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Preamble 
 

In 1990, the planning commission of India decided to set up a separate division to 

handle matters relating to the environment, forests, and wildlife. Till then, 

matters relating to the environment were being handled by the science and 

technology division, and matters related to forests and wildlife by the agriculture 

division, of the planning commission. This division of work was in conformity with 

the practice being historically followed by the Government of India, wherein till 

1980, when a separate department of environment was created, environmental 

matters were handled by the department of science and technology. Similarly, till 

the formation of a separate ministry of environment and forests, in 1985, forest 

and wildlife matters were being handled by the ministry of agriculture.  

In 1990, I was invited to join the planning commission as an advisor and 

specifically to set up and head the environment and forests (E&F) division. Apart 

from performing the usual function of assessing and approving financial 

allocations and investments in the E&F sector, both for the central and state 

governments, the new E&F division was also given an oversight function to be 

involved in the assessment of investments and projects in all sectors that could 

have a potential impact on the natural environment.  

As the planning commission had started the process of formulating the 8th five 

year plan, soon after I joined I was tasked to formulate the approach that 

embodied the heightened focus of the commission on the environment and forest 

sector. This approach paper was the outcome, and was formulated in consultation 

with Rajni Kothari, who was the member for environment and forests.  

Unfortunately, the incumbent national government, and along with it the 

incumbent planning commission, resigned in November, 1990, and this draft 

chapter, though finalised internally, never saw the light of day.  

 

 

Shekhar Singh 

January 2021 

 





Shekhars new Lenovo
Typewritten Text

Shekhars new Lenovo
Typewritten Text













































































Shekhars new Lenovo
Typewritten Text
   the process of decision making, through committees and public 

Shekhars new Lenovo
Typewritten Text

Shekhars new Lenovo
Typewritten Text










	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_01
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_02
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_03
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_04
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_05
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_06
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_07
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_08
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_09
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_10
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_11
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_12
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_13
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_14
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_15
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_16
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_17
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_18
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_19
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_20
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_21
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_22
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_23
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_24
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_25
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_26
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_27
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_28
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_29
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_30
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_31
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_32
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_33
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_34
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_35
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_36
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_37
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_38
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_39
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_40
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_41
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_42
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_43
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_44
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_45
	APPROACH TO ENVIRRONMENT AND FORESTS ED_Page_46



