.

. For transportation of logs to Export Depot , Transit Pass indicating
Truck No. Species, No of Logs, Volume etc. is issued for every
trip of truck. These detaiis are checked in various check posts on
the way.

. In the Export Depot also , a consolidated T.P. is issued indicating
the name of Ship No. logs quantity volume etc. after exercising
due check at the time of loading in the ship for transportation of
logs to Port Blair. Which is compared with the original
specification of the logs issued by the supplier. As the logs are
transported by open sea in the ship , the ship, crew also keep
correct tally of the number/volume of logs for recovery of frieght
etc. Before the ship is permitted to leave the loading point, harbour
authorities also check the logs to recover wharfage duty @ Rs. 20/-
per Cbm, and issue the ship leaving permission.

. On reaching the logs at Port Blair Harbour, the Port Management
Board and the Muncipal Council also keep records mdicating the
number of Logs, volume etc, on the basis of which they recover
Port charges/Wharfage (@ Rs. 20/- and Octroi on them.

. After Unloading the logs from the ship, they are transported by the
truck to the S.S.1. unit on the T.P. isued by the D.F.O. S.A. or his
nominee, who also issue the T.P. for every Truck load, after
checking the number of logs, volume, Species etc. etc. with
reference to the original specification received form the Suppliers
(DFOs etc) in the outlying station. At last Such Trip TPs are
consolidated and checked with the original specification to detect
any error at the loading end in the ship.

. All the S.S 1. units maintain proper record of logs showing opening
balance of the round logs with source received during the month,
logs converted into sawn timber and quantity of logs remained
¢closing balance at the end of cach month . similarly for sawn
timber also separate account and register 15 mamtaned showing



quantity of Sawn timber at the beginning of the month, quantity of
logs received by converting logs, quantity of sawn timber disposed

by sale and closing balance of sawn timber at the end of each
month . This accounts of logs and sawn timber is checked by the
Forest officials from time to time. Besides all the S.S.1. unit submit
monthly retumn of round logs and sawn timber to the D.F.O, CF.
and ultimately it reaches the P.C.CF. thus by this way effective
check without any loop hole is exercised upto top level of the
Forest Department with reference to the timber allotted to each and
every S.S.1. Unit, since there is only one source of receipt of logs
LE. from Forest Department by S.S.1 unit there is no any chance
for any type of mal practice.

9. It may not be out of place to mention here that working in these
island is quite different from that of any other state of mainland
because in these island working is strictly as per various Rules and
procedure framed by the Government are bound to be violated at
the instance of the members of legislative assembly and other
politician for their personal gain. In mainland there is a strong
nexus between politician between politician and person engaged in
the forestry oriented work but in our territory we feel proud to state
that we are doing our work honestly without any nexus with
politician under the dynamic leader ship of the Hon'bilitity.

From the above it may be very clear that unlike in the
mainland states, there is seldom scope for any illegal activities here
because the same logs are checked by different Government agencies
several times at different points/places. Moreover, it take a minimum
of 6 months time to reach the logs from harvesting pomt to the
consumption points during which periods, they are under the process
of transportation and are liable of checking at any time by different
Govt. Agencies. '

We are also enclosing herewith an Inventory of logs in stock with
the units of cur members alongwith these logs which are in transit.
We have aiready paid the value of these logs after arranging loans
from Banks or other sources on heavy interesis. These logs,
particularly , the softwood are highly perishable and are deterioration
day by day causing huge loss to the SSI Units. As the conversion of
the fogs is stopped , the workers are also idling forcing us to make



heavy payment towards idle wages, electricity charges, etc. without
any outturn from 27" Nov. 2001.

We will be highly obliged and grateful to your honour, for your
kind action in getting an interim order from the Honourable Supreme
Court allowing us to convert our present stock of logs and those in
transit, without any further delay.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

A&N Istands Small Scale Wood Based
Industries association

(/“”03\ P o™

President
Copy to :

1) The Hou'ble Lt. Governor, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Raj
Nivash, Port Blair with the request to kindly use his good
office for considering our grievances.

2) The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Andaman &
Nicobar Islads, Van Sadan, Port Blair with the request to
kindly apprise the matter to the comumission appointed for
the purpose.

3} The President, Andaman & Nicobar Chamber of Comimerce,
Poit Blair with the request to kindly take up the matter
before the commission.

4) The Secretary (Industries) A & N Administration Port Blair
with the request to kindly take up the matter before
COMIMISSION.

5) The Hon'ble member of the Parliameni, MP House, Port
Blair with the request to kindly look into the matter ;o 7} a1

i ;/-‘*""r_,j&_,\ Ve |

AEkidedt,



A &N I Small Scale Wood Basad
Indusizies Association

STOCK OF 881

UNITS AS ON 27.11,2001,

S1

Loegs in Mill

Legs in Transit Tetal Apprex-

Ne . Name ef the Unit & PRl Qty. imate;
H/Weod S/Wood H/Weed S/Weed C,.B.M Value.
C.B.M C.B.M
B %) TG (o) (s) (7)____(8)
1. Hajkumari Saw Milil 311 18 301 375 1005 52,333,000
2. Arasan Cettage Match
Industries,G/Charma. 352 40 324 304 1220 69,58,000
3. Vanapana Pencil Wweed
Industries,G/Charma. 86 33 423 33 575  33,81,000
4, GSamarias Trading Ce.
5. Mukesh Lall Saw Mill
Dhinikhari. 153 - 300 - 454 19,47,000C
6. Bharat Splint(Mnf)
Indss:, Manpur. T - 150 - 157 9,56,000
7. Andaman Cettage Match
Industries, G/Charma. £0 - - - 60 4,880,000
8, Andaman Cettage Pencil
Weed Inds: Prethrapur, - - 235 - 235 15,995,000
9., Deri Lall Saw Mill,
Prethrapur. - - 116 - 116 9,28,000
10. M.S.Timber Industrias, n
Shippighat. 162 - 100 - 262 18,96, 000
1. M.S. Pencil Slate ‘
Inds: Shippighat. - 51 - - 51 2,5%,000
12. Islands Industries,
Hut Bay. 1 - - - 1 7,060
13. Kamakshi Furniture Saw
Mill Werks, Shippighat.1b0 - - - 1506 12,000,000
14, Silver Jublee Maltipurpese
caw Mill, Kadakachang. 45 - 10 - 55 4,200,000
15. Teja Enginesring
Preduct, Hut Bay. - - s - o -
16. Derl Lall Saw mMill
Jungiighat. 10 - - » %0 80,000
17. Bala Murugan Pencil
Weed Inds: Sippighat. - - - - - -
18. Andaman #cod Product,
Junglighat. T = J2E, 20 14,402,000
Centd: .2,/"" ]



A & NT Small Scale Wood Bazed

Indystriee Association
T —— — 2/_.'.t..

(1) (2) (3) (4) (3) (6) (7) (8)
19. Mayabunder Saw Mill.

Mayabunder. 37 - 35 - 72 5,06,000
20. Green Island Saw Mill

Rangath. 50 - 50 - 100 6,50,000
21. . .. Durga Saw Mill, '

Diglipur. - - - - - -
22. Bepari Saw Mill,

Diglipur. 39 - - - 35 2,455,000
23. Sea Island Saw Mill,

Mithakari. - - 85 - 85 5., 10,000
24, Raj Shipping & Timber

Inds: Dundespoint. - - - e 5 -
2%. Island Weed Preoduct,

Havelock. - s - & - -
26. Andaman Weed Link Saw

Mill, Mayabunder. 75 - 100 100 275 9,00,000
27. Reheblitatien Multi-

purpese Seciety,

Nimbudera., - - - = - -

TOTAL :- 1856 142 2371 82 5181 3,90,0 4,000

AT g T D — T f— —— ) P i e T T A28, i - o s

un“——n——-n—_——-g—.-—m—.-—_“—-—mnu—-. Bl T r—

A & N T Smali Scale Wood Based
Industzies Associstion
() T
Prks dent '



Telephone

: 32006

: ﬁnciaman @iﬁmm@ew @ﬁ U simmence & (Qnaé@wéﬂaz;

Vo

{ Affiliat.ed with Bharat Chambar of Commerce, Calcutta and Member
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry, New Delhi )
GURU NANAK MARKET % ABERDEEN BAZAR

FPost Box No. 119 % FPORT BILLAIXE -'7%<4% 1OE

Commissioner Appointed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court to
Conduct Survey on State of forests in A & N Islands.

Professor Shekhar Singh
Camp. Port Blair.

Dear Sir,

At the out set we warmly welcome your. appointment as
Commissioner by the Hon’ble. Supreme court to conduct an
independent survey and submit a report on the state of the
forests of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

This has actually met a long standing demand of the industry
as over last two years the entire Wood Based Industries have
been going through a severe crisis mainly due to reducticn in
the availability of raw materials which has resulted in two of
the major units having closed shop. This chamber has
continuously been advocating the need for an independent
and professional survey to ascertain - the exact quantity of
timber that can be harvested from our forests without effecting
the environment and ecology of the place.

This chamber which is the apex body representing trade and
industries of these islands received with great shock the first
supreme court order dt.10/10/2001 banning cutting of all
naturally grown trees and subsequent. order dt. 23/11/2001
extending the scope by stopping the utilization of even the
already felled timber. | Cont...2->

v femorandum Submitted to Prof. Shelchar Sfgh ... \e\2Y o\ .



Telephone

32006

ﬂncéaman @fu&méer (9£ @ommerce & c{)nc!usirq

( Affiliated with Bharat Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta and Member
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry, New Delhi }
GURU NANAHK MARKET 3z ABERDEEN BAZAR

Post Box WNo. 119 x PORT BLAIR-74<4 101

The above orders have infact brought the entire industrial
sector of these islands to a grinding halt and the affects of the
same is being felt in all sectors of the economy viz Trade,
Transport , Shipping , Stevedoring etc.

As of today , over 60C0 cbm of timber valued at 3.5 creres,
legallv purchased by Wood Based Units are lying in stock of
which over 30 percent is of the Soft Wood category which will
detiorate very fast. Kven in the Hard Wood the recovery
percentage will drop drastically if the processing is not done
n time.

Over and above this we understand that large volume of
timber is lying with the forest dept and the forests corporation
in the different depots all over the islands. The value of the
stock can be estimated to be over 25 crores.

Sir, The Wood Based Tndustries were started in these islands
way back in the early 1900 with the primary objective of
tapping the natural resources, €g:- timber from the forests and
provide gainful employment and subsequently overall
economic development.

In the earlier stages the Wood Based Industries were Govt..
saw mills at Chatham, subsequently a unit set up by WIMCO
for match splints. As the demand grew numerous simall units
proeducing saw timber , Mateh splints and pencils slates were
Sel Uik

Cont...3->

&
5
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Telephone : 32906

ﬂnclaman @lmm{éer oﬁ Csmmerce & c()nclusirq

( Affiliated with Bharat Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta and Member
Federation of indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry, New Delhi )

GURU NANAKK MARKET x ABERDEEN BAZAR
FPost Box No. 119 % PORT BLAIR-'?&& 103%

The incentive and help provided by the local administration
was ensuring full quantity of required raw materials induced
entrepreneurs to set up their units in these islands in spite of
the major disadvantage of not having a local market.

During the period of late 1950 and early 1960s three plywood
units were invited and set up with the assurance of availability
of raw materials from the forests .

To promote further industrialization in the wood based sectors
the Govt. Of India set up ANFPDC and invited entrcpreneurs
from the mainland to establish units with the incentive of easy
availability of raw materials.

The extraction of timber up to 1980-81 was being done in a
planned manner as per the requirements of the local
industries and the highest extraction was undertaken in 1980-
81 which was 167000 cbm. However, since then the extraction
has been gradually reduced over the years and now it stands
at only around 60000 cbm. '

It is pertinent to mention that various reports made by Govt.
Agencies on the basis of surveys and assessment have

confirmed that almost 300000 cbm of commercial timber can
be harvested annually from these islands on a sustained basis

Cont...4->

12.
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( Affiliated with Bharat Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta and Member
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry, New Dethi )

GURY NANAMKM MARKET % ARBRERDEEN BAZAR
Post Box No. 119 x PORT BILAIR-7424 101

As of today there are about 38 Wood Based Units in the
medium and small sectors in the business of manufacturing
plywood, veneer, match splints, pencil slates and sawn timber.
These units directly employ over 5000 people apart from
supporting a hosts of down stream and upstream projects in
the transport, shipping , and services sectors.

In addition the Andaman Nicobar forests plantation
development corporation and the forests dept. itself who are
the only timber extracting agencies extend direct employment
to over 5000 people and similarly support a host of other allied
business activities providing gainfull employment..

It would not be incorrect to say that as of today the wood base
sectors is the backbone of the economy of this islands and an
estimated 50000 people are dependent on the same. It
generates over 40 crores revenue thru timber price, royalty
and excise duty to the Govt. Of India and the total
disbursements made by the wood based sectors in these
islands could be estimated at another 40 crores .

In the background of the facts preseated above we hope you
will appreciate the total dependence of the island’s economy
on the wood based sector and therefore the catastrophic
effect on the socio economic fabric of the islands, suspension
of felling of trees would have .

Cont...5->
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{ Affiliated with Bharat Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta and Memb.er
Federation of indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry, New Delhi )

GURU NANAK MARKET x ABERDEEN BAZAR
Post Box No. 119 x PORT BILLATYTR -'7<4<4 R0}

ng .................................... @ate ’

These islands due to very conducive climatological factors
support a variety of tree species useful for wood based
industries and studies by experts have indicated that these
islands come under one of the highest potential productivity
zone and since no other industrial raw material is found here
technoeconomic survey opined that socic economic
development of the islands should pivot round development of
forests resources and industries based on such resources .

In the event the Wood Based Sectors is closed down. the
retrenched workers will have no alternate for deployment
eisewhere due to lack of employment opportunities and this
will put direct pressure on the forest through encroachments,
illegal fallings , poachings which will be extremely difficult to
stop in view of the large linear distance of over 750kms north
to south.

Sir, forests is a community of trees and other bio-entities
which grown under particular locality factors and is not static
as it is though to be. It is dynamic and because of interaction
of vegetation with soil the composition changes over a period
of time . In forestry terms, it is termed as progression which
ultimately reaches a climax . Therefore, it is not correct to
assume that the present composition of the forests will be the
same over a long period of time if left undisturbed .
Cont...6->
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( Affiliated with Bharat Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta and Member
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GURU NANAK MARHET 2 ABERDEEN BAZAR
Post Box No. 119 x PORT BLAIR-74<4 101

In order to maintain the forests in its present state it is
necessary to adopt a suitable silvicultural system. For this the
1slands after a long yrs of research adopted the Andaman
Canopy Lifting Shelterwood system.

The forests harvested are regenerated naturally under
shelterwood and leaving all trees below exploitable girth which
has been prescribed at 180cm girth at breast height in the
current working plans. Only when a particular forests area is
clear felled and some new set of species is planted it effects the
existing eco-system. To sound an alarming note on the
harvesting of timber on scientific principles of sustained
annual yields is not appropriate. and ill found

The Geographical area of these islands is 8240 sq. km. Of
which 7171 sq. km. Is forests area,. After setting out various
areas of bio-reserve like sanctuaries and national parks only
about 2150 sq. km. has been put under productive forests .
This already is a very conservative approach which we feel
should be reviewed to enhance productive resource and avsil
of the bountiful gift of nature contributing to high potential
productivity in order to sustain the existing industries and not
cause further harm to this tottering economy.

In the light of the above submissions we would conclude by
fervently appealing to you to reccomend to the apex court the
following in your.report : Cont...7->
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( Affiliated with Bharat Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta and Membar
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GURU NANAK MARKET x ABERDEREN BAZAR
FPost Box No. 119 % PORT BLAIR-'744 101

1. The ban on utilization of timber already felled must be
lifted immediatly so as to ensure that commercial timber
already felled is utilized .

2. Harvesting of Timber be allowed to continue on the basis
of availability under the principals of sustained annual
yield in order that the need of the exsiting local units are
met.

3. Export of wood based products like plywood, vennier ,
match splints, sawn timber and other value added
products should be encouraged after meeting local
demand .

4. A holistic view of the socio economic condition ot thess
islands should be taken n the forests resoursese should

be put to optimum use for the benefits of the people of
the land.

5. More forests area should be brought under intensive
management so that taey are protected from poaching
and encroachment.

Cont.. 8
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Date....

In conclusmn we sincerely hope that all the submlssmn in the
this memorandum will be given due weight-age since
otherwise we are fearful that the ban on felling of trees if
continued will cause irreversible affects on the very fabric of

society leading to dissatisfaction and unrest amongst the

people at large .
Thanking vou
Yours faithfully

For Andaman Chamber Of Co}nmerce and Industry

-Mohd—.—Hr—Jadwet““—

( President )



Asia Timber Products Private Limited
DOCTORS COLONY, POST BOX No. - 23 RORTBLAIR - 744 101
PHONE : 33162 GRAMS : ASIATIMBER
20-12-2001

To

Prof. Shekhar Singh,
Commissioner.

Sir,

While presenting before you the adverse impact on the socio-
economic condition of these islands due to the order of the Honble
supreme Court imposing restrictions in felling and conversion of trees
grown naturally in these Islands by the Andaman Chamber of Commerce
& Industries on 16-12-2001, you were pleased to enquire from us to
submit a brief note on our Unit at Hut Bay, Little Andaman and work out
the price and quantity of timber at which we break-even.

Ours is the only Unit engaged in manufacturing veneers for
Plywood, block board, flush doors etc. We have to manufacture the
veneer sheets meeting the exacting needs of the consuming industries.
The products are mainly Face Venners of varying thickness below 1 mm
and Core Veneers of thickness 2 mm and 2.4 mm. In these broad
product categories again there are various grading depending on the
quality.

In December, 1993 the Andaman and Nicobar Administration
assured us supply of the following quantity of timber of veneer quality:

Hard wood ply logs - 2500 m?
Soft wood - 6500 m>

Although the above quantity was assured, quantum. cf supply
started falling from the year 1998-99. While we were getting lesser
quantity every year steep increases in prices were made which we could
not absorb as prices of Plywood was static — rather it came down due to
competition from the imported products.

Our Unit is situated at about 5 kms from the harbour at Hut Bay. In
Little Andaman, except for another small Saw Mill there is no wood-
based unit. We do not get power supply for the Unit except for lighting.
We have to transport HSD and other inputs from Port Blair for captive
power generation, which is 110 kms away, to run the Unit. Veneer units
of our size in mainland need not do any packing as they can be
transported in loose form by trucks. But our material is subjected to
oceanic transport which requires sea worthy packing. In addition, wage
rates including other amenities are aiso comparatively much higher. Thus
our cost of production is mugh higher than in mainland. Inspite of these

REGISTEAED GFFIGE | BOOPATHY BUILDINGS, VIRUDHUNAGAR ROAD, SWAKAS] - 62€ 123, TEL : ASIATIMBER PHONME @ 22422
TNGST. R.C. Ne. 6020209 L 368 CSY No 481757 Ot 26-2-80
FACTORY : HUTBAY - 744207, LITTLE ANDAKMAN ASN ISLAKDS, C.5.T No, 140/78 Dt 10-8-78 GRAMS : ASIATIMBER
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disadvantages specific to Little Andaman we have been running the Unit
although in 1999-2000 we sustained heavy losses. We have the current
labour strength at 105 which has the potential to increase to 160
workers round the year. We have been employing local people including
Bengali settlers and Nicobarese settled at Harminder Bay. In the absence
of any other industry, closure of the Unit will have a very adverse impact
on the local economy. Already the effect is perceptible because we have
laid off the Unit.

As desired by you, we are enclosing herewith a broad calculation
sheet to show at what price and what %age of installed capacity our
Unit breaks even. At prices which was prevalent in 1999-2000 we break-
even at 85% of the capacity.

In this context, we like to submit our opinion on the Tribal Reserve
in Little Andaman which we have formed after consulting experts. We
have 101 Onges (1998) in Little Andaman. For them a vast land of forest
area has been declared as Tribal Reserve. Subsequently settlement of
displaced persons from erstwhile East Pakistan was established more
than 30 years ago apart from establishing the Nicobaree settiement at
Harminder Bay. Onges were already exposed to the outside world and
they were sought to be settled on land for which coconut plantations
were raised and pucca dweliing houses were constructed. They are also
supplied clothes and food items. Once these steps have been taken it
cannot be reversad.

There is a misconception that the Onge popuiation dwindied
recently after forestry activities were started in Little Andaman, Forestry
operations were started in 1977. Onge population was recorded as 87 in
1981 census and in 1998 it is recorded as 101. There had been a drastic
slide in their number only between 1901 and 1951. We understand the
reason lies elsewhere in their social custom of marriage and other
reasons. In the forest they collect tubers of Dioscorea species which has
contraceptive properties.

In Tribal Reserve, there is no bar in working the forests with least
disturbance to the eco-system. Unlike in the National Parks where the
. wild life is sought to be preserved, the whole biomass has to be
preserved so that the food chain is not disturbed. For the " tribal
population we have to see on which of the produces they depend. Onge
hunt pigs, coliect honey‘ and also collect tubers as stated above although
they donot depend entirely on them because the government provides
food items. Trading on these and collection by others are prohibited.
According to the Working Plan the forests are worked under a conversion
period of 75 years which means 1/75" area is worked annually. As the
regeneration period extends upto 3 years, 3/75" ie. 4 percent of the
area is under intensive management at a particular time. Therefore, a
juvenile forest is left which will provide richer resources while retaining



the existing ecoOsystem. In view of this, we request vou to take a
rational view in the matter and recommend to take a positive and holistic
approach.

A very critical issue of far reaching effect on the course of future
development of Andaman and Nicobar Islands has been raised which will
affect the present generation as well as the future. We are confident Sir,
you will be equal to the occasion and submit your valued
recommendation to the Apex Court in keeping with the exigency of the
situation. '

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,
For Asia Timber Products (Private) Ltd.,

[A.B.Cha avarty] b

Adviser

20,
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dut Pay, Little Andaman.

ara rryBER PRODUCTS (P) LTD.

-

Tnstalled Capccity 9000 CBM Per annum

Statement showing Colculation of Brea

Timbeﬁ as percentage of Capacity .

k-Even -Point of intate of

Particulars. C100% 85%b 7 5%
;. Timber consumption per month 750 CBH &40CBY 560 CBY
5. actual Production in CBI 298 CBY 424.75 CBY  372.25 CBH
3. Yiela ¥ercentage 66.36% 66, 36% 66.30%
s. sace Core fiatio 142 86 14: 86 . 143 86
5. " dctual Production in SHI  3,31,241 si{ 2,682,180 SHT 2,48,1035K1
&.
COST WORKING | RS. S, RS,
5. Timber Cost 33,97,000 28,70, 500 25, 44,000
e Hanujactufing Cost
{a). rariable cost Wl 42 ) SHi 8,01,605 6,82,875 6,00,409
(b). Fized cost 4, 42,000 4,42,000 4, 42,000
§. TOTAL COST =2 |
{(Col.Vo.64+=C0l. 0.7a +7b } 46,40,003 39,95,375 35,806,408
2. oale ralue 47,014,929 30,97 ,03/ 35,322,659
10. Aesult + 74,326 +1662 ~53,750
JorE: - Cost of Pimberat rata jired jor 19992000

Sale wrice ig current ruling orice gdr=¥octory.

Break-even-point is at 85%

21.



y Industries Ltd

KIT/KOL/ 3 Q/V 15th December, 2001

Prof. Shekhar Singh

Commissioner, Ministry of Environment & Forests
Govt. of India -

Camp: Port Blair

A & N ISLANDS.

Dear Sir,

Sub: Closure of our Plywood unit located at Long Island, Middle Andaman.

Most respectfully we would like to refer to the order dated 23-11-2001 of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court which directs “Till further orders the Administrator,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands is directed to ensure compliance of this court’s order
dated 10-10-2001, namely, no naturally grown tree will be cut by any one and no

saw-mill, veneer or plywood factory shall utilise any naturally grown trees without
further orders from this Court™.

Under these directions we had to stop the utilisation of all “Naturally Grown Trees”
either indigeneous or imported as the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s order did not
specify only “indigenous naturally grown trees”. Accordingly the entire operations
of our unit has come to a halt and we had to declare the suspension of work from
dated 10-12-2001.

Sir, we are a medijum sized only running plywood mill left in Andaman Islands as
the other two plywood mills had to close down their operation last year due to
decreasing supply and increasing prices of timber by the Forest Department.

Sir, we are located on an isolated island which is approx. 85 K.M. from Post Blair
and is connected with Bi-weekly ferry service only. There is no jetty at Long
Island. The entire loading and unloading of cargo is done in the mid-sea and towed
by our private boats.

Contd....p/2...

“White House'» 119, Park Street, “A” Biock, 4th Floor, Kolkats-700016. Cable:KITPLY
Phone: 229-3340/42/43/44,2175549,2175367, Fax: +91-33-2495609 email: kitplyl@vsnl.com
Reod.Office: Rugsacora Road. Tinsukia 786125 { Assam). Phone: 338119/335323/48. Fax: 335320
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The entire population of the Long Island is 4500 only which is totally dependant on
this unit as there is no other source of income. Currently we are providing
employment to approx. 600 workmen including 310 permanant staff & workers. All
staff & workers have been provided with residential quarters.

Our annual requirement of round timber is 18,000 cum. We have been totally
dependant on Forest Department and Forest Corporation Ltd for our requirement
of round timber. The entire timber extraction work is conducted by the Forest
Department and Forest Corporation only. The timber is delivered to us at the
designated “All Weather Depots™/ shipping point. The private persons/industry is
not at all involved in the timber extraction work. As such there are no chances of
any illegal timber felling.

Sir, if it is felt that even this volume of timber ,which is drastically reduced after
closure of two other plywood mills, cannot be sylviculturally made available by the
Forest Department, we shall have no alternative but to close down the unit.

We trust you will understand the situation and recommend our case suitably.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,
For KITPLY INDUSTRIES LTD

(ANTL BANKA)
Director

‘“White House™, 119, Park Strect, “A™ Block, 4th Floor, Kelkata-700016. Cable: KITPLY
Phone; 229-3340/42/43/44,2175549,2175367, Fax: +91-33-2495009 cmaii: kitplyliavsnl.com
Reod.OMfice: Runcagora Road. Tinsukia 786125 (Assam). Phone: 338119/335323/48. Fax: 335324
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ANNE XURE - A

TOTAL TIMBER EXTRACTION DURING LAST 10 YEARS

Target Achioved
Year Cbm
1988-50 117,746
199182 | e e 108660
1992-93 | _ 125,480,
1993-94 . 130,136 |
1894-95 Ll 135,523
1995.95 | 126,579
1996-37 | 107,769 |
1897-98 - o 77097
1998-99 ‘ . 62 481
1999-00 Datas not yet available but seems to be
around 30000 chm - N

Source - Basjs Statistics, Directarate of Econemics and Statistics,
Andaman & Nicobar Administration
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HMOVEMENT OF TIMBER PRICES FIXED BY THE FOREST

_9EE&BIP}EET..ESQE‘.’_Z‘E_*E_5_”_555_.1.2§2:29_29-2999:2991

~--Gurjan_______ Other Ply

rate (per & increase rate (per cbm) & increase

SBB) e TTTRRee
1989-90 2190 - 2040 -
1850~91 2730 24.,66% 2346 15.00%
1991-92 3050 11.72% 2580 9.97%
1392~93 3500 14.75% 2950 14.34%
1593-94 3850 10.00% 3250 10.17%
1984-95 4240 10.13% 3630 1r1.€69%
1995-g¢ 4450 4.95% 3810 £ G5y
19%6-07 5i1¢g 15.01% 4382 15.01%
1997-08 6392 24.89% 5149 i7.50%
1998-99 7000 9.51% S8040 1Z2.64%
18946-00 7600 8.57% 6100 5.17%
2000-01 8000 5.26% 5400 4.92%

3 - 67 PETY P € Ly

zézhuléiive increase 265.30% 4{15 213.73%

"White Heuse’, 115, Park Street, "A” Block, 4th Floor Knlkate- 700 G116, E-mail kitplyl@vsnlner
Fhone ; 228.3340/42/43:44, 2175B48/2175367, Fax: 097-33.2495000
Rsad Ofie Rungavors Road, Tinsukia. 766 124 {Asseme Fhore - 330325 338408 Fax . 07.0774 2353or

R
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TOTAL TIMBER EXTRACTION DURING LAST 10 YEARS

Target Achieved

1989-g0

1991 31-92 L . 103,660
1994 Q3 d e 4 _ 125,480
s |- :jj
1894-95 ! . 135,523
TQQS -95 126,579
FQQS a5 ‘ 107,769

1997-68 . . 77,097

1998-99 L _ S 62 481
{1999 Q0 Datas not yet avaitablo but seems to pe
T [210und 30000 ¢bm — |G

Souile . Basis Statistcs, Directorate of Economics and Stanstics,
Andaman & Nicobar Administration



&Aplq Industries Ltd

Comearision of é?erage timber cost (Mainland Vs

-=-B2L2210n oI average timber cost (Mainland Vs_Island)
MAINLAND
Last_year prige Current_year price
30% Malaysian/ rate per Amount rate per Amount
cbim cbm
Myanmar = = = =  ZSSeeecws cmmmee Shmeemmen cmmeeo
Keruing or Gurjan 13571 4071 11362 3408
70% Local Bardwood 3800 2660 3800 2660
6731 per cbm 6068 per cbm
ANDAMAN_ISLAND_
70% Gurijan 8400 5880 -
30% Other ply logs €800 2040

1) In Andaman island we have not added the inter island
Transporting charges as we are giving transport subsidy
on the freight.Rs.400 per cbm has been added for whartage
loading and unloading etc.

2) The overall and face veneer recovery in imported legs is
minimum 15% higher than local gurjan timber.

'White House’, 118, Park Street, A’ Block, 4th Floor, Kolkata-700 016, E-mail : kitplyl @vsnl.net
Phone: 229-2340/42/43/44, 2175649/2175387, Fax: 091-33-2455009 i . 71
Regd. Office : Rungagora Road, Tinsukia-786 125 {Assam) Phone ' 335323, 332403, Fax: 31.0374.335320 & Te
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INDIAN NATIONAL TRADE UNJION CONGRESS
ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS

K, Shawii Krichns Office ; Gandhi Bhavan,
Fresident Port Blair- 744161

Duie; vg. 72, 20/

1 .vaIiEI'_.
s At Port Blaur)

I on behalf of INTU.C. A & N Island: and on my own behslf extend
wa welcome to vor on vour short visit to fhose Ts :
on besng with us. Your present vizit to these lclan :

from the point of view of firture development of this bacl 1+}I‘{§ union t TrHOrY.

iz and also ff_m.:mm
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Regd, Ne. 802 o 36226

ANDAMAN FURNITURE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

Mailing Address :-
M/s JAMUNA TRADERS, o5 SUNGLIGHAT, &3 PORT BLAIR - 744103

Ref No. AF17 - 24 f2co] Date...L8.:12:22/

To,

The Commissioner,

Ministry of Environment & Forests,
(Camp at Port Blair),

Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

Sub:- Prayer for conduct proper enquiry and save the small scale furniture
Industry and immediate solve the problem, arised after the Hon’ble
Supreme Court order I.A. No. 502 reg.

Respected Sir,

In the behalf of Andaman Furniture Association we welcome vour tour as a
Commissioner appointed by the Ministry of Environment and forests for conduct enguiry
and report for Andaman & Nicobar Island. We would like to bring your kind
consideration the following facts which arises after stopped timber sawing in Govt. and
private saw mills after the order of Hon’ble Supreme Court LA, No. 502 and saw mills
stopped sawing timber from 01.12.2001.

Sir, there are more than 135 SSI Furniture Units running and more than 5000
wood based workers engaged in the jobs.
Production and carpentry works for furniture’s 1000 + workers.
Sale counter and shops showroom 300 + workers.
Handicrafts and wood carving works 500 + workers.
Carpentry works in buildings and other woad works 2000 + workers.
Daily rated wood collector in mills 200 + workers.
Businessmen’s in wood based items 500 + traders.

Dy o oS 195 B 1

Sir, nearly 5000 peoples are engaged in wood based works and business means
15000 peoples, family and children’s are managing their daily livelihood from the timber
business and works. The two Govt. saw mills is running in these Islands and one is the
famous Chatham Saw Mill which is the largest Saw Mill in Asia and it is the pride of
Andaman and India. Which is famous all over the world because every day 100 of

national and international tourists are visiting and the only Govt. saw mill which 1s



Recd. No. 802 B 36226
ANDAMAN FURNITURE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

Mailing Address :-
M/s JAMUNA TRADERS, % JUNGLIGHAT, 9}' PCORT BLAIR - 744103

GRef’ Wo, q)aie

Sir, Andaman is a hilly area and any time natural disaster can happen. Few years
ago in Campbell Bay there was Farth quaked but no damage has done because of the
wooden frame building.

Sir, if the stated facts considered, we think that Environment, life, jobs and forests
also can save. We Jove the slogans “Save Tree, Save Life”. We want to say “Save
Trees. Save jobs Save Lives™ After close down the mills the labours, children’s and
families are in fear. More over after 3 months there is a final School Examination and
the children’s education also effected because of their parents job are in danger due to
stop of sawing timber in saw mills.

Therefore we request vou kindly consider the matter in humanitarian ground and
scttled as early as possible.

We shall obliged.
Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

(MRINAL KANTI BISWAS)
» President,
Andaman & Nicobar Furniture Association,
Port Blair.
Dated:- 16/12/2001
Piace:- Port Blair

B Y T T T T Te Ty

(%



Regn. No., : By 43452
: 39651 (P P)

ISLANDS FORUM FOR DEVELOPMENT, JUSTICE AND PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENT

Andaman & Nicobar Islands Port Blair
Head Office : GOALGHAR, NEAR MARTHOMA CHURCH COMPLEX PORT BLAIR

gg?/gz" IFNAE /do—_b f//D" Date /é/kzo?ﬁ@ﬁ

----------------------

TO

THE CHAIRMAN,
SHEKHAR SINGH COMMISSION,
CAMP; PORT-BLAIR.

RESPECTED SIR,;

The Andaman & Nicobar islands was known as
the gold —mine of timbers; the deep green forest ; beautiful sea beach
and pollution free environment was unique in this world. This factors
was the main attraction of foreign and home tourist. The brutely
damaging of forest has adversely effected the environment of this
islands. It is evident from the enclosed stastics period from 1949
t01994 that the humidities and temperature have increased
tremendously although the rainfall is constant but the duration have
reduced from 8 months to 4 months. The main reason for variation in
climatical condition of this island is only due to deforestation .

The Andaman & Nicobar islands is divided into 2
zone that is great Andaman which includes north Andaman; middle
Andaman: south Andaman;rutland & neil 1sland ;Havelock & baratang
island with a total land area of 156 miles leng & 20 miles broad.

The Nicobar group of islands consists of car —
nicobar; teressa;kamorta katchal nancowry littie Nicobar &  great
Nicobar with total area 636 sq. miles. The little Andaman is situated in
between great Andaman and Nicobar group of islands with a toial area
of 30 miles long & 17 miles wide

The 95% land area of great Andaman & little
Andaman including Campbell bay island was covered with forest. This
forest was having different type of commercial & medicinal plants,
certain tvpe of trees were only available in this island. Large number of
medicinal nlants was a natural gift to this island but due to iack of
infrastructure fascilities or our lack of research in botany we could not
use it for the weifare of mankind.

(PTO)
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ISLANDS FORUM FOR DEVELGPMENT, JUSTICE AND PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENT

e 1 43452
: 38651 (P P)

Andaman & Nicobar Islands Port Blair
Head Office : GOALGHAR, NEAR MARTHOMA CHURCH COMPLEX PORT BLAIR

Hef o

(2) Date .........

Midid"$6i " her "independence in the year 1947 and the Andaman &
Nicobar island have become an integrated part of union of India As
per 1951 census the population of Andaman & Nicobar islands was
nearly 18.000.between 1953 & 65 a large number of refugees from
Bangladesh | burma ,sti-lanka(Ceylon), ranchi were brought to this
island and rehabilitated under different colonization scheme at soutl;
Andaman, baratang, middle & north Andaman, neil g

Havelock & fittle Andaman. The ex-serviceman were settled down at
campbellbav istand under.a special rehabilitation scheme.

For the purpose of rehabilitation more than 40
to 50 % forest was cleared for village, agriculture.road and other
developmental works. Apart from this settters large number of people
have intlux from different part of mamland to this island & illegally
encroached over the government land by damaging the forest without
any check.

The Andaman & Nicobar administration has
totally failed to exercise the power given in Andaman & Nicobar land
revenue & land reforms act 1966.indian forest act,proviston laid
downin conservation of forest act 1984 & the provision of environment
protection act 1986,

Lach settler family was ailotted 5 acre
agriculture land & 5 acre hilly tand with the condition that the
commercial trecs standing over the hilty land will not be cut But, it is
regret to put up before the commission that the order was modified in
the year 1987 vide letter no FS/G/15/162 by Andaman & Nicobar forest
department with the approval of honarabie Lt governor.a& n islands,
permitting the settler to remove the commercial trees and to utilize it
for their own purpose by paying a nominal rovalty = this modification
was dene with the sole inrerest of some politicians, unscrupulous
traders & with the interest of some high officer of the administration.
Under this relaxtation the commercial tree was not only removed from
the hilly land of the setiler but. huge quantities of commercizi rree was
removed from the reserve forest arca with the help of corrupt revenue
& forest officers The entire log was exported to mainland by few
selected traders.

(PTO)
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ISLANDS FORUM FOR BEVHDPMENT. JUSTICE AND PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENT

Anxdaman 8& Nicobar Islands Port Bla;.Lr;lR
Head Office : GOALGHAR, NEAR MARTHOMA CHURCH COMPLEX PORT

= () Dt v

This large quantity of removal and export of timber has adversely
eftected to our natural wealth ;the present generation do not have any
right to play with the nature & to utilize the natural wealth according to
their will & pleasure. It is a natural obligation on the present generation
to protect and preserve the natural wealth for the coming generation,

The large scale clearance of forest have
adversely effected the most ancient tribals such as oonges, great
andamanese,shompens, and the jarawas those are livingin their forest
and managing their livelihood from the forest product. They have been
forced to mix with the civilized population which resulted the reduction
in their population. This race are only available in a & n islands and it
is the duty of the government to preserve this generation at any cost
but the a & n administration has not taken any consolidate step to
isolate them from the civilized population & to allow them to leave
their natural life . this uncivilized population have developed a lot of
bad habits such as use of liquor,opium,tobacco etc., among them which
adversely effected on their health and culture.

There were three large scale plywood
industries that is Andaman timber mdustries, jayshree plv and timber
industries _alvion plywood industry(now sold out to kitply industries)
where functioning in this island but all the three industries have closed
down. There was one very old western indian match industry named
western indian match company closed down long back.

Sir,we feel it is the high time to take 3
very bold and correct decision keeping in view the future of the people
of this island & the coming generation & environment. The a & p
islands is identified as one of the 5 most seismic zone and further
deforestation may cause major casualties to human life in any natural
calamities

Sir, it will be proper to mention here
that large scale removal of mangrove forest hzve adversely effected our
coastal area from soil erosion. el

¥ The export of finished product,
sawn timber for personal usc?:gtré should be stopped immediately till the
final judgement. The a & n forest department may be allowed to extract 34
minimum quantinv of timber to meet the domestic requirement. The full
matured tree onlv be allowed to cut.

(PTO)
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 ISLANDS FORUM FOR DEVELOPMENT, JUSTICE AND PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENT

Andaman & Nicobar Islands Port Blair
Head Office : GOALGHAR, NEAR MARTHOMA CHURCH COMPLEX PORT BLAIR

%je/ So. Dt s

The agreement was executed between p. ¢ ray & co. and Andaman
forest dept.for establishment of timber & plywood industry at
mayabunder ( north Andaman ) . a condition was imposed in the said
agreement that the company will generate new plant in the extraction
area on its own cost. But , no such condition was imposed upon the
Andaman timber industries , jayshree timber industry , alvion industry
& kitply industry. This condition was not imposed just to favour the
industry out of some bureaucratic interest.

The a & n forest department do
not have the up to date stastics of commercial tree standing in ditferent
island & so far no sincere effort has been made to prepare the up to date
record. On the recommendation of a & n administration the ministry of
environment , New elhi had allowed the administration to regularize
1365 encroachment( with a maximum of one hectare land to each
family) over the forest land after dereservation with the condition that
the encroachment in the deforest area will be shiffed to  nearest
encroachment area just to avoid any further encroachment in the
reserve forest area . but a & n administration has failed to carried out
the instruction given by the ministry of environment.

The nflux of population and the infiltration
of foreign nationalist {rom Bangladesi , sri- lanka & easy
encroachment over the forest land 1s the main factor of mass
destruction of torest, disturbing of environment & disbalancing of
ecological system of this island. The government has to take some strict
action or to impose ban on the influx of population and to take action
against the encroachers.

Sir, this organization have tried its best to
put up before vou the entire position of this island with the hope that
your goodself will examine all the factors and submit a clear picture
before the honorable supreme court of India for fair judgement without
effecting the use of tumber for the habitant of this 1sland.

Thanking vou.
With regards
Dated:-
26,

72!
4%
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\\ISEIE;"EIES FORUM FOT GEVIIGPMENT, JUSTICE AND PROTECTION OF ENVIROHMENT

Andamar & Nicobair Islands Port Biaix
Head Office : COALGHAR, NEAR MARTHOMA CHURCH COMPLEX PORT DLAIR

5 - jio — 4 sl Ly
Sef Vo JLMLLE 105 Lt 288 L2000

To,
 ShriN.NLJHA
G\ Hor’ble Lt. Governor,
(VY A& N islands,
7, \ [\Pgi;t_ﬁlgir._

M
{

~

\.\ {F.
; f\\\ x:\

Sub: Frequent revisions of Sawn Timber Prices by the LForest Department Itimation -reg:

Respected Sir,

P would like to draw your kind atiention on the frequent revision of the Swan Tinher Prices Iy
the Forest Departiment A & Islands The frequent revision of the rates has become a burden for
the inhabitants of these islands,

The Timber is the main building materials which is been used by the people to vepair old Timber
structure and the door and windows of the new semi / permanent RCC Building From last 16
years the Forest department used 1o revise Issue rates 10 {o 20 Yo cvery years. This revision is not
justified, and the department ofticers are putting their lavish expenditure over the head of the
poor peoples. The rates are gencrally finalized during the month of December or January, but the
department use to coflect 30 % extia over the pre-revised rates from April anwaids of each year,
subject to the condition that the purchaser are to purchase Timber out of dillerence amount aftor
revision of rates. The purchasers are to pay another 30 %4 exira over the dilTerence amon:
imposed by the department is purely illegal

Sir i is fully correet that the department (patticularly Chatham Saw Milly is cunning in Lisses
but there are othier factors, which has not examined by the oflicer ol the depacmen We lnin 1o
your notice sonie of the teasons £ Causes

.
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DS FORUM FOR DEVELOPMENT, JUSTICE AWD PROTECTION OF ENVIRORMENT

Andaman & WNicubar Islands Port Blaixr
Head Office : GOALGHAR, NEAR MARTHOMA CHURCH COMPLEX PORT BLAIR

(1)

Gef o,

tesusREesTIR R

CONT -2 -

The forest departmer: is having their sale depot at Calcutta and Chennat. These depots were
opened when the production of the Chatham Saw mill was excess and the consumption was very
fess and due to transportations problem nobody use to come down to Port Blair to Purchasc
Timber. These excess Timber where sold out from Calcutta and Chennai depots. Now there is no

justification to have depots at Calcutta and Chennai by incurring high -Administration
Expenditure without any work.

Misuse of government laborers in large scale, indiscipline at Chatham saw mill, Sawing of
timber by the lower subordinate staff as per the requirements of the contractors or the
Businessman, Multiple handling between the place of sawing and issue, appointments of Excess
Majdoors/ daily rated Majdoors, and their engagement in the office etc.

it 1 hoped your excellency will look into the matiers personally and necessary step will be taken
to reduce the strength of the high officer of the Forest department and the {requent appointment
is controlied and the excess amount coliceted from the public is return back in cash immediately.

Thanking vou
With Regards

Yours faithiully

A . n
L] * 8
( R \\ \

4
l P

{ General SL‘.CI'C[EH'\-’ 3
-

S

B To the P.C. C.F Haddowe, for information & Necessary action,



; \ Mo F3/G/15-150
. OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FURZSTS
o AUDAMAN AND NICOBAR TSLANDS

Sy v * D

Port L"l&ir, datad the 27th Jan.

The Divisional Forest Officer,
Diqlipur.

Sub:-Clearance of comacrcial tress standing on allottod
land ‘of the settlers - reg.

Please find enclosed a copy of telegram received
from Secretary, Congress(i), Comunittee addresscd tw
Hon'bla LG and copy to PCCF on the above subject. The
matter was discussed with the Hon'ble Lt.Governor and
it was desired by him that, the orxders oL the Lt.
Governor as already communicated vide this Uificer
‘letter No. ¥5/6/15/162 dataed 4.11.1987 may be foliowad.
Further, it was-also desired by the Hon'ole Lt.Governor
that the logs extracted from thetilly land should not
be allowed for export to the mainland.

Plzase ackpowledge recelpt of this commuanicaltion.

Principal Chief Conservaitor
of Forasts,ASl Islands,

Copy to. the Conservator of Forasts (Andimanm circle)/
(Development o Utilisacion) for ianformation.

No. Tin/l69-C-69/ dated 10/2/93.
Copy forwarded t-0 thee DI .U., SELBE/ N0 0 o
informacion and neoessoary ackblon.

KL -
Tor Consearvator W]
: 5
Lricaalnan il

©
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The present edition of Meteorological Statistics of Andaman and Nicobar Islands is
the third 1in the series brought out by the Directorate of Statistics, A & N Administration. The
reviged edition contain. meteorological data from 1949 to 1994 on the climatic conditions of this

Unton Territory under the headings viz. Rainfall, Temporature, Humidity and Wind speed.

The Directorate acknowledges with gratitude the co-operation extended by local Mete~

orological Department, Port Blair in making available the data presented in the publiéation.

The publication is the result of devoted efforts of Smt.P.Sobhana,8r.Investigator,

$hra 3.N.Sreeprakash,Statistical Assistant and Shri M.P.Muthappa,Computor uhder the overall supervi-~
si1on of  Shri  Jacob Verghese,Statistical Officer.- Special thanks are also due to S/Shri  Asif
All,Senjor Investigator and P.Ahmed,lower Grade Clerk who fed data in the Conmputer in order to

generate tables and print out.

Suggestions for 1mprovement in the future edition are most welcome.

BALWANT SINGH
Director (Statistics)



CONIENTLS

A, REINFALL

1. Raintall recorded ab Forot Bralr

from 14942 to 1994, 1 -3
[ Year-wiseslistrict-wise raintall datsa

of various stations from Y968/ to 1994, v - 8
LYE o Vistryct-wise Annual rainfati and

variation from 1967 to 1994. g - 10
1y, Humber of rainydays from 1961 to 196¢4, 11
v, Normal and Actual rainfall at Fort 8lair \

from 1949 to 1994, ‘ i2 7%~ 14

8. TEMPERATURE

V1, Temperature recorded a¢ Port Blair
from 1949 to 19894, 15 - 2%
C. HU@IDITY
Wl b CoMedn re2lalive humidiby recorded at Fort
Bialr fraa 149499 Lo 1294, S - 29
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TABLE -1 (CONTD.}

RATNEFALL RECORBED AT PORT BLALR(IN MM)

e e o i T ey o e e e e T T b i LA B R W M e e e e e e mn e e At P Air Ll A e A S S e e e S e e e S e M e e e e Ah Gt S S W S S S e e an

January 75.0 3 lab 0, 2 120 6.6 8.2 243.5 0.1 63.3 124.9
Februapy 18.8 3.6 Y,2 4.0 21.1 18.0 21.% 7.8 11.8 22.32
March k 42.8 0.0 16.1 0.9 8.0 10.9 0.0 0.0 9.7 0.0
April 38,6 36.6 11.6 125.4 14.8 446.8 2.4 158.7 11.7 41.2
May 374.2 452.6 241.8 627.9 436.2 280.4 289.6 588.0 311.1 440.5
June 494.5 464.5 413.5 691.4 483.1 354.8 669.2 691.4 300.7 335.5
July AD4.0  707.4 442.9 472.2 412.1 314.3 141.3 360.8 426.1 647.1
Auguat 383,00 326.6 492.5 411.0 480.6 479.6 343.4 406.1 451L.9 297.3
September 452.6 628.7 635.2 420.3 374.% 379.5 3205.5% 3149.4 343.8 333.4
October 106.5  3%9.6 476.0 280.5 198.7 469.1 352.0 165.7 308.8 305.4
November 222.0 45%7.,1 148.8 599,¢ 284.3 302.6 277.0 235.5 90.9 99,6
becembor 1.5 154.8 5.9 103.8 1%1.6 24,3 119.2 539.2 2.0 6.1

TOT AL 25490.5 32663.0 20894.5 3747.5 2912.0 3088.5 2764.7 3495.7 2331.8 2663.3




ROQNTH/YEAR 19797 1989 sgl iééin.wi;;3 1¢84 "iéé;" ”155;' 7‘“<: —iL:L

January B.0 v, il L7 0.4 % 5., 2 5.0 Ui ¢ U, e
February 0.0 a.ud 7oA .1 .0 2344 £ .0 £, 4 B8k 24,7
March 10.2 u.u 0.8 0.0 Gl L. L st W L P
April 7L .72  4b.Z  &l.4 3.0 121.8 27 T ot 37.9
Hay 193.6 79E8.3 302.9 269.2 237.7 232.7 L. 2Ug.. AT i
June 266.0 586.8 S71.4 43%.%1 389%.1 618.5 545.3 356.7 363.7 253.8€

July 4G4 .,0 529.0 252.9 439.2 610.6 632.4 311.5 3i6.1 27,1 wg2.e

August 106.5 ©531.6 611.4 336.0 662.1 150.9 45%.9 563.3 666.7 47272.¢%
September 336.72 343.4 507.2 490.4 334.6 346.2 412.% 337.2 447.8 748.5
Gctober 149.5 150.5 314.5 103.2 423.8 318.3 399.3 183,31 33l.4 4.
November 0.3 Ot I, S08. 7 270F.7 248.8 JIu8.0 @%E.4 J0.7 JUS.§ bll.B

Decenber Yo7 7097 z866.7 22.9 v4.8 5HU6.2 74.7 LT E5B.L 4.1

TaT1 &L 1549 . 4 34566 S7204.0 244506 2975.0 3421,) 2BYE.%7 Z197.8 ZGEh.4 Fikd.0



TABLE-I (CONTD.)

RATINFALL RECORDED IN PORT BALIR(IN MM)

Ak A e e i = b e A A M e el mm ey e P e e o At A% Mt L A e AL S e R T W At M gy P e rn s s A A L e e o

January 80.1 6.0 .0 144.2 0.0 1.1
February 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 2.9
March 35.4 28,4 24;5 0.0 3¢.0 98.1
April 2.2 93.8 156.0 0.0 0.8 151.7
May 105.2 466.5 225.2 303.0 276.2 413.2
June 494.4 324.,5 228.6 475:6' 339.5 577.2
July 438.1 232.3 496.6 601.7 56B.6 655.9
August 346.4 375.86 809.7 401.0 344.7 505.8
September 208.5 377.7 571.7 422.4 553.0 788.0
October 358.6  232.7 370.4 259.1 210.4 127.5
November 272.1 348.6 171.8 177.9 192.2 174.9
Necembor 0.7 54.2 42.4 5.3 27.5 16.0

2541.7 2593.7 3026.9 2793.6 2547.9 3512.4




o '
YinR—WlSE/UlSTHLCT~WISE Ralarall Bata OF Vailntals §TETIONS

STATION/YEAR

AND 1967 LuGg 16y 1974 1971 PG 7 PLT A RS /

DISTRICT v

Port Blailr 604,60 2620.0 689,53 166302 2594.5 297LQU 2G1 40055 2FGd4 7 G ¢

Mayabunder 2387.6 3197 .4 2863.2 3889.7 2EHL 5 3873.2 312100 igng, 4T L4 Sl AL 8

Long Island 336L.1 2917.0 2628.5 2870.6 2753040 S B0 L D507, 4 Joubh.a A240.040 RS APRS

tiut Bay NA IA NA 3449.0 RE Lol s444.,0 2ETAL L ST e |

Andaman
Districet 3117.8 JYiL .S

ol
LYSS
)

o
b
-
tJ
=~
.

—

3468.1 24947.2 8.2 PR 296501 A2 o0 bodSi 5 3

Car Nicobar 2689, 3 194.2.0 2288 .2 20,7 280004 SRR AN 3341.4 FELE . D G0 .Y RRIRIL P
Nancowrie 3121.4 2769.4 25 LRT 2607.0 24493.7 11281 3i10.6 ZHY3.0 3489.8 23441

kondul 2690.2 TS Y 33461

[P

327001 3708.0 23574 25491 3146 .0 3559406 SEAW LA

Nicobar
District 2833.6 2499.3 2701.0 2829.9 3000.6 2084,73 1130,

(Bh1
R,
s
131



TABLE-IT
YEARWISE/DISTRCTWISE RAINFALL DATA OF VARIOUS STATIONS

STATION/YEAR 1877 19758 1979 1980 1581 1582 L83 1984 19285 1986

-
[4l9

BPISTRICT
Port Blair 2331.6 2663.3 1541.4 3756.6 3204.0 2445.6 2975.0 3421.1 2828.2 2197.9
Mayabunder 2432.0 2685.7 2051.4 3627.6 3174.7 2533.0 2693.7 2524.0 3091.4 2248.9

Long Island 3026.2 3031.6 1508.0 3298.7 3166.4 2730.6 2929.1 2405,0 2974.3 2420.1

dut Bay 2328.5 3024.6 1996.5 3284.6 2770.2 2772.8 3185.6 1002.4 2451.7 1840.3
=g

Andaman LDIRCE.2529,6 20851 .3 1774.3 3491.9 3074.8 2620.5 2945.9 2338.1 2836.4 2176.8

Car-Nicobar 2383.5 2295.5 2083.9 <834.6 2089.2 1367.2 2749.2 2191.8 1867.5 1985.3

Nancowrie 2161.4 1084.,2 1541.4 2734.4 1877.9 LO36.8 2477.7 2967, 2294.7 1886,7
Rondul 2545.4 2153.5 2929.5 3411.0 3189.4 1603.3 1676.8 2934.6 2018.9 2660.6

Hicobar Distt.2363,4 2444.4 2184.9 2993.3 2379.0 1335.8 2301.2 2697.9 2060.4 2177.5




YEARW‘SE/DISTRCTHISE RAIRFLLL D2TA OF VaRIOUS STATIONS

SEATION/YEAR 1987 1988 1959 1990 1997 1992 993 1984

&
DISTRICT
Port Blair 2635.4 3364.9 2541.7 2593.7 3096.9% 2793.6 2542.9 3512.4
Mayabunder 26811.5 2429.5 1651.1 5223 3697.4 1679.6 20506.7 2387.5

Long Island 2374.4 3409.4 2543.5 2379.5 2754.7 1802,3 2089.1 2776.2

Hut Bay 1597.7 2543.6 2827.0 2399.6 2438.7 2209.4 2356.% 3718,

Lo

Andaman Distt.2344.8 2936.4 2390.8 2223.7 215478 2121.2 22595 3344, 1

Car~-Nicobar 2825.3 4779.8 3535.5 2996.7 4033.1 1025.8 L9786 buug 4
Nancowrie 260003 2704.0 2304.1 VY9705 2007.1 29i3.% 2621.53 Zais.u
Rondul 1139.7 1158.,5 2047.2 1987.4 Z2120.1 2606.,7 3 94.9 2407.2

Nicobar Distt.2188.4 2879.58 2630.3 2326.2 2720.1 2318.2 2565.0 2638,

L

..-.-...._._-u-..-.._n-_..._—...-._..._...._...._-............_.._._.,_."....._._...._._....-._.»_._..._.._....._._._.......,_._...H.__.___.__._.n.__...,ﬁ__._.w..-_____..... ...........



DISTRICT-WISE ANNUAL RAINFALL & VA

FROM 1967 T 1994

ANNUAL
RATINFALL

ANNUATL
VARIATION

TABLE -~ II1

RYIATION(IN MM)

ANNUAL
RAINFALL

ANHNUAL
VARIATION

L5871
1972
L2
1974
L0975

L9876

2947.2
3458.2
2868.3
29651
3234.0
3357.2
2529.6
2851.3
1774.3

3491.9

(-} 206.3
(-} 184.,4
{+) 7431.0
{-) 520.9
{(+} 511.0

(-} 589.8

(+) 321.7
{=11077.0

(+31717.6

2833.6
24943
2701.0
2825.0
3000.6

2084.3

"l

0.5

s
L

B
[

2955,7
3923.8
2912.4
2363.4
2444.4
2184.9

2893.3

(~=) 3324.3
{+) 201.7
(+) 128.0
{+) 171.6
(=) 916.3
{+11046,2
(~)y 174.7
{+) 968.1
{~11011.4
t-=1 549.0
{(+) 81.0
{-) 259.,5

{+) 808.4




RISTRICT-WIge ANKUAL Raiwy FRLU & vaRipTTo W F
RO 2967 2o 1964

._...._-..,‘-.-.u—..n_.-..._——-..-—-..-__......._....:-.-»..w_

)

._......._._....w_-.-......-..._......_.......-....-.....»_-h_.._..._..._.,...—-....-......_._.

DISTRICT/ AWDAMAN HICOBAR
VAR e WIcoBAR -
ARNUAL ANNUAL ANNUAL, ANNUAL

RAINFALL VARIATIGHN RATNFALL VARIATION

-------..-.-q..--....-uc-.—»...-—-....-—._-_.-_-..--.n-—-._........-..---_-....-.....-.H_...._-_...w_._..-.-.....----..—-..-.....

1881 3678.8 (-3 41343 237,90 (~F E14.3
1982 2620.5 (~) 458,3 1335.8 (-11043,2
1983 2545.9  (+) 325.4 2301 ;2 “{*) 565,4
1984 2338.1 (- 607.8 2697.9 ~(+) 396,7
1985 2836.4  (+) 495.3 2060.4 {(~) 637.5
1986 2176.8 () 659.6 2177.5 {+) 117.1
1967 254408 (+) l68.¢ 2188.4 (+}  10.9
Logse 2939.4  (+) 594.¢ 2879.8 (+) 69;,4
1989 2390.8 (~) 548.6 2630.3 (~) 248.5
13590 2223.7  (~y 167.1 2320.2 (-) 310.1
1991 2484.3 (+) 260.6 2720.1 {+} 399.9
1992 21232 (-} 363 1 2515,2 (-) 204.9
1993 2253.8 {4+, 138.6 2565.0 (+) 492,38

_.-—._..—-._..___-..._..-._u_-.......__.._..........._......_.....u_._w._~..-.._...._..__-<_._._._‘.._...._..._-..__-‘......._



TABLE - 1V
MUMBER OF RAINYDAYS RECORDED AT
FROM 1961 TO 1994

_..g,.-,...._u_.__..,,...-._.__.-.__....._.m._._.._.-—...J_.._--_.....-......-....-._-.-.-.._......._....._..._.._..__,,,,,,....._............__._._........_._._.._.__............_.

PORT BLALIR

YEAR TOTAL NQ. OF YEAR TOTAL NO.OF YEAR TOTAL HNO.OF
RAINY DAYS RAINYDAYS RAINYDAYS
1961 197 1973 138 1985 189
L9G2 194 7 1974 138 1986 174
1963 L85 1975 ' 140 1987 181
1964 142 1976 138 1998 199
1865 145 1977 124 1989 184
1966 120 1978 L36 19990 163
1967 149 1979 117 1991 145
1968 121 1980 127 1992 139
1969 118 1981 127 1993 142
1970 157 1982 119 1994 1151
19714 132 1983 137
18972 138 1984 124

.._._....,-..........__..1...............-._._..-....»....._,...._.__..‘_...—._,....,.._..A............__...-....._h___“._—...,......_4_.......-.-_..._.r-—.......-....-.__.—--......._




Lo b
il A i - -
i
YEAR KNORMAL ACTULL DEFARTURE o YEAR B B
RATNFALL RAIWNFALL FROM DEVIANTION RALEYLLE B

NORMOL O+ )/
( - } BA IN E‘AIJIJ

1950 " 24216 (=} 758.4 (-3 23.84 1965 N SR T S 7 (I

19851 " 3274.6 De.6 {(+) 2.97 1966 " | AS2TF LT =325 05 (=7
1952 3019.4 ‘-.€-) 160.58 (-) 5.06 1967 " 1504.6 424,35 Grdil Y 0
1953 - " 2876.8  (-) 303.2 (-) 9.53 1568 A 2002000 ¢~-1560.0 R R E
1954 " 4027.,2 847.2 (+)26.64 1969 " 2690.5 (-1489.5 DVl B s
1955 " 3338.6 13B.6 (+1}4.98 1970 " 3663.0 483,40

1956 % 3031.3 (=) 148.7 (-} 4.67 1571 y 289£.5 (-}
TO5T . 2B98.1 (=) 281.9 (-) 8.B& 1872 e 374705 Bt B

1858 " k0 {—). 25.0 (~) 0,91 1373 7 " 28912.0 (-)268.0 frmgs L g
1959 " 350547 405,7 (+)12,75 1974 t A0B8.5 (-1 u1.,5 (=30
1960 " - 3079.9  (-) 100.1 (=) 3.14 1875 " JTGA.T (~3415.3 bl o0
1961 " 4362.4 1182.4 (+)y37.18 1978 : " . 3495,7 3157 Lrdu, uy

1962 " 3260.4 80.4 (+) 2.52 1877 oo 2331.8 (-)845.2 (=)

......—--..-..-—-.-.—-.-........—...__......._..___...._.__.......__.-.-..._....-.....-......_._._......,......_._..—._1._..—._-.-»‘_-......_............._.........1_.-.,L.L___.,...,_._.._._.__.,L.N_.._._,,ﬁ.._.....,._, p— S =



MORMAL AND ACTUAL RAINFALL AT PORT BLAIR TABLE ~ V
FROM 1949 TO 1994 (CONTD. )
YEAR HORMAL  ACTUAL  DEPARTURE % OF YEAR NORMAL  ACTUAL  DEPARTURE % OF
RAINFALL RAINFALL FROM DEVIATION RAINFALL RAINFALL FROM DEVIATION
NORMAL{ + ) / NORMAL( 4 )
. {~)RAINFALL {-)RAINFALL
1979 3180.0  1541.4 (-) 1665.6 (-) 52.37 1987 3180.0  2635.4 (-) 544.6 (~) 17.12
1560 " 3756.6 576.6 .(+) 18.13 1948 " 3364.9 184.9 (+) 5.81
1581 " 3204.0 24,0 (+) 0.75 1989 i 2541.7 (-) 638.3  (-) 20.07
1982 i 2445.6  (~) 734.4 (-) 23.09 1990 " 2593.7 (-) S86.3  (~) 18.43
1983 i 2975.0 (=) 205.0 (-) 6.44 1991 v 3096.9 (-) 83.1 (-) 2.61
1984 v 3421.1 241.1 {+) 7.58 1992 i 2793.6 (~) 386.4 (-) 12.15
1985 " 2828.2 (-) 351.8 (-} 11.06 1993 " 2542.9 (-) 637.1  (-) 20.03

1986 " 2097.9 (=) 982.1 (-) 30.88 19394 " 3512.4 332.4 (+) 10.45




NORMAL AND ACTUAL RAINFALL AT PFORT BLAEIR ThRELE

FeoM 1949 TO 1954 {CONTING

YEAR NORMAL ACTUAL NEPARTURE % Or YEAR NORMAL ACTUAL DETARTURE gy CELE
RAINFALL RAINFALL EROM DEVIATION ' RAINFALL RATINFAL T, RROM LOVIATION

HOBMALEL+ )/ NOBRMAL L +)

{-YRAINFALL . {~)RATINEALL
1979 3180.0 x 1541.4 (=) 1665.8 (=) 52.37 1987 3180.0  2635.4 (-1 544.6 (=) 17.12
1980 " 39566 S76+6 ¢+% L8.%3 1968 n 1364, 184.9 (+3 B8
1981 v 3204.0 24.0 (+} 0.75 1989 " G541 LT (=) B38.3 (- 20,7
1982 " 2445.6 (=) 734.4 (=) 23.09 1990 " 4501.7 (=) 586.3 (-1 15.43
1983 " 2975.0 (-3 205.0 (-] 6.44 1991 u I696.9 (=) 83,1 {—) ‘.61
1964 v 3471.1 241.1 (+) 7.58 1992 " DuunLg (-3 386.4 (o1 il
1985 " 2826.2 {(-) 351.8 (-) 11.06 1993 n SEgn B {=] BYT:E g Bu. 0P

1986 & : 2197.9 {(-~) 982,1 (~) 30.88 1994 " 3512.4 332.4 () 10.4a5

ﬁ_——.--.——--—..—..--.--——.--..-.......—.__.....-._.-._._...-..._._.-.n.,_,._..-...-......_—_.___—_uu,.___.___“"__._...._.._.__.__,.,_.__.__‘._........_.Hm_.m_.._.__.,_.__._..,u it e B e e s



1554 955 951 :
MONTH/YEDAR Moean Max.Moean Min.boan Max.odean riapshean Maxoltiean IR W AP LGRS ke M
uy o - - oy s - - P R ¥ ) g
January 30,1 Pd 59 30.% 23.4 29.6 Z2i.1 dE.n 2108

February 31.4 224
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March Jeo.4 23.4 32.0 295 314 23.4

[

April 13.4 24.3 33,

ed
.

3
L
et
<
bk
2
)
3
el
'

=
W
L
L
L]
L2
2
=4
aba
L
<
.
o
to
[y
T
B
sy
-
Sl
g
i~
(98]
-
Sl
[
.
L
2

0

[
=
et
kg
j o
e
.
—
f 3
L
]
b
W2
.
| g
%
o
.
~J
[N
[
(4
ko2
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e
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.
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august 24,6 24% 9 2 . G 23.6 28.3 24,4 7Y, 24,0 LY ll
Septamber 24 .7 25,0 T dud s B J S a0 SR s B 2k . 0 a8
Octaper 29.4 23.5 29,1 IR R LE 23.¢6 297 D3 S
Novemnber 30.8 233 EETIR] 23,7 29:8 23 b 20,9 ; 3

December 30.2 24 .4 2453 21.9 29.8 23.1 3i.1
Year-wige
Mean Max.
Mean Min. 30,
Temperature
{ Average )
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155 1957 B

MONTH/YEAR  bean Hax.lbica: i, B 1
January 36.1 22.5 30.2 23.4 25.6 21,1 Ak g 4l iR -~ i
February 3.4 22.4 40.8 26.6 29.7 2.3 30.6 21.5 5
March 32.4 23.4 32.0 Z3e 3 31.4 23.4— 3, . 21.4 i
April 33.4 24.3 3301 242 3i.1 23,8 330 240 3.8
May . FBU.3 24,4 i iU.6 24 2558 24.3 S LB o, 2 Sd wlh
June 29,6 24.4 28,7 ALY 2%, % 2.4 O 2k o o
July 29.1 23,7 29.2 24,1 28.7 23 283 Ad.2 LRI
August - 28.6 23.9 28.6 23.6 28.3 24,0 2%} 24,1 g d
CSeptenber T i g o Bl B 2 8k 2w 7 241 AT B ;
QOctober ‘ 29 .4 PE.5 s P 23,4 29.1 23.6 249.7 23,7 7, Y

November 30,8 23.3 Ze, 0 23,7 29.9 2340 0.9 24,3 i B :

December 30.2 24,4 24,2 21.9 29.8 2301 31.1 24,1 £Y. 4 T
Year-wise

Mean Max. &

Mean Min. 30.3 23.7 29.9 23.8 29.6 23.8 30.6 23.5 3.8 bl
Temperature

{ Average )




P e P S | T

PEMPERATURE RECQHDED AT DORT Lo/

MONTH /YEAR Mean Max.Mean Min.Mean bHax.Mean Min.Mean Max.Meay Min.lMean Baxoboon Don.tiooa

January 30,1 2. 3U.1 20,4 6.7 272.9 30644 il 20,4

.....

February 31.9 23 31wh 220 31.7 D3 LN o Lt A
March 32.7 22:9 3L 2240 3243 31.9 32.0 2o 8243

s
.
o)
o)
s
Ly
r
L
¢
L
O8]
il
Lo
I
o
.
ro
Ly
Lo
«
[ 8]
B2
[
ek
L
[
!"

April 34.0 24
May 30.5 23.4 5E. 8 23.5 36.8 54,3 30.8 13,9 31,2 A5
June 29.5 i PR 29.3 23.7 30,2 24.5 30.0 23,3 29,8

July | - 29.8 23.3 20.

g
o)
(5]
+

~
2
[Sa
=
[N
[ %)
-

[a
o
o
.

D
AW
[
o
)
N
=

August LGl 23.3 29.1 22.9 29.7 23.7 28.6 it S IS

September 28.9 22,9 287 22.49 29.3 3.1 el 23 SR s
October 25.8 22.7 29.2 i 30.3 22y 15t Bdia S b :

November 29.5 22.5 30.5 23.1 30.2 23.0 0.8 23,4 1.0 400

December 29,9 22,2 - 29.8 23
Year-wise

Mean Max. & .

Mean Min. 30.5 23.0 30.4 22.9 30.6 23.3 30,4 23,2 1.7 P
Y iamearstaea

{ Average )
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MONTH YEAR Meorn Max . Mean Min . toan Max.Mean Min.Mean Max.Macan Mirt.Mean Max .Mean Min.Mean Max .Mean Min.

January 36.7 23X Sl 7 23.6 49,9 23,7 28,4, 2 Bwith 29,5 23.7
Bebraayy 3hed o 21.8 i0.9 23.1 30.4 231 301 22.9 30.8 22.9

March 3.5 23.1 1.1 21.9 31.0 23.4 31.8 22 +8 31:% 23.6

ol
3
b
-
"
ro
WG
130}
o
on
L
(98]
=
o
-
w
%
3]
[
2N
-
(o]
Y
ra
-
@
1)
=
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3l.8 24.4
May R | S25.0 31.4 24.8 29.5 2348 30.9 24.¢ 32.1 24.7

Juie 30,0 24.6 29.4 24.3 9.4 23.9 29.56 24.6 29,6 24.4

"
2
[
~ad

23.6 29.5 24.5 28.6 24.2 29,0 2.5 29,7 24.7
Luguel 29.1 24,8 2.5 24.9 28.3 23.8 28.9 23.4 28.5 23.9 .
Septamber 28.7 99,6 8.8 24.0 28,4 23.3 28.5 23.5 28.3 23.8
October 29.6 23,9 29.5 23.4 28.9 9.2 30.3 24.1 29,3 23.8
dovember 30.6 24 .3 AL 4 24.4 0.1 24.3 30.8 23, 30.3 24,3

Sercembary 30,5 24,0 S, 1 s 29,8 2307 29.5 28.1 29,2 23.6

,,__H.._.....-......_..___.,...._...7-_.........._ -.._._.,__......«_.._-.__...._....._._...._..._....ﬁ_....-h—_.—.n.....-......-._..-—_._....-..,.__.-.-..._.-...._.-......._._

Mean Maw, a

Mean Min., 30,5 2.8 R 23,4 2497 2k 7 0.4 23.7 30.0 24,0
Tenpe vty

Cohverage )

e ¢ 2 e -



TABLE-VI{CONTD.. }

RECOEDED AT PORT BLAIR

_....__....u...’.._.....-.*....u-........_.,.._...,,...___......_._.._.._................‘.._...,......._

3
&
£
e
e
=
s
1]

HONTH/YEAR Bean Max.Mean Min.Mean Max.Mean Min.Mean Max.Mean Min.Mean Max.Mean Min.Mean Max .Mean Min,

....._.*......._....._-..............-—-...__...-.......-.._—..._.-....-

3 T B 30,3 22.0 30,9 22.4 30.5 58 310.3 20,8 29.2 20,
Fobrnary 0.8 . 32.0 20,7 31 4 21.0 31.:2 19.7 30.6 21.6
o 125 22.6 23.0 22.9 22.1 22.3 31.8 20.9 31.2 22.4
fLoril 38 7 25,0 33.8 24.5 33.5 23.4 2 .2 22.4 32,8  24.9
May 31.8 24.5 31.0 24.0 30.7 23.0 30.0 22.5 30.1 23.9
June 29.4 24.4 30.1 24,1 29.3 23.5 29,2 22.7 29.4 24,2
July 29,5 24.1 29.3 23.2 28.9 22.8 28.9 22.9 29.1 24.2
ﬂugust 4%.5 L. 2Y. 3 £ a5 24,4 276 HEe 3 22.49 28.8 3.7
September 29,4 oY B 29,5 23.0 29.2 22.4 29.3 22.2 29.0 23.3
October 30,9 23.2 29,5 22.7 28.9 22.1 29.8 22.1 29.1 23.2

Hovember Ty X 23,0 29.8 22.8 29.6 21.9 29,1 22.1 28

R SRR SRR IR B e s g R S R 1 ‘.n._._.».__.—_....-..4..._.-._..._..-.._....._._.__.._.._...__._..._...__-........-......._..._......_.._._._.__..__...._._...._.....__.4.._._‘...__._..._._...-—--.-_...__.._._-_._._

R R T R
can Hay ¢
Feenin. B UL 8 S 30.7 22,2 30.3 225 29.9 21.9 28.7 23.6
i oot 2
[ VT AGe: )
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1

TEMPERATUORE RECGRDED AT PORT BLAIR

MONTH/YEAR Mean Max.Mean Min.Mean Mox.Mean Min.Mean Max.Moean Min.Moeon May . bioan bon.tlean Foex
January B3] SO B 185 28.6 i 2.0 R 28 .5 1.6 25

.‘z"
February 29.1 20.6 293 20,7 26.4 18.6 .. 4.4 P

March 30.7 22.3 36,9 21.5 0.4 2.6 0.6 21.3 J0.4
April ‘ 31.2 23.4 LAl 24.3 31.9 22.4. I . 8 3 wd

dMay 30.1 23.2 30.7 23.3 29 il 2147 30.8 2l g 1.5

June 29.4 23.2 28,3 2255 29.0 21,4 ULl 21.8 2.
July 28.9 22.9 28.8 22.4 28.4 21.2 204 2304 ERIa

August 28.7 2302 28:9 22.9 28.6 L &L AU 2oL é

September 29,0 22.7 29.0 21.5 28.0 20.8 26,0 20,40 200

-3
L e
LS
o
o
.

=B

October 28,9 21.9 28,
November_ 29.3 Bl 28.9 D2 wedd 28.6 d1.2 G5 Z

December 28.8 22.0 28.1 21.0 27.5 20,4 29,8 21.1 AL
Year-wise

Mean Max. &

Mean Min, 29.4 Pl 29,4
Temperature

U Averaas )
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1579 1980 1981 1982 1983
RONTH/ YRR Mean Max-Mean MinoHean Max.Hoan Him.Hean fax.iesn min moan woemomn wimmnos i TTemmme
January 30.0 218 29.9 21.5 29,2 22.0 29.0 I3 29.3 23.4
February 3G.6 20.5 3g.5 21.6 30.0 21.9 29.7 20.8 30.0 21.4
March 31.5 21.8 31.3 23,4 31.4 23.6 31,3 21.6 31. 2 22.1
- 31,2 23.49 32.8 24.8 32.1 24.5 32.0 23.9 32.7 24.2
My 32.8 22,2 31,3 23.6 31.4 24.5 31.7 238 32.9 24,5
June 26,5 24.9 29.6 23.7 29.4 23.1 2004 23.3 30.1 23,2
aly 29,3 4.0 29.9 e 29. 4 23.9 29.0 23,0 29.1 2%, §
R 29.6 344 28.8 23.1 28.9 23.2 29.0 23.4 29.3 26.%
S ot embar 29.6 25 .7 29.38 23.1 29.1 PR3 28.9 22.5 28.9 23.%
1.1 .6 30.0 22.8 2947 23.5 29,9 21.8 29.1 9% 7
A 2%.7 5 30,0 2% 47 25.3 23.3 29,7 22.4 28.9 22.3
19,9 a 28.9 23.5 25.7 35,7 23.0 1.6 28,7 595




TEMPERATURE RECORDEU AT PORT BLAIR

1984 19585 1956 1w87 1988
MONTH/YEAR Mean Max.Mean Min.Mean Max.Mean Min.dMean Max.Mean Min.Mean bday.Mean Min.Meon Moz o Mean Man

January 28.4 22.1 2953 22.9 29.2 22.6 26.5 21.2 29,4 212
February 29,6 24.5 25.9 22.3 29.7 20,7 29,8 70.1 2 2 g
March 30.6 22.6 31.2 2.8 31.1 28t 3l.u 22.8 51 2.0
aApril 3Y.9 . = NA 32.4 24 .1 | 32.4 21.8 32.6 24.6 3.4 23U
May i 30.9 24.0 31.5 2445 -31.5 22.8 3l.z 230 BRI 22,8
June 29.5 25.5 29.2 43 29.5 22.9 30.0 24.2 2T i

July 29,1 23.6 28,9 23.5 58,5 23.2 - 30.4 T, 7 29.4 of

August 30.6 24.4 28.9 23.6 28.7 22 eH 9.0 8.8 29.4 Zk.8
September 29,0 23ied 28.7 23.1 L5 22:3 254 242 20.9 211l

October 29.5 2351 29,1 - 23.0 29.5 21.3 30.1 7.4 29,4 20,4

November 29.9 24,2 L 22.8 £9.6 208 25,8 22.2 28.4 WHCT

December “ 28.7 22 7 29,3 23,2 29.6 22.0 28.8 22.60 28.8 2.6
Year-wise

Mean Max. &

. Mean Min, 29.8 23.6 29,1 23.3 29.9 222 30.2 dedie’Y 2948 1.6
Temperature
( Average )



25,9 30.2 25.6 28.1 24

28,9 0.6 29.4 24.5 29,4 24.9 29.3 23.6 27.9 24.3 28B.6 22,

o AL 28.8 20.3 29,2 24 .4 28.7 23.7 28,2 234 29.0 24,6 28.8 23,

frinda 29,2 20,4 24,72 24 .0 S 23.5 2H.8 22.5 28,7 2o 29.0 22.

yony 29.6 24 .5 29.9 24,2 28.9 Bl B 2.2 22.9 29.5 24.0 30.0 2

1 2L 20,1 28,7 22.1 29.1 23,13 2% 23.4 29.9 £4.6 30.0 23,

inbyer 25,72 20.1 29,3 24,8 29,2 23.5 29,0 23,3 29.9 24.3 31.0 22,
il

b 19.46 20.4 29,8 24.2 0.0 23.7 29.6 23.0 0.0 24.0 0.1 23,4
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HEAN BELATIVE HUMLILGI oy FEECENTAGE L B PO BLSLR
15966 1867 L9968 L969 19740

lYEAR:MUNTH 0830 hrs.1730 hrs. 0830 hrs. 1730 hrs. 0820 hre.i730 hrs.0820 hrs. 1740 hrs.0830 his.1730

;Ianua ry 73 7 75 7Y LG 74 7 REY L
February 70 74 72 795 56 71 71 73 64
March 62 68 58 ik &5 72 70 Y 60
ﬁpr;i b6 74 56 o 66 75 66 73 66
May 81 43 81 g 78 83 80 B 81
June 82 82 84 87 65 &7 06 67 87
Suly 87 | 88 84 ay 6 R7 a6 G e oxe
%ugust_ _ 85 HE 7 ge i34 yd B3 857 B
éeptember 85 89 84 86 - 85 88 83 66 85
betober 79 66 43 68 79 85 77 b4 0
ﬁovcmber 81 g5 77 g4 75 B2 77 | gz i
December 80 87 68 b 75 6o 65 75 77

A e e o e e e .

Year-wise

Mean Ralati- 77 Wk il 52 7 6L 77 G1 74

ve humidity

HAverage)

; " __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E
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TABLE-VIIL{CONTD.

1871 19872 19713 . 1974 1975
YEAR/MONTH U830 hrs.1730 hrs.0820 hrs.l1730 hrs.08240 hrs.1730 hrs.0830 hrz.1730 hrs.0830 hrs.1730 ars.

January 65 72 b6 70 67 70 69 7 78 79
Paebruary : 64 7 655 69 73 73 71 71 72 73
Moaroh 67 T Gh i 7L 73 70 74 72 72
April 62 74 ! 76 67 72 73 74 68 74
My R i 79 Hl B4 85 77 81 79 83
i 52 35 B6 | 85 g6 85 80 83 8o y7
i 15 B g5 85 86 87 84 85 82 81
rret 43 Uy 842 i) 85 Bo B3 64 85 87
Soemrembe td 88 82 86 -84 86 g1 86‘:‘. 83 84
foeshare I 95 8o 79 Bd 54 By Bd a8 84 g2
Hovember 72 78 83 83 79 g1 78 83 81 85
Diermmber 74 B 74 37 73 74 72 T4 T4 78
T 0 A0 77 51 78 80 7 30 79 5




MEAN RboarTvr BUMELLTY PLOCENTAGE Rivcomsin .-';:;' (I TS I R

YEAR, Hon };'"55551“553‘6";1;“5555';";”i};l"i.;""';;QJJ;Q"ILZS]ITQZE B I S

Jénuary 66 X 74 75 76 77 7 78 7 7.
February 70 62 <74 74 A3 73 69 U 0y e
Mafeh | 68 273 73 74 69 7 65 65 67 G
April - | £9 68 67 73 70 74 71 78 67 7
May 82 83 ! 84 83 81 77 80 76 a0
June g2 84 g3 g4 g5 85 a0 80 f1a 8.3
July o1 64 6o 68 55 G 46 G5 65 G
August 85 B 5 63 4 &3 83 64 b4 85
september 82 85 86 88 86 81 82 85 il 8

October 81 84 79 g3 76 &4 77 §2 84 4y
Novembery ' 77 A1 77 g0 75 77 74 76 79 - 46

December 72 71 73 77 71 72 72 73 74 Hd

Mean Relati- 76 78 78 g 74 79 76 78 77 7S
ve humidity
{Average)



TABLE-VIL{CONTD.)

SN 0830 bre.l730 hrs. 0830 hrs.1730 hrs.0830 hrs.1730 hrs.0830 hrs,1730 hra.0830 hrs.1730 hrs

Joatory U 7 o) 75 70 73 71 71 74 76
Fobra ey a7 74 70 73 74 72 78 82 69 73
Mavrah 61 71 69 73 67 67 70 72 69 71
April 6o b 78 70 77 68 67 72 77 69 72
dhoay 77 79 76 a0 67 71 74 79 75 20
June ) 63 8 42 i 62 83 83 84 83 B4
Julw 82 85 B4 85 83 8o 43 84 B2 84
Avrgust t 4 th .2 s B 85 7Y B2, y 4‘ 5
Bepplombior g2 b ) | Y5 B2 a8 82 85 B3 89
Uotoher . 80 86 77 ‘ 81 85 87 78 82 81 87
November 80 a6 861 57 79 77 76 79 80 84
Uerecembor 75 Bl 70 g 75 79 75 77 i) 75

Yesr-wlse
]

Mean Relatil- 76 51 ey 80 76 7d 77 go 77 8o

teea by dUg

{Average)
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TABLE-VII{CONTD.)

PURT BLALR

1994
VEARMONTIL  GRA0 hrse 1730 hrs, 0030 hes 1730 hrs.0850 hee. 1750 hre. 0850 hee 11735 hoo:
Jamuary 74 75 77 By 7L 72 2 75
| Febiruary 69 71 ] Gu 6 R 71 70 69
Maroeh 73 72 68 77 69 71 70 74
April 73 75 67 70 66 74 71 75
?~17.-; v 74 74 76 HU 73 77 B . BS
Juine 78 79 82 84 79 B2 84 ' 85
July 3 84 43 Hid B4 thd 13t 85
AUrpust ' 88 87 84 87 4o 45 5 86
Sewtember B %3] g4 87 84 86 85 87
Dot obor 61 88 g1 8b 82 86 76 82
Foavembist 71 78 77 74 35 79 76 V 79
SR S STAR & 74 76“ 72 4 70 72 72 75

o




AE ko

MEAN WIND SPEEDI(KM/HES, )

January
February
March
April
May

June
July
August
sSeptember
October
Novemher

flecember

e 966 1oe1  1easaonn
0.0 b 6.3 6.5 7.9 6.1 4.9 4,3
5.3 7.9 6.0 5.3 7.7 B L0
4.4 7.9 2.9 5.8 6.1 3 5 B I
6.5 5.1 6.1 6 il 6.4 5.0 5.7 5.
17.9 % 1.3 i 2 13.70 9,9 8.4 G4 %,
16,6 14,4 16.1 18.4 14.0 22,7 19.¢ Lo
14.9 16.5 12.8 18.6 16.6 15.0 17.5 12,
1447 17.9 2h, 2 16.1 19.8 23.8 154 PdLn
15.6 14,9 13,2 BRUINY 15,0 L2y la.e RV IRT
9.4 7.9 9.9 5.6 9,4 7.4 4 YLB
8.7 7.0 6.4 7.3 5.6 8,1 & il B, 5
9.6 157 8.6 9.9 9.1 9,6 b .Y Fs7



[
‘ .3 . 7. f,49 Fu B 5.8 G.1 .8 6.3 S
Brua 345 Dl 6.t 4 4.9 5.5 5.7 By G 5.4 4.0
' 4.7 fro Bt Tosa L Ghvaray 4.4 %l .0 4.3 2.0
s $ oy 3. U b3 6.6 Faul By ¥ 5.5 3.5

.5 AU 6.5 LaL.g 11.1 0.0 6.7 8.9 6.0 11.3

Al 16,5 16.4 17.5 = P43 1 52:Y [ B3 16.6 14.5 14.6 17.6

Suguast L1747 18,6 151 12.1 s S 16.4 15.6 LS .8 15.8

Septenber 12.4 11.6 10.6 9.4 2 10,6 10.0 L. 4 9.2 12.7
JIr. e — 7.4 b2 6,4 6.2 7.6 7.1 8.5 6.5 KA 4.6
o — b2 7.3 5.9 10,4 7.2 8.1 Pl 7.2 1.0 P2
Dovembey 7.4 7oH g.9 9,u ) 7’. 4 U, 8 7.4 7.7 6.2 5L
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Hegn. No,

c&tj‘ s O L

: 39651 (P F)

SLANDS FORUM FOR DEVELOPNENT, JUSTICE AND PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENT

Andaman & Nicobar Islands Port Blair
Head Office : GOALGHAR, NEAR MARTHOMA CHURCH COMPLEX PORT BLAIR

LTy

Doy Fo. £P,,QJP[,@M Jir Date 24|12 20)

To,

Shri. Shekhar Singh
Commissicner
Camp at Port Blair

Respected Sir,

With reference to the discussion held with the delegates of this organization on the 15™ Day of

December 2001 at Port Blair . the supgestion sought for from the committee on the certain points are as
under:-

i} The member of this organization is in view that there should not be any compromise with the
lawbreaker who have illegaily damaged the forest and encroached over the forest land. The order
No, 54-1/85-H&R dated 17® August, 1987 (Copy enclosed) of A&N Administration which was
issued on the recommendation of high level committee constituted by A&N Administration had
not recommended to regularize any encroachment in the forest area. The relaxation obtained by
A&N Administration by Ministry of Environment to the regularize 1365 encroachment in forest
area is illegal. The Members of this organization is in a view to evict/remnove the entire
encroachment from the forest to protect the forest and check further encroachment.

i) It was decided in the C.C.A.C meeting HM.A.C, meeting and by high level commitice {copy
enclosed ) to regularize all the encroachment taken place prior to 31% December, 1961 and 3
December, 1978. But the A&N Administration has regularize all the encroachment prior to 1978
even after that but the encroachment, which had taken place prior to 31% December, 1961 has not
been regularized so far. The team encroachment used in case of excess land found possession of
the occupant in the survey conducted in the years 1960-61 is illegal. Because the survey was based
on the survey conducted by the foreign ruler in the year 1929 so this variation in the actual
possession of land and land record cannot be turmed as encroachment. The Hon'ble court may
aware of this fact before passing any o9rder on the case pending before his lordship.

i) The Member of this organization welcome the decision of the Govt. of India to hav: a unified
command @ thisdand in this Islands. This island is situated at a very strategic point and having its
own importance from defence point of view after establishment of Naval base by the Chinese at
COCO &Table island and installation of defence base by the united states at Mauritius (Deco
Gasia) island . The defence are strengthen their establishment in two most important point one at
North Andaman Near Port Comwallis Area which is very nearer to Burma and another at
Campbell Bay which is just 90 miles away from Malaysia. The Air Force As aiready having a
large Airfield in Car Nicobar island for all sought of latest defence Aircraft and there can also
coordinate with the other command station at Campbell Bay. We feel there is no Justification to
have further installation of Unified command at Port Blair which is already tourist and influx of
population may leak over defence secrecy which is very much important for every Nation. There
further strict instruction by the Hon'ble Supreme Court is only the remedy to check further Influx
of population in which has already reached to its saturation point.

With regards,

Yours faithfully,

Dated: 3] ) - 1.~ -0 O] &
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SUBMISSIONS OF SOCIETY FOR Andaman & Nicobar ECOLOGY

BEFORE PROF. SHEKHAR SINGH COMMISSIONER APPOINTED BY
HON’BLE SUPREME COURT

1. Forest Organisation chart:

At present we have a PCCF, a CCF, six CFs, six DFOs and ten DCFs, a
- total of 24 IFS officers. In 1982-83, there were only 16 IFS Officers. In 1982-
83, 1,50,000 cu.mtrs of logs were extracted, and 12,000 labourers were
working. in 2000, onty 40,000 cu. mtrs of logs were extracted and 2400
labourers worked. The regeneration figures of 82-83 is also much higher that
those of 2000-01. [t seems that less and less is getting done by more and
more people. Prof Parkinson studied the British Admiraity and British
Colonial Office and demonstrated that the growth of bureaucracy is totally
unrelated to the volume of work. The Admiralty employed more babus in
1960s than in 1944 when the Royal Navy had three times more ships, officers
and sailors. There were a lesser number of people in the British Colonial
Office when “ the sun never set in the British Empire” than when the entire .
consisted of two crown Colonies of Hong Kong and Singapore only. Our
Forest Department is a classical model demonstrating Parkinson’s Law.

There is a proposal of inducting an Addl. PCCF another CCF in the
Department. At the same cost it s possible to have 30 Foresters, considering
the thin spread of Foresters and Forest Guards who guard the forest against
illegal felling and poaching we shall have more field staff than Managers. We
have a hundred odd PAs in these Islands but the CWLW does not have even

a score of Foresters and Forest Guards.

A].




The total forest area in the Islands is 7171 sq. Kms, out of which 3150 Sq,
kms. Is declared as Tribal Reserve, controlied by the DCs of Andaman &
Nicobar. So, only 4021 Sq.kms of forest is being managed by 24 IFS Officers
@ 168 Sq, mtrs per person. When we compare this with 348 in MP 488 in
Nagaland , 382 in Orissa, 480 in Arunachal, Goa, Mizoram and all Uts, A &

Islands appear to be over er dcwed with IFS Officers.

We humbly urge the Commissioner to kindly recommend restructuring by
reducing the number of Senior Officers to 1982 level and putting a ban on

creationffilling up of any more senior posts in the next five years.
2. Transparency and elimination of corruption an inefficiency:

There are many allegations of double marking of logs, use of the same TP
more than once to take material out etc. etc. We urge the Commissioh to
recommend making the Working Plans and such other papers public and
available to common citizens on payment of reasonable charges. Any permits
issued by ED should be made public by putting a copy on the Notice Board
and infernet/media and forwarding a copy to the local PRI office. The
existing Protection infrastructure is not, obviously, adequate. We urge the
Commission to usher in an era of public participation. So that the people
feel that the Forest is theirs and not merely "Sarkari”. Then the local people

will take on themselves the burden of protection.

3. Joint Forest Management:

In view of the prevailing level of educated unemployment, the present regime
of forest protection through policing alone is unviable. Joint Forest
Management is the only answer to the question of protection. An additional
benefit from JFM would be income generation for rural poor through collection

of non-timber forest produce. Rural poor should be permitted and even
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encouraged to grow medicinal plants on the forest floor, fatten and later
culture mud crabs in mangrove area and such other activities in the long-term
interest of conservation. This will reduce and hopefully even eliminate the
pressure of iflegal felling and poaching that afflicts the Istand forests today.

4. Involvement of PRIs:

The 73 and 74" Amendments to our Constitution provides for devolution of
powers to the local self government institutions. In accordance with these
amendments the President of India has framed the relevant Reguilation of the
A & N Islands and the Administrator has framed the Rules as required under
the Regulation. The subjects proposed for such devolution of power to PRis
include collection of NTFP and Social Forestry. it will appropriate if the
Commission facilitates this transition through Supreme Court intervention as
the Administration, apart from a pious Gazette Notification in 1985 has not
done much eise yet.

5. Transparency in Forest Management:

SANE had requested for a copy of the Working Pian for Litlle Andaman Island
and was refused by the CCF on the ground that “It is an official document’.
SANE approached the Hon'ble Lt. Governor citing a Bombay High Court
Judgement in Pune Cantonment Board case upheld by the Supreme Court
and was able to get a copy, just in time to submit a list of errors before the

Hon’ble Supreme Court.
6. Regarding Working Plan{LA):
At Para 1, it is stated, “in the year 1977, the harvestable forests were leased

our to the Corporation”. It accepts that forests outside the area leased out

are not harvestable.
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Although required in Para 18, the Corporation has not maintained the forest

boundary. The work of fixing permanent boundary pillars remains incomplete.

At Para 4, wild pig is described as an injurious animal though itis an endemic.

At Para 45, Pegions, Parrots and Parakeets are described likewise, allegedly
causing * great destruction” to “Paddock “ (among others). Paduak does not

oceur in Little Andaman at all and parrots do not occur in the whole of Indian
Union.

Para 52 states illicit falling is not a big problem but encroachment is!
Encroachments in the Islands are for the prupose of agriculture requiring
clear felling of the area. During the last three years between 1000 and 1500

new encroachments took place in LA

Para 65 states “ There are 250 wood based industry... with an installed
capacity of 1.50 Lakhs cu.mtrs per annum” And yet, last year even the
40,000 cu.mtrs felled could not be sold.

Para 90 states that the cost of extraction of timber was Rs. 923.69 and the
averhead cost was Rs. 2274.21 bringing the {otal cost to Rs. 3197.90. Para
141 gives the main objectives of setting up of the FPDC. The corporation to

date couid meet none of the objectives.

Para 145 (i) puts the length of the forest roads at 114.5 kms, Even if only 10
mtrs are cleared for the road and the shoulders, 114.5 Hac!s are covered by

the roads and should be deducted from the available forest area.

Para 190 categorically states that * *he forests of LA Division have not been
divided into blocks and boundaries” but Para 194 says, “The felling series is

divided into two blogks”.
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Para 192 calls “ the balance area of 6000hact. irregu!ar forest crops is
required to be converted into normal crop”. Can the Working Plan Officer
decide whether a natural forest is “irregular’ and whether it should be
converted to what he perceives to be “normal’? Para 209 lists “to convert
existing iregular forest crop to normal crop with a view to increase
productivity of commercial timber per unit area” as a special objective of
management.

Para 237 shows” a backiog of 2029 ha. harvested area yet to be re-
generated” up to 1998 while Para 148(Table 1.5.3) puts it at 2029 in 1998-99
and 2351 in 1997-98. Para 237 required the FPDC to cover at least 500 Ha.
of back log every year (in addition to the current felling). This has not been
done.

The direction of marking for thinning by a trained Deputy Divisional Manager
and atleast 25% checking by DM and 10% by GM are not being folfowed.

Para 267 required that “some of the drag path and feeder toads which cover
the whole of the regenerated area shall be cleared of all debries and
maintained as jeepable inspaction road” . Since such an area is substantial_ it
should be deducted from the area claimed to have been regenerated as rno

forest is allowed to exist on the roads.

Para 286 admits that “due to excessive and unsystematic collection of cane in
the past, they are becoming scarce.” Para 297 says “cane areas regenerate
themselves naturally if proper protection is given.” In fact, under the FPDC’s

management, this was not done in LA,
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Para 319 reveals tha profound ignorance of the Working Plan author. The CF
was declared as CWLW, the DFOs and DMs as Wildlife Wardens. Only non-
officials are declared as Hony Wildlife Wardens.

Para 360 claims that the boundaries of Reserve Forests were demarcated
with erection of RCC pillars in 1971. Why should it then be “difficult to give

the correct length of boundary” even 30 years later?

Para 371 prescribes maintenance of Plantation and Regeneration Journals in
“the loose leaf file system™ | Will this not facilitate intentional tampering with

records and evidence?

Para 381 states, “we may expect to sell the entire quantity of 17370 m® of
annual saleable yield in the locfl market.” A fond hope not bolstered by past
performance. In the past the corporation had repeatedly exported logs on the

plea that the local Industry was not picking up the stocks.

IN the Working Plans for Mayabunder and Diglpur 180cm gbh trees are
prescribed to be retained as mother trees. It is only in LA that 150 cm gbhis
prescribed. In SA, Mayabunder and Diglipur, even the same Working Plan

author prescribes 180cm.

Also enclosed is an estimate of requirement of timber projected by the
Directorate of Industries. We pray for a small window of extraction in

Andaman Forest but definitely not in LA.

A study of the Felling Contro!l Registers of LA would reveal that the
prescription o retaining the required number of mother trees was not followed

even during the two years that the WP was in force.
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The Working Plan is a ten year prescription for forest management and major
errors in such a prescription is unacceptabie. We suggest that formulation of
Working Plans be entrusted to experts from Research Institutions like FRI and
at draft stage these be made available to PRIS/NGOs / interested persons to

eliminate such pit falls in future.

An estimate of Land area available for extraction of Timberinthe A& N

Islands:

AN ESTIMATE OF FOREST LAND AREA AVAILABLE FOR
EXTRACTION OF TiMBER IN THE A& N ISLANDS

Area in sq.km. Source Balance
A&N lIsiands 8249
Forest Area 7171 Forest Statistics 97-98pl 7171
Tribal 5
EBSGNB 3150 Forest statistics €7-98p! 3661
A-
{combined) forest statistics,97-98
p43-45
CRZ Area 320 Estimated pro rata for 3341
areas other than
TR&PA ]
Area above 438 Estimated pro rata as 2903
45% slope, per forest statistics
waterways,
catchements
etc
Area already 2578 Forest statistics p15 325
harvested
Area
availabie 325
far logging

According to the forest statistics, in the last 8 years (1990-91 to 1987-98)
27504 ha was harvested for timber. Therefore at an average, the annual area
subjected to extraction comes to 3438 ha. Actual figure will be much more as

forestry operations were definitely more extensive and intense in its quantum




of exiraction per unit area. Since the rotation period is at 75 years, although
the department has worked for more than 100 years, the minimum area
worked in the last 75 years works out to 3448x75= 257850 ha, assuming that
the department has religiously followed the principles of rotation &s prescribed
in its silvicultural system and had not gone back to a worked area within 75

year:.

A&N Islands have a total area of 8249 sq.kms. The forest area is stated to be
7171 sq.kms. The total area of tribal reserves is 3150.65 sq.kms. While the
trival reserves mostly have a good forest cover, these are protected under
the A&N Aboriginal Tribes Protection Regulation. These are under the
administrative control of the two Dy. Commissionars of Andaman & Nicobar
districts. Therefore, the forest area under the controf of the Forest Deptt. Is
only 4021 sqkms. Collection of any resource from the tribal areas is
prohibited under the ANAPTR except by primitive tribes.

Some of the areas are covered under two or more of the above classification
that is there may be an overlap. However, once it is worked out and
deducted from the available area outside the ambit of forestry, there appears
to be only 32,500Ha left for forestry operations in the islands. If extraction
from about 800 ha. is permitted to meet local needs, and no more, this
should last us for about 40 yeafs. In the meantime, the 75 ear cycle would

have been completed in some areas.

The entire north and middle Andaman islands was leased out 10 M/s P.C.Ray
and Company Limited in early fifties and they had worked the forests in these
area till mid sixties. The exact data of their working is not available and as
such these could not be incorporated in the above conclusion. The
depariment has already submitted an affidavit with regard to the working of
the Company in the Hon' High Court of Calcutta, details can be called for the

areas leased out to timber industries like ATl Wimco, ATP and Kitply etc., as

8.



Timber Harvesting coupes in the eighties. The areas covered by Andaman
Trunk Road, forest camps all over the islands, the camps and other
establishments of the Forest Corporation have not been incorporated in the

above calculation.

Separately enclosed are statements of available data on the huge quantity of
logs lying in the forests, forests depots, iog depots, log ponds etc. There is
aiso a huge stockpile of sound timber of unwanted sizes at he Govt. Saw Mill
which can be resawn to mest local demands. In fact this is a crying need as
much of the stock has already got spoiled/pilfered and so on due to prolonged
storage. We urge the commission to ascertain the actual quantities on

ground.

The Forest Department and the FPDC maintain the data of extraction and
export in form no.7. The form no. 7 would indicate how much timber
remained in stock(extraction minus export) over successive years. The
department as well as the Corporation had been extremely wasteful in the
past. There were many mentions in local papers and many complaints of
valuable logs rotting in the forest for years together. The Supreme Court
could facilitate productive use of this wasted resource. The Commission might

like to call for the for 7s and to get a summary prepared.

There are numerous complaints of illegal export of timber from the FPDC’s
area. Standard operating procedure is marking two trees with the same
number and using the same Transit Pass/Gate Pass twice by greasing the

palm of Check Post Personnel.

In Feb, 2000, on the basis of a complaint, the 1B investigated and found 4
Transit Passes issued by Ranger officer, Diglipur, all dated 19" February,
2000, two of which were numbered and two unnumbered. The Forest Deptt.

did not know of any export permit granted to FPDC. On enguiry, it was
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revealed that the MD, FPDC, had personally carried a file and obtained the
signature of PCCF and the LG to legalize the export. It was quite
extraordinary, to say the least. Our MP had sent a complaint to the Chief
Vigilance Commissioner. A copy of his letter together with photocapies of the

TPs are enclosed.

We suggest that the Forest Department and particutarly, the Forest
Corporation have been felling more trees than are permitted under the
Working Plans and more than the market demand and had been losing huge

quantities of timber through mishandling, pilferage and deterioration of stocks.

We urge the Hon'ble commission to examine the Form “7’of every extraction
camp and also to call for the Felling Control Registers wherever the

Commission feels it is necessary.
. Financial Jugglery:

Hershad Mehta's modus operandi was to persuade a friendly Senicor Banker
to accept a cheque in absence of sufficient funds in the account and to hoid
on to the cheque till enough balance was available in the Bank Account. We
suspect that the Forest Corporation had been engaging in this dubious
practice. They had issued a cheque no. 314492 for Rs. 50,00,000/-on 5"
September, 2001, to the Forest Department towards outstanding lease rent
and royalty dues which, according to our information, was credited o the
Forest Department only on 1% October, 2001.  Similarly, on 29" Qctober,
2001, they had issued a cheque No £84960 for Rs. 1.00,00,000/- { when
their balance was only Rs. 44,05,208/-) which alongwith another cheque
No. 124876 of 29" October, 2001. We suspect that similar situation existed
in respect of Cheque no. 625960 of 5" October, 2001 issued to the Forest
Department.



We have reasons to believe that the Corporation used to accept cheques
from mainland-based timber merchants and allowed them to lift stocks, sell in
the market and deposit the proceeds in their accounts, before producing the
cheques received from the merchants for payment. This practice we believe,

prevailed particularly during the tenure of Mr. Vakkom Purushothaman as LG.

10.Royalty for MFP from Little Andaman:
We further suggest that the Forest Corporation had been collecting royalty
for minor forest produce issued by them in Littie Andamans, which were never
deposited in Govt. Account (Forest Department). The Corporation, thereby,

has been guilty of breach of trust and has illegally usurped taxpayers’ money.

11. Encroachments:
The biggest threat to the Island ecosystem comes from encroachments
permitted by a permissive Administration. Of 1ate, awareness of this problem
had been growing and now there is a political will to combat this menace
among the people and PRI functionaries across the party line. Several

measures to curb the influx are in the pipeline.

We suggest that the people at a large and the PRIs in particular need to be
encouraged and motivated to resist encroachments, particularly in the forest
area. A very iarge number of encroachers have already honeycombed our
dense forests. Without the support of the people and the PRIs, there does
not appear to be any chance of evictingfrelocating them. The Commission,
could, perhaps help in establishing .a mechanism to solve this very serious
problem. We suggest that uniess the Administration and the PRI
functionaries learn to work together and to say ‘please’ fo each other, the

wider goal of conservation of our biodiversity cannot be achieved.
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12.

13.

Timber Industry:

The recent Supreme Court Order banning felling of all naturally-grown trees
and the subseguent order banning conversion of all naturally-grown logs as
created much apprehension. A large numbe " cf factory/workshop workers

are currently out of employment as are the Small-Scale Industry owners.

Since the already harvested logs are likely to deteriorate and rot benefiting no
one, we humbly suggest that conversion of existing stock of aiready felled
logs may kindly be aliowed to be converted. It will save the livelihood of a
large number of people who were adversely affected through no fault of
theirs. We estimate that there is enough timber to last 9 to 12 months even if
there is no fresh felling. Once this interim relief is granted, the Commission
will have ample time to minutely examine and decide the issue of further
felling of trees. Even if the commission takes six months or more, there

would be no immediate danger to the livelihood of poor people.

The personnel of Forest Department and Forest Corporation who are
currently idie due to the ban ion tree-felling could be profitable deployed to
complete the nuge backlog in regeneration. In case surplus manpower is still
available, they could be deployed for water shed management, demarcation

of forest boundaries and eco-development work, if the commission agrees.

Padauk Conversion:

Padauk is allowed to be sawn only in the Govt. Saw mills at Chatham and
Betapur. No private saw mill is allowed to convert Padauk. If a farmer in
Diglipur wishes to arder a Table or Almirah legally, he would have to
undertake z five day trip to chatham or Betapur (one day each for travel up

and down and three days to get the timber) if he is lucky. Since this is too
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inconvenient, even law-abiding citizens are obliged to buy, illegal timber

and/or bribe their way through.

There is no logic in not permitting cutting of Padauk logs in Diglipur or
Mayabunder where these are harvested. The system only undermines
peoples’ faith in the law of the lanc! end perpetuates corruption.

14. We humbly suggest that

i) the export of logs be totally banned.

i) The export of plywood and veneer be discouraged by at least withholding
the transport subsidy that is currently paid as the subsidy almost equals
the wages paid by the industry as a whole (Annexure:..)

i) That treatment of timber intended for construction be made compulsory.
This is mandatory as laid down in CPWD manual ( also followed by
APWD). But the APWD invariably certifies that “ treated timber is not
available” and use untreated timber. The DPC has also recommended the
same during the last two years.

v} That setting up of timber treatment facilities be encouraged all over the
Islands by the Administration/ANIIDCO through unemployed engineers or
entrepreneurs employing them. Our DPC had also made the same
recommendations repeatedly.

v) That production of small volume value-added timber products { like
flooring tiles, handicrafts etc.) be encouraged in the Small Industries
sector to take care of the growing unemployment and also {o augment
revenue.

Vi) That the Forest Officers do not have the necessary expertise to run such
non-forest activities as a Saw Mill.  We urge the Commission to consider
transferring the Govt. Saw Mills at Chatham and Betapur to a commercial
organisation, whether private of public, as long as the units are manned
by professionals and are run at a profit. The wastage rates of the Govt.

Saw Mills are too high to be acceptable.



vii)

viii)

That the system of engaging Contractors for collection of minor forest
produce frequently leads to overexploitation - and waste. The Gram
Panchayats should be declared as Forest Protection Committees and
empowered to collect all MFP. This will generate substantial rural
employment and the people will have an incentive of protecting the
resource base to ensure continued income. This was recommended in
the findings of BCPP Peoples’ Strategy Project also.

Collection of sea sand, although prohibited under CRZ continues
unabated causing massive erosion and potential loss of tourist revenue by
obtaining exemptions from the MoEF year after year, even after
successful operation of Stone Pulvarisers producing rock-dust and sand
substitute. There are many allegations of misuse and mismanagement
including use of a sing TP for transportation of more than one
consignment. We urge the Commission to encourage setting up of the
required number of stone pulverisers to meet construction needs and to
transfer the work of allotment, monitoring and issue of TP for collection of
sand to the PRIs.

The forestry operations in Andarmans must be made sustainable in the
long run. We advocate extreme caution in avoiding waste and a highly
selective felling with in a rigidly fixed limit. According to the conservative
calculations submitted by us to the Hon'ble Supreme Court, we still have
12500 Hectzres of forest left that could be harvested. In a few years time,
the 75 year cycle would be over in old harvested area. We urge the
commission to institute @ mechanism for continued and sustainable
harvesting. The approximate requirements of timber for the local needs
as calcuiated by the Director of Industiies is enclosed for the local
needs as calculated by the Director of Industries is enclosed for the
Commission’s consideration. But we strongly feel that further tree-felling
should be permitted only after the carefully inventorised existing stocks

including salvaged and salvageabie stocks are exhausted.
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Appropriate Building Technoloqy

Appropriate Building Technology for our Fragile Ecosystem

A critical economic consideration for the Andaman & Nicobar Islands is in its
potential as a major tourist destination in the world. Inherent to this consideration
is the preservation of the environmental values for which tourists, both national
and intemational, are increasingly visiting these Islands. It is therefore
imperative that the beaches, seas and coral reefs, and the forests in the interior
of the islands are feft relatively undisturbed as this is what attracts visitors.
Equally important to this economic consideration is that the aesthetic values,and
the traditional architecture of our townships and villages in the Islands be
maintained.

Exploitation of sand from the beaches

That the exploitation of sand and quarrying corals from coasts has had serious
repercussions on coastal environments in India has been well documented, and
this concern is reflected in the Coastal Zone Regulation of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, and in the directives of the Supreme Court. This
concern was foreseen years ago when the Island Development Authority
recommended that construction in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands should be
from timber which is both locally available and renewable, and should be in the
existing architectural style.  That the quarrying of sand and coral rubble for the
construction boom that the Islands are currertly experiencing has resulied in
serious eroston and other problems, is evident from the fact that several Gram
Panchayats have protested agairist quarrying in their areas.

What are the disadvantages of concrete?

¢ Low Life Span
For a proper concrete construction, the engineers say that sand should have
at least 95% plus silica(Si0Os) content. Unfortunately the sea sand avaiiable in
Andamans has a silica content of less than 45%. Sand should also be non-

(Fy
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saline so that it does not corrode the steel reinforcements inside. Concrete
also needs to be cured for about 21 days through pouring of copious
guantities of fresh water to quench the heat generated from the exothermic
reactions that hardens the concrete mixture. Lack of curing with fresh water
results in minute cracks deveioping in the concrete through which water and
air seeps in and corrodes the steel reinforcements, apart from weakening the
structure. Instances of such poor concrete constructions in Andamans are a
dime a dozen  These include the Old Syndicate Bank Building {now
demolished) the Kendriya Vidhyalaya building which is already being
dismantled, the G.B. Pant Hospital where a lump of concrete from the roof fell
near a patient; and the Directorate of Industries building where foad bearing
members have developed deep cracks and so on.

High Risk due to Earthquake

This recommendation has been made by various other learmed agencies and
individuals who have studied the Andaman & Nicobar islands,, not merely
because of the biological and aesthetic value of the Islands, but also because
the Islands fall in the Ring of Fire, and are an earthquake prone region.
Multi-storied concrete constructions are therefore of a high risk in these
Islands.

What is the alternative?

There is an urgent need to encourage the use of timber as the local
construction medium.  in the Andaman & Nicobar islands the existing
argument against the use of timber for construction has been that it has a
short life span, and therefore reguires frequent maintenance. However, if
properly treated/seasoned with existing technologies, as the plant in the
Chatham Saw Mill has effectively demonsirated, the iife span of buildings
constructed with timber is greatly enhanced.

Advantages of Timber over Concrete
Less Expensive

Experiments with treated local timber conducted by the Forest Department
at Chatham Saw Mill have shown surprising resuits.  For coenstruction
purposes. even the local soft wood, Thilpok when pressure treated with the
ASCU solution, has a life span exceeding 25 years even in externat walling.
Such buildings still stand at Chatham islands. 1t has also been seen that

fesed o
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Creosote treated wooden poles used for High Tension lines has a life of 25
to 30 years, while a very large percentage of more costly and more energy
intensive concrete poles fail and need repiacement within 10 to 15 years.
This increased long life makes timber less expensive. The cost incurred for
importing highly energy intensive products like cement and steel from the
mainland would also be saved.

Environment Friendly and Fire Retardant

Use of treated timber would save scarce resources like sand and water. The
fire retardant treatment, which involves impregnating with chemicals, makes
timber fire resistant. The life span of buildings made of timber can be further
enhanced, if only the foundation, toilet and kitchen are made of concrete.
The recent and past fire accidents in Port Blair is not a case against the use
of timber as the construction medium, but serve as grotesque reminders for
the use of fire retardant timber.

Is it Sustainable?

Inherent to the need of exclusively constructing from timber, is a rapid
phasing out of the export of timber and timber products from the |slands.
Considering that the timber companies pay a low royalty, and receive
significant subsidies directly in electrically and freight and indirectly from for
instance the maintenance of roads, the nett revenue earmed by the [slands is
either nii or negiigible. \We strongly desire that the export of timber and timber
products should be greatly reduced. And that the timber from forestry
operations be made available to fulfill the construction requirements of the
Islands. This will ensure that our forests will continue to remain a sustainable
resource that fulfills the needs of the Andaman & Nicobar Islands. Under this
method, the need for sand and quarry products will be greatly reduced.

Rock dust instead of sand

Certain requirements, for example the maintenance of roads and the
construction of foundations, have to be met by concrete. Here rock dust can
effectively replace sand as has been successfully demonstrated in Island
systems like Seychelles, Mauritius, and even in countries like Turkey.
Er.Manohar Singh, the former Principat of Govt. Polytechnic at Port Blair had
performed a comparative study of concrete cubes cast with sea sand and with
stone dust, substituting the sea sand and found that the concrete cast with
sione dust was by far superior to the ones cast with sea sand.



Conclusion

We believe that the use of timber as the construction medium and the
discouragement of concrete as the construction medium is economically
viable, environmentally sustainable and socially equitable. It also
enhances the aesthetic value of the islands and which will play a crucial role
in the development of the tourism industry. To ensure that timber becomes a
popular and viable construction medium, we urge that untreated timber is not
sold for construction purpose. More plants fo treat timber needs o be
developed so as to meet domestic demands sustainably. The sand and
stone quarrying ban in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands has resulted in the
Administration coming under considerable pressure.

We urge you to resist the reconsideration of ban on mining of sand and
quarry products, as these would be in the short and long term economically,
ecologically and aesthetically devastating for the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

We pledge our support in ensuring that the environment of the islands
remains undamaged, and that it continues to attract ceople as one of the last
pristine islands in our increasingly degraded world



Scheme No. 1. : Development of infrastructure facitlities

a)
b)

c)

d)

Q)

The staff quarters proposed should not be taken up except for
the Nicobar group of Islands. HRA, as applicable may be paid.
Compound wallis should not be constructed. These shouid be
replaced with green fencing.

Fish markets should be constructed only in areas with large
population. The markets should have a roof overhead but no
walls around. These should be open.

The proposals for setting up of new cold storages should be
based on proper survey, taking into consideration the number of
fishermen in the area, fish landing and viability of the project.
The supply of engine spares on 50% subsidy should be effected
only to boots genuinely engaged in fishing. It is reported that
many fishing boats are engaged in touring of logs and collection
of sand.

Supply of EFR to primitive tribes on 100% subsidy should be
discontinued. They neither need nor want these.

We should collect data on the number of fishing boats financed
so far and ascertain the quantities of fish landed by them
annually and whether the boats are still operational before

considering this scheme next year.
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Camp. : ANDAMAN HOUSE
12, Chanakya Puri, New Delhi - 21
Ph. 4102017, 6878120, 6871443

Bishnu Pada Ray
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
(LOK SABHA)

. P.O.PORT BLAIR
ANDAMAN, PIN-744 101

Tele. : 03192-31004 (O)
03192-33375, 36835 {R)

11" March, 2000.

Dear Mr. Vittal,

Export of timber in the form of round logs from the A & N [slands
is normally banned. However, in special cases, the Administrator has the
power to grant an export permit. '

Recently, the IB at Port Blair found a ship MV Savarkar carrying
round logs bound for Chennai from Diglipur in North Andaman.  The Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest's office had no knowledge of this. They
subsequently found out that Mr. B.S. Sajwan, the Managing Director of A & N
Forest & Plantation Development Corporation had personally carried a2 file and
got it signed by the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and the Lt. Governor,
thereby keeping the Forest Office in ignorance. The matter was reported in a
tocal paper also a copy is enclosed for your kind information.

The consignment was being carried under four Transit Passes
issued by the Range Officer, Diglipur. Curiously, while two Transit Passes are
machine numbered, two others do not bear any number at all - (copies of the
Transit Passes are enclosed).

| understand that at least three more shiploads of timber had gene
to Chennai before this and one more after.

This IB had apparently informed the Chief Vigilance Officer of this
matter and suggested a vigilance probe. But the CVO told them that the export
had been permitted by the Administration.

| do think that the CVC shoulc take a look into the affair.
With regards,

Yours sincerely,

250 e et (o,

(Bishnu Pada Ray)
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ORGAN OF SOCIETY FOR ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ECOLOGY
L September 1997 j

ISLAND TOURISM

- From the beginning of human civilization man has always been
restlessly trying to bring about a change in his society, politically,
socially and economically. He has constantly formed reformed
experimented and changed the existing order forever seeking
novelty. Hence the rise and fall of monarchy, aristocracy, oligarchy,
autocracy, democracy, fascism, socialism etc.eic. Hence also the
experimentation with polygamy, monogamy, and now simply living
together.

But with the “progress” of human civilization and particularly after
the Industrial Age, the resource-use pattern of man has so profoundly
affected the natural resources and even natural ecosystems that in
matters ecological and environmental man has now started attaching
ever-greater values to pristineness - an unchanged nature - nature as
it was a thousand or a million years ago. This craving for viewing,
enjoying and trying to be one with this pristineness in nature is one of
the most potent driving forces that promote tourism. This tendency in
a (wo) man is inversely proportionate to the pristineness of the
natural ecosystem that (s) he hails from. Thus the largest number of
eco-fourists come from the highly industrialised North and West
where biodiversity has taken a very bad beating.
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Cora! Reefs and Rainforests are two such greatly diverse systems
that awe, amour atfract and amaze the tourists from the first and the
second worlds. Of laie even Japan, following its phenomenal
economic boom and industrial development has also joined the
bandwagon. This set of tourists from the affluent countries are
seeking nature in its most pristine form. They are sick and tired of the
civilised ‘goodies’ and air-conditioned five star accommodations,
packaged and processed food and sterile astro-turfed fields where no
self-respecting grass would even grow.

They come to such destinations which are mostly located in third-
world countries to experience what they have already lost in their own
countries. Such tourists are often content with and even prefer an
ethnic cottage (if free of biting and flying insects), local fresh food and
safe drinking water. Tour operators often provide for them or offer five
star comforts and other things that tour-operators presume the
tourists want and of course what might conceivably give the operators
pecuniary advantages.

In Andamans, we are fortunate to have three such natural
elements, tne Coral Reefs, the Tropical Moist Forests and the Creeks
and Mangroves in relatively near pristine conditions although the
forests on the major Islands have taken a beating. Our tourism
development must, therefore, package these rare and wonderful
assets. We must also make every effort within our means to maintain
their integrity and pristineness as their value will continue to
appreciate in geometric progression as more and more of similar
systems elsewhere continue to deteriorate under pressure of
industrialization, urbanization and even unchecked growth of
tourism itself. Growth of tourism, if unchecked, tends to destroy the
very resources that attracted the tourists in the first place.

Every potential tourist has a certain expeciation from his proposed
destination. An Indian upper middie class tourist visits Dubai or
Singapore for shopping - looking for cheap electronic and other
bargains. He is not likely to visit the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve.
Conversely, a British bird-watcher or a German reef-entiiusiast is not
likely to be attracted by the Bombay megapolis or the duty-free shops
in Dubai. So trying to provide a great deal of duty-free shopping or
night clubs or marble-chrome-glass clad air conditioned concrete
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buildings is unnecéssary and perhaps counter productive in attracting
the eco-tourists to a nature lovers destination.

In Andamans, we need to ask ourselves, what the tourists expect
in Andamans and then to address ourselves to the question of
whether we can provide these without compromising the continued
health of cur natural assets.

It is widely believed that the foreign tourists come to Andamans for
its corals, forests and perhaps even remoteness. Our efforts should
therefore be channelised primarily to provide these to the tourists in
as pristine a condition as possible. We should definitely provide them
fresh seafood and safe drinking water. Accommodation for the
tourists should be in traditional-looking cottages, made of locally
available raw materials as far as possible. Such buildings should
blend with the surrounding nature and large structures, particularly
concrete-glass-steel ones should be avoided as these tend to stick
out like sore thumbs.

Each destination has or gets a character of its own. Many nature-
destinations of yesterday not so far from our Islands have today
earned notoriety as destinations for perverts, drug-addicts
pedophiles, and transvestites. Andamans must learn to say a firm
‘NO’ to those tourists seeking such services. Andamans must
acquire a reputation and a character of a pure nature tour destination.

In the last few years, the number of tourist arrivals has increased
in Andamans. But the number alone is not important The
development must be qualitative. The earning per tourists need to be
monitored and efforts made to boost the figure. Otherwise, we shall
run the risk of fast becoming a destination for hippies, and
backpackers.

Subsidies, as long as given, will have no dearth of takers. In
economics, a customer is one who has the will to buy a product and
the ability to pay for it. A tourist, likewise, must be willing and able to
pay for the “product” or “service” that the destination provides. To
attract the right kind of tourists or rather, to discourage the wrong
Kind, we need to eliminate all subsidies from the sector whether in



transport, food, water or power, including the invisible/indirect ones
so that the territorial economy benefits and the tourist considers it a
privilege to visit the destination. Making a destination “prized and
- coveted” is important.

Efforts need to be made in developing an Andaman cuisine based
primarily on fresh seafood and locally available and native vegetables
and fruits. The spotted deer is a menace in Andaman Forests and
deserves to be exterminated. Hunting and killing of spotted deer in
Andamans should be legalized and venison should be made
available to caterers on a regular basis. A combination of food,
scene and culture would prove to be an irresistibie lure to the affluent
and accomplished fourist.

Tourism thrives best in a friendly and hospitable community. It is
very important to ensure that the local community benefits from
tourist-revenue. Educated local youth should be given specialized
training to enable them to perform as informed Guides and Escorts.
Tourism-based small industries and business, particularly of locally
produced souvenirs need to be given special encouragement. Local
communities tend to be concerned about and tend to conserve those
resources on which their livelihood depends. A responsible tourism
industry deeply rooted in the local community is our best bet to
ensure conservation of nature including the Coral Reefs in the
lslands. : '

Perspectives differ. We always lament the lack of roads and
telephones. But | have heard a rich American praising Havelock
saying that there are no telephones on the Island to disturb one and
no vehicles spewing noxious fumes. ‘Ve can turn what we so far
perceived as a handicap into an advantage or even an asset. The
absence of roads and telephones could be projected in our
advertisements to attract a particular class of Tourists. We could tell
them, “No canned caviar or champagne, please. But you may have a
fresh lobster cooked in a tender green coconut on charcoal fire with
Toddy from Nicobar free from all additives and preservatives.”  Any
takers?



1.

Note on extraction in Little Andaman.

A hectare is an area equivalent to a square plot measuring
100mtrx100mtr. An average of 15 mature tree of commercial species
are extracted from such a plot. Since these fifteen target trees are
randomly distributed in the plot, a certain amount of forest clearance s
necessary to access the target trees and to drag these out after felling,

Such a tree, when felled, normally falls on at least 7 to10 other trees of
5 tol0 years age and destroy them.. A drag path of 1.5 mtrs. width is
cleared and leveled to enable an elephant to access it and drag it to the
main drag-way wherefrom a tractor/bulldozer drags it our for taking it to
the nearest Forest Department. The main path is usually 6 mtrs. wide to
enable the bulldozer free movement . Such a main drag path will
measure a minimum of thirty mtrs in length. The total of the elephant
drag paths would be about 300 mtrs or so. So, the total area of drag
paths in a hectare of worked forest is 30x6 mtrs or 180 sq.mtrs for the
main path for the bulldozer/tractor plus 300 x1.5mtrs  or 450 sq. mtrs
for the elephant drag paths that connects the 15 target trees to the nearest
point on the main drag path. Thus an area of 630 sq. mtrs are clear
felled out of every hectare (10000 sq.mtrs) of worked forest.

It 1s necessary to remember that all the drag paths must be neatly
levelled, that is, all tree stumps must be cut at ground level or uprooted
so that the eclephants can drag the logs smoothly. Such paths are
considerably longer than the straight-line distances between two points
because neither elephants nor bulldozers can drag logs / trees uphill. So
the paths must follow the natural contours. Our estimates given above
are absolute minimums required.

For every five hectares or so (on an average) of worked forest, a forest
depot (log depot) is set up where the logs are brought and stacked for
onward despatch. Such a depot normally measures about a hectare to
afford space for free movement of elephants, bulldozers and trucks in
addition to the space for storing ,sorting and marking the logs. So, one
hectare out of every six is clear felled and leveled to facilitate extraction.



5. So, in every five hectares of worked forest clear felling is done on 5x630

sq.mtrs. If we add the depot for which 10000 sq. mtrs are cleared, we
find that the total comes to 13150 sq. mtrs are clear felled in every 60000
sq. mtrs (6 hectares) of forest . That is, about 22% of the total area.

. Since the average canopy <ize of a tree is 3 mtrs in dia,and the area of
each canopy is about 7 to9 Sq. mtrs on and average, there are 1111 to
1428 trees in a hectare on an average. The clear felling takes 22% of
these, that is ,244 to 314 trees out the total of 1111to 1428, Add to that
the 15 target trees and the 105 to150 trees on which the 15 trees fall, the
total comes to 364 to 479 trees out of the 1111 to 1428 in each hectares,
fully one third of our forest wealth. All for the sake of a lousy 15 trees
that were targeted . Some marksmanship — some conservation!

. The whole world condemned the Pakistani Army and mulitants that
killed hundreds civilians to get at just fifteen enemy soldiers and rightly
so. What shall we call the Forest conservators who kill three hundred
trees to get the timber from only fifteen?



Society of Andaman and tlicobar Ecology
Post Box No. 63, Port Blair - 744101

AL M islands

India

11" August, 2001.

Your Exceilency,

We gather from media reports that your Excellency was apptoached by some
public representanves to approve granting of water and electrical connection to
all encroachets who encroached ull 1993.

Curs is a democracy. In a democracy the rule of law prevails. Our Constitution which is
the fountainhead of our law stipulates in Article 300 A (Chapter {V) that * No person shall
" be deprived of his property save by authority of law”. The term ° person” includes the
Govemment or the State. So, the State cannot be deprived of its property, in this
Binstance, land, save by authority of law. No cone can claim that the encroachers on our
forest or revenue land encroached “ by authority of law”.

In fact, the founding fathers of our Republic in the Constituent Assembly had made the
right to property a fundamental right of the citizens. It had remained a fundamental right till
1979 when it was amended. But respect for private or public property is still enshrined in
our Constitution.

Encroachers are rank trespassers. Trespassing is a criminal offence in our Country.
Anyone who facilitates a trespasser and encroacher to consolidate his hoid on illegal
holdings is actually working against the rule of law. It pains us to note that our eiected
representatives who have sworn an oath to uphold preserve and protect the Constitution
are actually engaging in aiding and abetting the criminal elements. We appeal to your
Excellency not to accede to such transparently illegal requests.

The cheap populist stuntmen in our body politic usually take the plea that the encroachers
are the poorest of the poor and meek. But the realily is that the poor and meek do not
dare tc encroach on public land. Only those with influence, or money to purchase
influence, do so. The encroachers in and around Port Blair include Govt, particularly
revenue officials and Poiice Officers, who can hardly be termed ‘ poor’,
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‘dispossessed’ or ‘meek’. Granting such people comfort in their illegal holdings would be
illegal, anti-people and unjust.

There is no provision for “regularizing” of encroachment in our Land Revenue and Land
Reforms Regulation, 1966. Since there is no scope of regularisation, how can our
politicians ask for providing civic amenities till such time as encroachments are
“regularised™?

We suggest that if private property is protected by law, public property should be inviolate,
Encroaching on a private land is cheating one. An encroacher on public land cheats the
Nation. Such an offence is unpardonable. We pray to you to kindly uphold the rute of law
and sternly admonish the politicians so that they do not indulge in such populist gimmicks.

The para 4.8.1 of the National Forest Policy of 1988, reads, “Encroachment on forest land
has been on the increase. This trend has to be arrested and effective action taken to
prevent its continuance. There should be no regularisation of existing encroachments”.

How, then, our worthy elected representatives dare to support the law-breakers in
contravention of a National Policy?

Your Excellency, we urge you to kindly publicly proclaim that no encroachment beyond
what has already been committed by the Govt., i.e., up to 1978, shall be even considered
for regularisation. This will protect the lawful Islanders as well as the Islands from the peril
that a section of cur elected representatives are inviting on us.

With respectful regards,

Yours sincerely,

{SAMIR ACHARYA)

To

His Excellency Mr. N.N.Jha
Hon’bie Lt. Govermnor

A & N Administration

Raj Niwas

Fort Blair.

#0.



23" QOctober 2000

Mr. Anil Baijal, 1AS,
Chief Secretary,

A & N Administration,
Port Blair.

Sub: Reopening of Plywood factories

Dear Sir,

We had been following with interest varicus news items and stories published in
the local media on the above subject. 1t appears that the Administration’s efforts
to prolong the life of the sick industries by providing Oxygen and Glucose drip is
not in consonance with the National policy. In these days of economic
liberalization, reduction of subsidies and administered prices, where the Govt. is
keen to privatize even the profit 'making PSUs, this effort seems to be

diametrically opposite to the declared policy.

It also appears to make littie economic sense. The ATI has about 800 regular
warkmen. All the three units together employ less than 2000. They also provide
employment seasonally to another 1000-1500 people. The average wages paid
to a regular worker is around Rs. 4500/- p.m. So, the total salary disbursements
of the Industry as a whole is Rs. 4500/- x 2000, or Rupees ninety Lakhs per
month and less than 12 crores a year. As against this, the Administration pays

out Rupees Six crores by way of transport subsidy alone. Substantial amount



are also paid out by way of direct and indirect subsidies on power consumption,
water charges and above all, supply of timber at administered prices. 1t is .his
obvious that public funds would actually be saved even if the units were allowed
to close down and their employees paid their wages at current rates out of public

funds directly.

The larger two of the three units are quite old. Most of their workers have put in
twenty years or more of Service. If a voluntary /compulsory retirement scheme is
formulated, awarding reasonable compensation to the workers, and forcing the
industry to pay this compensation, it will be a much better economic and
ecological proposition. In case of default by the Industry, if the Administration
takes over their assets and pays out the compensation, it would still cost the

taxpayers much less than under the present proposed arrangement.

We find that in the {ocal market a mainland-manufactured plywood is being sold
at a rate marginally lower than the local industry’s produce. Since the mainland
manufacturer who does not get 90% transport subsidy can afford to more than
match the iocal producer’s price, either the local units are grossly inefficient or
grossly corrupt.  Should then the Administration try and give them another

windfall in the name of baiting them out?

The Plywood industry uses large quantities of Pheriol (a known Carcinogen) and
Formaldehyde (a toxic compound) for bonding. The spent chemicals end up in
the sea causing much damage to the marine eco-system. No charge is levied for
such ecological damage or for any clean-up that might be required later. The
concept of a “poliuter pays” demands internalization of the cost by adding an

appropriate amount to the cost of each unit of piywood.

-4



Keeping in view the depleting forests, in 1991-92 IDA had imposed limits to
extraction of logs from our Forests. The Administration had in.posed a ban on
setting up of new Timber-based industrial units. A notice was served on all
Timber-based industrial units asking them to take appropriate action to safeguard
their employment potential by setting up non-Timber-based units etc. Even after
a decade of making such resolutions, should not the Administration now

drastically reduce logging and declare the forests inviolate in near future.

Since it is now recognized that Tourism and Fisheries would be our main thrust
area for economic activities, should we not stop logging? A pristine forest is a
strong attraction for Tourists. Silt from the logged forests choke off and kill our
Corals that attract a large number of Tourists. If Coral reefs are degraded, the
fishing industry will die as some neighboring couniries have learnt in the hard

way.
Thanking you,

Faithfully yours,

(SAMIR ACHARYA)
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7" March, 2000.
Dear Mr. Raha,

I went to Mayabunder on the 3™ March, 2000 overiand. Beyond Jirkatang
check-post | found that the road was being widened, particularly on the western
side. ' had traveied on this road last nearly a year ago. ! noticed a substantial
thinning of the forests on both sides of the road and cleaning of about 5 meters
on the western side. Thousands of stumps are visible.

Within the Reserve area, at least in three places | saw bitumen being
melted by burning firewood (photograph enclosed). | also saw firewood logs
being spilt and a truck being loaded with logs for burning (photo enclosed). |
asked the workers and they confirmed that the logs were for road work.

In the Symposium Jarawa; Contact and Conflict | had stated that between
12,000 to 16,000 cu.mtr of firewood is consumed every year for maintenance of
the Andaman Trunk Road. Since there is not record of such log-bearing trucks
passing the check post, the firewood abviously is being collected from inside the
reserve.

May | request you to kindly look into the matter and to put a stop to this
malpractice. | also suggest that the cost of the timber so far used by the
contractors be recovered from them and any other penaities prescribed under the
rules imposed if they are unable to produce documents of legal procurement of
the firewood used so far.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(SAMIR ACHARYA)

To

Mr. S K. Raha. IFS

Chief Conservator of Forests
Van Sadan

Port Blair.

Copy to:- 1.Mr. Anil Agarwal, Editor, Down to Earth, New Delhi.
2.bC, Andamans
3.Secretary, Ministry of Environment & Forests
4.Pankaj Sekhseria, Pune.
5. Mr. Bishnu Pada Ray, Member of Parliament
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Ph: 50438, 54182
STD Code : 03192

Regd. No : 1042

HUMAN WELFARE ORGANISATION

Andaman & Nicabar Islands

“Port Blair
E-mail : hworg@hotmail.com
OBIECTIVES :- Ref: we- [p /lr/w@ / /,,,_}) Date: 28 - ]2 2pp,

> To Preserve nature

and encourage human
being to live with
nature by Prevet.ting
disproportion of five
elements i.e. Land,
Water, Fire, Air &nd
either.

To frame world
constitution suitabie
for the weifare of
human beings and
other living
organisms.

To provide facts &
assist people and
Govt. at times of need.

%0 provide fegal aids
to those who are
unzble (o get justice.

To promote and
provide

environments] based
cultural, social, and
cducational activities.

To help providing
Private Employment
Exchange.

To conduct office of
alliance. :

To promote
disciplined way of
life,

To organise,swayam
sevaks,

To relesse human
welfare news
bulletins and journals.
To provide and
promote scientific
and technological
information through
future projects and
execute it.

To

Prof. Sekhar Singh
S.C. Appointee
Camp at Megapode
Port Blair.

Project Dirctor, 1IFA
Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi — 110002,

Sub;- Facts & figures regarding the S.C Directive for a ban on green felling,

Ref:-  Vide advertisement of DCF {(HQ) in “The Daily Telegrams dated
15-12-20001".

Sir,

With reference to an advertisement news in “The Daily Telegrams™ dated 15-
12-2001 by DCF (HQ) inviting various NGO’s to meet your goodself for
discussing matters relating to the S.C directive on banning green felling in these
Islands. We would tike to discuss and furnish the following points in the light of
past and present situations:

I No opportunity was given to the public who will be the sufferer. As per
the Forest Policy, 1988 and in the present context of forestry as
practiced in various states, Joint Forest management is being talked off.
Every situations of forestry starting from conservation to social forestry
needs people’s involvement as specified  But why in this present
context no people’s opinion was seeked.

Z Before imposing & ban a separate study could have been cammied out as
practiced in case of banning lmestone mining in Himachal Pradesh
when the SC directed MOEF to carry out E1A ~ EMP studies, which was
done in coordination with CMRI, Dhanbad.

[s there any member. who had knowledge of Ecology related to the said
subject ? Before imposing a ban, had the said petitioner filed the PIL
based on some relevant studies.

(VB
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oL

Ref: Date:

The Forest as managed in these 1slands has only administrative control  The practice of
Forestry involves simultaneous two phases. One is the operational phase where regular
operations like felling and regeneration is carried out. The other involves the
developmental aspect where regular studies to improve the productivity and other
aspects associated to improve it needs to be done. Presently the second aspect 1s totally
neglected and needs to be strengthened at the earliest lest there could be a total
degeneration.

Working plan are written on papers but not followed as can be verified from
earlier records.

Forestry should be followed in association with latest research and knowledge for this a
research unit which would function in close coordination with the other aspects of
forestry should be set up at the earliest.

There isn’t any planning in the establishment / functioning of the industrial units,

When the old establishments with huge staffs are existing, why has the new
establishment flourished ? The new establishments are now about 200 in number
which will surely pose a threat to our forests. Why has the Govi. not met 1o feed the
old establishments while spccial care is being given to the new and emerging oi.es. The
labourers of the old establishments who are in thousands have lost their jobs.

The GO had brought and settled about 3000 settler families after deforesting the area
after clearance from the Ministry. They are gesting every concession for study.
financial assistance, jobs etc. Yet after completion of more than 30 years they have not
joined the national stream. Every family has minimum three Govt. servants. They are
not giving any revenue to Govt. but they are still trying to get from GOl and both the
with MPS Ex and the present are favouring. They never talk of Erst while East
Pakistan and their property left behind by them. They are inviting and bringing
relatives, friencs, and known persons and giving them shelter and encouraging them
for their settlement by way of encroachment. There area bout 30,900 Bangladesh
national of them mostly encroached forest tand covering an area of about 20,000 acres
detoresting thick forest.  Whereas Indian citizens occuppy land for the bonafide
purpose such as residential house and Jhopries. May kindly refer to the memorandum
submitted to Shri JM P Nishad, Hon’ble Minister Environment & Forest during his
visit to Andaman and Nicobar Islands 17" to 9™ February 1997 and all the special
bulletin published in the Daily Telegrams (A Govt. News Paper) on 15" August and
26" January for the past 5 years.



Ph:50438,50122 Regd. No : 1042
STD Code : 03192

HUMAN WELFARE ORGANISATION
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10.

11.

Ref : Date:

Did the said ‘petitioner ever talk of improving the productivity earlier or any other
altcrnative before pleading for the closure of green felling 7 Why had the said
petitioner Jdidn’t plead earlier so that the present situation would not have been arised.

As per the say of the Forest Department goes “there is adequate forest and the

forests are in its prestine glory’”. But why the present situation arised. This is due to
the fact that they never talked of the productivity of these forests, and no importance
was given. While the Tropical Rain Forests through out the world leoks evergreen and
dense by which the general public were and 1s befooled that A & N Islands, has more
than 90% forests which gives an impression of very good situation of Forestry in these
Islands. '

In North and Middle Andamans huge areas of forests have been cut deliberately

-and are being done presently also. But the authorities have no say to that where

encrocachments have been done and are still arising even in the reserved and protected
areas. Huge acres of forest land which has got heavy and thick vegetation is converted
into cleared land overnight. The Administration has no say in this matter then what to
talk of improving the vegetation. Your goodself is going on tour these areas you can
directly visuaiize by diverting yourself from the Andaman Trunk Road or the main
road, whereas such encreachment are being motivated for shear petiy gains by a few
people.

The whole matters stated above may kindly be perused / physically verified and the survey of
India’s maps of 1950 and present map may kindly be seen and appropriate action taken.

Thanking vou

Ever in the Service of Nation,

’
\AJ@(«A«J. o /} 7’,//}90/

 President
Human Welfare Orgamzation

—

g



MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION OF

ANDAMAN HUMAN WELFARE ORGANISATION

1. Name of the society
2. The object of the Society

et

X o=

Human Welfare Organisation

{a) To preseive nature.

{b) To encourage human being to
five with nature, :

(¢} Te prevent exploitation of
nature aftecting disproportion of
five elemenis i.e. Land, Water, Fire,
AIr & ¢ ther.

(d) To frame world constitution
suttable for the welfare of human
veings welfare & other living
Organisms.

To provide legal aids to those who
are unable to get justice.

. To ‘provide facts and assist people

and government at times of need.

To promote and provide cultural,
sports, social and educational
activities suitable  to the
places/region, according to the
climatic condition of places where
the people Tive and cpable him to
become physically fit & mentally
sound. :

Te  help providing  private
employment exchange.

To conduct office of alliance.
To promote disciplined way of life.
Te organise Swayam sevaks.

To rclease human welfare news
bufletin and journals.

.To provide and promote scientific

ai  Technological mformation
through future projects and execute
it

@



3. The name address and occupation of
_the members of the executive commitiec.

(V. Kumare.;an)
Vice President

f’ N . / - .
(Thirukumar)
Vice President

B

(V. Saravana Kumar)

i

(K. Perwmal)
President

(R. Mohan)

Genl. Secy. Joint Secy. Joinr Secy.

2 H.- kavthioes Sl /},05‘\5’09(
(Ramaswamy (KarthigailSelvi) (Nagajyotlii)
Treasarer M embeQ Member

| = NN p \\(J\

\Jpoet— C\l\\b\@m’\\’\l\w 8 ‘/g SN
(Vidhya) v AS. Meckandi) (M. Senthil)
Member Member Member

'C_)}

r§. No. Designation Name Address Occupation
L. President- Shn. K. Perumal ‘| NO. 4, Pathar Gudha, Retd. A.C.
' ; ' Garacharma (P.Q.),
PiBlair- 744 101
2. Vice President | Shri. V. Kumaresan Haddo, Port Blair
3, Vice President | Shri Thirukumar Pather Gudha,
Port Blair
4. Genl. Secy. Dr. Thiru Selvan _Van Sadan, Haddo,
{Ph.D.} | Port Blair.
5. Joint Secy. Shri. V. Saravana Kumar | Haddo Zoo. Port Blair
6. Joint Secy. Shri R. Mohan Deolly Gunj. Port Blair
7. Treasurer Shri Ramaswamy H{innie Bay. Port Blair,
8. Member Smti. Karthigai Selvi Haddo, Port Blair.
(M.Sch)y
9. Member Smti Nagajyothi . _I___fa_d_(jq,iljort Blair,
(B. Com.) N |
10. Member Dr. Vidhya __W-I’;_Ih._c_rgu_dgh,* Y
g Garacharama.
11. Member Shri. §. Mookandi Garacharma (PQO),
' (Bsc. B.Ed.) | Port Blair,
12, Member Shri M. Senthil | Haddo, Port Blair.



HUMAN \VELFARE ORGANISATION

(By Laws of Human Welfare Organisation Passed In Jis Meeting Held On 4"
Feb. 2001 ar 1530 10 1630 Hrs.)

1. Name : "HUMAN WELFARE ORGANISATION",

2. Office: The central office 6f Human Welfare Organisation
shall be at Port Blair with branches where ever
necessary in the country and the world. The central
office shall be shifted to capital, city, state/ nations

where communication facilitics are casily available.

3. Jurisdiction: BHARAT AND VISVA BHARAT (INDIA AND
WORLD)

4. Aims and Objects: 1. (3) To présen'e nature.
(b) To encourage human Leing to live with nature.
(c;) To prevent exploitation of nature affecting
disproportion of five elements i.e. Land,
Water, Fire, Air & ¢ ther,
(d) To frame world constitution suitable for the
welfarc of human beings & other

living organisms.

2. To provide legal aids to those who are unable to

get justice.

/“\\
NE



10.

Tc provide facts and assist people and

govetnment at times of need.

Te promote and 'proi'idc cultural, sports, social
and educational activities suitable 1o the
places/region, according to the climatic condition
of places where the people live and enable them

to become physically fit & mentally sound.

To help providing private employment exchange.
To conduct office of alliance.

To promote disciplined way of life.

To organise Swayam scvaks.

To release buman welfare news bulletin and

Joumals,

Te provide and promote | scientific  and
Technological  information through  future

projects and exccute it

Organisation Year: The Organisation .ycar shall be from 2

October 2000,

L0



0.

Z

Membership:

(a) Eligibility: Any person aged 18 years and above, who
agrees to abide by the Rules and Regulations of this
Organisation, duly sworn by an affidavit and accepied by the
President, will become member without any bar of sex,
religion, caste or creed. Any member may be removed from the
primary membership by central executive committee if found

detrimental to the organisation.

(b) Prescribed Fee: Yearly = 240/- Life Membership = 1,000/-
Student 50% concession or YcarIy/Lifc_Mcmbership.

(c) Admission: Membership to the organisation shall be
made in the prescribed form as at Appendix “A” to these
Rules, to the peneral sceretary of the organisation. The

| subscription together with the admission fee for the year
and affidavit duly swom shall accompany the membership

form for admissior.

Funds: The funds of this organisation includes admission fee,

subscription,- donation and any other grant received from
government or any other Trust or Organisation. The
Organisation can raise funds from people as donation or by
chanity show for the fulfillment of its aims and objects. The
organisation can also raise funds from GOI/NRI. Any other
organisation compiving with the statutory of provisions of

Bharat and suitabie 1o the requirement of such laws. All the



funds shall be depostted in any Nationalised Bank or SBI
lcaving a balance of Rs, 1000/- The Treasurer shall have a
pcrmanent advance of Rs.500/-. The President, Secretary

and Treasurer will operate the funds jointly.

8. Management: (i) The Ccntral Execume Committee of this
organisation 5hall consist of the following Office
beaters- President- One, Vice Presidents- Two,
General Secretary- Onc, Joint Secretary-Two, and In-
charge of each steering committee will be the

executive members.

The steering commitice shall consist of such
number of members who may be able to handle the
objects as per article 4 as may be permitted by the
President.

9. Duties and Responsibilities of the Central Executives:
(a) President: President will preside over &ll thie meetings
of the central executive committee and peneral body. He will
also preside over Stcen’ng éommiitccs, 1if he is present. All the
decisions taken are .. . implemented/ exccuted. Any agreement

Or contract entered tnto will be signed by the President.

(b) Vice President: In absence of Precident, vice President will

discharge all the duties and responsibilities of the President.



(c) General Secretary : Secretary will be the Chief Executive
Officer of the organisation. He will execute the plans and
programs approved by the central executive committee and the
General body with the help of the other members of the
organisation. He will submit an annual progress report of the
activities of the organisation in the annual meeting of the
General body. All the correspondence on behalf of the
organisation will be made by the Gencral Secretary. Agreement
of Contract, however, will be signed by the President. In the
absence of the General Secretary any member of the Executive
body authorised by the President may discharge the duties and

responsibilities of the General Secretary.

(d) The Joint Secretary : The Joint Secretary will assist the

General Secretary and will hold the office of the General
Secretary in his absence with the approval of the President. He

will discharge al! the duties and powers of the Genl. Secretary.

(¢) Treasurer : Treasurer and Genl. Secretary will operate the
funds of the organisation Jointly with the approval of the
president. He will keep the accounts of the organisation in
proper manner for audit and submit financial statement in the

General Body Mecting biannualiy.

(f) Constitution of Sub Committee: Sub committee(s) can be
fermed with the members of the orpanisation by the exccutive

Body to discharge any duty or responsibility.



10. Meetings:

(8) Election of the members by the executive committee:
An election committee will be constituted with three members
and not candidate for the same to conduct election. This

committee will be appointed by the President.

(1) General Body: General body meetings will be called at
least half yearly by the General Secretary. Agenda will be
chalked out by him. Any five members can also insist any
agenda with a day’s notice. If required, any time, extra ordinary
meeting can be called by the General Secretary. A Seven days
notice for ordinary meeting will be served. In case of
cmcrgency a notice of 24 hrs. will be sufficient for the mecting.
1/3 of the members will form the quorum. The signed request
of the 1/3 members of the organisation, extraordinary meeting
can be called.

(ii) Executive committee; The gencral secretary will call the
meeting of the executive committee as desired from time to
time on the agenda chalked by him. Three members of the
committee will form the quorum. On signed request any three

members a meeting of the committee can be called.

11. Tenure: Tenure of the Central Exccutive Committce of the organisation

shall be § years subjects to the extension by a maxtimum of 1

year.

12. Term of office: The term of office shall be for a period of 5 years.

However any E.C. members willing to quit the office

)
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shall, address his/her resignation to the President and

may be accepted by him.

13. Legislative functions:

(1) The power to frame rules within the perimeters of the
constitutions, to run the affairs of the organisation shall
be with the Central Executive Committee of the
organisation ornthe basis of Majority Rule.

(i)  Any amendment in the constitution shall be made with
2/3 majonity of Central Exccutive Committee of the
organmisation provided that the proposed amendments be
thoroughly examined by the Central Exccutives of the

organisation.

14. Rule Making provision: 1. The central executive committee may
' frame rules to facilitate inplementation of

aims and objccts of this organisation.

2. There shall be a board, which will
have control over all the cominitices (of
each aims and cbjects of arliclc-4) in
consultation with  Central  executive

" Commitice.

L5. Resolution of the erganisation: This organisation can be dissolved

by a resolution passed by % majority of the General



body of the organisation at the Extra-ordinary meeting

of the general body called for this purpose and satisfied

by equal majority of the member of association. The

Gernieral body shall also decide the manner in which

proper disposal of the assets and liabilities of the

organisation shall be made,

Certified that the above constitution of the organisation is true

copy of original.
(V. Kumaresan) { Thzrukumar)
Vice President Vice President

\, T
(Thiru Selvah) (V. Saravana Kumar)
Genl Secy. Joint Secy.
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President

.

(R. Mohan)
Joint Secy.

(Nagajyothi)
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16/12/2001
To,
Prof. Shekhar Singh
Commissioner,
Govt.of India.
(Camp: Port Blair)

Respected Sir,

You are fully aware that A&N Islands is famous for its fauna and flora. According
to official report 86% of the land is covered under forest. Both indigenous and
exotic species are found in the forest. Padauk is one of the finest timber of the
world and is found in these Islands .It would not be wise/correct to suppress the
fact that the forest timber is not exploited in an unplanned manner and damaged by
unscrupulous persons. Encroachers are also responsible for causing heavy
depredation to the natural forest wealth.

You may also be aware that there is a working plan prepared by the forest
department long back after the reoccupation of these islands by the Britishers. The
same was prepared by the senior most forest officer Mr.Chingappa who hailed
from Coorg (Brother-in-law of the then Field Marshal Karriappa). I understand that
subsequently this working plan was revised but unfortunately it is learnt that
officials of the Forest Department sre not working properly according to working
plan. The clear felled arca of the land is also not brought under artificial
regeneration, which is a must in proper forest management.

The Supremec Court judgement delievered recently has imposed total ban on
cutting of even a single tree from out of naturally grown forest in A & N Islands.
Resultantly as per the direction of the A & N Administration all the small scale
wood based industries have been either closed down or are in the gasping stage.
Even the forest saw mulls which are located in Chatham Island and Middie
Andaman are no exception. Logs are neither reaching these mills nor timbers are
sawn. Almost all the Plywood factories have already been closed down for want of
timbers. As a result of this closure, the employees who where earning their
livelihood from these factories/small scale industries are facing great hardship and
are passing through mental agony. The small scale industries which were drawing
their raw matenialtimber from Chatham Saw Mill are suffering miserably and
many workers have been thrown out of job .As you know this territory 1s not
having big industry except timber based industry, thousands of workers have
become jobless and are passing through very critical period. They are roaming
from piace to place for earning livelihood to support their family.



Consequent to ban , the poor villagers have also suffered very badly as all these
vears they depended on ballis , bamboos and canes etc for annual repairing of their
huts as they are Know unable to cut and remove these minor forest produceﬁ from
the adjoining forest land.

Other builders who were engaged in construction activities are also the victim to
these ban as they cannot procure timber for shuttering purpose which is an
essential material for taking construction work of the concrete building.

You are also aware that these islands are coming under seismic zone and
construction of concrete building is not advisable and is being discouraged .So it is
but natural that in times to come the tendency of the people would be to shift from
concrete to timber construction . In that case the requirement of timber for local
consumption, which was less till now, is bound to increase.

In view of the position explained above in brief, we feel that a judicious view
should be taken so that the forest is not exploited haphazardly and timber based
small scale industry also do not suffer and the poor people may also continue fo
earn their livelihood as before.

We therefore strongly believe that you will very kindly make most appropnate and
favorable report/recommendation and help the existing industry/ small-scale
industries and the suffering masses to survive in these islands.

Y our sincerely

Adorte 8inv?

(Smti. Shanta Singh)
Ex-Chaiperson
Social Welfare Advisory Board,
A&N Islands '

&
General Secretary
All India Womens Food Council,
Port Blair.
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SUBMISSION OF LOCAL BORNS' ASSOCTATION,
ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS, PORT BLAIR BEFORE
HON'BLE SHEKHAR SINGH COMMISION APPOINTED ON
THE DIRECTION OF HON'BLE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
ON CUTTING OF TREES IN ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR
ISLANDS.

Introduction:

Local Borns' Association is the first ever registered Non
Governmental Organisation of Andaman and Nicobar Islands
established in 1921. Tt is the Association of descendents of Penal
Settlers of Andamans popu.IAarly known as Local Borns, which is a race
sprang out of many races hailing from almost all parts of Indian Union,
NofwiThsTandinglfhe sacrifices of our great freedom fighters and the
tortures metted out to them during their transportation o Andamans
under Penal Settlement by British, the credit of evolution of a new
civilization in these far fl‘ung and inhospitable islands originally
inhabited by hostile aboriginal tribes is certainly attributed to this
community of Penal Settlers, which after its detachment from the
mainstream of a well established society in India and incarceration in
this exile under compelling circumstance never looked back and
permanently settled here. Most of the residential houses owned by
the members of this Community standing on small parcels of land
allotted at Port Blair and other parts of island territory during Penal
Settlement are timber structures. Thus a total embargo on tree
cutting in these islands, if finally imposed by Hon'ble Supreme Court
will seal the fate of these people settled prior to 1942 as well as

others who came and settled in these islands after independence for
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their habitats and survival. Therefore, this humble submission before
the Hon'ble Commission, with reasons and justifications as enunciated

below.

1. Encroachment on Govt. Land :

History of forestry in Andaman dates back to the Penal
Settlement. Besides incarceration of freedom fighters and other
convicts in this remote exile, exploitation of virgin natural forest
resources of these islands was the other main aim of the British
Empire. As per Censes Report, 1931 “the recommendation of Jail
Commission 1921 that the Penal Settlement should be abolished
was impracticable for the reasons (1) the existence of a free
population of about 3000 “Local Born" (descendents of convicts)
who should not be repatriated to any particular province in India
(2) the commercial value of the Forest and (3) the strategically
importance of the Islands and the large scale amount of money
spent on establishing the settlement”. Establishment of Chatham Saw
Mill, Asia’s largest Saw Mill by the British is another evidence that
exploitation of rich forest resources of these islands was one of the
main oojectives. Yet, with a meager strength of one Chief Forest
Officer assisted by two Assistant Chief Forest Officers and few
Rangers and Forest Guards, the exploitation as well as conservation of
forest was well managed till independence. Inspite of manifold
expansion of forest Department which is presently having 1 Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest, 1 Chief Conservator of Forest, 4
Conservator of Forest, one Chief Wild Life Warden, 15 Deputy
Conservator of Forest/Divisional Forest Officers, about 28 Assistant

Conservator of Forest and a battalion of Range Officers, Foresters
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and Forest Guards, the management of forest in terms of exploitation
as well as conservation has gone from bad to worse. The main reason
being unchecked influx of population in these islands, particularly after
1952 when the system of a strict check on any individual immigrant to
these islands was withdrawn. The decadal growth of population from
1951 10 1961 was an at alarming height of 105% (1951 Censes = 30,971
1961 Censes = 63,548). Availability of vast government Revenue as well
as Forest land for encroachment, lack of stringent legal provision to
check the encroachments, better job opportunities and rich natural
resources including forest wealth of these Isiands have been the main
attraction for such abrupt increase in immigrant population . A copy of
background note on immigrants -Views and recommendations of the
Department of Environment énd Forest is enclosed at Annexure —'A’.
The policy decision of the Govt. of India to regularize  all
encroachments committed on govt. land prior to 31.12.1978 opened a
Pandora box for committing new encroachments and subsequentiy
claiming its regularization. Though the policy aimed at putting a full
Stop on new encroachments affer regularizing the encroachments
committed upto 31.12.1978, it rﬁisembly failed as while on one hand the
Revenue Department of A & N Administration has regularized more
than 7200 encroachments, 1367 cases of Pre - 1978 encroachments on
Forest land have not yet been regularized though the Ministry of
Environment and Forest, GOI conveyed its approval for diversion of
1367 hects of Forest land for regularization of these encroachment
vide letter No. 8-274/87-FC dated 19.8.1988. A status nofe of
Revenue Department on encroachment and a D.O. letter No. 16G-1/23

dated 10™ March, 1998 from Shri S.R.Mehta, PCCF to Shri X.K. Mahto,



.Dy.Commissioner. Andamans are enclosed at Annexure -'B' and °‘C
respectively. As a resulf of this 2072 new (post 1978) encroachments
on forest land covering an area of about 2252 hects have been
committed and are still existing as per the report of Forest
Department. A statistical chart of number and area of forest
encroachments prepared by Forest Department is enclosed at
Annexure - 'D’. All these encroachments whether on Forest land or on
Revenue Land have caused severe damages to forest and environment
as besides forest land the revenue land was also mostly covered with
forests, which  have been simply cut down and burnt by the
“encroachers to grab the land. Inspite of strict instruction issued by
the Lt. Governor (Administrator), authorities in both the departments
ie Revenue and Forest are beating about the bush in the matter of
eviction of all post 1978 encroachments and fotal check on new
encroachments. This tfrend still continuing unabated is causing
extensive loss of forest resources worth crores of rupees besides
posing a serious threat to the fragile ecology of these islands. Copy of
Lt. Governor's instruction is enclosed at Annexure - ‘E'.

It is, therefore, humbly submitted that all encroachments on
government land committed after 31.12.1978 be evicted and no new
encroachment should be allowed at any cost and all such areas should
be brought under aforestation. As a matter of fact, if the menace of
encroachment on government land is really intended to be curbed, then
encroachment on government land needs to be declared a
"Cognizable Offence” suifaSIy amending the Fo~est (Conservation)
Act 1980 and Andaman and Nicobar Islands Land Revenue and Land

Reforms Regulation, 1966.



2. Export of Timber :-

What SANE sincerely intended while filing the case before the
Hon'ble Supreme Court was to protect the foresfs and environment of
Andaman and Nicobar islands mainly threatened by large scale
unauthorized  cutting and extraction particularly from the tribal
reserve of Little Andaman and its subsequent export from the islands
through fraudulent means. Though the official figures of the Forest
Department as well as Andaman & Nicobar Forest Plantation and
Development Corporation on export of timber appear very meagre and
reasonable, the same are far from ground redlities as unauthorized
cutting and export of timber through fraudulent means (in-clear' words
smuggling) does not find a place on record. Export of timber whether
as round logs or as sawn timber of any size and variety, therefore,
needs to be totally banned not only on papers but such ban be enforced

strictly.

3. TIllegal exploitation of forest and marine
resources by poachers :

Large scale illegal exploitation of rich forest as well as marine
resources by poachers as well as immigrant populc.‘rion has ben taking
place abruptly in the North and Middle Andamans, particularly in the
western coast and at Little Andaman. Needless to mention that almost
all such areas of the Unicn territory are notified as “reserved areas”
under A & N Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation 1956

vide A & N Administration Gazette Notification No. 3 dated 2" April



1957 as amended from time to time. Copy enclosed at Annexure - 'F,
While the poachers from Mynmar exfract the timber and other
marine resources and go away, the illegal immigrants mainly from
Bangladesh cut and burn the trees to encroach the land. Once settled
it also becomes difficult to distinguish and identity them due to their
racial similarity to  Bengali colonisation settlers in réspec‘f of
appearance and language. It is pertinent to mention here that though
Coast Guards have apprehended many of such poachers, yet their
limitation to enter into brackish waters/creaks and on land renders
their efforts ineffective.

Therefore, forest conservation and vigilance to check such
illegal activities of exploitation of forest and marine resources needs
to be given a new thrust by opening Sub-Divisional Offices/Check
Posts, jointly manned by Forest and Police personnel duly equipped
with radio communication and arms/ammunition. Such Sub Divisional
Offices should be actually located in the above menticned coastal
forest areas and be headed by an officer not belew the rank of
Assistant Conservator of Forest assisted by Foresters, Forest Guards
and Police Personnel. In view of the all India austerity measure already
in force, additional posts of the above mentioned ranks, if required
may be created by diverting/abolishing too high posts like that of
Chief Conservator of Forest, Conservators of Forest and Deputy
Conservators of Forests presently accommodated in Van Sadan at Port
Blair Head Quarter. Head Office of any department is mainly vested
with the responsibility of policy making for which besides Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest one post of Conservator of Forest and one

post of Deputy Conservator of ForesT(HQ) to assist him shall be tThe



justified proportion at headquarters. It may be in the context to
mention here that to manage the administration of the entire Union
Territory while there are only 8 IAS officers, in the Forest
Department alone there are about 22 IFS Officers, out of which 8 are
accommodated in the Van Sadan (HQ) which is highly disproportionate.

Copy of organizational chart is enclosed at Annexure - 'G".

4. Extraction and export of royal trees viz Padauk
and such other varieties:

Few famous varieties of trees like Padauk, Chui and Marble
wood have been classified as Royal Trees. The Sawn timber of
such trees are mainly used for furnitures, ornamental/decorative
items and doors and window frames. Though there is a ban on
cutting of these trees -by private parties and only Forest
Department is extracting these timbers, large scale export of such
timber in the shape of finished goods i.e. furnitures, doors and
windows frames and deccrative/ornamental items is going on
unabated on production of fake receipts of Small Scale IﬁdusTr'iql
Units engaged in manufacture of wooden furnitures etc. Once
converted into the above mentioned finished goods, stringent
provisions of Forest Conversion Act alse fail to arply check and
mere producrion of a receipt enables one to take these items out of
the islands. Large number of SSI unifs have been established in
Port Blair as well as North and Middle Andaman for this purpose
which ultimately affects the forest and environment of A&N

Islands. Once the scope of speculative gains by export of finisned

)

N



goods like wooden furnitures, door and window frames and
decorative/ornamental items made of Padauk is fully banned, the
ultimate effect on ecology because of this trade will automatically

be reduced.

It is, therefore, most humbly submitted that cutting and .

extraction of Padauk may be reduced only to the local requirement
of furnitures or essential use in construction and there should be a
total ban on export of these varieties of royal timber including any
finished goods made of these timbers.

5. Exploitation of natural resources vis-a-vis local

employment generation:
The basic policy of the Government behind exploitation of

natural resources in a planned manner in the public interest is to
generate local employment out of such exploitation. Though clear
instruction of GOI exist in this regard, they are not implemented in
respect of local SST units i.e. Saw Mills and Wooden Furniture Marts
of private sector. Not even one fourth of the workers engaged in/by
such units are local. As such any argument that ban on cutting of
timber will adversely affect Tlh'e employment generation is truely not in
the interest of the islands or islanders. On the contrary engagement
of non-locals in such private sector units is an incentive for the influx
of population from mainland of India.

It is, therefore, humbly submitted that this Hon'ble Commission
‘may kindly recommend for q mandatory provisions that all such
industrial units of private sector must provide atleast 2/3 of the total
employment locally, strictly as per’ the definition contained in GOT,
Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi letter No.U-14011/10/(8-41)/79-
ANL dated 14™ February, 1984. Copy enclosed at Annexure -'H’ In the

in
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event of failure/lapse on the part of any private sector unit in this
regard, their registration as well as other incentives such as
subsidised financial assistance, availability of raw material on special
quota, capital/transport subsidy etc shall be in withdrawn forthwith.
Such restriction, if imposed, will not only ensure local employment
generation in such industrial units of private sector but will also reduce
the exploitative and speculative aims of such entrepreneurs and will

ultimately help in reducing the threat to environment.

6. Incentives to $.5.1I units:

It has been the policy of the Government to provide various
incentives such as subsidised financial assistance, loans from the
banks, availability of raw material on special quota and
capital/transport subsidy ete. to Small Scale Industrial Units.
Avaiiability of such incentives easily in the A&N Islands has lead to
mushrooming of small scale industrial units engaged in manufacture of
timber based items such as wooden furnitures, doors and window
frames and other decorative items etc. Wé have no hesitation o say
~that the above mentioned incentives have been granted fo the
entrepreneurs mainly belonging to the irnmianT population on such
lenient considerations that even the possibility of Bangladeshi foreign
nationals running SSI units in this sector at Port Blair cannot be ruled
out.

It is, therefore, humble submission of this Association before
the Hon'ble Commission that all such incentives to SSI Units as
mentioned above should be so restricted as to be available only to the
"Islanders” possessing local certificate in terms of GOI's letter dated

14™ February, 1984 as stated at Point No.5 above or possessing

1t
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Tslanders Identity Card which is likely to be issued by the
.Adminisfm’rion to all islanders/permanent inhabitants by July 2002
with cut off date as 31.3.1993. Such restriction, if imposed, will not
only reduce the mushrooming of wood based SSI units in and around
Port Blair but will also ultimately be in the public interest in respect of
check in influx of immigrant population, check in iliegal expluitation of
forest resources and will ulfirha‘fely be a concretfe step in protection of

the fragile ecology of the island ferritory.

7. Minimum need based cutting of trees:

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands cover an area of 8249 Sgkms,
out of which 6408 Sgkms are in Andaman group and 1841 Sqkms in
Nicobar group of islands. Forests cover rearly 86% of its
geographical area. The remaining 14% of non-forest area is also
frequentiy filled with trees. Out of the 86% forest area, 56% is
still maintained in its pris'ri.ne/vir'gin glory in the form of Coastal
Forest Belts (13%), small islets and protected areas(7%), tribal
reserves(36%), National Park and Sanctuaries, Biosphere
Reserves(over-lapping) etc. without any biotic interference. The
above information is based on the note of the Department of Forest
and Environment, A&N Administration. Copy enclosed as Annexure -'T'.
Still the hue and cry in respect of free cutting and resultant threat of
environmental degradation proves the failure on the part of the
authorities in regard to the management of the Forest as per
Forest(Conservation) Act 1980. As already stated in the above
mentioned paragraphs, the threat is mainly due to illegal extraction

and export of timber from these islands. Therefore, a strict check on

23
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such illegal activities is essentially required to protect the environme.n‘t
of these islands. 7

Andaman and Nicobar Islands fall in Seismic Zone V. As such
RCC construction though going on is absolutely not advisable in this
area. The MinfsTr‘y of Environment and Forest has already imposed a
ben on extraction of sand from the sea coasts of A&N Islands and
periodically releases limited permits for collection of sand. Such
rationing on sand has already resulted in illegal trade syndicate for
sand by some people and the department of Environment and Forest,
A&N Administration is a meek spectator to such illegal trading of sand
which is costing too high for the common man, Total ban on cutting of
trees will, therefore, leave the local population with no alternative for
their survival as minor forest produce like bamboo and leaves are also
covered under the definition of “"Tree” as contained in the
Forest(Conservation)Act 1980. Further. It is pertinent to mention on

the basis of past experience that while sawn timber of various sizes of

local requirement is not available in Chatham Saw Mill, at the year end

the godowns of saw mill are full with unsold sawn timber because the
Sizes are so which are not required or consumed locally and such
timber are ultimately auctioned and exported out of these islands.
Further, the geographical location of Andaman and Nicobar Islands
is not only strategically important but has a vast scope of tourism
development as an alternative economic activity, particuiarly in the
wake of the necessity fo reduce forest/timber based economic
activities.  As such for various developmental works such as
rehabilitation of tribals and indigenous population, construction of

roads to connect settlement villages and also for other tourism related
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activities minimum cutting of trees will be essentially required. As
already stated above, besides 86% forest land, major parts of the
revenue land are also covered by trees. Thus a total ban on cutting of
any naturally grown tree, if permanently imposed, will bring the
sustenance and development to a stand still in Andaman and Nicobar

Islands.

Prayer:

In the light of the above mentioned facts and circumstances it
is the most humble submission of this Association that the Hon'ble
Commission may kindly appreciate the situation and apprise the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India that while there should be a total
ban on export of timber whether as round logs or in the shape of
sawn Timber': or any other finished goods(except personal use
ftems), and a strict check on unauthorized cutting and smuggling
of timber,in order to suitably protect the interest of the flocal
population and to meet their requirement of sawn timber for
construction of residential houses and for various sustainable

developmental activities cutting of trees on a Minimum Need Basis

may be cllowed. There may also be a direction upon the
department of Environment and Forest, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands to ensure that sawn timber of specific sizes required for

local constructions are produced in Government Chatham Saw Aill.

(S

-

(JOHN LOBO)
Port Blair President-+

16™ Dec.,2001. LOCAL BORN A7 0 TILTION

Brdaman & WSiTr L0 e 28



-8~ ANNEXURE — f 7

BACKGROUND NOTE ON IMMIGRANTS — EXISTING SCENARIO AND
IMPLICATIONS WITH REGARD TO FORESTRY SECTOR ‘
DEVELOPMENT OF ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS - VIEWS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT &
FORESTS FOR THEIR MANAGEMENT

Forestry in this territory dates back to 1883. Harvesting of timber was
confined to a very few species for ship building and for constructions here, in
the mainland and at England. Later, a government saw mill and a private
match industry came into existence, in the early twenties, which initiated the
processing of wood. The islands went through a chain of events such as the
world war and Japanese Occupation. Then partition of the country resulted in
large scale induction of displaced persons for permanent settlement in the
islands. This problem posed demands on forestry programmes as the
department had to utilise most of its resources for forest clearance and
preparation of agriculture lands. Simultaneously the islands saw a progressive
increase in enterprisc in t he wood processing sector in the form of plywood
industry and saw mills thereby necessitating an increase in the organised
exploitation of forest produce. Most of the forestry operation s being labour
intensive, it necessitated emplovment of a large contingent of labourers. Forest
labour force was mostly manned by the Adivasi recruited labour populariy
known as Ranchis from Bihar, MP and Orissa. These people were recruited
through authorised agents of the Fo‘_rest Department on Contract for two years
and subsequently extended. These labourers have remained back and have
settled in various pockets. Now, therefore, the islands three kinds immigrant
populations, the penal settlers and others of that time, the now settled contract

labour and the refugee scttlers

The populations of each type swelled with the passage of time. Parallel to
that the islands saw a lot of development and enterprise coming up. This

attracted lots of people from mainland India seeking employment opportunity
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either as job  seekers or to acquire land [xﬁainly through encroachment] and
practice cultivation. Sometimes the decadal variation in population went upto
40% mainly because of immigration i.¢., influx of job seeking population from

the mainland.

The so called Ranchi labourers who had been brought in as contract
labourers have been absorbed in the forestry sector [amongst others such as
APWD)] and became regular empiovees. Children of the refugee settlers also

began to seek jobs in the skilled and unskilled manpower requirement of the

department. /

In later years, forestry operations began to wane in light of the growing

oY pressure for conservation of forests by reducing extraction of timber. Moreover

Ve Ve e oA , .
many areas were—placed under protected areas network. Therefore. intensive
work in the forestry sector reduced alet: The department is now burdened with
a large labour force already in existence forcing it to put a moratorium on
further appointment of regular labour i.¢., trying to diminish the liability. In fact
the position is such that job opportinities for the local population i.e., settlers’
children are not easily forthcoming causing large scale unemplovment and

resultant resentment.

A second ramification of the situation is the land-grab problem.
Immigrant people and newly formed local families tend to grab land for
dwelling as well for agriculture. The local families tend to operate in an
organised manner and reoccupy after being evicted. The unorganised
encroachments are those made by newer immigrants, and are scattered resulting

in honey-combing in the forests causing not only loss of forest caver but also

- damages the ecology and environment to a great extent.

The situation now warrants that an effective check be put on this

problem, needed to be tackled immediately. Firstly, any further immigration

) -

i
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into these islands should be firmly prevented as the islands already seem to have
a population beyond carrying capacity. The possibility of sending back fresh
immigrants could also be explored. Those who cannot be sent back and settling
them here is a fait accomplii, atleast could be relocated ip compact blocks so
that honey combed encroachment pockets can be reclaimed as forests. This
would reduce the chances of these pockets develéping into large ones, having

seen the tendency of isolated settlements developing inio villages.

g
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* POINTS FOR MEETING AT RAJ NIVAS
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1. Regularisation of Pre 78 encroachments:-
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- ANNEXURE L.g /

Phone ; ++91 (00319233233 ~
Fax :++9] (0)3192 30113

Andaman & Nicobar Administration
S.R. Mehta .lFs Department of Environment & Forests

Principal Chizf Conservator of Forests D.O. NoF.16 G-1/23
&
Secretary, Environment & Forests

10" March, 1998.

My dear

T am to draw vyour kind attenticon to the important issue
relating to regularisation of Pre-1878 encrcachments which had
occurred on forest lands. In this connection, it may please be
recalled that in the meeting of the Island Developmernt Authority
held on 27.12.1986, it was decided that all encroachments in forest
areas occurring up to ' 31.12.1978 wotlild e regularised.
Subseguentiy, a proposal for, de-reservation of 1367 hectares oI
forest land was moved to the Ministry of Environment & Forests,
Government of India by this Administration for settlement of
encroacners, on-the basis off & list of encroathers prepared bwv
High Power Committee in 1981-82. Accordingly, the Ministry of
Environment & Forests conveyed approval for diversion of 1367
hectares of forest land for regularisation of encroachments vide
letter HNo.8-274/87-FC dated 19.8.198%. This Administration vide
Notification HNo.Sectt/12-%/37-88/H&R dated 27.6.198% de-~notified
1387 hac. of ferest land for the purpose of regularisation of 1367

encroachments as per details in Annexure- 1 =3zlosed herewith,

2 . Vide letter No.CF/G/Z25-A/5490 dated 21.9.1988 and D.0O. letter
of even number dated 11.11.1%88, the office of the Tonsarvator of
fcrests [Andaman Circle) forwarded the details of erncroachers and

maps of Zorest lands identified f£or settlement of encroachers o

]

vcou (copy sppended as Annexure —-II&IIT) for regularisacion of the

encroachments by distributicn of Pattas f 1 hac. per family or the

actual area in their- possession which-evar is less in this

connection, it 1is reiterated that, consequent on i1ssuance of

Adminiscration’s Notification Mo.Sectt/12-2/37-358/Hak dated

O
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with effect from the date of notification and therefore, process of
—~ s S

awarding pattas to all identified/eligible pre-1978 encroachers was

to be initiated thereafter by revenue department. On this issue,

vou may also like to refer to D.O. letter cf CF({Andaman Circle)

No.CF/G-5/25-A/444 dated 13.7.1%89 addressed to DC{Andamansj.

(Annexure - IV).

3 Thereafter, the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India vide

its letter Nc.U.1701/3/8%-ANL dated 16.12.198% requested Chief
Secretary, Andaman & Nicobar Islands Administraticn to provide a
quarterly report ending 31.12.1969 on the £factual position of

regularisation of encroachments in Andaman & Nicobar Islands (copy

appended as Annexure - V).

4. Vide Order No.269 dated 3.7.1989, issued by ssistant
Comnissioner (Settlement), A&N Islands’ revenue officials were
directed to take over forest land already de-reserved for
considering regularisation of encroachments after showing the
boundaries by the Forest Department”, deadline for which fixed as

31.7.1990 (copy appended as Annexure- VI).

S The above issue was further pursued with you vide our letter
dated 17.5.1995 and 10.7.1%95 seaking confirmation whether
allotment of land on patta to each Fre-1978 encroacher has been
made or not so that Govermnment of India could be apprised. (cony

appended as Annexure -~ VI & VII). No response to these have been

received as yet.

&. It 13 relevant to mention that as indicated under column 8 of

Annexure - 1, in all 1367 number of identified/pre-1972 encroachers

are required to be settled in the total de-notified zrea of 1347
hac. Out of these, 645 are alreadv cccupying tie de-notified ar=s
and therefore are to be settled in-situ and balance 7.1 are to pe
re-located by shifting from the notified forest areas (which they

are presently occupying) to this de-notified ares,. Division-wise

break up is given under column 6 and 7 of Annexure - 1. Therefore,

before shifting of 722 families inte the de-notified are=as, 122

Lo ot

hectares of land .is required to ke identified in the de-notified

L
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patta @ 1 hectare per family or actual area in thelr possession
which ever is less for which District Authority was to initiate
action after the de-notification of the various plots in 1989 for

this purpose, as shown under remarks column (2] of Annexure - 1,

in respect of different divisions of Andaman District.

I shall be grateful if follow up actien for regularisation of
pre-1978 encroachments is speeded up and we are also informed of
the progress achieved so far for apprising the position to the
Gowt. of india about compliance of the conditions, subject Lo which
diversicn of forest land was agreed to vide Ministry’s letter No.8-

274/87-FC dated 19.8.1988 (Annexure IX!}.
With

Yours sincerely,

S/~

{S.R.MEHTA)

Shri X.K._Mahto IAS,
Deputy Commissioner
Andaman District,
Port Blair.
Copy to:
1. P.S. to Chief Secretary, Andaman & Nicobar Administration for kind information.
2. P.S. to Comumissioner-cum-Secretary, Revenue, Andaman & Nicobar Administration, for kind

information.

[5.R. Mehta]
Principel Cnief Conservator of Forests
&
Secretary, Pnviroment & foress

OFFICE COPY

[ONE COPY TC GO TO EACH FILE DEALING WITH ENCRCACHMENT)



DIVISION WISI AND YCLAR WISLE NO.OF FOREST CNCROACHMENT

IN A & M ISLANDS (AS-ON 30.12.98).

) !

NO.OTF

NO.OT

CASES (In llact)

1980
1981
1962
1883
1964
1985
19806
18987
1988
1969
1980
14981
1992

1

1987

L98Y

a0

[:3)]

6o

g3

46

J2

27

8]

AREA

22

55

g8

108.4

82.2

76.3

74,01

13.1

(Upto December,94)

FURLST AHEA ENCROACHED POST 1978 (UR1¢ 30.12,1998) =
NO.CT FOREST LENCROACLUMINT CASLS POST

22

iy

69
a8
30
B7
62

75

ARLA

CASES (In iHact

17.2
95.66
55.9
a8.5
n7.8
84.5

100.9

NO.COF
CASES

20
10

10

{In Jlact}

60.5
55.

38,

A

23.

43,17

NU.OF CASES LVICTED SINCE 1978 AND 1158 AREA =
(DIGLIFUR~-41 CASES (45.8 1ACT.), SOUTIL ANDAMAN-40 CASES ( 15.470 HACT. ),

DARATNG-10 CASES (3,103 HACT.),

TOTAL NO.OF ENCROACHMENT CASLS FENDING AND 1TS AREA AS ON 130.12.88 =

1378 (UPTO 30.12.18982

145 CASES (

2251.452 IIACTARLS

= 2072 CASBILS

144.603 UACTARES)

NICODAR-54 CASES (80,23 IACT.)

CSUUTH ANDAMAN-115 UASLYS (139,975 UA'CT. ), DAKATNAG-65 CASES (34,154 CASUS)

MIUDLL ANDAMAN-411 CASES (U98.765 NAUT.),MAYADUNDLER-470 CASES (629.20 HACT.)
DIGLIPUR=-8G06 CASLES (80d.7y

HACT . )

NO,OF
CASLS

123
85
104

53

83 .

50

12¢

CASLS HN;NE)‘ Q‘ﬁ,f; __.) -——-;)o...-
------- i)ARATANG:""“ SOUTI ANDAMAN NICOBA.H.
MO.OF  ARTA NO,OF  AREA. NO.OF  AREA

CASES (In llact) CASES {(In llalt) CASES(In Tact)

i 4] 4] 4] [¢] 0 0

o 0] T B.438 0 ¢}

0 4 0 4] Q o

0 0 O b 0 8]

Q 0 O 4] 0 4]

4] 0 Q Q o] o

o 0 3 4.075 0 4]

0 0 o} 8] 0 o}

25 2.415 14 24 .4 0 ¢

12 8,138 0 o 0 0

1 8 0 0 0 0

8 6.065 0 Q ¢} 0

J 1.567 0 ¢ ¢} 0

14 4.268 5 3.714 ¢} 0

2 0.82 i 0.5 4] o]

LU U 5 7T.15 48 HIY)

i 0.02 45 41,21 0 3

2 0.01 52 36.62 B 0. 29

i 1.954 18 25,12 v U

[ 0 ] B.008 s} 8]
A —mmm e

VTS 37.287 155 155.445 54 g0. 23

ARLA
{In Hlact}

134.038

88.1

ug.9
56.2795
158,98
184.775
156.058
205.1
165;365
176.567
u7.0u82
Gu. 43
145.68
GU.ld
B4.31
1TV 6
G.08Y

1927 CASLS ¢ 2106.849 [ACT.)



—R1 -~
‘-.-__‘_- 2

L P GuPTA o

LJEUTENANT COVERNOR

ANDAKMAL & NICopar 15Latosg

Andaman & Nicobar s

ausc of their unm
i have hoep

this temritory boce
flora ang faun

b,// Forest Policy 1988, whicl alsio
e ~ - A s
B snfc;u:;u'(hng: these forests, Ao ey

{slunds Administration s¢i
forests nom'fzhs[;mding,

several placeg during the
immcdiatciy, would  ngt
consequences by
Andaman Administration has al
Tegularise  4p
Conscqucnll_\.a all
Despite thig clear policy ¢
have beep Loing
been issue by

only

the Divisional

()ccup:mts) Act, 1971 the actuy
In most cases due 1o Inel
and Revenye Deparments.
5

allention 1o the task of
fand. Eviction should b
recent Cneroachmenry, say

for Viention fiy EM YRGS i st o

o older CRCHouCtnen whired
phasc. Any

dcmo]éshcd,

stiucture, Wiaised, on th

after giving dye nohice

ORDER

ands have mo e than 86°;, or thie
Leopraphiea] arca recorded ag forests. The tropical rain lefesug -2
aiched richpesg of
dccorded specig) Stats i the N
CVIsapes 1h

post-1978 encroachments Nye

Forest OMicers,
Officerg under the pyylie Premises {Ivicton o
al eviction congled
of coordinaed

. In order 1 deal with (ho problem ¢
effcctivcly, all Divisiong Forest Officers s

PN Lace sl deal g
T OCNCHe

10 the vneroacher

 AwnEidE :E
i - (‘ ‘-?g

oy rwean

Proeiey N Adlbarai 11
* THh L 2y
SEIEHE PR

7th Muy 1voy

T

i

rare endemie
Aol
Coneed fuoy latally .
Ui of (he Ay

Crden

cattfically: Manage an Project e
forest areas |

fast fow years which
lead
also affect )0 Ivelihood of the
ready taken
pre-1978 encroachmenis

Leen cncroached o
if not checked
serious ccologica)
people. The
& policy decision to

the  foregg areas,
o be evicted.

ave

[0

m

iTCClive, encroachmenys in {oresg QTS
On unabared. Zven where

orders hyye
actng as uare
{ Mauthorise
not be earpied ol
acion by Forest, potice

Cviction

) encroachmenyg
wuld pay utmosy

vacation of the cncroachments of forest
¢ done in g phased manner and
AN or tayg old,
Fhat win

RCW [y
should he tahen Hp
e conyy YIRS
KLRTITE
hed lang should fye
The

("\'l



—RD

- L
1.2 GUPTA~.
~ t'»!E.UT EtanmT -GU\'ER!’IUR
ANDAMAN & HHICOBAR ISLANDS

A 1 wan
PORT B ALR7as 1
T, 21850
HES . 7ygy

.Jr'

Deputy  Commissioner and Supcrintendent of Police of the
concerned  district  shouid  give  instruction . o ocal
Magistrales/DySPs/SHOs to make available. on priority, services
of Magistrates and Police Force as and when required on o ¢,
demand made by the concerned DFO. The Principal Chiel’]
Conservator of Forests will review the progress of cvicnion
periodically and keep me informed.

il Similar - steps  should  be  taken for wvacation of i
encroachments from revenue land on crash basis. e

4. Any fet up or dereliction of duty n this dircetion and any
lack of cooperation in coordinated efiort of Magistrate/inreg
official/Policc/APWD will be severely dealt with and may even
mvite disciplinary action,

(LP.Gupray
Lreutenant Governor
Andaman & Nicobar Islands

DISTRIBUTION

The Principal Chiet Conservator ol Forests, AN Islands
The Secretary (Home)/Secretary {Revenue). A&N Istands
The IGP/SP (Andaman)’SP (Nicobar)

Deputy Commissioner {Andanianj/(Nicobar)

The Chicf“Sccrctary, AEN Administration

The Superintending Engineer, APWD

RV NPT

o)

| ]



ANNERURE —

H:\]JB_

THE ENOANGW LD NICODAR QLITE
ETRWORIINARY
5 AUBL ISHEDY RY AUSHORITY

No.3, POAT BLAIR, TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 1637

GFF1CZ OF THE CHIEZ & 0.5 ToNen
MAapan and Nicoh, {7 labds.

10 LEAE AT T,

- fort plair, the Znd fpril, 1557

No LANFRTR/3(1 )/1.~ In excrcise of the rowews cinferred by sub-section (i) of

section 3 of the sndamar and Nicobar Itiands (Pootection of Aseriginal

Tribes) Rogulation, 1956 (Reculation #h.5 of 1936 ). the Chief Commissicner,

AN Tslands, is pleased o doclarc cach of =he tollowing arcas o ba
reserved area, nagely :-

£
I

(@) The area in South Andaman to the vost of an imaginary line staarting
ndth-castwards from the mouth of censtance Bay along Bajalunta Jig

to the southern tip of Cholunga Range and then procceding north-

wards to Munt Cadell and from there eastwaxd to /da~hang Creck and
" thence along the castorn coast of Zouth andaman Iz)and ‘Progeeding to
a point approximately £00228 (witting James, Kyd and other Islands
and'islets} and thonca fmom that mint nu_thwads slong un allgnment
to be aligned by the jndamy;, and Wicobar Islands Forost Department
taking into consideration tlho suitability of teriain znd water roints

to Jjoin Putatang Jig cnd “hence nosthe, mle along Ritatang g and

Anitla Sofcha Aosace of iEdle FLrait along the oost ccast of South
Andaman exlcuding Bellc lard; Punug Island, Oral.Kaicha and Baby

Island procecding to Yeiatil Jig iz wacdham Reach and drt mson
enclosing Bluff a,d 3Spike Telands.

o

{b) The area in Middla Mdamen to che vzt aroar
from South andaman apd proceading coilheands from Yocetil Jig to

danger's Channel ajeng ihe oLl Vs fiag subjest To an adjustrent
that the line mav ceincida with ST et we o bo aligned by the

ABN Islands Forest Dopartmcad in Do cod Newains 6l arecas betwoen

the Yeratil Charalungta Lush olice mratT Lmoviizd that sufficient
land is left to the Wes: of such alis

the move and bearing in mind the svitzbility of such aj ignment
from the point of view of watCr 4nd L2rraing as a patmml math.
{c) The entire arca comprized in, and enclosed within ihe coast line of
each of the following islands.
(i)} Ratland. (i) Narth sentisc, (1ii) Cinque. (iv) Mussage
(v) Sisters. {(vi ) Brothers fvii) Scuth Sentinel and other 1slands
and islets situated sputh wards in the territery of the andaman and
Hicobar Islipds upts and including Little irdaman.

(d) The entire area comprised in, ap! onclosed withip the ccast line of oach

of the following iclands but cxdeuding the area comprising the
air-field in G, r Micobar and tho mosts of Comorta and Car Micobar :.

(1) Car Niccbaz (i3) Dati- talva  (111) Chowrma (iv) Tilangchong
(v) Teressa (vi} Bompoka (v
(x} Katehall, (xi) “oposo (i) Teek (1ii) Treie  (iv) Menchal
(ev) Little Nicohor (ovi) Fulo f8ic (= 110 Grest Micobar

(xviii) Kondul (xix) Kebwa.

[

)

e 5
-.-J‘.l'!. :‘.!{J'.R,
i e R VL e v
o o e D ORED D A N ISIANDS,
N
SDATT

is2girary line crerging

it on the eastern side of the
‘Range to provice erach ot oo e ClaTaWAt L L tney are e

y Camonio (viii) Trinkat (ix ) Nancowry
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: Capy of letter NotU-14011/10(S-41)/79-AHL dnted
14kh Fah

tuncy, 1984 cecelvord froam the Govt, 2f Indla,
MWinlsktry of Hompe Affnlrg, Neu Delhl pdidressed to Chief
Fecratary, AGH Adininlstcation, Dact ODlatc, .

SubjJact i Avtomey A Hicohne Iairnds - Nedafinlklon of f.arm
“'Lacal' - Preferance in pppoilntmants to Group C
ant U podts undar Admlqternthn nad avined of
schalatghips nn:d ndinigslang to

professlonnl
courses roegarding, ' .

The Union Tecritary of Andamra & Micobar Islande is ™
avea which ts Yackuard economically and id respect of the ¢
educatlonnl facilitles avatlable to Ltg Inhabltants., It ig
daslicabde t9 easuce thn

t the p2oplas of thls tetritaey nre
adaquntely reperseatesd ta var loug soCvicesg, particularly at

the lavels6roup C & U pasts in the Adminlstrntlian, It 'g
nleo, thertefoce, mcassary that the facillitlcs by viny oF
nuatd af scholarshilps £9¢ hijher aducntian and allatment. of
s2ats to peofessiasnnl courses are made avallnble to the
petmanent residents of the Union Territary so that they are
talsed to the lavel of the mace advancaod sactians of soclety
+In the rvest of the country, This Minlste had vide ttg lettar
No,U-14011/4/76-ANL Anted 29-12-1976 defined the torm ‘Lacal!
alth '~ view ko nabiing the Jocal Admlalstration t9 wack aut

special mensycos {ar achinvinag these ohjecthrsHowever, avar
A opectad of Liee ) this

definilinn hag boan faund to raqulra
‘a vedefinitton, In defornace b4 Ehes vievs nxprogsed Ln the
meatings of Ehe Homs Mlalstorts Advisaty Committen fcom &b
Ea tlmm -fac codafintay Ehe teom flaeal? and nfter coasulting
Lhe Andaman & e Ahac Mbninlstraklon, the term "lacabt is
tedefined far Lhe pucpases —f ~mployment o Group C & D
posts undar the Administratlaa and nlgos fae bhe putpasa af
"allatment of santy in professinnnl cadrsas nad Ln tgc
"matter 9f abncd of scholacships ~nd ather educnt loanl feocia
"Llities rs f2llous:- _ : g :

" The tarm "LOCALY {n an fiir s the Untsn Tercliacy of
Aaziaman and Hicobae Iglandg La comeerned, shall meane

1. A Lﬂrsdh whn Lg prmanaat
& Mleohat Lslandsy and Lo

3

y taslding Lo tho Awinman

(a} (1) an old inﬁnhltnﬂt, L.a. one wh9 has boan

Llwdny-dn the doiande  <i~en DrinT to 19432:
or )

(L) & pergom oltlier 5f whaso prrants ymte horcn
d i khe Islamls; orc .

(tiL) sPGUsq/chtlﬂrnw sf potaans mentlonad bn (L)
o % (1) :ﬂ)ﬁvui or :

(5)7 (L) n parsan gabblat [q thc‘lsinﬁds undar ady
schomz of tababilltativn/eslantisatiang or

(1t} spousa/ehlld ac chtldrantg spwso of such
~opeTson; or L . ‘

I
=

pe
1



2

L2 A patrsgoan wha does not belong ta any of the categokics
at (l?‘nhnve,-but 0ho has had minimum 5t 10 years -
continuous aducation in the Iglands Laading to acogii-.
tlay of Lhe wminbaum olucn b ianal aqunlificabtions 1,461
davm Car the poast undoc Lhe Andaman & Midobar Adun,,
> which appointment g soughis

0N

Provided that

has ‘beaen regl

Tutus pariod

ta he a lacnl
Mazdoar £2r wh

than class X. . .

» [ ]
3. "Permanent rosidonce” for this purpose will menn -

?eclnﬂ 2f continusus residonce Ln the Andaman & ical,
tfslands for 10 yerts. :

prrson elthec of whose parants
Jing in the Union Territary for 4 conki-
of not lzss than JO. years shall ba daane 4
in respast of appointment to the post of
lch the educntional quitlification is log

L

o .The ‘existing procedure fac Lssulng cectlficates will
continue t3 be follswed by the Adminlstrat ton,
' The tevised defiaition will Lake effoct fron the :iars
2t issu» of thls scdar, Tha carliar daflnition glven 1o Ehi
Ministty's latber datod 2Y-12-1976 2lted above  wlll stane
repegyed simultaneausly, . :

| M5 .39-12/50-PW .
ANGARAN ANL HICOG3AR  ADMINLS TRAT Toi.
SECRETARIAT, : @ ¢
weri (

' L
Potk Blatr, dated the: 3cd Macch, 1984,
LB S wl Gond 97 Iadin, Ministry »f Hano Atfaire, [lnw
_D'G 1hi, letter N, U~ 14 D.i,_i,/;ir_,,\,,t-S--’l_._LJ‘.,/.TIVQ_-NJL derbord jdih Fubhruney
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Andaman & Nicobar Administration A
Department of Environment & Forests

L4

Introduction

Majcstically set in the Bay of Baigal, mid-way between peninsular India and
Burma is an off-shore out-post of the Indian Union, the Andaman and Nicobar islands
fmmingamwhmkmcabhupreadingﬁkcamkhccinﬂwNorm-Souﬂidimcﬁon,
covering a Jength of sbout 700 kms with 572 islands, islets, coral reefs and isolatad rooks
at 2 distance of sbout 1200 kms from the castorn cosst of mainland Indis, These islands
muidtobcaconﬁnuaﬁonofﬂwAnkammoxmnh:rmgmachmBm
comidered to bo the summits of submergod mountains, except for some sporadic islands
of coral formation snd two islands namely, Barren and Narcondum, which are of volesnic
o1igin,

Thacidmd:cuvummofSMQSq.Km.&OSSq.hn.hAndammgmupmd
1841 Sq.km.hlﬁcobnmzpofi;lmds.mmaphyofd:midmdlhmxhﬂsﬁng
and hilly, levet 1and being rare, found only in narrow valleys or along the sca coast. Being
cxposed to both south-wost as well as the north-cast monsoons, it rains for almost 200
days in the year maintaining 2 variation of soothing and balmy temperature between 22° to
34°Ciﬁdmmmhﬁwlnmﬁdkyof809ﬁ.ﬁozvydomtpmnmcmimcod
during July to September because of the south-west monsoons.

Forestz cover nearly 86% of its geographical area . The remaining 14% of xon-
Jorest area iz alve frequendy filled with trees. Ost of the 86% forest area, 56% iy sl
maintained in ity pristine Adrgin plory in re form of coastal forext belts (13%), smoll
islatz and protected areas (7%), Tribal Reserves (36% , National Parks and Sanctuaries,
memmwmmaymmqm

I!mm.kgﬂm=

thnendowodﬂwacialmdswithnnpicaluyivmwulﬂlcovuingm
from watcr's edge to hill tops. Sir Harry Champion, s noted world authocity oo forestry
has aptly remarked - "Forests in its pristine glory, if it ix found amnwhers in south-sast
Asta, it is in Andaman Islands"”. At the first sight, these foress 100k tike 1 chaotic mess of
vegetation in which leaves znd stemas arc packed up closely, occupying almost overy inch
ofspwc;hngmjoulcwimommﬂnfmmmﬁw,ﬂmdugwwﬂnofmmd
ommmakhupwnds,nmmxghhammwardxmﬁghtmdﬁfc.

Biotogical Diversity ;

Both compositionally and taxonomically, the forests present a varicty, unmutched
mma&m&uwuﬁmmmmmmmlymmm
nyﬁmmdAsm-anmzﬂiniﬁcgbcﬁdcsmi;wchxﬂaicﬁuofmmic
ialands. The genoral forest composition is characterisod by the presence (or absence) of
ca-uﬁnnpociuumekmhﬁmnmﬂxtowmhFormxplc, occurrence of Padauk
(Pierocarpus dalbergioides), an endemic specics m the islands , is hmitod to the main
Andeman group of islands excluding the Little Andaman istands. Siilarly Gurjsn
(szterocarpu:sp.)doesnmoocminchicobargrwpofiﬂmds.



md9NlhmﬂPnh[1153938|q hn.]mthmawcwtom
BEED, hag also mbﬁd:dwmmofﬂﬁﬁqkmat

conscrvation Sanctuary
formbr'zds), Smmay,mmrm Smnmy,Sothmﬁnolilhnd
gmemny(forﬁimkobba&:h)mdl\hhdma GmdhiMnineNttiondPadg
Wandoor, :

(54 Km)
1 Reserved Forosts - 2928.76
2. Protected Forosts - 424193
g - Un-classed Forests - Nil
1 Tropical wet Ver greens = 2124.80
Z Tropical semi evergreon = 2465.37
3. Tropical Mos; dociduoys = 153820
’ Graland - - - = 106.34
]

Mearoves ~ 777.69
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To, _
The Chairman ,
Shekhar 3ingh Commission ,
Camp at Port Blair .
Sir,

A & N iIslands is known as flini India. Beautiful Sea
beach and Pollution free environment are the main attraction
of foreign and home tourist. The brutely damaging of forest
wealth znd aroduces has adverself effected the enwironment
of the Islands, It was due to mis-management of Forest Uept.
A grous of people having their vested intersst for earning
a huge amount/ monies have played a vital role in cutting
of trees very brutely,Allotment of Coup to some Timber based
industries without proper checking and Control ogjr it by
the Competent authority i.e Forest Dept. has not eﬂ?fdamaged
the forest uealth, it has also dis-balanced the ecology and
environment of this Island leading to a grest Lrisis even
for dgrinking water in very near future, It is hers noteworIthy
that such agencies have earthened the logs in the forest
failing to aring them out side the forest by this or that
reason outting a great damage of the National Wealth .

The 44" Admn, has failed to exercise the powuer given in
A%M Islands Land Revenue % Land Reforms Act 1986, Indian

Forest acit 1934 zand alsec Environment Protection dAct 18356,

For exemale in Little fncdaman there 1s nane of a

'Single gmsloyae of forest dept, The Total forest area is

under the Comtral of d4&0 F p 0 C Ltd under an agr=ement

resyltimg =hiny have been deing at their own damaging the
forest arnu clirturbing the ilivelincod of srihal psoale,

Matural wvatbtrr “all arsss are alsc brultally Camageg
I tnlc Dopuext, 1 would like to sroduce my vieus
ta bes taken intc Domsiceration while submitting the reaprt

to the Honfiia Susreme Lpurt of Irndia and tray are as

1. ~ountaRiiicy to be fix witnh Forsst LUeati,
z2. TnicheTormmittee should be Constito ith

cooviielnntion of elegted membare o0 oo Foaghayasnid
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~ 3. Forest Depot plying at Calcutta and Chennail
' should be closed,

4, Transportation and shipment of Logs & Sawun Timber
aven to mainland should be stopped,

'5. The Construction of R,.C, o0 ol o building should
'be stopped and Yooden Structural buildlng shuuld
be allousd only . L

6. Sawn Timber after dry treatement and Seééening
should be supalied to the Islanders for Construc-
tion of their houses at lou rates. '

7. Sawn timber should also be supplied to the Small
scale Industries for making of house goods
furnitures etc, to protect the job of uorkers/
labourers ,

8. Scheme for issuing of Royallity free timber to the
bonafide Cultivators/Settlers should hs restarted,

9. Influx of Population should be controllsed and
checked considering 1993 Voter list as a base
year by means of issuance of Island's Identity
Card ,

10. Cutting of trees should be allowed to the extent
of minimum requirement of the Islands taking
into account the Eco-system and environment and

bio- sphere conditions,

Thanking you ,

Dated :-~ Yours faithfully ,
17.12,2001. QM

(Bimal Kumar Biswas )
Pramukh |,

Pamchayat Samiti

Ferrargunj.

s
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UNITED FORUM OF ELECTED
REPRESENTATIVE OF PANCHAYATI RAJ
INSTITUTION
FERRARGUNJ SOUTH ANDAMAN

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS

To

s Excellency Prof : Shekhar Singh,
Indian Institute of Public Administration,
Commissioner to inguire into the

Existing state of Forests and Environment,
Camp. Port Blair.

Subject : Islands fragile ecosystem — Protection regarding
MOST RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH.

We consider it as an act of providence that your Excellence is present
in the A & N Islands with a mission to prevent further ecological destruction
of the A & N Islands, due to thoughtless and indifferent attitude and the
psyche of the officers in general and particularly those in the Forest
Department of the A & N Islands. We extend our gratitude and pray that
divine assistance may always be with vour Excellence in the unportant

assignment so very vital to the very existence of the A & N Islands as a
whole.

We submit the following few lines for your kind consideration and
favorable order in the wider interest of the Tslands.

1. Tt has always been a debatable issue with the public and the A & N
Administration that the influx of population is taking a here by toll of
the natural resources of these Islands. It thus is apparent there has to
be a system as prevailing in the Lakshadeep Islands relating to stay in
the Islands. As a result of influx there is a large scale of encroachment
even in the reserved forest areas. Degradation of fresh water sources,
sand mining and un-wise use of natural resource is some of the many
problems threatening the Islands today.

fag

i



The more vulnerable unique, but Islands ecosystems are more
vulnerable than large land masses. They have also have a smaller capacity to
recover and thus any large scale damage may be almost irreparable. The
making of fields of forests and mangroves has to be given a dead stop.

2. The orders/judgment of Supreme Court imposing ban that no naturally
grown trees will be cut until further orders is most welcome m the
larger interest of the very existence of the Islands. The present state of
environment and forest is most deplorable due to primary and ultimate
mal-administration of the Forest Department A & N Islands. It is high
time that efficiency and discipline is toned up and the present
functioning of the Department 1s streamed line and made cause
effective.

3. It is left those private mill owners to be given strict mstructions not to
sell untreated timber.

4. Minor Forest produce from the protected/revenue forests should be
placed at the disposal of PRI with due regard to achieve sustainable
development and conservation of forest resources. Besides it may
augment the revenue of the PRI

5. Social Forestry should be placed with the PRI. For more effective and

better implementation and sustainable growth for wiich the PRI would
be solely responsible.

6. During the British Rule there used to be no payment of royalty by the
recorded land holder having Occupancy land. Likewise is submitted that

there should be no charging of royalty payment to forest Department
from Occupancy Right land having logs.

7. The logs. that have already been felled should not be sent out of these
Islands but should be exclustively reserved for local usa.

& The public should be permitted to raise forestry both commercial and

non commertcial for their own use including those known as ornamental
of any kind.

U‘\\



9. The coastal patrolling of the Isiands is to be strengthened so as to
avoid poaching of shells protected species of marine life and timers.

10. It is reliably learnt that a working plan has been approved by the
Forest Department in which extracting of logs has been provided for
from the reserved forest which is illegal and most objectionable and
against the Environments (Protection) act. 1986. and forest act, 1927.

11. 1t is also learnt that the Forest Department has extracted logs for
above 70% from the tribal reserved areas ranging from Tirur to Middle
strait for about 100 Km n length.

12. The PRI should be authorized by proper notification under the
relevant Regulations to take cognizance of offences violating Forests Act.
1927 and Rules and Enviromment (Protection) Act, 1986, and the rules
and Act framed under wide life (Protection) Act. of 1927.

13.The PRI should be taken into confidence in matter relation to
implementation of the Acts and Rules referred to above. As 1t is felt that
the protection of the environment is one of the responsibilities of the PRI,
as they have the permanent interest in the Islands.

14. The PRI, would to be informed whether the Government of India
Ministry of Environment and forest provided fund A & N forest
Department out of the their ambitious National Forestry Action Plan
(NFAP) amounting to Rs. 134,000 Cores to achteve sustainable
development and conservation of Forests resources.

15. It 1s understcod that there is joint Forest management committee
under which forest protection committee has been constituted. It is
imperative that PRI should be associated with the forest Protection
committee so as to create awareness about the protection of environment.
The National Forest Policy 1988 provided for Social Forest Project and
Joint Forest Managemnt Project to afforest/reforest degradation revenue

L RN LS R Y \J.UL_'_[ [SLNTE RN W4 LUk

and forest land to regenerate denuded forests involving people.

16. Tt 1s well known that the Islands are coming under earth quake prone
zone. The construction of RCC Building is a risk to human habitation.
The alternative is to have wooden building for residential purpose for



which there should be little relaxation in the procurement of timber from

protected/ Revenue Forest.

We would like to be heard in person so as {0 explain in detail the
deterioration of ecosystem of these Islands.

Closing with good wises for the New Year.

Thanking vou,
Yours faithfully,

Manik Dey (President)

United Forum of Elected,
representative of PRI

e



No.01/ZP/Adhyaksh/2001/08
OFFICE OF THE ZILLA PARISHAD
A & N ISLANDS

&k

Port Blair dated the 17™ December 2001
To

The Hon ble Shekhar Singh Commission
(Appointed by the Supreme Court of India)

Sub : Ban on felling of trees — regarding.
Hon ble Stir.

It is to bring to vour kind notice the following few facts for
vour kind necessary action please. That some developmental
projects such as construction of rural roads/other roads. laying of
water pipelines, laying of clectric power lines etc. has to be taken up
through the Forests arca for providing basic amenities to the citizens
of revenue villages. For which there is well laid down procedure for
obtaming Environment and Forest clearance from the Ministry of
Environment & Forests, Govt. of India under relevant Forests act.
There  are  also  some  trees  standing  in revenue

areas/villages/alongside roads/near clectric poles etc. that needs to
be pruning/felled as the case may be for widening of roads and for

other developmental activities. All the above developmental
activities has been halted due to the Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India’s ban on felling of trees.

Some projects. which have already been taken up such as
“Survachakra Power Project”™ at Bambooflat. have been affected by
the above ban. The Power Plant 1s to be commissioned by January
2002 and betore that Overhead power lines has to be laid down for
evacuatiom of power gencrated by the above Power Plant to Port
Blair. But due to the above ban the overhead cable laving work has
bccn haited as some trees has 10 be felled for the purpose for which
necessary Envirommen: clearance has already been taken.

Henee it is submiiied thar exemption may be given tor felling
of  trees  for * purpose  for z1111~m.1m"m:um ol
devel o B iy taking approval/clearanve o the
iy .
TN o \\ \’\
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TO

The Divisional Forest officer,
south Andatan, "= T
x'grrargunz. L

- gubs Bature trees standing op OR apgri-

o U7 ultural lendSy.No 170/62 at Village
L chouldhari';;in”jx’errargunj Taheil,

- felline ‘_.orf:ﬁz_fpr:-planbmg fruit trecse

¢

..~ jn-their placde i
ke ; :

VaiiEEE

ar

A

o o

I am to slatd that I am the ténant of OR agriculs
tural land measuring 1,10°Hects vide SY.NO. 170/52 at% Choule
dari in Eerrargunj‘:‘l‘ansil, o e ety ‘

I3

. The OR"stzius Wad conferredrén the aaid itand as
far back as 19835, ) '

There are a few matufe trees of aifferent cslogo=
ries standing on the said land. I havé a Gssire lo plant fruit
4 treea'like,coconuﬁ,arecanut,mango abe. ‘after felling mature
yrege: 1 shall not cub down young /lmmeture trees.

¥ithout cutbing- aown BatuxG trees I cannot phlant
the intended Lruil.trees., .- ‘ oo B
Ll nhl;ﬁhérefﬂre,gxbﬁﬁaat,¥9u¢§°ﬂkéhdlﬁ'communicate your
consent/no - objection inithe above Hattor By B early dato. - -
X |‘ e ¥ E ) ?
to tho cutting, 4N i ARe S iEPRR i0R WhARE W satte

cate of the paid land received Irom .tbgalﬂev.‘mpartmenﬁ..

i

i

| fhaniking Jout
e U< youra falthfully,

gRER{ERSR . .
TeRamakylshman,
- 5/0 Thangavaluy
R/0 Badmash Pabar(chouls
, E | ~Ghari)
Gopy forwarded for informations
To The Chief Conservauor of Foresis,
A &N Ielands, . ,

oiibs . . |
/-Yan Safans HaGA0. - oo b
Cise -V ’ _\‘ (”: . — 7T I

~ oo, fees e A
MR . . . Qg
) ;} g/‘k:ﬂ\-\l; Bl H’L,’-‘/ ’{CS' ' . /-'i‘nﬂaﬂmkr islman

I;./\:g‘. 3 o : r'\-/:/\. '
W q’/‘mQ/
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ci?& ngéme/Tim/Mt/Vﬁl,II/Lza
L T\ \wOFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
i -,'*’ 350 SOUTH ANDAMAN.
~¢ e 1, HOATED AT WIMBERLYGUNJ THE 9th AUGUST' 01,
s “Lu_ff o 000000 f3
Sy |
S e To.

Shri.T.Ramakrishnan,

'S/0 Thangavelu.
Badmas Pahar.
Chouldaril.

Through Range officer ,M/Tange

Sub:~ Permission for extraction and removal of trees
standing in the allotted land - Regarding.

Ref:- Your application dated 28/2/2000.

Q00

Sir; !

With reference to your application cited above,
it is informed that as per the order; of the Hon*ble

Supremeficourt dt.lz/lzé;ggﬁ the provision of Forest
Conservation Act will apply to all the land having

natural tree cover irrespective of legal status and )
' ownership and no tree felling can be allowed over wuch
1and having natural tree cover without prior approval
from Govt,of India,

In view of the position explalned above your

regquest for extraction and removal naturally grown trees

available in your allotted land bearing survey No.1l70/52
situated at Loha Barrack cannot be acceeded to.

vours falthfully

by

L st
DIVIS I’\‘)T’If\b eGpms Or PICER
ED SOUTH ANMDAMAN.
o v 5 AN
Copyio: f\@_\Q} o

1, The Rangs of ficer,Manglutan w 2

irh reference to his
= im/II-MT/388 dt.17/7/2001 for infarmatinn.

D‘/"-

. B - 1. " i s 1 : i o,
e ,,'-‘\”.n' IR -) ETEAT NI AN v ’-.\.\ [CREEINY L}!_ ! PR TR IR N L 'i" 4 ?u‘- r

I - 5
. 4 - fhng, o e UFD PHERES SRl
i, (’ E..l [V ONCE Y ; ¥ d !'\\ [ :



POl IR 51 onal Torash DEfdnew,
=outh Afdmaagg,
Timbe v vd und

Subh 3 Parminddion o fell treed Stand-
ing on nlloted Orncupnonay wrht
-holding- refusal by HFO
Reft DFO lettor Wold-6/mim/Mr/Vol.TT/
297 Qb LIt AuBe 4200t
Sir, )

T o refer your letter above mentionsd by woy of
Teply Yo my requesSt Letter dt. 28/2/2000 amd stoke the
Tollowing for wour kind consiier-+ion.

mhe e ply hnd aome 18 months nfter +he reque st
letter,

vour “nnd self hns 34-ted thot in view of » Suprepa
Tourt rulint . tress naturollvy Srowin? on public or private
holdinas aamat ba felled; +hi5 requires o foy clarifiostiona.
the” 1914 fn quastion 45 mennt for cul tivation/afiricul ture,
Tf free s are not removed 20riculture becomes impo38ibla ang
the Stomding tre e’ Themselvaen cannot be treatad o3 part of
ariculture, g farmer who reneiveS allatment nr purehones
27Tt ulturel 1and eannot it khe Land 4o arposed of agris] -
Hurn

sarther, mott of the foreds 4n A &P TE1lOnd s aontd ogn
of natural Erowth; plantodion nf tek , - P2Acull 2ha, SEarhed
Omly 2 few yeord nfo. #an mad% plantations are not rip~ you
Tor horvesting, mhe A & W Poredt authoritied ma Toillin,
valurhle aonmerndinl trees, which ore naturally Frown. Tf othe L
prohtbition esainat autsdng Aewmn Lirees {w Strietly enforcsg
the Torest Dapariment will Lave no duty exneph to predepve
nﬂturq’l farests, mhey will hwe +go roins mw foraBts o
timoer, :
T ho]'m +¥re 4138 nn rh',ﬂf:f*:’uli_nm,-lzolfj\r nrdeT s nEn nngh
Individunls.

rour raference to/ octtnation nf Suprema Mourt i
T8 not a4 21l helnful +a 09 N4 out tln extent of fhn Allnreq
rrotbition. "4 repertel aourt ruldin 1o foroyd ta by o
SULAT mnds Moo/ court wia? ThEe No, of 4hn
Hames o2 f parties

Jearehed onl+t on +he

wrrtt
Ropoiter afn

the Bedre af £hn ru4ne Alte. coull he
Dot g oAl sunh partianl arn,

Tt “hnll be verr kdinil of your food snlf to fonentop
me tha pirtiecul~ra of +he 5744 md g

o me ok g early
£ 1 - !
datm, B0 that o ~oWld Ao mye bl fin abtoin e ARy el e

Ty Sorey ek ¥ oam sS4y sy Y yeur Sasd pelfl i s
tromhles hus 14 <a anlv on anaowitk of Insures atenk navtinglrs
o Stonted abowro a3 4 L A S T L e f,

any Torworana for “hoenlring vou

ATt o0 and o N var EiENtE] Ty
R 8EAry antd on ptefarhar wdpy N |

a ST T, o e By ANV S e E T —5"//"\\4-\, AV

Tan ol Bhe Teply teforrad, 4n

S BT D LY gk
Tl 1 htea) 1 11 e .‘]j‘! ™M ‘;":

Pe MR DLW A g Ty and



. To
4o
" @ “xaellency thn TH.ovarnoy,
AG N TALondS3, -
Por: sloil. -

subgy Refudal +o ®romk permt gton ko 1L
out Stmdint +imbar on G audtural

Tomi=rTar, »

Bir,

T have humble privilef~ to hrin’ tha followins

o your s nformotion:

waing the recorded ten-nt of nfrd rulturilond, O«Rs
S.Wo. 170/52  af nhouldari T applied to the DFO,South And nman,
wimbe rlyZuny oh 28/2/2000 for permission to fell standing
mature trees from thoh 1nond.

gfter 18 month#s the DFO refused permisiion unier
~nover of an allefed Supreme ~nourt Tuling dt. 13/128/96.

A tenant of ofArd ~ultural 17nd whether by woy of
a1l otment or by way of purchase hos naturslly o remove the
treen for DProIeT Aultivation, The exi Stins Land Revenue &
1,914 Reforms Refulations, 1966 renofnises the fennnt a8 the
munet of the treed on hid holdinf® in cane the roredh D DPht.
failed to remova them »iter o spenifie period e +he Lol
hename Oooupanny 7t Fht holding.

mhe MFQ nllerfes that noturally Arown kreef odnnat be
nllowed +o be ocut down,vhether Standing on Govt. 1ont or
private holding in view ol +he said allefed Suprema Court
ruling dte L2/12/1996, we/she has not furnished partisulnrs
Af the 6nid ollieged rulinfs

, T pave raiged certain doubtB in my letter dt.
27/8/2001 oddresszd to the NTO and also requasSted for p2rti-
Aralars nf the Tulinf. T an enclo®ing o coly ennhh of my
orifinnl applieation, the MFQTA Antd reply ~nd my PR mn
Tatter +o the NFO for your kind pe runal.

T wi3h to point out +hat in cane thn nilared prohthio
tion on M11ing treen {ran o private holdin? 18 renl, the
farmers ~an na lonZer hoi? 0 raine food “raind or ohheT
afrianltur~l erops on fheir arrdnlturnl holdinl. T hope,
thare 445 no Bush probividion.

T requet your Txoellaensy o malke peeesdary dnguirie s
trom ~ronazrmead cuathor! +iefn o o atanlish I truth nd nliée
taramore the faared abfhncle on £ho ey nf private ~fZrinulin-

T3 ot
phanci nfl you
\ *nnly A" menddaned anovT vorn et thinliy,
) \\ g i j‘r - I,.,.'-\fv\ o
,e.-:- \,\ i} o
' i, eI phnen,s/0 1. phindae

P
‘ ‘1}‘/ 0oprinn nly T,
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ANDAMAN & NICOBAR
 GOVT.EMPLOYEES & WORKERS FEDERATION

( Registered Under ths Trade Unions Act, 1826 )

CRUSADE HOUSE ¢ PHOENIX BAY @ HADDO P.O.,
PORT BLAIR ¢ ANDAMANS - 744 102,

Date..J.'ZA.1.2»2OQ1
. ANGEF /2001
rps)
MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED PROF.SHEEKHAR SINGH, COMMISSIONER
APPOINTED TC REPORT ON THE STATE OF FOREBST AND ALLIED
MATTERS OF ANDAMMAN AND RICOBAR ISL ANDS.

AND NeCOBRR

The Andamanﬁsovt. Employees & Workers Federation representing
the Govt. Emploiées and Workers working in the various departments
under the pndaman ané Nicobar Administration is very much conecerned
with the Hon'ble Supreme Court's Order banning felling an% conversion
of trees and we would 1ike to submit the following few po%?s for
kind consideration in the matter of protection of environment and
forest of these islands and to sustain supply of timber to the locad
in~hebitants,

1o That the Andaman and Nicobar Islands is having 80% of the
total area covered by forest asg per the statistical dszta and out of
which 15% area is earmarked for primitive tiibes of these islands
and about 20% under settlement. Over the years, the pndaman ang
Nicobar Forests Department which was established in the year 1883
has extracted the commercial timber to meet the loersl requirement
as well as shipment to mainland and foreign countries. The forestry
sector is generating most of the employment as well as revenue,

2. That the Andamen and Nicobar Forest Department have 2 (two)
saw mills - one at Betapur and ancther at Chatham. pbcut 1000 fxk
(thousmnd) workers are working in the zbove saw mills., Besides
this about 50 (fifty) saw mills under the private sector employing
about 4000 & 4500 workers are there and out of which 2 (two) medium
Plywood/veener units viz, M/s. mdeman Timber Industries Ltd.,
Bambooflat and M/s. Jayshree Timber Products, Bakultala have been
closed and the third unit M/s. Kitply,
its operation in véew of Apex Court's o
®Le The two Governrent Saw Mills are also not functioning effi-
ciently due to wantaes mismanzgement. AS a result thousandé of
workers have lost their Job #nd prospect of futu;e generation of
enploynent has become bleak.

Leong Island has suspended
rder and workers were laid.db
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Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Forest Corporation Workers’ Union

Regn. No. 2 of 1989 (Affiliated to AITUC]
H.O.: HUT BAY % LTTLE ANDAMAN-744 207.
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Ref- Yo FOWU/] 12/16 : Dale.16212,200

R T RN T Y Y ssmavea

To

Prof. Shekar Singh,

Commissioner appolnted by
Ministry of Environment & Foresis,
Camp: Port Blair, : =

Sub: Lifting of ban imposed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court
of India on 10.10.2001 on felling of naturally grown
trees in Andaman & Nicobar Islands with the specific
mention about illegal encroachment of forest land in
Little ~ndaman Island - submission of Memorandum,

Sir,

In relation to the subject matter, I am to state
that the felling of trees in Little Andaman and North
Andaman is done by the Andaman & Nicobar Islands Forest
and Plantation wvevelopment Corporation Limited which is .
a Governmeni of India.Undertaking. The Forest Corporation
employes, a total of 1923 servants of dif ferent categories
of which 1500 workmen are represented by this Unione

The reserved forest coverage of Litile Andaman is
around 70000 Ha. of which around 50000 Ha, is Tribal
Reserve Forest. The Corporation is alloted an area of
only 15024 Ha., of Forest for scientific management of
forest under the unique “Andaman Canopy Lifting Shelterwood
System" introduced by Shri B.C.Chengappa, Conservator of
Forests in the year 1952, Ever since ithe formation of
the ANIFPDC éimited in the year 1977, the Corporation is

3

engaged in azvelopment of logging, marketing and raising
of plantation,

Presently the felling of trees 1s carried cut strictly
in accordance with the Working Plan for the foresti of
Little Andaman (1999-2009) which is approved by the Govt.
of India on 19.11.1999 with a view to obtain increasing
sustained yield of standard timber to meet the various
requirement without damaging the ecoiogy of the forest
land of Little Andaman Island,

Thus it will be seen that the extraction of timber
has been done only from an area of 10000 Ha, during the
neriod from 1977 to 2000 and left over area covcrs
5000 lia. for forestry operation upto 2009, The entire
harvesied area has been brought under the natural regene-
ration and high priority and emphasis is accorded to this
natural regeneration scheme. As such the fear that this
area may be converted to a desert if allowed to continue
felling of trees in the present mannex does not carry
any weight. Moreover, the latest satellite survey of

{Contd.)
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forest coverage carried out by the Sate%lite Survey
Agencies has revealed an increase of 3 % green cover over
the extent of such cover as exisied three years ago.

ASs to the critical point raised by the Hon'ble -
Supreme Court regarding illegal encroachment of foresti
land in Little Andaman, it is to state that this illegal
encroachment of forest land is not done by the kForest
Corporation, but ithe general public who are not checked
by any authority at any time. Since the said encroachments
are done in the area not under the jurisdiction of the
Forest Corporation, they are noi able to check the same
properly and efficienily. ihe malpractige will continue
with increased g vigour. In oxder to put an end to this
fradulent activities of poachers, it is suggested that
a special task force for forest protection directily under
the command and control of the Forest Department should be
stationed at Little Andaman. It is pity that the Forest
Corporation officials are not even fully empowered to deal
with offending public properly (i.e. issuance of search
warrant etc.)., ¢he maximum people living at Little andaman
Island are very poor and they have to depend fully upon
forest produces for consiruciion of their dwellings
and that they cannot afford to go in for construction of
RCC buildings. Also it is a point to note that the a &

N Islands is a highly sensitive earth quake prone area
where houses of wooden materials would be highly suizable.

The Ongns (aboriginal Tribes) in this Island number
less than 80 and they are provided with protecied habltats
alongwith alli modern facilities in oxder te bring them to
the main siream of civilized life and they are in no way
affected on account of the scientific forestiry operation
undertaken in Little andaman by the Forest Corporations,

A large area of meore than 50000 Ha. has been reserved as
the 'garden of “den' for this few tribal folks which does
not sound meaningfull in a poor nation that ours. This
aspect in the case demands logical thinking,

All this apart, the most grievous part of this ban
imposed by the Hon'ble Suprere Court is that thousands of
people who are directly or indirectly engaged in the
forestry operation and wood based industiries would be put
into starvation if the ban is not lifted immediately.
Nearly 2000 employees of the Andaman « Nicobar Islands.
Ferest & Plantacion Develofment Corporation Lid. will be
the worst hic viciims of this tragic order of ban. The
Foresv Corporation Lid., has already sustained a loss of
more than 3 crores rupees due to the ban imposed on fellin
Qf e, .ot is legically sald that ‘man is noo for law -
Dite ow Aa oo che mante

e e
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Hence it is requested that the Commission may
give due recognition and consideration to the facts
stated ibid to render justice by way of lifting ban
at the earliest to save souls of thousands of poor
peoples effected by the unexpected ban,

Yours faithfully,

(SWAMY OMKARANAND)
Gengral Secretary.
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ANDAMAN & NICOBAR
GOYT.EMPLOYEES & WORKERS FEDERATION

{ Registered Under the Trade Unions Act. 1826 )

CRUSADE HOUSE & PHOENIX BAY & HADDO P.O.,
PORT BLAIR § ANDAMANS . 744102,

Ref. No ;

Date..)7..12.2001
ANGEF /5001

70
MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED PROF. SHEFKHAR SINGH, COMMISSIONER
APPOINTED TC REPORT ON THE STATE OF FOREST AND ALLIED
MATTERS OF AKDAMAN AND NICORAR ISL ANDS.

Ard NeCOBRR,
The sncdeman_ Govt. Employees & Workers Federation representing

the Govt. Employees and Workers working in the varicus departments
under the pgndarman and Nicobar Administration is very much concernsd
with the Hon'ble Supreme Court's Order banning felling an?iconversion
of trees and we would 1ike to submit the following few poits for

kind consideration in the matter of protection of enviromment and
forest of these islande and te sustain supply of timber to the loesl
in~hebitants,

1o That the Andaman and Nizcbar JIslends is having 80% of the
total area covered by forest as per the statisticel datz and out of
which 15% srea is ecrmarked for primitive tiribes of these 4islands
and about 20% under settlement. Over the years, the pndamar ang
Nicobar Forests Department which was established in the year 1383
has extracted the commereinl timber to meet the locsl requirement
as well as shipment to mainlard and foreign countries. The forestry
sector is gernerating nost of the employment ag well as TEVENUE,

2. That the pndemen and Nicobar Forést Department heve o (two)
Saw mills = one at Betzpur and encther at Chatham. pbcut 1000 fEk
(thousand) vorkers are werking in the above saw mills, Besides
this abcit 50 (fifty) saw milis under the private sector employing
about LCOU é L4500 workers are there and out of which 2 (two) mediwm
plywood/veener units viz, M/s. fndeman Timber Industries Ltd,,
Bambooflat and M/s, Jayshree Timber Products, Pakultals hove been
closed znd the third unit M/s. Kitply, Long Island heas suspended
its operation in vdew of Apex Courtts order ang WOorkers were loid. ok
P7 e The two Governqent saw Mills are slsu not functioning effi-
ciently due to wartes mismanagement, As a resultlthousands £

of future generation of

- LW

(@]

workers have lgst their Job end Trospect
employment has become bicak, i
! Ay



3. That the Chatham Saw Mill which was the integrated unit
having two workshops and Marine Section having 2 large fleet of
water crafts, a small slip-way, power house and saw doctoring
unit is in a mess as the saw mill has not been modernised so
far, though a huge amount has been pumped into the mills with-
out proper planning. The logs converted in the mlll are not
only the left out logs by the private parties but also the logs

which were extracted long back could not be ﬁransported‘in t ime
are fed in the mill which produce less out turn. There is an

urgent need to modernise the mill to cater the entire needs of
the local population. It may also be pointed cut here that the
Govt. as well as the private saw mills are not comwerting logs
as per the demands of the local people wnl piling huge stocks

to pressurise the Govt. for export permit.

Yo That in the entire territobial division of the Andaman
and Nicober Forest Department, about 3000 workers are employed
as regular zs well as daily rated, These divisions are also not
functioning properly as most of the divisions are run by the
junior I.F.S officials having inadeguate experience. Due to in-
efficiency in the divisional level, illicit felling end encroa-
chment of forest land hes become az serious Problem. As per the
information huge quantity of logs extracted during the last
two years or more are lying in various depots inecluding forests
which iIs already under process of deteriotations

5s The forests have been damaged to a great extent in the
name of hilly land extraction. In the recent past in the name
of hilly land extractionla large number of trees felled from
the govt. forest from Diglipur to Middle Mndaman and exported
to mainland though there was an officidk ban on export of timber,

6. That the mndsman and Nicobar Bxgesk Islands Forest and
Piantation Development Corporation Ltde., a Govt., of India Under-
taking has dore z enormous damage to the forests of Litile
Andaman and North Andaman zs the Corporation has not re-generated
the areas from where extrasction has been done. The indzmen Forest
Department which is supposed to monitor the extraction and re=-
generation in leased area has szlso failed to do its dutyve.

Contdese. 3/ /=



7. That a huge quantity of timber is consumed a fuel as
there is no cooking coal available in these islands. Hence the
the entire population of rural area is depended on jungle fuel
which is a great pressure on forest. This situation can be
controlled to a great extent by incressing supply of cooking
gas and kerosine oil to the rursl population on a subsidised
rate.

8. That the status of forest in South sndaman is very
worst due to illieit felling and encroachment on forest land.
The Rutlznd which is having a very rich forest is threatened
by encroachment and illicit felling.

9. That there are number of furniture manufacturing units
which have come up in the recent years in and around Port Hlair
as well as in outer arcas are utilising ornamentszl timber and
these timber are mostly collected through 1llicit felling.

10, That the Andaman Forest BERHMHENY is also exposed to
foreign as well as local poachers which could not be efficiently
controlled so far. It can be controlled by the joint efforts of
police, defence and forest. At present the Forest Department is
not having a single touring boat nor the staff are not provided
with proper equ:bments to prevent the Poaching,

11, That the Forest Department has so far could not effecta-
ively protect and preserve the forest and we feel that without

stopping the influx of pPopuletion from mainidnd the Protection
of forests cannot be ensured,

It is submitted before the commission that there zre
reports of the expert grcups thst the ctarrying capacity of these
islands is only %.5 lakks ane this limit has alresdy been crossed,
Hence there is an urgeat need to stop further influx of popu-

lation from mainland in order to protect and save the enviran-
ment and forest of these isiznds,

Before conclusion, we submit befere the Commission that an
Expert Cormittee may be constituted in order tc a
of the forest doner so far and
in the worked Over arecag,

sses the damage
the actual re-genersztion done

In tk

he light of the above, we suggest the follewing measures
mey be sdopted

for pretection

Y

~

and Preservation of environment
o Ll
COntc. o ot/ £



ot log-

and forest of these islands:

a). Extraction of timber msy be permitted only to the
extent of loczl requirement.

b). Ihatham and Betapur Saw Mills may be modernised to
cater to the needs of the local population and tc avoid wastage
in conversicn.

¢). The supply of substitute fuel to rursl population at
subsidised reate to avoid dependence on jungle fuel,

d). Kecessary measures may be introduced to stop the further
influx of population from mainland in order to balance the PO DU
lation as per the carrying capacity of the islands.

e), Neeessary effective steps may be tazken to stop 111icit
felling, encrcachment and poaching,

f). The Forest Department should tzke necessary steps to

monitor the activities of the Forest Corporaticn in terms of the
lease zgreemente

g). The furniture workshops should be checked as per the
provisions of the licenee and proper vigil should be kept to
avoid use of 1llicit timber.

h). Forest administraticn may be toned up znd the executive

staff should be properly tmained and equipped to stop the encroze
chment, poaching and illicit felling.

(K. SRINIVASAN),
CHATRMAN,
To,

PROF. SHEKHAR SINGH,
COMMISSIONER,

ON THE STATE OF FORESTS
AND ALLIED MATTER OF
ANDAMAY NICOEAR ISLANDS,
CAMP~ PORT EHLAIR,

[44
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To
Shri Shekhar Singh ,
Commissioner .
Enviournment & Forest ,
Tealhouse ,Room No. 095,
Port Blair .

Subject := Some Important Suggession on uplifting of Ban on
Extruction of Timber, Cane and Bamboo - regarding,

Resnacted 3ir,

1 beg to state that hereunder 1 am sugnesting some
Important Points regarding the uslifting of Ban on Extraction

f Timber,Cane and Bamboo in Andeman and Nicobar Islands.,

1. Free Royelty should be stopped for all.
2. Timber should bes given only to the Prae-42 and Settlers
on nayment of Royelty.Only 05 C°M  xg¥x should he

given after the intervel of five years .

3. lease should be cancelled given to the forest
Carpdratian in A&M Islands, Because the Corporation
missused the benefit of Lease, It can be seen in
Little Andaman Island, The Corporation Extracted
Timber from Tribal Aresa(Mamendar Bay resettled
“igobaries ) .

4, Cane and Bamboo's Extraction per unit should be
siven only to Registered 35I Units on payment of
rRoyelty .

D Coast Guard Out Post should be opsend in Land Fall
Island kikkke Amgamam/ Northern Peint of Worth/Ancaman,

Sreat Nicobar Islands, Little Andaman.

Ge There may be a register for Willage / M.R.A. aress,
far enrnlling the tzses in the fForaest by th= concerned
Rznge Officer ancd the Lrees may be extractsd only the
age of al least 100 years as followed by the 3ritisn/
Jrpanies (Officers .

—

T fnly 10 LBN nof Timber may be given to the Fill

suners teo meet the expenditures and Labour paymant.
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B. Timbar may not be Exgort as Rauw Materials.
Minimum quantity of timbers may be given to the
Govt., Saw Mills.

1 hooe that your kind honour that you will logk
into the abeove suggessicns carefully and necessary suggession
be given in the report would be submitted to the Hon'ble

Supreme Court,

I am very very thankful to you and your team for
given valuable time for the Islanders. The islanders may
not Porgst to our beloved former Chief Commissionzr,

Mr, Mahavir Singh for his contribution for the uplift of

Higher £ducation in these Islands,

ot

w1

i regards

Dated :~- 20,12.2001%.

Yours faithfully ,

iy
Shri Kale LChanc
Primary School Teachsr
3/0 Late Brij Lal ==atAore
Ris Biazighst,
Sautn ndaman

-in - 744103.
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ANDAMAN NICOBAR TERRITORIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE
GANDHI BHAVAN
PORT BLAIR 744101

Rof. U FTIARTCC{2001. D.p.  17/12/2001.

......... I

Professor Shekhar Bingh,

Commissiconer o report on the State of the Furests
aid ailied matber,

i e Fuw& T¥law ua

L5 R A
wt-un».np b 3 B ASERA KR r

Hon’'ble sir,

Andaman - filed with joy and
harminess welc wisit i a valuable

1 X 1
Tnission of great im}ji_n::an{:ﬁ; @t tiais 1;{}111’[ of e,

We would Hke to hunish few facts end figures for vour kind perusal for
attunmmg & reaistic view of the 'm.laé_ﬁ_'er highlighted hereundear.

As per lasi report on Jtate
of geographical area of Andemas
it of this aboul A06% iz une
area of .M aboutr

{ Forests wore than 93846 of the 8240 2
v oard Micohar Isiands is unders §
Crecorded forests, OF the total recarded forest
9 3¢ 0K {40%) is under Reserve Forest and
under protecled forest, comprising wild life
resgrve angl biosphers reserve overlapping

- 5
rierear] ST VETIOEERT .
FYAEed AT Iael

PR R in,
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Mansgement:-

L R P TR (T TR (P, e
p LS LJ‘IL‘_E) Friti et Of CRVeraiin ey =il POTESHES 1% ({02 Ti01IAL .LJL"—]_H:LI'LLLI.E—KEL
wldcl does M;;_: g, formulation and implementation of policies and
programmes nservation, protection, utihzation and fmanagement of the

I

Foresis and w ﬁ iznes h‘a ﬂlE T&\.{Yi .LLDI,‘

ain Activities:

Main activities are conservation. protection, sustainsbie development of
Torests and Wildlife, harvesting, comnversion, re-sawing and trade of timber and
Tovest produce, nisration ot anud protection of ec o[og» These
imentation of
Ceatrally Sponsored B

achiemes,

stu under Siate

The Working Plan prescriptions, Annusl Cut and Revenue sarping

HAoT
in emphasis from production
kT i_n the rartment scaled down the timber estraction a: :
ulated the hervests of Forests =trictly as= 3‘)(:‘.1'- ti
ated by s
Hmv“’;r

sts las een one of the

E:rf:pm-mr_:;_:z of Ervis :
pergniivis carners.  However, dus o il
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In addition to the above, 5 Centrally sponsored schemes are also in
operation meant for Mavagement and conservation of the eco-system and
biosphere reserve.

. .
Enviugnment:
s 3 = T .1 AT TR ot ¥ Fruas ~1 is 1
e Islands are fortunate to hevye a clean semyronment 50 I8y, ohvisusly

due io the exstence of extenzive forest cover of more than 92% of the total
geographical area, withi limited population and very little industrial activity.
The Development of environment and Forests is also dealing with the issues
related to the conservation of environment. The cases relsting to diversion of
Forest Land for non-forestry purpases are glso dealt by the Department under
Forest {Conservetion) Act, 1995,

A Coastal Zone Management Plan is also in operation here.

An Crpamzational structure for pollution control is also constituted here
to attain the objectives of pellution control

The following Acts and Rules pnotfied by Central Pollution Controi Board
are haeiny enforced in Andaman and Nicobar Isiands.

1. ter [Prevention and Control Polluticsi} Act, 1974 as amended up
2  The water {Prevention and Contral of Polluuon) Rules, 1475,
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We are so concernsd about the employiment peneration if we see the
dismal picture of target and achievement sides, The agencies involved in the
implementation of schemes such as Department-zelf, APWD, ALEW ete, did not
make anv progress.

While justifying the objectives of Natural Regeneration we would like to
emphasize that the forest area harvested for timber s reguired to be
regetterated throngh the process of aided natural regeneration to maintain and
improve the productivity of forest lands on sustainshle basis.  About 2100
Hectares of arsa harvested annually should smmediately need to be
regenerated. The Britishers even shown and followed that ideal approach in
Andaman and Nicobar Forest lands when this Territory was their colony. We
suggest regeneration of tropical forests of these islands should be done under a
disciplined Silviculture system which mvolves lending of advance growth of
economically important spedes through conopy manipulation as well as
planning 13 the gaps till voung gensration gets established.

Gurvey, Demarcation and Utilization: -

In our Fariv's view, survey, demarcation and settlement of Forest Land are
pre-requisite for scientific management of forest rezerve and to protect them
from encroachment and other damapes. In Aﬂdﬁm an and Nicobar Islands
4240 Bg. KM= and 2929 8. K.M= hﬂm besn legally declared as protected
vorests  and  reserved furests  respectivelv TuiaL physical survey and
demarcation Are vet to be completed,

The people =ettled under Colonization Scheme wers allotted 3 acres of
npricultire land and 5 acres of hilly land,  in the absence of proper boundary
sarcation of fsregt and revecue lands the seftisre foce untold sufferings to
identify their land and to begin 111«:11* farming activities PRIs also suffer 1o do
PEeAR0n,
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the ?_ﬁfmagwn s1if should go on E'{‘lt:}'ihﬁt lines with a working plan, This plan
ahould revise periodicaily to meet the zcientific poal of the management. Butwe
have seen thist the Departmsnt does not have appropriate plan and
infrastruciure to facilitate its effective functioning,

Ermemned AT i e Teodd
Iy P

R ik T o Ak A X et

Ll =
hr R 3

£

Minor Forest Prodice (Non-timber Forest Produce) viz., Cane, Bamboo,
fuelawaood, balliss, that .Emlg Ieaf ete. are required to meet the basic needs of
thye ?}{)ﬂ!ui&hf}ﬂ for shelter and cottage industries, These non-timber forest
wrahiics hased Cottage Industries, Provide emplnvment to 3__1}51 ariizens, Bt

EELE FoAArrAal

aﬂ theze Forest Iv”::mz Produces are covered and defined ax trees in the Indian

ost Aot The han on felling of trees by the Hon'hle bupi“emeﬁ (Court has besn
applisd to these minoer produces alse giving a frightening impact to the rural
peaple. Andaman Porest is rich with these produces in abundance, We
v {0 raise the area of cultivation of mamly cane and hariboo to mest the
Pregiuremiants,

i) view of the need for conservation asd protection  of
ament, Foresat i Wildlife the Deparment should plav a gigantic roie.
g demand for wood and various other non tiniber
antic a8 well as industrial we feel that thare is g need
ation: of fuel, fodder, timber and fruit- bearing species in the

« .
$hiie Iamss waciiiftiesy
celi®  BdeRad, SaFARLailziid

"?.‘hc‘* 2 mfiirst Piywood Tounstres {Pf’lf{m"

s{] fiaves heen closed, The 37
‘Ia surs,  The “ig}(ﬁEFﬂ.ﬁlg news of an
{ ‘.;i'—,‘l'ﬁ*si.}i}]?.r—.f-L wi functioning of more than 20
eto. have its dﬁl}g Touis impact on
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)
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Logging and Utilisation:

Out of totals timber to be extracted ammually by the Departinent,
provizion to meet the expenditure to harvest about 20,000 cum is made under
this scheme.

We have noticed thiat the works of o nrepara atint: of ﬁ’r_ﬁf}"iﬂ@ ﬂi.:sﬂ for the
management of forest resources by vatious divisions are not promptiv done,

Working Plan Division, as pet thie norms approved by the Govt, of Iu{ha. are fiot
finctiomning.

The Departmuent of Environment and Forest had been one of the major
revenue earners for the Teritory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, However,
due to shift in the emphasis from production to conzervation the Department
has sealed dowmn the timber extraction activity, Mismanagement is dlsc &
reason for an all-round deterioration in activities and revenue earning.

Coanclusion & Provar
HOiBFIUN ok s IOVl

Thess islands fall under the dangerons seismic Zone NoV and therefore
the building materials uﬂwr that Wcmd and forest produces are 1ot at all
advisabls, Right from the initis! settlement programme i these islands, wood
and cther minor forest produces were only used for building of dwellings,

It i= understood that abou! 20,0600 cum of lngs are lving in Forest which
may go waste gradualy if not liffsd,

atrd ﬂm—uh after m'nrﬂ‘v :

Maw God Bless You for the s

Cvouy hely m

P
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_ _ _ Phone : 38578
G COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA (MARXIST-LENINIST) LIBERATICN

A&N Islands State Commitee
MAZDOOR BHAVAN, P. B. No. 641 DELANIPUR, HADDO, P.O. PORT BLAIR

Tarevw

Ref Tlo .GRI(MLLL2001-12/88/7.  Dale. 172122001

To

Prof. Shekhar Singh,
commissioner for Reporting
State of Forest and Allied Matters of
A& Iglands,
Camp at:
Port Blair.

Sir,
While welcoming you in these islands for study and

report on the State of Forest and Allied matters of ALN

Islands in compléance with the Order of Supreme Court,
we would like to prefer certain facts and figures ABBHE on
these topics for your kind consideration.

Since you have spent sone years of your childhood
in these islands the memory of xR® those days wiXx may
help compare with the present state of affairs regarding
Forest, Enviponment and its 2lléed matters.

Thase islands remain polutioh free environment zone
due to B»E non-development Of Industrial zxr Activities,
though the economy and employment solely depend upon the
forest wealth. & A &7 Administration negdected Govt.
Sector Industries like Chatham Saw Mill, ZBetapur Saw Mill
Ete. and &t the same  time encouraged private sectar
Industries Tased on plywood, taches Etc. allowing
Industrial Colps on long term Lasis in South Andaman,
Mi@dle Andaman and Little Andeman areas on payment of
royalty. ©On the other hand the administraticn éid not

take any initiative to set up Industries mm in Covt.
Sector o utilise other available natural respurces.

“hen Forest Department allotted Industrial Colips

to 3 Meijor EmAumx Yood based Industries donring 1o, 70s

=nd BLs on long term basis, they got free hand to fell

“rees indiscriminately bevond the bounderies of Colpsx

2nd Bulies. The Foresk Department had no control over

them. Ac:ordinglyrthey destroyed the Forest for their

(Eontdie. «2) 6

grown trees can not be justified in the name of environmenta.
reagins. !

4
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ecconomic gain without caring the environmental aspects.

Though very old and cutdated, there issworking
plan guideline for operation in forest areas regarding
exploration, regeneration process and protection measures.
But ¥k unfortunately it appears that no working plan-guide-
line has been made applicable while felling trees, spending
in the name of Forest Protection and Regeneration. Forest
Department ®kimwmR extracted timber from protected areas
and even Jarawa reserves to feed private industries.
Involvement of Private Contractors for regeneration, bush=-
cutting and cutting of inspection parths by forest department
turned as licence to exloit the forest as well as led
deforestation due to their irresponsible and unsdéientific
approach on work.

In 1980s the A&N Forest & Plantation Development
Corporation came into existance and a major part of Forest

area or Little Andaman, Noth & Middle Andaman were transferred
to them for exploitation of Forest wealth. Forest Corpocration .
engaged large number of private contractors, even from
mainland to exploit the commercial kImmkzr timber and &ll
other standing crops in the corporation area which badly
effected the environment of this region. The Forest
Corporation mf or their Contractors never followed the

norms of working pXxmrz plan guidelines prescribed Ifor

forest area operations. They never bothered about regensration
in worked out area. Hence the commission should conduct
proper study about the working of this Forest Corporation

and its worked areas.

Since environment factors are globkal phenomina, ¥Rk=xe
these island alone can not be made BEpE scape goat. A lot
of unemploved youth run self employment venture on woo#d
based m small scale indutries at present. These people
will lose their livelvhood in sustaining kemxmmx total ban
on neturally grown timber m+ felling and its utilisation.
YHERS xyx L1t is okligetory to the Administration to pxevisde
My mEEfs mEx dellver minimum gmeEmExy quantity of
reqguired timber for thelr survival as well as to secure the
employment. This islanders have badly effzcted due to
total ben on felling and even on utilisation of timber
StOCK ¥ BVEITABIE INXYELIBTUBXDEEuEsxEn® in log shape at
various depots and lying in forest bounderies.

Abount Bell of the totel land area of this lslands
Territory is covered with forest within 71706 Sg.i¥i.. This is

sueh  higher in pereentage in comperisicn with any other
part of Indie or even with many cther countfies in this
Universe. Hence total prohibition on felling of naturally
grown trees can not be justified in the name of environnental
reasons. '

( Contd... 3)
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The poor islanders solely depend upon the Timber for

their dwelling purpose.Znstead of providing timber on cheep
rate for construction of kuiAXiny building the Administratioh
increased the cost of timber beyond the reach of these poor

adding 211 the overhead charges of expenditures of pay,dH&
a2llowances and other parafehalia of 27 IFS Officers. Though
the ® lower strata employees and forest activities have been
reduced considerably, the department is planning to increase
high-officers strength like Additional P.C.C.F., C.C.F., etc.

vet the islanders are fully dependant on wood £or
creamation of dead bodies.

We therefore urge upon vou to consider all the aspects
nareted above and the points of suggestions given below while
rEREXZErimy concluding your report and appreciate that total
ban on felling of naturally grown timber and its utilisation
will not be in favour of the islanders in any way.

SUGGEZSTIONS:

l. ¥M¥ There is natural death to 211 the matured trees in
forest. Stopping of felling and utilisetion o matured
trees will be nothing other than wasting of natural
wealth and national economy.

Py The extraction should be, but in such & way without caus-
ing demage to the forest and its land. Plucking the
etured trees through selective felling and trensprting
the same Lo the nearest water source (river or sez)
by teapbrary rope-way at overhead mimk height on cupny-

pully system with specielly trained man-power for the pHrE

purpaxse will prove the salest way. This will help avoid

Seforestation sHrmugh causing through road cutting end

erasion of Xmmg soil through the channcels cresting out of

dragging process of logs.

3 suildings made of timcer can only viable, susteinabl
ccononic and truble free in view of carth cuack bei
&l Islands under immenant danger-=zone of tremor.
Construction of RCC buildings can not e encouraged
in these area on safty measure.

4., Unavaileability of timber for dwelling purpose and increase
irn cost of timber will encourage consbtrucikion of RCC
cuilding which will lead to extraction of sea gsand and
guarry producht IZrom kRlEE these area over ang akbove
the feaor of danger ment ' oned sbove. It will pose threat
to the savirnment again.

5. No process of fellilng, extraction or any other process
undef Forest be allowed to any privats agency/contraceor

as nad done in the pest at Little Andznan end other arsas

Like 3vuth Middle and foth Andam&ns.
o

6. timber in any shapekxm to main land o: other
e kanned znd at the same fine ExE zuificiznt
5

made availlable for loctl consummtion
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low—cost to meet the need of kwk building construction
purpose in these islands by exploring the vast resources
from the matured trees posing to natural death otherwise.

latured timber subjected to "Chemical Treztment Process”
will last for several generations of the msrg man kind

and this will reduce the increase in demand of timber
at long run.

Yours faithfully,

LT

(1. Sadasivan)

Secretary,
CPI(ML) State Committee,
A&N Islands.

ot
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Prof. Shekhar Singh,
Commissioner for Independent
Survey of A & N Ecology,
Camp: Port Blair.

Sir,

Our Party welcomes you and wishes you all suceess in your mission and
hopes to achieve a balanced result.

There is no doubt that the conservation of Forest are very important not
only to keep the balance of ecology but also for the survival of mankind,
animals and various living and non-living elements. But at the same time the
survival of wood based industries, the labourers, the people, villagers connected
directly or indirectly and the economy and development of the Islands also
depends on the Forest Produce. Hence, a balance formula is to be chalked-out.
As per the Statistics about 86% of Forest is available in these Islands, hence,
there shall be no difficulty in allowing reasonable extraction of logs considering
the requirement of existing Saw mill, wood based industries, SSI Units of

furniture making already established in these Islands.

1 was also present in the ACCI meeting had with you on 16 morning in
the capacity of the Vice-President of ACCI. The Memorandum given to you by
the ACCl is comprehensive. 1like to add few more points that are related to the
closure of 2 Plywood Factories viz. ATI, Bambooflat and JTP, Bakultala

besides allied matters.

L Shortage of Supply of logs and increase of price of logs every
year ;-

The Xerox Copy of the letter No. F{4)/85/160 dated 13.10.200
from the Department of Environment & Forests addressed to JTP
Bakultala shows an allotment of 13.630 cbm Plus 1370 cbm against

their requirement of 21,000 cbm which was viable for running their

[6F
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mill in full capacity as per the strength of their workforce. Similar
letter might have been issued to the ATI Bambooflat. As verbally told
to you in the meeting there are 2 reasons for the closure of 2 Major

Plywood Industries:-
{1 Shortage of supply of ply logs;
(11) Increase of price of logs ever year.

I also enclose herewith allotment sheet of the Forest department form
1996-97 to 1999-2000, which shows a decrease in the allotment of
logs to the 3 Major Industries.

Jllegal cutting of trees by the Foreign Poachers

It is very common that the poachers who comes from Myanmar and
Thailand use to camp in deep forest in the far-flung forest of
Andaman District and illegally cut the costly trees like Padauk etc.
and take to their countries in the Powerful Engine Boats. With their
modern machineries and techniques they cut the half of the girth of
the tree upto full available length and the trees shail keep standing
for few months and our forest security Guards cannot check until or
unless they visit the spot. Further, the poachers use to keep
automatic weapons and other arms and ammunitions for their safety
and therefore, our security guards are scared. To check this
poaching, a Marine Police Force with the necessary infrastructure had
been sanctioned before about 1 1/2 years ago but still it has not been

fully operated.

Similarly, poaching of seashells fishes, Prawns, Crocodiles
are going on in the entire A & N Sea, Although Coast Guard, Local
Police apprehends them but the poaching activities are still in
progress and it may continue. In our opinion, more and more Indian
Entrepreneurs should be given deep fishing licensee for fishing of
permissible items, who shall not only explore the sea wealth but also

check the foreign poachers.

Collection of Minor Forest produces: -




The collection of DHUP RESIN was earlier allowed by the
Forest Department till 1993 on the terms of calling Tenders and
payment of Royalty of Rs. 1 per kg. But, it has been stopped
thereafter. DHUP RESIN is a substance which automatically leaks
from the various trees and accumulated on the grounds into the
forest, which does nof put any harm to the standing trees. It
generates the employment for hundreds of villagers who collects the
materials from the jungle and sell to the Licensee, who in turn
dispatch the goods to Kolkatta /Chennai for further sale. The
labourers/ villagers/transport/shipping /stevedoring have been
badly affected.

Similarly, the Forest Department has stopped the collection
of Seeds of BAITPHAL, KATTAPHAL etc. which are naturally fallen
from the trees. These seeds are collected by the Licensee through
the villagers and exported to Kolkatta/Chennai and after processing
and converting into the decorative items are exported to foreign
countries and earned foreign currency. We fail to understand the
reason for the stoppage of collection of fallen seeds.

Encroachment in the Forest Areas:-

There are many encroachments of a big land for cultivation
and plantation by the cultivators/villagers (settlers) in the forest area
of Diglipur Tehsil in a honeycombing way since many years back and
day-by-day their boundary of encroachment is expanding. In fact the
number of family members of the settlers have been increased
manifold during the last 35 years of their settlement and the land
about 2 Hectares which was earlier allotted to them as become
insufficient because of subdivision among the family members. They
should be settled in peripheral places to avoid further encroachment

of the forests.

Proper settlement of Ranchi labourers in Baratang Island,
Rangat, Mayabunder, Diglipur and Campbell Bay Tehsils




Sufficient number of Ranchi Labourers are living in their
huts in the forest land of Baratang Island and above noted Tehsils,
revenue area of Gandhi Nagar of Campbell Bay and some other
Islands since their incept in these Islands. These Ranchi labourers
were brought from Bihar State around the year 1950 on wards for the
clearance of forest for the settlement of the refugees of East Bengal
(Now Bangladesh) after partition of India in the year 1947. The
Ranchi Labourers of Campbell Bay were brought by Border Roads
Organization {GREF). The Forest Department has so far not made
any arrangement to settle these labourers on proper place in the
Baratang Island and other places. It is said that their residential
huts are standing on the forest encroachment lands. This problem
needs to be settled immediately by the forest as well as revenue
departments.

Non-availability of Sea Sand

Due to non-availability of required quantity of sand the civil
construction work related to the development of these Islands are
badly affected. Similarly, the public is also facing hardship for getting
the sea sand for construction of their houses. The Pulverized dust is
also not easily available to the public. However, some pulverized dust
shall be available after sometime. The sand is still required for

casting of floors, Plastering etc.

Although the sanction of the Ministry of Forest &
Environment is sought every year by the Administration for extraction
of limited quantity of sand from the beaches but a long term policy is
required to be made to solve this, because there is always a break of
about 3 to 4 months during the time of the renewal of the sanction

from the Ministry. There ig ahout cbm of sea sand

is required annually, which can be extracted from the beaches of

various Islands by rotation.

| +0



Our party is concerned for the earning of bread and butter
of the poor villagers, labourers, traders who are directly or indirectly
connected with the forest and sea produce which are resources for
the improvement of the economy of the General public of the Islands
on one hand and conservation of forest to a reasonable limit on the
other hand. You being an expert on this subject can find out a

moderate way out and recommend the Apex Court accordingly.

We hope that you shall submit your interim report to the
Apex Court at the earliest to allow the transportation/conversion of
the accumulated logs outside the forest and lying in the Government
and Private Saw Mills to avoid its deterioration during the passage of

time and survival of thousand of labourers.

Thanking you

Yours faithfully

f
(H.N. Ar TR)
BJP State President
A & N Islapnds

NOTE:-

The Forest Department has banned the sale of Padauk logs to the Private
Saw Mills established in various places and the SSI Units of Furniture
Manufacturing of out side arcas are forced to purchase their requirements from
the Government Chatam and Betapur Saw Mills and take back to
Diglipur/Rangat/Havelock etc. for making fumniture. This unnecessary
ban/condition of Forest Department involves extra transport expenses and
result in high price on the finished products and uncompetitive with the Port
Blair market price.

For the bencfit of Hut side areas' SSI Units and for house constructions,
the' Padauk logs should be sold/sawn by the Private Saw Mills in all places in
the A & N Islands.
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---------------

To

His Excellency Prof: Shekhar Singh,
{ndian Institute of Public Adnunistration,
Commuissioner to inquire into the
Existing state of Forest and Environment,
Camp. Port Blair.

Subject : Triggered problems of aborigines and Islands fragile ecosystem —
Protection regarding.

Most Respectfully Sir.

1t gives us great pleasure that you have been appointed by the Ministry of Environment &
Forest, GOl as commissioil to report on the state of forests and allied matter.

After going through an Article dated 9" December 2001 of “The Hindu™ titled “who
speaks for the Jarwas™ we were deeply moved. (Enclosed is a cutting of that article by S.
Theodore Baskaran) sceing this opportunity to speak for them we decided to do our bit, In
that article the writer seems to be in alt awe of Mr. SAMIR ACHARY A of SANE (society
for Andaman and Nicobar Ecology) recents developments here in Andamans have made
us change our view about SANE as they are back tracking. SANE seems to have backed
out due to some compulsions either political, commercial or even materials. It was
saddening to hear over All India Radios local news bulletin Mr. ACHARYA's statement
that he did not meant a total ban on tree felling for timber as he meant only Little
Andaman i his petition before the Honorable High Court.

What we have seen as local residents of these Islands since Britishers colonised these
Islands and brought us here is a big change in our Environment. Rain is becoming
scantier by the day. maximum temperature is going up by the day . Accute water shortage
is the order of the day. population is increasing by the day with people coming form
outside and settling here, land covered with forest is becoming thinner as encroachments
in collaboration with the Revenue and Forest Officials is common. Agriculture land is
converted in to concrete jungle. All these are leading to situation which is forcing the so
called ctvilized world to venture into the Tribal Reserve. These Jarawa's are being pushed
back and are on the brink of extinction only because of us. The Administration of

|72,
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Andaman & Nicobar Peoples Voluntary Organisation

MP. VIJAY RAVINDER Head Office .

PRESIDENT No. 20, O?P. HEAD POST OFFICE
<E PORT BLAIR, ANDAMAN - 744 101

Andaman and Nicobar hasn’t being able to come up with proper plans to safe guard the
interest of these Jarawa’s and othzr Tribes for ages

Population influx should be immediately stopped.

Ban on Timber 1s a welcome move.

No Construction in Jarawa territory.

No Extension of Andaman Trunk Road.

Law Enforcement agencies should be accountable.

Tribal Welfare should be accountable.

Medical personals posted in Tribal area should be accountable.

SO b e 2 B e

For the last so many decades nothing substantial has been done by the policy makers of
Andaman and Nicobar Administration. They haven’t manage to spare a thought for these
Tribal people. The law enforcement agencies, Adim Janjati Vikas Board, Doctors of areas
like Jirkatang, kadamtala, baratang etc. are known to be very casual in their approach
towards the Jarawa’s. Corruption is the root cause here as them money given for Tribal
Welfare is grossly misused. The above mentioned officials are supposed to look after
them, feed them and care for them but they do otherwise. Tribal Welfare department hires
jeeps, which is used by Police for their own use and making visits to Jarawa’s with fruits
etc. only occasionally but the records and ground reality varies a lot. These Tribal
Jarawa’s treated as inferior by one and all. Poaching activities from overseas poachers
(Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia etc.) and locals alike have left these people
stranded. Overseas poachers are a major threat as they have faint resard for Jarawa’s and
go to the extent of killing and even raping the Jarawa’s. Earlier there are tales of how the
forest officials also lent their hands in eradicating these Jarawa’s Tribe with indiciplined
forest guards. Now the people occupying the police check post go about deer hunting in
Jarawa area and grant permission with some cash.

We firmly believe that the Jarawas should be left alone in their habitat. We firmly believe
that their environment should be preserved. We hail that judgement of the Hon ble courts.
We firmly believe that the Tribals like that Jarawas. Onges, Sentinclese eic. are the
owners of Andaman Islands and they should be treated us such. We believe that they are
in now way inferior 10 us. We firmly believe that Tribals hold the key to the survival of
these Islands, our rain forest and our future. We don’t need dozens of timber mills. we
don’t need to travel by bus through their areas, we want poaching by foreigns to stop. we
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want a caring and accountable administration who will see light at the end of the tunnel
for these Tribal people. We want Tribal prosper and survive.

1t’s saddening to note that our Member of Parliament has suddenly risen up to speak for
our poor people for lifting of Ban on cutting of trees in Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
Our Member of Parliament plea is guided by compulsions which is very short sighted.
The whole Administrative machinery has to shed its compulsions (whatever 1t may be
whether political. social and material) and be more far sighted. We pray to God to save
our trees, our oceans, our Tribals, our present and our future.

Sir, whatever report vour wisdom may allow you to submit please spare a thought for
these Tribal people who are made to beg, borrow and steal, they are made up as laughing
stock of the on-lookers, they are considered as wild animals and no-one to really care for
them. We have our doubts as to whether these Tribals will be given an audience with you
in their pitiable state. By now they might have been thrown back deep inside the forest by
the Local Authorities in their areas or made up more presentable and well fed for a day so
that they can show they are well cared for.

Please do spare a thought for them and we in our hearts are with you.

Closing with good wishes for the New Year.

Thanking you
Enlerecl;
(7 Cfting (7 100 DUy Ak 12 R0 Yours sincerely
{
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Who speaks for the Jarawas?

In 1997, a group of Jarawas made contact for the first time with the outside world.
It was a move that triggered numerous problems for them and has left them teetering
on the brink of extinction. S. THEODORE BASKARAN writes of efforts to save them.

*F you drive aleng the road
leading to Mayabandar from
Port Blair in the Andamans,
vou might caich a glimpse of
the Jarawas, one of the indige-
ik NIOUS tribes of the islands; of-
ten they come out of their jungle
homes to accept fruits and coconuts ) ¢
t from visitors. Their white teeth 3
gleaming against their dark skin, the =|
children look like ebony carvings. The 1
story of the Jarawas has been thed
| same as the vanishing people else- @ F>
- where in the world, until a group of §
concerned people came forward to
speak for them. .

The Society for Andaman and Nico- §
bar Ecology (SANE) a non-govern- <
ment organisation based in Port Blair 3 |
has taken up the cause of the Jarawas % |
and sought legal temedies. On April 9, 20
2001 the Circuit bench of the High &
Court of Calcutta, sitting in Port Blair &
passed a significant order, directingE

4 the Central Government and the An- &
i daman and Nicobar Administration @
to form a committee of experts, in-

IS1
gk

NI

(oY sy PR -
Hunter-gatherers who now face prol

from the civilised world.

cluding sociologists, nutritionists and
doctors to study the problems of the
Jarawas,

Inhabitants of the dense rain for-
ests of the Andaman Islands, the Jara-
was have been living for millennia as
hunter-gatherers. In the last century,
loggers, settlers and poachers pillaged
the forests, sealing the fate of the hap-
less Jarawas. Reduced to just 350 to
400, they are now teetering on the
brink of extinction. Hidden from civ-
Hisation and resisting all attempts at
contact, they had kept to themselves,
In October 1997, in an inexplicable
move, a group of Jarawas ventured
out of their forest hideout and made
contact with the cutside world. And
this has triggered a cascade of prob-
lems, provoking SANE o take up their
cause.

Before intervening in a Public In-
terest Litigation peiition in the High
Court, SANE, led by one of the foun-
ders Samir Acharya, an islander, went
about the task of collecting data on
indigenous people, they contacted
leading anthropologists and sociolo-

- _gists, all atround the world, many of

whom were familiar with the issues
connected with the issues connected
-with the indigenous people of the is-

'} lands and recorded their views,

-§.> Dr, Vishvajir Pandya, anthropolo-
. gist at the Victoria University, New

' Zealand, who had studied the indige-

“Rous people of Andamans, felt: that

- the Jarawas should be made culturaily

- &afe and that policy makers should

take a well thought out stand on their
future. Stephen Corry of Survival In-
terirational said that small popula-

L_tons of tribat people are unlikely to

lems
survive the effects of sedentarisation.
He cautioned that settlement of the Ja-
rawas in a Ieserve — a common but
disastrous solution — would constitute
a violation of their human rights. The
lives of many indigenous peoples are
linked to the specific topography of
their land and relocation can wipe
thermn off the face of the earth. Other
experts warned that allowing the Jara-
was to mix with other people might
cause them serious medical problems,
Extinction through an epidemic is a
reality.

Indigenous people such as the Jara-
was may hold the key to some myster-
ies of human history. Recent DNA
studies point out that the farawas are
closely related to the Bushmen of Afri-
ca. If proved, this wilt lend support to
the "Out of Africa” theory of human
descent. Its proponents say that hu-
mans left Africa about 100,000 years
ago and moved on land westward,
eventually reaching Asia. Peter Bell-
wood, an anthropologist at the Austra-

lian National University, Canberra,-

suggests that these migrants arrived at
the Andamans about 35,000 years ago
when the islands were connected by
land with the Arakan mountains rang-
es of Myanmar. Later, when the sea
rose, cutting off the land and creating
many pockets of elevated land, people
survived in these islands and devel-
oped a distinct culture and language.
In fact their languages may contain
keys to the riddle of human migration.
Their intimate knowledge of plants,
birds and other creatures of the trop-
ical jungle could help advances in
medical sciences.

i

Samir Acharya speaks with passion-
ate concern for the Jarawas. He points
out that the attitude of the mainlan-
ders is not very different from that of

. the British colonisers towards Indians.

The belief of the dominant society that
the Jarawas are backward and that
they need improvement is actually a
racist notion based on an ethnocentric
viewpoint. SANE has pleaded in its
petition to ban all contact with the Ja-
rawas, to evict all encroachers, camps
and outposts from the area tradition-
ally occupied by them and to close the
Andaman trunk road to all txaffic,
The Honourable High Court in its
epoch making order has directed the A
and N administration to prevent
poaching and stop anything that en-
courages the Jarawas to beg by the
highway. The order also prohibits any
new construction in the Jarawas terri-
tory and not t¢ make any extension of

<. the Andaman trunk road, as it would

cut right into the forests, the home of
the tribe for millennia. However, the
main thrust of the order is that it di.
rects that the report of the committee -
of experts should come within six -
months; The final judgment in the”
case will be delivered after that. i
In its order the court has also direct- "
ed the adminiswtation “to teach the lo-
cal people that the Jarawas are not
inferior but different”. In a non-egal-
itarian society like ours, such a real-

"isation would be a consummation

devoutly to be wished for. ® s
For mare on the Jarawas read Action
Plan to Save the Jarawas by Subrama-
nya Nayuduw, Centre for Future Studies,

Pondicherry University, 1999.
o 16
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Zilla Parishad
G. Kurma Rao ey \
o And & Nicobar Island
MEMBER o naaman icobar islandas
Ref. No. F3/MZB/EG/ET/2k=0Y/ /9 & . Baratang, the.. 18th_Dee,, 2001,
Te

ghri Sekhar Singh Commigsion,
Hon'ble Supreme Court of Indisx,
NEW DELHI, o

Carp_at BEART ANG,

His Excel lency, :

On behalf of the people of Haratang -Island, we teke the
cpportunity to hearty welcome you to our Island of this UNION
TERRITORY 8nd we would like tob ring towsrds the factuval burning
problems of BEaratsng Island,

1) PROUBLEMS FACED IVE TO RULING OF HON'EBLE SUPREME COUFT

Yhe people of CHIANAGEUR were brought to these Islands
in 2 phase in the year 1950 and 1962 and gett led in this Island,

The people were provided with 5 acres of peddy land and
S acres of hilly land for constructiom of houses and other moseld
purpose. Ags the people were mostly from backward ares and they
built houses using locally available M,F,Ps. Now in the present

context ruling of the Hon'ble Supreme Court kamning the felling

of all naturally grown trees., People of thig area are unzble to
even renovate their huts using Bamboo, Jungle post, Thatching Leaves
ete, The Andaren and Hicobar Islands comes under seismic zmone of

€& Prone t6 high Earthouake area. So building of R.C,.C. houges ¢

is rot encouraged., So i€ the ruling of the Hom'ble Supreme Court

is implemented in toto, then most of the residents will be without

a roof over their heads,

The furest departremt is only and fully responsibiie for
the present problems. Since they had cut logs/trees sccording to
their whirs and fencies and did not give importance in re-
plantation of trees and most 0f the logs were left back in the
Forest and swamps which got deteriorasted due to time,

(Contd.,, P/2}
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Zilla Parishad
G. Kurma Ra_o . o e B
And & Nicobar Isiand
MEMBER ndaman ar Isiands
Ref. No. : Baratang, the............... ... ..
t 2 s

For theabove act of the forest department, the publie
are rmade to sguffer, se we request you to kindly put-forth our
views befoere the Hon'ble Supreme Court,

The Forest is matural resources where we can get
‘thup Resin' and 'Bhat Phal’ since it generates a good amount of
revenue to the forest department and also to the lecals for earning
their bread and better, 9 you are requested to pute-forth our views
in this regard, as it will dolve emp loyment preblem in this Islend
to some extent,

2) DEVELOPMERT ACT IVITIES

The Imvelopmenmt activities were in the vital stage and
main activity there was forest lentered, Ag rer alletment nerms
laid down by the A & N Administration 10 Hectares of land including
P2ddy and hilly were alletted to each family. The clearsnce of the
land ecarried out by the Forest Department and handed over to the
Revenue Department,

Liter on while the develepmental activities got on progre-
ssing problem naturally developed, which were not proferly addressed,
prcper demarcation of land for civil activities and provision for '
‘providing public amenities by the Goverament Agencies as well as
" civil bedies were the natural issues arised there. In the absence
of P.R, I, st their functional form every thing remained unsett led.
After the formation/Introductien of P.R,I, the developmental acti-
vities had been naturally fallen to be taken up by the P, R.I. Iue
to lack of proper demarcation of village boundaries of both the
Forest iwwd and Revenve Department the developmental activities
could not be taken up properly. The matter was right ly taken wp
with the Hon‘ble Lieutenant Governor and Principal Chief Conser-
vator of Forests,

Having reviewed the seriousness ef the Prcokblems the then
Hon'ble lt. Governer Shri I,P. Gupta had visited the area and taken
stock of the situvation and passed an order with an instructions to

{comta,, /1)



St HARE forem g
G. Kurma Rao Zilla Parishad

HEE

MEMBER

Rel. No.

de @ feEr gy

Andaman & Nicobar Islands

) Baratang, the..........................
s 2 3

Forest and Mevenue Depatkent for imitiating a Joint survey of the

whole arez in Baratang Island ca & first step to address the dema-

catiom procedurc wnd constituke a 3 Tiey Committee under the Chair-

manship of Divisional Forest Officer, Barstang with Assistant

Commissioner Settlement and Tehsildar on member entrusting them to

submit & repert on the following long pending issues s

(1) Reconciliation of Village Boundaries

{2) Submission of proposal for deforestation of Forest land
for developmental activities, like ¢/o Village Riral Roads,

¢/o Play Ground foer school going children, Allotmemt of Quarry

Products, Allotment of House sites and Regularization of
PIre~1987 cases,

3) THREE TIFR COMMIITEE

Eltting ©f the Committee were t aken rlace twice without
producting any result with the non=-coeperation of the Forest Depart-
ment to gettle the matter. Then the Feveme Arthority Pproposed the
Forest Department te allot 300 hectares to them on the grownd thet
they will hand over equal area of Fevenue land some where other than
Barstang. But the Forest Department in keeping silence onm this
issue ti1l to-day, The matter remains unsett led giving room for a
complete halt on various develeprental activities of Qifferent de-
partments guch as AP .W.D. » Agriculture, Education, Animal
Husbandary, Police Degartment, Health Departmwent end P, R, I, ete,
The real locsers are the lowal people who arec feprived of their

legit imate rights of enfoying the benefit of various developmental
Programmes,

4) - ENCRUG CHMENT BY GOVERNMENT SERVANTS

HWhen pesple wereb rought from mainland they were given
2 cheices, either to ¥kibmm choose Government job (OR) Agriculturai
land. The people who choosen Government job and had served through-
out their life in Bovernment services. 1IMow after their retirement

(Cormta., P/74)



they are left £0'£end for themgelves &nd ha#e'en’croad&ed. on
‘Bovermment land. &o if an early slternate _Island is '
provided they can be settled thre.

.. - wWe, therefore, request your kind henour to kindly
‘lock into the matterx and considér our earnest fec:uest - 7'
men:ioned in this letter to fulfil the dream of the inhabi~
tants of this Island. The development of the Island is must
4n all point of view this can not be achieved until and
unless the land dispute is exigts snd alsoc the Minor Forest
pProduce may please be re-commended in the interest of

General Public of this Isgland.,

We hope honour will give a concrete prompt action
to fulfil the demand of our public, -

v : Yours faithfully,

Lt B

“Fredhan
{Bram Peonchavat
Milambur, Barstsng

(G bevierms Kom)
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G. Kurma Rao Zilla Parishad

Member Andamané& Nicobar Islands
Ref.No.F3/MZP/SG/BT/2K-01/195 Baratang, the 18t Dec., 2001.
To

Shri. Sekhar Singh Commission,

Appointed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi,

Camp at BARATANG.

His Excellency,

On behalf of the people of Baratang Island, we take the opportunity to
hearty welcome you to our Island of this UNION TERRITORY and we would like
to bring towards the factual burning problems of Baratang Island.

1) PROBLEMS FACED DUE TO RULING OF HON'BLE SUPREME COURT:- The people
of CHOTANAGPUR were brought to these Islands in 2 phase in the year 1959
and 1962 and settled in this Island.

The people were provided with 5 acres of paddy land and 5 acres of hilly
land for construction of houses and other purpose. As the people were mostly
from backward area and they built houses using locally available M.F.P.s. Now
in the present context ruling of the Hon’ble Supreme Court banning the feliing
of all naturally grown trees. People of this area are unable to even retiovate
their huts using Bamboo, Jungle post, Thatching leaves etc. The Andaman &
Nicobar Islands comes under Seismic zone of 6 Prone to high Earthquake area.
So building of R.C.C. houses is not encouraged. So if the ruling of the Hon'ble
Supreme Court is implemented in toto, then most of the residents will be
without a roof over their heads.

The Forest Department is only and fully responsible for the present
problems. Since they had cut logs/trees according to their whims and fancies
and did not give importance in re-plantation of trees and most of the logs were
left back in the Forest and swamps, which Zot deteriorated due to time.

For the above act of the Forest Department, the public are made to
suffer, so we request you to kindly put-forth our views before the Hon'ble
Supreme Court.

The Forest Department is natural resourres where we can get Dhup
Resin’ and ‘Bhat Phal’ since it generates a good amount of revenue to the
Forest Department and also to the locals for carning their bread and better, so
you are requested to putforth our views in this regard, as it will solve
employment problem in this Island to some extent.

(Continued page-2)
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2) DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES:- The Development activities were in the vital
stage and main activity there was forest centered. As per allotment norms laid
down by the A&N Administration 10 hectares of land including paddy and hilly
were allotted to each family. The clearance of the land carried out by the
Forest Department and handed over to the Revenue Department.

Later on while the developmental activities got on progressing problem
naturally developed, which were not properly addressed, proper demarcation
of land for civil activities and provision for providing public amenities by the
Government Agenciecs as well as civil bodies were the natural issues arised
there. In the absence of P.R.I. at their functional form every thing remained
unsettled. After the formation/introduction of P.R.I. the developmental
activities had been naturally fallen to be taken up by the P.R.L. Due to lack of
proper demarcation of village boundaries of both the Forest & Revenue
Department the developmental activities could not be taken up properly. The
matter was rightly taken up with the Hon'ble Lieutenant Governor and
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests.

Having reviewed the seriousness of the problems the then Hon’ble Lt.
Governor Shri.l.P.Gupta had visited the area and taken stock of the situation
and passed an order with an instructions to Forest and Revenue Department
for initiating a joint survey of the whole area in Baratang Island on a first step
to address the demarcation procedure and constitute a 3 Tier Committee
under the Chairmanship of Divisional Forest Officer, Baratang with Assistant
Commissioner (Setttement) and Tehsildar as members entrusting them to
submit a report on the following long pending issues.

(a) Reconciliation of village boundaries.

(b) Submission of proposal for deforestation of Forest land for
developmental activities, like C/o Village Rural Roads, C/o Play
Ground for school going children, ellotment of gquarry products,
allotment of house sites and regularization of Pre-1978 cases

3) THREE TIER COMMITTEE :- Setting of the Committee were taken place
twice without producting any result with the non-cooperation of the Forest
Department to settle the matter. Then the Revenue Authority proposed the
Forest Department to allot 300 hectares to them on the ground that they
will hand over equal area of Revenue land some where other than
Baratang. But the Forest Department is keeping silence on this issue till
today. The matter remains unsettled giving room for a complete halt on
various developmental activities of different departments such as
A.P.W.D., Agriculture, Education, Animal Husbandry , Police Department,
Health Department and P.R.I. etc. The real loosers are the local people
who are deprived of their legitimate rights of enjoying the benefit of various
developmental programmes.

(continued page-3)



4) ENCROACHMENT BY GOVERNMENT SERVANTS :- When people were
brought from mainland they were given 2 choices, either to choose
Government job (OR) Agricultural land. The people who choosen
government job and had served throughout their life in Government
services. Now after their retirement they are left to fend for themselves and
have encroached on government land. So if an early a'ternate Island is
provided they can be settled there.

We, therefore, request your kind honour to kindly look into the
matter and consider our earnest request mentioned in this letter to fulfil
the dream of the inhabitants of this Island. The development of the Island
is must in all point of view this can not be achieved until and unless the
land dispute is exists and also the Minor Forest Produce may please be
recommended in the interest of General Public of this Island.

We hope heonour will give a concrete prompt action to fulfil the
demand of our public.

Yours faitfully
Y

/

g C/Q@ 2
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Zilla Pavished Membef

Sundergsrth, Baratanc
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MEMBER Zilla Parishad
' send g MRER
' Andaman & Nicobar Isiands
Port Blair, the 19T;L’01
- S 7000 L S W

The Cormi ssioner,
To report on FOrest & ®nvirorment on Andamans.

Sr,

It is fer yeur kind information that, the Govte of India
settled Bengali people in the yenT 1952 and allotted 5 acres of
pecdy 1and and 5 acrea of hilly land to ench famidy.

The Forest D.partment extracted all kxind of trees from the
~1llotted land. Some Of the settlers made horticultures on thelr
hilly land most of them could not do it due to various dl fficulties,

Di fferent type ©f treea grown up on the nllotted innd. Faw
settlers oXtracted trees from their land and sold, But maxinug
settlers cnuld not eXtract the treecz standing on their land due
to the ban order of Hen'ble Supreme Court,

The Hon'ble Supreme Court hrg ~1ls3 issued an 0rder in the month

Of ©ciober 2001 to stop any typé 0f eXtrnction Of matural trees,
The people 0f these Islandz cannot mpo¥e bullding even a bathroem
in want of sand &5 the forest department has reduced the guantity.
Three plywood industry clossed.®ft the petple Of theze Ialands arc\.

helpless nSwe

The innocent illeterate people hnave been awaiting £or fruitfull
favoursble order of Hon'ble Suprame Court,

In the light of above, I Cfeguest you;hsavn the greeansry of
thease Islond and to fulfill the minimum necessity 0f the Deople of
these Island: as under,

l. Making nf Forsst protection comittee in every village.

2. Settlers should get right 0 sale any kind 0f tree standing
#in their lands m3 it wns done enrliare

3. TPrac royalty timbers t2 settles should provide.

4, All kxind of Fore~st producta zhould provide on royslty to »11l
domiciles 2f these Islandsz,

. 41l w92d based indastry should get thelr minimun reguired timber,

+soecs 2/ bl
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The econmmy 9f andanans is rajexcly depending gn
Farest Products. The present #uxz econic oondition
" @f the pedpls of Andsman is Very bad.

I therafore r@quest.yOu +9 kindly eonatder the
above mention~d points as enrly as poasible,

With regard sir,

yours f£aitwfully,

Darmd: §Quils 20

. 8hri, B, X A Rao

Member of Hoe Minigter Adviseory

Committan.



NO .ZP/KT/2001=2002/65
CFFICE OF THE ZILLA PARISHAD
KADAMTALA M ANDAMAN .

K/Tala, dt,18,12,2001,

To

Shri Sekhar Singh,
Ministry of Forest and Environment,
New Delhi,

S8ubi= Appeal for litting Ban on collecting forest producel reg:-

Sir,

It 4s brought to your kind notige that recently an order has been
passed by the Hon'ble Suprim Court of India, New DPelhi about the Stoppage
of cutting of Jungle including Minor Forest Produech,

In this connection is brought to your kind notice that in Andaman
about 95% Villagers use to construct their residential house by utili-
sing forest produech like Jungle post, Bally, Cane, Bamboo and leaves
etc, Morcover soue peorle who construct their house Pucca and each and
eve Panchayat needs Sea Sand for construction of Bridges, culverst,
Builings etc. But the Forest Depariment dcec not issue permit to collect
forest Produech and Sea Sande As Such the entlre Villagers and all the
Panchayats are facing an untold prdblem to Survine,

Under the above fact you are reguested to be kind enough to make
such arrangement, So that the people Xof Andiman and Nicobar Islands
can getridof from this Ban to favilitate the geueral mass of Andaman
Islands to collect forest produces to mend their Katehha hut to have

a roof over their head,
Youfj/f?ithfully,

(DEBEN MAZUMDER)
DPC,MEMBER,AND ZPM
KADAMTALA ,
Copy to:-
/;6 The Chairmman, Zilla Parishad, Port Blzir for information
and necessary action please,

24 The Neyws Editcor, AIRRRRE®, Port Blair, with the request to
broadcast through AIR Please

@é

(nh‘%ﬁ,,,;.; MOER)
DPC, Mgmﬁg%gggﬁ ZDM
KADAMTALA »
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NO «ZP/KT/2001-2002/6%
OFFICE OF THE ZILLA PARISHAD
KADAMTALA,M.ANDAMAN.

"K/Tala, 0tel8e12,2001,

To
/ég;i Sekhar Singn,

Ministry of Forest and Environment,
New Lelhi.

Sub:= Appeal for litting Ban on collecting torest produces reg:-

Sir,

It is brougnt to your kina notime that recently an order nas been
passed by the Hon'ble Suprimevourt of India, dNew welhi about the Stoppage
of cutting of Jungle including minor Forest Produeens.

In this connection is brought to your kind notice that in Ancaman
about 95% Villagers use to construct their residential house by utili-
sing torest produecl like Jungle post, Bally, Cane, Bamboo ana leaves
etc. Moreover, sone people who construct their house Pucca and each and
every Panchayat nseas Sea Sand for construction of Briages, culvergt,
suilfings etce. But tne kKerest vepartment uces not issue permit to collect
forest Produgeh ana Sea Sande As Such the entire Viliagers and all the
Panchavats are facing an untold prcblem to Survine.

Under the above fact you are requested to be kind enocugh to make
such arrangement, S¢ that the people £of Andédman and Niccbar Islands
can getridof f£rom this Ban to fatilitate the general mass of Andaman
Islands to collect forest produces to mend their Katehba hut to have
a roof over their head,

PJevan ==

ZEIDFC
{DEBENEMAES
Drc,

KAOAMTALA o

Cogx tOz-

1¢ The Chaimman, 2illa Parishad, Port Blair for intormation
and necessary action please,

2o The News Editor, AIRRERE, Port Blair, with the reguest to
broadcast through AIR Pleases

{ DEBEN MAZUIMDER)
DpPC, MEMBER AND ZPM
KADAMTALA .



OFFICE OF THE PRADHAN
Kadamiaia Gram Panchayat

MIDDLE ANDAMAN

...........................................................

To

Shri Shekher Singh,
Commission for forest and Environment,
New Delhi.

Camp at Kadamtala,

Hon'ble Sir,

I on be helf of Kadamtala Gram Panchayat beg to bring to
your kind Notice that on 23rd nNov,2001 the Hon'ble suprim Court of
India passed an interim order having on cutting naturally grown Trees
in this Islands including Minor forest produce such as Bamboo, Cane,
Lezaves, Jungle posts, Ballies etc,

Here in Andaman about 90 to 95% Villagers leaves in Temporary
Huts who needs the above M.F.P. t¢c constructs and repair of thetr
house. Moreover, Dhoop and Cane fruits(Bet Phal) are availabie in
Jungle which the umemployeds used collect for earning their liveli-
hood 4

Moreover stone quarries, and Sea Sand in required for construc-
tion of Building Bridges, Culverts, Roads etc. But the imposing of
BAN by the Suprim Court become a problem to the entire public of
these Islands specially to the poor pecple,.

Some people are dependent on carpentary Trade. Over and above
fire wood which also comes under M.F.P. is a must for the jalsieke
Viilagers.

Therefore, it is brought to yvour kind Notice that these +he
Villagers of Kadamtala & Uttara, Some settlers were got their free
Royalty Timber. And some Settlers are not get their free Rovalty
Timber, Aswell as more. than 50% villagers are not cleared their
allotted Land. In this connection self reguestea for granting of free
Royalty and removel of allotted lana, timber and also permit us f£or
utilised the same as use like,

Under the above fact I beg to reguest you to be king enough to
make such arrangement, so that tne interim order of the Suprim Court
is witndrawn.

W.tn regards,

Yours faithf))l E—Y;
J

U"U

(op L o (8
(SURLAL #BM! A ynde .
Fradhog
PRALSAN
GRAM PARCHAVAT

ST

. £ “'a‘
WRSAMTALL .
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To

Shri. Shekar Singh Dated

Commissioner 18" December 2001.
Headed by One man Commission '
Appointed by Hon’ble Court.

Respected Sir,

We wish to put forward following few lines for kind consideration and positive
response from your end please.

That the PRI Members and people of the Middle Andaman are basically
farmers/Settlers belonging to Poor families. Their life is based on Agriculture and minor

{orest products like sand, Ballies, Bamboos, Patti, & Cane. Most of the people are leaving
x Lanc. vost of the people are leaving

small huts made by above minor forest products.
——— e,

In this connection if the collection of minor forest products by the poor peoples is
totally band the most of the villagers will be homeless with in few years. People in the

Middle Andaman villages are using dead woods like branches of fzllen woods and leaf

for their domestic needs.

We the people of Middle Andaman strongly opposed at the random Executes of forest
products by the private bodies and also by the forest department. Further we feel that the

actual damage to the forest and environment is due to such extensive exertion of forest
producis.

As per the Colonization scheme the settelers are supposcd to get free Rovalty/Rovalty
of minor forest product for construction cum repair of their huts. If we are not permitted
to use such product it will be an obligation to our right.

That we strongly oppose of extensive cutting of logs and other forest products, export
of forest products and we further demand that a spot enquiry may be conducted at site
from where the logs and the forest products are being collected.

We feel that massive replantation programme may started as soon as possible for
maintaining the Ecological balance.

At present department collecting forest products are not maintaining any proper

utilization the same. Huge quantities of logs are stil} laying unused at different collection
and dumping spots.

B.T.C.

;,t:,



This should be physically verified at the spots and necessary action may be taken
against the defaulty. Also suggested to constitute Van Sanrakshan Samiti (Forest
Protection Commitiee) under the Chairmanship of Pradhans who shall be in charge of
issuing necessary permits for minor forest products.

Thanking you,

PRI Members &
(’T Zele Sevawa L &y %‘ People of M/Andaman.
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To

Professor Shekhar Singh,
Commission Appointed by

Hon 'hle Supreme Court of India,
camP: Port Blair,

Sub:- Submissions of Zilla Parishad Membeg and Pradhan,
Gram Panchayat, Long Island.

L A

Sir,

Consequent on the orcder of the Hon'ble Supreme Court
of Indis, the Long Island Plywood Factory run by the Kitoly
Industries Lté., has been closed from 10th December 2001 due
to non-supply of logs by the Forest Department. This closure
hac affected more than 800 familias directly and around 3000
families indirettly, 2s you are aware, there is no other
activity on thisﬁéiéggg this very factory-not even agriculture,
The entire population of the island have to move out of the
island for earning their bread which means desertion of the
infrascture crastad by the Govt, spending many crores, during
the last 52 years, Already three major industries like WIMCO,
Jeyshree and ATI have been closed down =nd many fsmilies have
moved cut of these plzces resulting in infructuous expendit re
for the govt. on the facilities crerted when these units ware
in working condition,

We would like to strte fhere that a huge gquantity of
harvestad logs are allowed to rot in the forests due to
negligsnce of the Forest DNepartment Officers and lack of
judicious planning on their part, Comnres of worth timber h=sg
been allowed to rot in the forest 3ll these yezrs, If a
proper forest policy is implemented in a transpsrent manner in
assoclis-ion with the loczl elected revresentr-tives, “he fovasi
wezlth of the islands c=n l=zst for many more vears giving bredd
to the pesople of these islands, It is, therefore, preyed thrat
your Honour may kindly spare some time to visit Long Teland and
see for vourself the conditions pravailing there, so that you
will e in a2 hettsr position to exnlain the situstion in & ite
right versvective, resulting in resumption of supoly of raw =

metari=zle to this industry which will provide bread to about



-0

4000 families and save their future,

Thanking ycu,
Yours faithfully,

oh
PORT BLAIR, 1;Jeevan Walter Ming, , ¢Z€é§3‘*
7illa Parishad Member.,
6 .

17.12,.2001
2, S, Jaya Kumar, 65%?
Up+Pradhan,

30 A. Rama Nathan’ M

Unit President, BJIP.

4, B. Kama Raj, 3/{

Mazdoor, KITPLY Indust,

5. T.Kodanda Raoc, T AR L0
Mazdoor, KITPLY Indust.

6+ Bheema Rao, o
Mazdoor, KITPLY Indust,

7. Dev Raj. @V
Membey, Ward No.4 ,

8, Naravan, , '
Worker, KITPLY Indust. /Qg&;



Jeevan Walter Mivy, Zilla Parishad

Zilla Parishad Member A&NIs lands
Long Island, Middle Andaman.

To,
The Honble Shekhar Singh Commission
(Appointed by the Supreme Court of India)

Sub : Ban on felling of trees — regarding.

Hon’ble Sir,

It is to bring to your kind attention the following few facts for vour
kind necessary action please. That Sir. there is a plvwood factory namely
M/S Kitply Industries Lid. in Long Islands which ceases activities
consequent upon the ban imposed on felling of tress by the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India with a policy of no work no pay in respect of
workers of the factory.

Sir, due to this policy of “No work no pav™ the workers are facing
serious financial problem and starvation. There are also no other
developmental activitics in the area so that the worker can carn their
livelihood.

Hence 1t is hereby requested that exemption may kindlv be given for
felling of trees for running the factorv and also direct the concerned
authority to arrange for the pay of the worker during the lay out period of
the factory.

Thorkme vou

You hiulls
‘f
3 o
Kt
Dateig|idree.
(Jeas: tor Nlimg)

Euwelt Nphee N
2 m/gat,mwﬁ s e



NG LU
Ve woskd bke to deo the apennen of stall & werkers of Kigply Industries L,
Long {sband unit o the VIHF message Noo TING2EMACTEY dated 27-11-01 of the
Drivisronal Foreer O e, Nl e Ardinnea, Fanpatswhieh s quited beleny -

U THE MANAGER AM.S KITPEY INDENTRIES, LONG 1£LAMD,
CINFQ : THE RANGE QFFICER, TONG ISLANTY. S
- FROM: DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER, MIDDLE ANDAMAN, RANT: .

ORIGINATOR'S NOUTINGTENMAT0Y DT, 27-11-01

- AS PER THE DIRFCTION OF HONOURARLE SUPREMIG COURT
DATED 23-11-91 IN L, 502 (STOP) YOU ARE DIRECTLED TO 8T10OpP
CONVERSION AN DISPOSAL OF NATURALLY GROWN TREES AND
ITS PRODUCT N YOURL UNIT WITH INMMUEDIATE ETFECT UNTIL
FURTHER ORDER (STQIY YOU ARE ALSO REQUESTED TQ FURNISH
THE DETAILE OF STOCIK OF BOUND LOGS, SAWN TIMBER, VENEER,
SEMI FINISHTED PRODICT. AND Fltdistl PRODUCTS UNDER YOUR
UNIT AS STOOD ON 271 1-01 (STOP) MATTER MAY BE TREATED AS
MOST URGENT (55 ).

Sdf

DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
MIDDLE ANDAMAN,
RANGAT.™

We would alsy fike o reproduce the contents of ie Supreme Couwrt order dated
23-11-200! - '

STOl further orders the Adminisuator, Andaman & Nicobar Isfands is directed to
ensute complinnee of thiz cowt s order daled t3-01-2001, namely, no naturally .
grown tree will be cnt by any ene aod no saw-mill, vencer or plywood factory
shall alilise any navally coown tees without futther osders trom this Cowt".

In view of above, neither the Fopesy Uepariment will supply the natural]y grown
trecs nor our null cnn utiiise

civiunber HH Diiher ditections of the Supreme Cout.

C‘Olltd.la/ﬂ



dnder the cirqmnstaw:e:s, there is g alternative Jefl with the NManagemen excep {u
Suspend the opecation of this unit. Accordingly, the operation of the factory |,
Ritply Industries Limifed, Long Island unit, Middle Andamian, wilf be. suspendud
from the conmmencenitng of |y shifi of LOth December, 2001 tintif furthey dil'et.‘.lion
ftom the Hon'ble Suprenye Cowt. As the cUSpensivn af aperatinn is beyond contrg]
ul thie Hanagement the prineiple of ‘no work o pay’ il apply.

'E"J}e_égscrriiaxi oflice swan; SeCurity Griagda workers of essenga) SErvices whose
names il Separatcly appear on e hotice Board will be dutside the puryiew of this
suspension order,

M
i

For KITPLY INDUSTR 1S LTD
(LONG ISLAND)

Dated: 08- 12000

et The Principal Chie Conservalor of Purests, Port Blyir
LCec: to: The Divisional Forewy Ofilcers, Rangal,
Celto: The Asst Labuue Conmmissioner, Raunpat,
—cito: The Labour Commissioner, 4 & N lslands. Payt Blair,
e tor The S B £, Long lslang.
e to: The Seeretary. | abons Bept, Por Blair,
et Superintendent of Police, Lapgdsiand.
Acitor All Unigs,

1
|

(//],\,LJ/ ~.l:r“\f\_ ("'f&f :\ i L\\li\i‘\-\_ “1'5 H “:-, ‘-.‘ -' . fo ;‘ R : bt 7\,7 {’/ L' R i"\:} AT '



To,
The Hon’ble Commissioner,
To report on the state of Forest and Allied matter.

Hon’ble Sir,

With profound regard we wish draw your kind attention that, we have settled in
this island under colonization scheme in the year 1954.The Government of India has
allotted us 5 acres of Paddy land and 5 acres of Hilly land.

The Forest Departmznt extracted all suitable trees from the allotted hilly lands.

Some of the settlers have done horticulture on hilly land and some of them could
not done it for which various types of trees grown up on the hilly lands.

Few settlers have extracted the trees and sold it. But due to interim order of the
honorable justice of Supreme Court the extraction of trees from the allotted hilly lands
has stopped.

So we the settlers in a large number cannot extract the same and cannot make
horticuliure.

So, we pray to your highness to kind enough to us and arrange to facilitate us to
get necessary permission to extract and sale the trees from our hilly lands and to get all
kinds of Forest products for our domestic use in normal course.

Your kind consideration will be heavenly bless to us.

With regard Sir,
Your Sincerely Settlers

Pkf&ﬁu - {halecd Loty n.
Bipwer Baldomcaia;
Dated: 18% December 2001 .
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Te .~
Prei. Shekhar Singh,
Faculty ef Indian Institute ef Public Administratien,
New Delhi, :

broriegourl.

( Camp at Harinagar )

Subs~ Review en the ban impesed en the felling ef naturally

Sir,

grewn trees = regd;

We like te preduce the iellewing befere yeu ror the

review and recensideratien er 'Ban impesed en ielling ei
naturally grewn treest,

1)

3)

4)

Censervatien eof Ferest and Envirenment is the judicieus
expleitation ef ferest reseurces and it!s regeneratien,
It is net that ban en felliing will serve the purpese
and the tree feliing ef tne trees will net serve tne

purpese alse,

disecasd
If the matured trees, dead dejinge and meribund trees

are net remeved, these trees wili be perisned and it
willi net ade anytning te the envirenment, but wiil
deterierate the envirenement and hygine ef the rest
trees will aise deterierate by spreading deases and
tne natien wili leese a huge ameunt ef revenue, side
by side, the lecal peeple of the area wili be deprived
of getting their day te day requirement ef Miner Ferest
Preduces as well as timber preduct,

Iz the ban en feliing ef trees is centinued, then the
liveiiheed ei tne peeple dependent en manuiacturing er
wegeen preduct, wili be badly erfected and even they
wili ge en starving, and alse develiesmental werks will
be hampered, rather stepped te a greater extent, Hence,
Judiclious relling ei1 trees may pe aliewea,

Mest ei The peepi= o1 tne Ancaman ana Nicever Islands,
are displaced persens/refugees frem East Pakistan
(new Rangladesh), Kerala and irem varieus states e:
India, settled under Celenisatien/Rehabilitatien ans
Ex-serviceman settlement scneme, are ecenomically
backward, They are net able te construct tneir houses
witn cement cencrete, out they {otédly depend upen

,-”-7“—5'
Cﬁntdgocsoooocoz/“’ .n!:]'



5)

6)

7)

8)

M.F.P. in erder te censtruct their nutments/dwellings,
se, the judicieus expleitatien ef M,F.P. may be
allewed and supplied te these dewntreaden peeple as it
was pre#ailing precedure te supply M.F.P. en iree ei
reyalty/iree o1 cest.

Impositien ef ban en naturally grewn trees will net
serve the purpese rather te protect the ferest like
spen treasure, but we have te pretect the iferest by
heart and seui, In erder te de this thing, Indian
Ferest Act 1927 required te be reviewed and stringent
ciauses are required te be inserted, Tnis wiil prevent
encroacnment upon Terest land, indiscriminate felling
of trees and forest produces thereby censervation er
envirenment is deneg The encroachers are destreying
the forest wealth werth of Crores of rupees in erder ¢
to preduce neminal agricultural preduct werth ef very
less cesti, This is the less of tne natienal and
ewindle of GDp.

Tne teorest wealtn ef Andaman and Nicober Islands is

stelen by tne people of neignbouring countries like

Mainmar, Thailand, but these ceuid net be prevented,
ratner can't be prevented withput the preper infra-

structure previded to the Forest Department wiin man
and materials teo combat with tnis ménace and thereby
saving the national weaith Irom being stelen by the

Iereighners,

The feiiing in tribal area is tetally stepped as the
trival area is zlready notiriedy Tribals are in seme
pertion or Midale and Soutn Andamans, Little Ani amans,
ard some portion or Niceber Islands,

In erder Te pretect Forest and rFerest land the lawyer
is requireea to ve appointed te deal witn the iarest
cases vooked oy the Forest Qificials as the Ferest
eificials can not daeal witn these cases Juaicially,
as they are not iully aware of the law, This wilt
bring these oifenders behind the bars and thereby
aisceurage the afiinity of doing erfence, The lawyer
should bte provided eitner by the Administration or
by the Forest Department,

Contﬁoooooogoc3/-



We, therefore, request yeur geedself that you will
be kind eanough to put Lorth the heart 1elt prayer of the
public eI these area te the Honourable Supreme Court, seo
that the Henfble Ceurt will appreciate and underst@sd the
hardship er the peeple and will pass favourahle order,

Thanking yeu sir,

Yours faithiuldiy

(The people of Harinagar, Swadeshnager,
Basanti pur, and Shivapuram)
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7 22040
Phone : {#3192) £ ;

73175 -84269184313+R)
Fax : 03192 .68
q

VANVIKAS EMPLOYEES' ASSOCIATION

{ The only representing bedy of the Employees of A & N islands F.P. D. C. Ltd.)

(Affiliated to the Andaman & Nicobar Employees Federation.
Gandhi Bhavan, Port Blair)

- Telegram : VANEM

R | pate.. 19:12 -2c01
To :

The Commissischer to report on the
state of forest & alicd matter,
Campd - Mayabunder.

Sir,

oa behalf of the Vanvikas Employces Association of Andanan
=nd Hicobar Islands Forest & Plantation Development Corporation
Limitedv'We are to subnit the followilg facts for your kisd
consideratiche.

O the reccormendatior of the Hatiohal commisSionr os Agriculture,
on it34s report in 1976, the Forest Development Cerporatioss were
established isn many states with the aim te convert low productive
nixod forests into high yielding mas madc forest with commercial
plantation, In these Islands the Forest & Plentetion Development
Corporatior wns establiched in 1977, with nctivities at Little
Andaman and in 1979 at Morth Andrmnn with an obJjective of intensive
nanagenent of the Tropical Forests in Scientific way in the

in=accessible areas for the sustaired utilizatiom of the forest
respurces by the syStem popularly known as tandamanr Cearopy Lifting

Shelterwood Systea! without going for clear felling of forests,

In Andaman, the forests cover ic still 86% of Geographicnal
arca, It is much higher thas the forest cover anywhere in Irdis,
One may urge that a3 per the Geographical locntion and the Topospishy
of thesec Islands, we should precerve the forect ns it ic

o

te maintain
a well balraced cco-system, otherwise it may cffect rdversely the

atmosphere of the Islands. Dutv it docs not hold good, if one kaows

the system in which the Andnmag forests arc being worked,

9‘020 =0

P B-HUHT BAY — ANDAMANS 744207 '
PPANCHES AT+ PRRF-BLAR, MAYASUNDER AND KATOAL- )
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_ We work in- thc fereutu with well knowa ystem

'6f "Andnman Cﬂiooy Lifting- Shelter Wood System‘ WInt
this system we sre’ orly erumeratlng the matured ana mvcr
matured trees for felling and that too for the purpauc
to creqte healthy atmosphere. for the 7rowth of ysupg
regeueruulan.éeiiiﬁg . The injuries, we are causirg to
the. forests, at the time of our working, ic made good
by added regencration of gop filling/casuality bgating
etc, alongwith aided liotursl Regefieration. The combi-
patior of the species remain unaltered and aiter few ycars
of Matural rcgemeration, the different storcys of the
forest cover remnifs to that of Hatursl forests, besides
the improvement in the hygenic conditior of the Thrests,
Qur working intericrence has lceast cffect ever on the
plant succesSion towards cdaphic or climatic climax of
the forests. The 1lora and founn iacluding micro
organisn both in land mnd on the sca may sot get
disturbed, which, in fact positive effect of the ecoe
System of the Islands, Though, it is only » hypethatical
observation, there is no any cestablished fact en the
basis of the scicntific rescarch specificnlly on the
bio-diversity differences in the regions of worked

irstor nlin unworked forests in Andmmnan, Besides ome may
nagree that certain level of biolsgical Adversity is
irvitnble for providing materinl bacis to the survival
of human life, . ' ‘

Hence the exiractioa of timber by the Andrnnn
and Hicobar ~slands Forest nnd Plantatios Develoupment
Corporntion Limited in the lenscd out aren has no Gaiy
adversce imprnet on the ccology/environment of thesc
iglonds,

By the way of deing the extractios of timber im
the zystem ac explained in the foregoing paras the

corporation also contributing to the nationnl ox-
chequer and feeding the d=ily bread for the survivel
of its two thousand nnd odd employces asd their

fanily nmemberse.

...‘5.09
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_ Hence we are still confidént that there
~is ne nlarming situation to the forest of Andamam
to think twice for reviving the system of timber
harvesting., Despite of these facts if there is
any unfortuﬁéte decision ir the Hon'ble Suprcene
Court for the ex*rrmctioa ef timber, thids Acccoiation -
would like request you to emphazise to fird a place
in the report for giving alterantive employment to
all the cmployeca of thic organisntior or mottory

&a-

packnge in torms of compenscation,

Yours faithiully,

Qlw,eﬂ”

. —
/%yEHE SECRETARY



1-1*/GP/R/GEN/2001-02/ 15”7 O
OFFICE OF TEE GRAM PANCHALVYAT
EMHMFUR, MAYABUNDER.

Lycknow, dateq: 18/12/2001«

Te,

tne' oMM L OSteA
?Wgﬁg“ek&z€\ Stinav Camy

combed ot Mavqabuudey *

gir/Madam,

With due respect T would like ¢o draw your kind attention regarding
the proklems arrised in the aftermath of the recent upreme cowrt
Cecesion. Accerding tb the Supreme court erder the felling ef any
naturally grown flora is totally banned.Thouch the decesion may be a
boon te our ecologicai stability vet gave birth te some %r§ve rroklems
which the local public are facing now a days. ‘hey include

le Due to this order even there is serieus unavalibility cof timber even
for the coffin of deac bodies,

2. Most ef the pecple are solely dependent on the MFP's such 23 bamboos
and csnes for their huts and fencing but even this Poor man's cold
is noy provided in the wike of thic order,

3. The situatien is really got worsen for the farmers who desperately
neeC Jindabaklies and bamboos for their fencing,

4. Most of the people are poor and they really cen't afford for the
Costly LPG and Kerosene and hence they depend orn firewood for their
Cocking for livelihood. ®utthe recent order made their livelihong
in gr4t treuble,

2+ Eooq,Clothing and Sheiter are the basic needs of any human being.rut
{helter won't be censtructed by the poor people recause of this
"cursing erder,

€. It also affected many fisherman who depend on timber for the makKing
dug out d¢hinghi for fishing,

7. It alse affected the economy of innumnesable Karen community who
make their living by the collecfipn and selling of sea cshells &nd
se& cucurmber,

Hence it 1s %indly requested that you may kindly loek inte this
cgenuine matters :ng kindly recconend for the revoke of the recent
~upreme court Cecesion .

Therkinyou,

SR
Teta ?AN
B nt
GRA\{}?‘“QE HAYAT o
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REPRESENTAi ION_BEFORE P PROF. _SHEKHER SINGH COMMI SSION,

AT MAYAB UND IR,

*”Wé the Pradhans of Panchayat Mayabunder area wish to
i rEpreseqt followlqg T- -

1% Commercial woods logs are ext ract ed regularly but - -public
' at Mayabunder are not provided for cheir urgent house
. repairs cecce Whatever logs have been extracted it is
e-:ough for the public for next 10 years, but public is
not issued timber r.hough logs are kept aside and it is
exporteds + @an be seen at vaious depo of Forest Depart=
meat even if scme Hiandu persoh dt es, for the funeral no

timber iz provided.

7, There are various 'wood based industries ia Andawmans if
timber will be provided properly. unanployed youths of
A & N Islands will get enployment otherwise. Unenploy=
ment will increase and youth will iavolve themselves in
various illegal activities due to lack of enploymente

3. As you are aware most of the residents use leans bamber
and timber for the cons truction of theirr house in this
tnrrlfory. presently Forest Department has stopped it,
due to which podr villagers and settlers are unable to

co':struct/repalr thelr houeeb as you know rai ny 56350'1
is approachiag hence their life during rainy se€asons will
be miserable.

4, It is requested that commercial Timber export to Maialaad
rust be stopped and Quota may e fixed for Islands people.
and wood based large & gmall scale industries.

. Forest produce (Wood, logs) may be provided at Forest Dipo's
{rRange Office) for the use of Villagers/General puablic for-

thelr petiy UuSESe

6« 1Illegal expo ~/Theft must be checked recently. Timber/log
worth of Rse 150000 - has been caught hence this type€ of
theft chould be checked properlye '

We are hopeful that a sympachetic coasideration
will be given to the points raised in this representation
to help the poor villzoes & settlers of thisg union terrsitory

Yours faithfully,

o
Gt ¥ 7 "
= ﬁ!f oh A ﬁ{ .
4 Pradhan NS e

- o
-
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aB>: 25D3 (Res.)

ANDAMAN WOOD-LINK PRODUCTS INDUSTRY

Date.}8212:2001.
To
The Commissioner,
Enquiry Commission on Forestis,
Camp-Mayabunder.

Sub:-Ban on utilization of logs :Regd=-

Sir,

We are functioning as a registered small scale wood based
industry for the last 16 years and would like to draw your
kind attention on the following noteworthy facts:-

~That sir,the forest authorities have imposed a complete
ban on the running of the unit following order from the
Hont!ble Supreme Court not to utilize any natural grown trees.

-=While the study is underway through your good office for
reports and compilation of facts on the enquired subject,we
pray to your good office to help ease the prevailing undesi-
rable condition arising ou¥ of restriction not to use even
the extracted logs by recommending for the uses of these
natural scarce resources(unsold/sold logs by authorities).

~That sir,these already cut logs will loose its commercial
value on 2 time scale and will have no impact on the future
reference to any mode of forestry operation,It will be an
enormous loss to the industry as well as to the exchequer if
these harvested logs are allowed for furtherdeterioration.

~That sir, it is zn irony of facts that those quantity of
logs shipped to mainland prior to enforcement of order could
be lying in the premises of the industrialist for ;gﬁtime use
as the bzn order is imposed for the islands only.This implies
that the logs purchsed by the loczl industiries around the
same period is under restriction(left over logs)but a unit

far away at mainland is free to utilize rdsources extracted

{Office) Oopr Jany o icouus
To syt v Ba
Celiag

wro Hojendre Prasad Road, Por- Bigir, Andamane - 744104

So- LucKIow, Meyabunder, mravth Andaman - 744 204
s

Cﬂwlﬂ— A @



73536/ 40
& BF03 (Res.)

ANDAMAN WOOD-LINK PRODUCTS INDUSTRY

- Datl,.eeirinsiiiroerinaninase
from these islands(left over logs).Therefore thk grievances
brought to your kind notice should be addressed immediatelye.

~We would like to place om record that all these years the local
wood based industries were surviving based on annual quota to
each unit though on a very ziﬁmmvdcnaﬁy note.,Further this
quota system is dispensedwith from this financial year on
the ground that enough raw material is available following
closure of 2 major plywood jpdustries.This is a short sighted
policy and need to be adressed once again for a better future
policy.To avoid confusion and disorder in the supply system
i1t is better to implement old system of gquota as otherwise
the entire system is wvulnerable for exploitation.On a uniform
policy each ssi unit should be assured of a economically
workable quota of say 1000 cbm/year and the surplus quantity
if any should be left for the discretion of the authorities
for its mode of disposal.This system if implemented properly
should be effective for local industries as well as for the
forestry operation.

Weappeal to your good office to kindly examine the representation
on its merits. |

thanking you,

yours faithfully,

(Kadwa.Ae¥.)
proprietor.

{Office) Opp: Jamms | legun “y. Dajendra Prasad Poad, PortBizir

smens - 744104

daman - 744 204

Fagiur T UGHTIOW, Mavabunder, Preeciis &



Ho.28/KGP/NA/FD/2001 [0
OFFIGE OF THE

NABAGRAM GRAM PANCHAYAT

DIGLIPUR ¥ North Andaman-744 202

Ref Mo Date.:1..1942.2020010 ...

To

Prof. Shekhar Singh (Commissionerl),
Indian Imstitute of Public Administration,
Few Delhi (Camp at Biglipur.

KAQ, C/f '\53?

Hon'ble Sir,

It is drew to your kind citention towards
the followirng pointe for the benefii of people belong-
ing to this Islands

7. It may be pernitted to use the neturel growth vis
t s Ffor various develcpmenial woerss.

Pe Thi s to request nou jfor reguu nation of the
2 J
pal ce of providing 15 cumn. of firber Jree of

+3
- o
royalty to the Settlers.

J. 4 filling pass which wae in prociice for neede to
be revived ggain.
4o Timber wey be issued to our Islalders acozinst

paynen®t of royalty.
Ye will be highly oblijed and grarveful to
you Jopr ta:ing in account o the aforcsaid rointe.

Thanlking you Sir,

Soups folihiully,

TananT /:"7"‘ LL“ lgNab‘agr‘am o g "
o G Panché

v flie e

b
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© 31004
Fax :03192 - 33161

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS
SUPPLY LINE # . PORT BLAIR - 744 101

----------------------------

To

Professor Sekhar Singh (Commissioner),
Indian Institute of Public Administration,
E?w Delhi.

(Camp at Diglipur)

Sub :— Submission of Memorandum - r e ga rdin g.

Sir,

First of all you are hecartiest welcome to visit this
Islands and also happy for got an opportunity to say or keep
the following genuine demands before youx for favour of your
kind information and immediate solution fnr the inhabitant
of these Islanders.

1, That sie, extraction of timber by the Forest Deptt. to
be stopned immediately because in near future it will create a

great problem for this Islanders and also adversely eifect the
ecology and environment of this Islands.2lso the sxport of timber
to mainladd tn be stopred. It will help to genexal nublic for
their demands of fulfilment of sawn timber for their domestic

use like construction of house etc, The general public are

not gettingféd fuel wood for their domestic use. Forest Deptg,

may be asked tm oven a fuel wcod denot so that nublic can
nurchase the same on payment of usual royalty and alsothe
general public will not be inveolved for illegal collection of
the same, It is also added that huge logs are kept here and
there by the Forest Depott. and the same are completely dete-
riorated whereas seitlers are not getting timber whenever

they required. The »,F.P. like raw cane, pampoo, leaves etc.
may also be mermitted to issus to the general public as well
as Jlocal cane furniture nart for their livehcod and domestic
purnose, Frorest Dentt. may xkindly be issued necessary instruc-
tion.

2. That sir, Forest Deptt. may be sugjested to plant
naturally grown trees like Gurjan, Pyinma etc. instead of Ticl
plantation as the Tick plantation in A & i Islands is coumple-
tely faillure.

3. Thatsir, settlers of these Islands have been allotted Hilly
land as well as House site. But still many of them could not

muliivate fheir land due to non clearance of the trees standing
in their allotted land.

Contd- L3R N P/2
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Hence, the Forest Deptt., may kindly be asked to take the
loas from their allotted hilly land on payment of usual
royalty to the settlers so that the inhabitent of this
" Islands can cultivate their hilly land as well as able

to construct the house onver the House site.

4, That sir, Forest Bamiiy Plantation and Develonment
Cornoration Ltd. (PPDC) are alsc under taken the extrac-
tion work from Forest Dentt. on lease basis but toney are
not maintaining certein rules and regulation of Central
Gevt. under Forest Ceonservation Act. They are cutting
naturally grown trees and also damaging plants etc,
ilence, it is suggested that FPDC may be included with
forest Deptt. so that maximun effort can be made to
prevent destroy of Forest in thess fslands.

5. T That isr, some private saw mills are functioning
in these islands and most of them are idle due to want
of timber, Hnece, it is suggested that they mAay kindly
be permitted to operate their mil) in continue so that
general pupblic as well as setitlers of these flands can

get more facilities,.

6o That sir, many peopole of these islands have

encroached forest/revenue lands but not yet their encroached
land is rTegularised and still the eviction is going on
though they have encroached the land before 20-30 yeazxs

back. . This issue may also be looked into.

It is therefore redquested that necessary action
to solve the above issues may kindly be taken at
your easliest convenience please.

¥ix

An early action and soluticen of the above issues
are nighly appreciated.

Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

2!



Phone:72248

B mi _n 'glipur 4,;9“ - 44202

T s

%-qn Fon . 55

Ref. No, SGP/SG/29/2G°1/ 12,12.2001,
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Memorandum.

Submitted before Pofessor Shekhar Singh Commissioner /
representative of Hon’ble Supreme court on his visit at Diglipur on
19" Dec. 2001 .



Memorandum.

On Behalf of the people of entire North Andaman T got the opportunity to convey

our heartiest thanks on your auspicious visit to this isolated corer of this Islands to
gather important report on the Ecology and Forest of Andaman & Nicober Islands.

Since there is a proposal to adopt restriction and ban on collection of timber logs

and minor forest product from the entire Andaman & Nicobar Islands on the direction of
the Hon’ble supreme court.

1y

2)

3)

4)

3)

On behave of the inhabitant of this locality I have the honour to put forth that

Before imposing complete ban on collection of wood / logs from the Islands the
interest of thousands uncounted workers may also be kept in mind and the wood
based injustice now in active condition be also offer a opportunity to reduce their
production phase wise but not at a sudden. First of all their (Organization )
capacity be assessed in respect of their periodical production and by imposing
restriction they may permitted and allowed to extract the matured timber only
from the forest / Jungle.

Restriction upon export of round logs including semi-finished articles /wood
product be adopted to restrict the quantity of periodical collection of round logs
/timber.

Complete restriction and strict vigil against the illegal coliection of timber be
adopted to the foreign poachers and encroacher but such action shouid not
imposed upon the legal consumers particularly original tenant / settlers of this
locality.

The residence those settled under various colonization as well as rehabilitation.
schemes should be left out off any restriction and land already allotted in their
favour should be kept separately bringing prohibited area of any kind of collection
in respect of forest product.

The Land holders having 10 to 5 acres of agricultural land should be apprised for
the cultivation of forest products particularly timber, cane, bamboos ete. For the
VEry purposc awarencss among the common people be grown up and the

Expenditure required be subsidized to built a sound forestry even in the allotted
agricultural land too.

L./
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6) The provision to allow 12.5 Tons of timber to the settler for the building of their
house as was under the Agreement while settling the families be reintroduce
considering the Andaman & Nicobar Isalnds fallen under within earth quake
Zone,

7) Ban should not imposed while caring out the public works like providing water

reservoir, pipe line, electric line and connecting roads required to link the pocket
to pocket residential area.

Finally on behalf of common people of this locality 1 shall suggest to mmpose
complete ban on illegal collection but in the same 'in¢ it 15 most appreciabie one to
keep aside the settlement area and private land out of any restriction or ban.

RN

(Sushil Mondal)
Pramukh
Panchayat Samiti, Diglipur

w
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ALL INDIA KISAN SAVA

DIGLIPUR ZONAL COMMITTEE
DIGLIPUR, NORTH ANDAMAN PIN 744202

Betg. . ..

Ref, No..oicevnnienenn

To
The Commissioner,
Fcology & Forest
Andamcn &¥icober Islend.
Camp =t Dglipur,

SIE,

On behzlf of =211 Tndie ishon Sabhe, Secretory, Dis TLULF
Zonzl Committze T 1ike to plecing befores you soms bur
Problems eftar Pzin on Cutting of trees in J/rndsmon &
Islands , amposed by Superime C ourt as below .

1. Ben srhould be exempted these Inslands.

The inhebitonts of Andamsn are very poor Mainly they deponds

on forest in verious respects, Such as house hold metericis,

Cene, EBembcos, Lesfg Woods sre very essentizl” FTor them,.

~;re wood = vhich ig the next eshvntlal for the poor pszcple
efore Ban by supsrime Court, people getiing fe‘llnn pese snd

_Ojaltles from forust department eccording to their need.our

reguest indly be Considered these metter. find help twvie poors.
2 Beins Sfgsmic Zone =6, :

/ndeamen ens “Heobs r Telsnd fell In seismic Zone Construction
of RCC structure cen not be enceoudsed. On the other hond
cnly 1% of Dzople of amin O cobzr Islends can «ble To

ConstWLc_ 2 POC snd e totally depond o Jorest

7t . . N ! = - :
or ivelircod, So I 11 it be excmﬁtﬁc on this counte
5 Setllicrs Denri I
The Setlilars tc this longd under Colonis:ti
—on schenz = e lend STt 1

citer 45
to 'Ben't
““V“ﬂu’
uJ def

.forest:

1 sho
locordiss setllers wilil - =lott=4 12.5 tous
woods ( constructlion cf Ttheir devling houss
free of will be re-sloitted tTo repsicring
Surpose : tuient not slotting = single
viece ol rs due To'Bant.



ALL INDIA KISAN SAVA

° DIGLIPUR ZOXNAL COMMITTEE
DIGLIPUR, NORTH ANDAMAN PIN 744202

Ref, Noovesrarvnssvnns 1P 7 TR

s

My earnest.request kindly be solved the burning problems
end save the poor opeople of Andaman & Nicobar Island end mki
obliged.,

Thanking You,

Teted : Yours foithfully

(Secretary )
£31 Tndia Kishen Sabha

Diglipur Hone.
North #nhdamen.

219



Ms. Radha Krishna Furniture Bhander (Regd. No. 510100666, S$.8.1)
. Diglipur, North Andaman-744202 ’

Prop: Sree Charan Kumar Biswas

19.Dec.2001

The Supreme Court Commission

Prof. Shekar Singh

Indian Institute of Public Admiristration
New Delhi.

Sub: Appraise of the impact of the ban on trees felling imposed by the Honourable
Supreme Court and the crisis of wood experienced by $.S.1 units in Andaman & Micobar

Islands.
Sir

It is highly appreciated the steps taken by the Honourable Supreme Court in the direction
of a total ban on felling any sort of trees in A & N Islands which appeared in ‘The
Telegraph® dated 11,0¢t2001. Today, it has become a global concern about the
deforestation due to the fact that the vegetation on earth was to the verge of complete
exploitation in recent times. The flora and fauna of A & N Istands was best known for its
natural habitation till eightees. But now, the wild lives of these beautiful Islands have
been threatened due to excessive deforestation specially by the concerned departments
which we condemn and are perturbed to find the wild lives in sorrowful and grave
danger. Besides, there are thousands of logs lying in creeks, jungles and wastelands and
which are getting disposed of due to the mis-mnanagemer t and no-uniformities in fetling
down the rees by the concern deﬁartments_ Because of the slackness and myopic attitude
of the A & N Administration poachers and intruders have been encouraged. It has been
observed that a large number of Thais and Myanmares (Burmese) intrude into the remote

forests and smuggle Paduck Wood (extremely rare wood) and other marine products like

-



shells, sea-leeches, corals, crocodiles and so on which cost crores of money and which in

turn causes ecological imbalances.

Andaman & Nicobar Islands is known to have the largest number Saw Mills in Asia
because of easy availability of wood. Ensured by this, the administration of A & N
Islands encouraged and financed (By the Financial Institution through government
schemes) the common people to set-up wooden based $.S.1 (Small Scale Industries) units
about three decades ago. In fact, this decision of administration was in the right direction
since it was fruitful in efiminating the un-employment in these marooned Istands to a
great extant. Resultingly, it had been a boost to the economy of a large number of
common people who directly and indirectly involved in this sector and became self-
dependent. But, unfortunately the Saw Mills in these Islands have been getting closed
gradually. Besides, the Paduck Wood, which is widely used for making furnitures and
household wooden items, 1s only available at Chattam government Saw Mill, Port Blair.
Consequently, the $.S.1 units have been facing a number of problems. They have to -
collect the ‘Paduck’ exclusively from the government Saw Mill Port Blair which leads to
{ime consuming, costs extra transportation charges and other sorts of problems by the
Inter Islands $.S.I units owner. Given the circumstances, these units are at a position to
shutdown since they can no longer coup-up with the unprecedented situation arose with
the passage of time. The 8.5.1umts receive another deathblow with the inconsiderate and
whimsical decision taken by the Honourable Supreme Court recently though it was
appreciative and apt in other contexts. At this juncture the S.S.1 units in these Islands are

left with no other options than to become bankruptcy.

Hence, I would like to furnish few suggestion which I feel will be well heeded and taken
care of.

Tivery year a large number or trees are cut down and made logs But whal is most
iiportant is that the lops and toos, stumps etc. which in fact possess a substantial portion
of logs and can be of great use to these S.5.1 units are spared. The Paduck trees have a
flat type roots at the stumps which are sizeable enough to get them used. These ignored

products of the cut trees can serve the interests of both government as well as the .81
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units. These rejected products of the trees which may cost huge amounts are lying
uncollected can be used if the S.S.T units are allowed to garner these products with paying
a minimum and reasonable royalty to the department concerned. I suppose, this decision
if taken will certainly prove to be beneficial and deteriorating S.S.I’s will find ways to
revive which in turn will also demoralize and stop felling any fresh trees thereby

supporting and consolidating the decision taken by the Honourable Supreme Court.

A close scrutinize and considerable steps in the context cited above will be highly

solicited.

Thanking you
Yours faithfully

| an @8
P P KUMAR BISWAS)g gemitt < s
Rades gris lc, o \_,\-; -
AT UL L
AN R
for proor

M/s. Radha Krishna Furniture Bhander
Diglipur, North Andaman.

-Copy to:
1. The Principle Chief Conservator of Forest, A & N Administration.
2. The Director of Industries, Port Blair.
3. The Divisional Forest Officer, Diglipur, North Andaman.
4

The Industries Promotion Officer, Diglipur, North Andaman,

LR
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Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

STATE COMMITTEE, ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS
No.4, Shivtam Complex, Port Blair - 744 101, Andaman & Nicobar slands

BEFORE THE PROFESSOR SHEKHAR SINGH COMMISSION, THE
PETITIONERS DRAVIDA MUNNETRA KAZHAGAM STATE
COMMITTEE ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS, PORT BLAIR
SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING : -

In the wake of Homn'ble Supreme Court order regarding the ban imposed
on felling of naturally grown trees in 4 & N Islands, the feefings and impact
at large have been discussed in our forums and after much defiberation it was
decided that the consequences arising out of the ban will be placed before the
Commission. Accordingly, we submit that:-

1. Immediate ban on the felling of naturally grown trees in the A &L N
Istands lead to the common people in an embarrassing situation. The
main construction work_in_4 &l N Islands was earfier considered with
only wood and situation later gradually changed somewhat with the
introduction of Concrete, Hollow Block and Tempered Clay bricks.

2. The main emphasize for using the wooden structure was considered to
be the geographical and also the A el N Islands falls in the Seismic zone
- 6. The construction of RCC Structure was not encouraged leaving
wooden fouses whiclh exists in large numbers for which the resources
were available in plenty in the nearby areas. The A & N Islands through
it falls in the Seismic Zone — 6, 1t was frequently facing the earthquake
and the barren Island which is still considered as active volcano,
threatens the mind of gemeral mass to construct RCC permanent
structures as the poor people cannot afford much for constructive RCC
fhouses when anticipating thread to their property in the Seismic zone as
well as from the Volcano.

KA
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"‘ Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

STATE COMMITTEE, ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS
No.4, Shiviam Complex, Port Blair - 744 101, Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Considering the distance from mainland ports and communication
bottleneck, for transporting  building materials, it considered
comparatively more costlier than what is the local timber materials
available locally. Therefore, the general public who are not financially
sound to afford the cost on construction materials likg Cement, Steel etc
depends upon the timber based construction to fiave a shelter to five in
with the local available materials like tempered Clay bricks and timber.

In A & N Islands the forest cover was considered to be more than 85
%and the employment opportunity and lvelifiood were mainly based on
timber Industries during the pre — war and post — war period. The Gout.
Saw mifl at Chatham Island was considered one of the biggest Saw mill
in Asia and hundreds of employees were found their fivelifiood in this
factory. Thereafter in the private Sector there was wood based Industries
like WIMCO Match Factory, Andaman Timber Industries, Jayshree
Timber Products etc etc. thereto mainly the employees were found their
livelifiood and much Revenue was added to the Govt. in the form of
Revenue, royalties etc when the private factories closed down the
workers discharged from the factories were roaming for their fvefifiood
but they cannot find alternate employment in the absence of any other
Industries in A & N Islands.

The economic condition of the Island was based on the employment
opportunities available in the wood industries and the township in
different [ocalities came —up surrounding to the timber Industries. It
was gradually doomed due to closure of these Industries. Now the
employees discharged from these Industries and local artisans find their
livelihood through the furniture made from timber and cane and 1t is
marketed mainly within these Islands for the day to day use of people
fiving in these Islands. If a complete ban is imposed on felling of trees it

Q)

A




@ 03192-32988

N Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

STATE COMMITTEE, ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS
No.4, Shiviam Complex, Port Blair - 744 101, Andoman & Nicobar Islands

will open the market to the plastic furiture, whichi is considered as
thain threat to the environment,

6. Taking into the account of the population in A & N Islands and the
traditional system wood was considered as a material / fuel for
burning Ghat for crimination of dead bodies if a complete ban on
Selling of trees is imposed there will not be any alternative material /
Suel for crimination of dead bodies. In the cities and towns the
electrical crematorium is in practice but it cannot be an alternative Sfor
the A & N Islands due to its geographical condition as the inhabited
Islands are Scattered,

From the above fact it is evidently clear that the economy of A &L N
Islands is mainly based on wood and the employment opportunity of the
local citizens finds in the wood based industries including furniture marts.
The ban orders on felling of tress will not only a drawback to the aspiration
of poor masses to fiave a small shelter of their own but ever: the furniture for

their day to day use will also have a drastic effect. The A I N Islands being
a Seismic zone will also have an adverse effect.

Therefore we consider the ban orders imposed in felfing of trees should
be lifted to the extend possible by allowing the local infiabitants to use the
timber for construction of living houses, fousehiold furniture, fuel for
cooking food, fuel for burning ghat etc etc with specific condition that the
Forest Department and Forest Plantation development Corporation should

generate Plantation in the areas alternatively from where the Selling is
allowed / vacant fand,
\\E\ &t\‘ B A’W\{VV': -

LAY T -
AR, Maru thavanan, ; Cv/ f/ i
. Staﬁe Organi&‘f?’; i !
A N Islands.
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LIST CONGRESS PARTY

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS
Office: MB-163, Aberdeen Village, Near Netaji Club, Babu Lane, P. B. No.22, Port Biair - 744 101

Written Memoranda submitted by A & N Islands NCP to Professor Shri. Shekhar
Singh, Indian Institute of Public Administration, Ministry of Environment and
Forest Commissioner Govt. of India, with regard to the matter, that cutting of tress in
A & N Islands should be continued to be banned by supporting the views of the direction
of Hon’ble Supreme Court.

The NCP, A & N Islands under its President Smti. R.S.Uma Bharathy hereby
submits the views of the party, after extensively studied the matter with regard to the ban
on cutting of trees in A & N Islands as follows:-

1. That, as regard to the matter stated, by M.P. in his affidavit before the Hon’ble
Supreme Court at Delhi for reviewing its order of ban imposed on felling of
naturally grown trees in A & N Islands to the effect that these islands fall in
Seismic Zone 6 with the attraction of severe earthquake and as such, construction
of R.C.C structures cannot be encouraged leaving wooden houses which exists in
large numbers which needs repairs, the facts remain unchanged during last 20
years that this administration as well general public who have started their
construction of office building, residential building and public buildings by
developing construction of R.C.C. Structures without going into the timber
buildings are in vast progress. It is a matter of evidence in comparison that 99 %
of building which are existing in these islands including the buildings in the tribal
area at Car Nicobar and elsewhere, are found RCC structures in spite of the fact of
seismic zone no. 6 and no one is intcrested in constructing the building by using
timbers because of the non-withstandability and that of decaying nature.

2. That, moreover, the existing structare of timber buildings are row converted 1nto
RCC building from that of the timber structure so as 10 avoid heavy expenditure
on purchase of timbers. The RCC building once constructed are not attracted or
not required for immediate repairs. So, the tunber structurat buildings are not at

all coming up and as such, uses of timbers are not at all now a days there
completely.
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3. That it is suggested that the ban imposed by {ke Hon’ble Supreme Court may not
be required to be even reviewed so as to 1ift the ban to the extent as would be. In
this connection. It is a matter before us that there are matured frees on its own out
living conditions and those trees ‘are natyrally fallen down of its own throwing a
threat of getting rotten and decayed of its own without being properly managed to
collect those trees by the Forest Department. As a result of which, crores of
rupees is wasted by the Govt. If those trees are identified before those trees are
fallen down of its own and those frees are cut down for the use of the public
demands, there won’t be any shortage of timber to be met out by the public for the
nse of petty nature as because such trees abandanfly available. In such of
situation, there is no need for extraction of trees by felling down the trees in the
forest. As such, our party is very much against the idea of lifting the ban and we
strongly oppose for such action of lifting the ban.

4. That, it is a matter of unchecked affairs that illegal immigrants from Bangladesh
who have taken there unlawfull permanent residentship in these islands
particularly in North Andaman and also area, with in the South Andaman, have
started their business of timber furniture using the precious wood of Padauk,
during the last 10 to 15 years in a abnormal way beyond their requirements of
timbers. If is reported that the Padauk timber are illegally cut by the illegal
immigrants with the knowledge of the Forest Department and the timbers so
collected illegally are purchased and consumed by the illegal timber furniture
making persons thereby creating great loss to the Govt. exchequer. Unless the
unfound illegal way of cutting the trees is checked with iron hands it is unsafe for
the forest wealth, Apart from that, the foreign nationals from Myanmar and
Thailands are very frequently entering into our interior forest anid cutting the trees
with modemn technology and making their den so as to flee away from the
identified place to which Forest Department have no vigil over the poachers,
despite deploying forest guards and security by the coast guards.

5. It is also a matter of advantage enjoyed by the peoples of A & N Islands on the
ban imposed for cutting of trees and obviously noticed that the rainfall during the
year end of December 2001 was very much regular without any break, starting
from the usual monsoon during May 2001 and there is no scarcity of water for
human consumption. It is hoped and trusted that the ecological changes which
occured resulting non-stop rainfall till now, goes to show that the changes are due
fo not cutting the trees and extraction of timbers from the forest in large scale on
the total ban of cutting the trees by the direction of the Hon’ble Supreme Court.
As such, lifting the ban of cutiing the trees from A & N Forest is not is to be
reviewed and the ban should continue.

Cont :3:
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6. That as regard to the order imposing ban on use of bamboo and cane which are
basic components for construction of houses for the poor people and they cannot
be compelled to construct R.C:C. house in the seismic zone, it is a matter to be
verified that as to whether poor people are living in these Island or not. It is
reported to have been made known that no one living in these Islands are
considered fo be below poverty level and as such, the construction of houses are
now started by construction of semi pucca R.C.C., avoiding the timber structure
houses with the only aim and objects that there will not be further investment in
future for atleast 20-30 years when such timber- less construction of houses are
made by using pucca R.C.C. houses. As such, cutting of bamboos and canes can
be kept under tight ban without reviewing it for the purpose of exporting. But
relaxation can be made to the local user of Bamboo and cane, to the extent
possible for the domestic use. If is also very clear that, the MLP. who filed an
affidavit to consider the lift of ban imposed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court goes
to show that the lifting of ban will definitely favour the illegal immigrations
dealing with the timber furniture’s in large instead of helping the poor residence
of this place who are not interested in raising their construction of houses by
timber. Further more, it can be very well witnessed in the construction of
buildings in the area of municipal where 100% bailding constructions are coming
up by making R.C.C. structure even the old structural buildings are converted
into R C.C. In reality, if the ban is lifted on the basis of affidavit filed by the M.P,,
it will be an unchecked benefits go in favour of not only to the illegal imnyigrants
of Bangladesh doing the timber furniture business but also an avenne will be
created and opencd to the illegal traders cutting the trees in the forests in an un
checked way by felling the trees as done in the past.

7. It is a matter of danger ahead that the national wealth of forest particularly in
A&N Islands will face the great setback and get doomed if the imposed ban

on cutting of trees in A&N Islands by the order of Hon’ble Supreme Court is
removed or even, if the relaxation is considered.

8. That, it is the submission of NCP of A&N Islands that this written memorandum

may please be taken on record and as if the NCP A&N Islands has filed
counter affidavit to that of what has been filed by the M.P.

Cont :4:
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9. That, in view of the fact, NCP A&N Islands could not favour and recommend that
the ban on cutting of trees once imposed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court can be
reviewed on the affidavit filed by the M.P. In fact, the M.P. who has filed an
affidavit before the Supreme Court goes to show that the M.P. has filed an
affidavit with the vested interest that those illegal immigrants from Bangladesh
doing the business of timber furniture would be only benefitted by relaxation or
reviewing of the ban imposed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court.

In view of the matter, it is submitted in the interest of the
forest wealth of A&N Islands and that of the Nation as a whole that the ban
imposed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court should be continued and there is no
Jjustification lies with administration or with the general public that the ban can be

lifted or relaxed.
With regards
Yoms%
SwT» R S«UMA BHARATRHY:
President:
Copy 10: NATIONALIST CONGRESS PARTY:
L. Shri. Sharad Pawar Y Isﬁ gHrEJ:l;:«Nc[JgMPLEX
HOI'}’bIe Mem.ber of Parliament, ! OUANPURA, P/BLAIR - 744 i01
National Pr.esuient NCP For kind information
New Delhi. and mnecessary action to
2. Shri T.R,BA_I_.U kindly take up the matter
1\H/Ic;njbl": M?lé::}er‘ For >. at the level of executive
nistery of Environment meeting  of  Central
and forests New Delhi. Minister, please.
A
3. Editor India Today 3 With the request to
‘ publish the matter in
Chennat. Magazine / Media.
please.
y




COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA,

E"‘%g 2 ﬂnc!amaﬂ lg %100551‘ ngﬂie @ﬂunc;l

OFFICE : Phonlx Bay, Near Powar House
Port Blalr, Andaman « 744101

Stale csec_reéurq : T.Vasanda p.a. L.LB \

Ret + CBY] 4=5/2001 Da1,20/12(2001.

, ?
T,_Si!?;bsnekar Singh,
*:.n Commissioner,
Port Blsir, Camp.

I am to inform you that I am the State Secretayy of C.P.I. and I am
the legal adviser of "Kitply Non Political Union", At present this
company is closed due to the order passed by the Hon'ble Supereme
court. In the kitply company total 240 persons were working and now
these 1000 of family are facing strav:mg problems, because the
management they have noﬁ paid Bonus whg;.e.ver retried from this company.
S$til1l there all due aze pending with menagement, And the management
all in suddentl: they have step payment . The management did no" paid
any compensatlon amount also,

It is, therefore, I reguest you to kindly pass necessary
report to this effect to the authority concern in the interast of
jhstice and equity, '

Yours faithfully,

T

- Port Blair, State Seceretary,

g P, I, A&KN Islands,
Copy tos

1) The Editor, All Badiwm India Redlo, (AIR), Port Blair,
2) To All Losal News Papers for informamtion.

»
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