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Pre-farce 
 

These seventy odd cartoons have been selected and compiled from the 

twenty volume set of cartoons and funny stories and remarks, titled The 

New “Punch” Library.  

 The first thing that strikes the adult reader when she or he starts 

browsing through these volumes is that they have no date of publication, and 

apart from the occasional date either below a few of the cartoonist 

signature , or a date or two given after a quoted news-item or some such, the 

collection is mainly timeless, perhaps seeking to prove by example that 

humour, especially good humour, is timeless.  

 A careful scrutiny of all the dates that appear in different volumes 

reveals that perhaps the last year mentioned is  1935, thereby leading to the 

reasonable assumption that these volumes were published sometimes 

between 1935 and 1939. Why not after that.? Because in 1939 the Second 

World War started and it was unlikely that this magnificent set would have 

been produced during the war, and especially without cracking even a single 

joke about the Second World War. 

It also appears to be the first compilation of so many cartoons, on such 

varying topics (see the list of titles on page ii), or at least the first one to 

have  survived  till today. If you search the web you can still find occasional 

volumes for sale, over 90 years or so after it was published.   

 Of course, I myself did not come across these volumes as an adult reader. 

I was first introduced to them when I was about seven years old and started 

to live with my maternal grandmother (nani). Though my nani never had any 

formal education and could neither read nor write English, she had carefully 

and proudly and prominently displayed the whole Punch set in her room 

because it belonged to my grand father, who had died many   years back. My 

nani used to tell me how he used to sit thumbing through these volumes, 

chuckling and laughing to himself for hours. 

 I had also not yet learnt to read or write  in either English or Hindi 

(though I talked endlessly in both), mainly because my father, who was a civil 

servant, was posted in small, remote, towns where they were no suitable 

schools to send me – my mother flatly refused to send my sister and I to the 

same school where all the servant’s children studied, and there were no 

other schools.  My sister, who was elder, was consequently sent to a fancy 

boarding school at Shimla, the erstwhile summer capital of British India, but 

they could not afford to send both of us, so I was to be tutored at home. 



vi 
 

However, that did not work out too well as I became adept at giving my tutor 

the slip on most days. 

 Consequently, I landed up living with my nani and attending my first real 

school at the age of seven. 

 But nevertheless I was fascinated by the  Punch volumes, even though I 

could neither read nor understand the captions. I remember looking at the 

sketches and imagining all sorts of plots and dialogues – something I could  

do for hours and get lost in my own make-believe world.  

 It was only much later that I realised how much these twenty volumes, 

and the hours I spent daydreaming about them, shaped my personality and 

gave me an eternally warped sense of humour. When I started studying 

philosophy for my masters, I discovered to my amazement how much 

philosophical wisdom was inherent in humour, especially in the non-slapstick 

variety. I am now convinced that the best way to communicate and 

appreciate profound philosophical ideas is to seriously joke about them. Many 

of the cartoons compiled here have this inherent message! 

 

Shekhar Singh 

2022 
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Source: The New Punch Library, V 1, Pg 215 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 2, Pg 163 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 3, Pg 145 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 4, Pg 65 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 7, Pg 108 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 7, Pg 109 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 6, Pg 198 
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Source: The New Punch Library, V 10, Pg 33 

  

8



Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
 
 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 10, Pg 87 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 11, Pg 136 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 12, Pg 37 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 15, Pg 11 
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Source: The New Punch Library, V 15, Pg 98 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 15, Pg 128 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, Vol 2, p 168  
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Source: The New Punch Library, V 15, Pg 152 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 15, Pg  161 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 19. Pg 139 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 20, Pg  42  
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, v1, p 36 
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, vol 4, p 32
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Clever Responses and Repartee 

Source: The New Punch Library, vol 17, p 121 
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Daughters!! 

 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 3,  Pg 80  
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Daughters!! 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 11, Pg 137 
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Daughters!! 

 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 13, Pg 154 
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Daughters!! 

 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, Vol 17, p 198 
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Daughters!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 5, Pg 166 
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Daughters!! 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 5, Pg 142 
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Daughters!! 

 
 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 3, Pg 201 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
 

Source: The New Punch Library, vol 1, Pg. 54  
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

  
Source: The New Punch Library, vol 1, Pg. 55 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, vol 1, p 56a  
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

Source: The New Punch Library, vol 1, p 56b  
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

Source: The New Punch Library, v1, p 57  

34



Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V2, Pg 11 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 3, Pg. 20  
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

 
 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 3, Pg. 69 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 4, Pg. 64 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
 

 
 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 4, Pg. 196 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

  
Source: The New Punch Library, V 3, Pg. 69 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, vol 3, p 18  
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 12, Pg 86 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

The over conscientious maid 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 13, Pg 155 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, Vol 17, p 27 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

Source: The New Punch Library, Vol 17, p 63 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, Source: V 3, p 26 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

Trust a woman to find the good in everything 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, Vol. 15, p10 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

Perfect Manners  

 
Source: The New Punch Library V 15 Pg 124 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
 

 Source: The New Punch Library, Vol.20, p 130  
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

  
 
Source: The New Punch Library, Vol. 20, p 218 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, v 3, p78  
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 3, Pg  81 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 3  Pg  135 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 3. Pg 134 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, vol 3, p 13 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 12, Pg 155 
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Feminine Power, Logic, and Wit 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Source: The New Punch Library, V 3,  Pg  108 

57



Indomitable Spirit 

 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 5, Pg 161 
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Indomitable Spirit 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 6, Pg 199 
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Indomitable Spirit 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 9, Pg 165 
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Indomitable Spirit 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 11, Pg 105 
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Indomitable Spirit 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 19, Pg 19 
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Indomitable Spirit 

 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 5, Pg 167 
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Profoundly Funny Logic!! 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 5, Pg 76 
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Profoundly Funny Logic!! 

 
 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 10, Pg 128 
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Profoundly Funny Logic!! 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 12, Pg 148 
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Profoundly Funny Logic!! 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 12, Pg 36 
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Profoundly Funny Logic!! 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 12, Pg 22 
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Profoundly Funny Logic!! 

  
Source: The New Punch Library, V 15, Pg 206 
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Profoundly Funny Logic!! 

SMALL B0Y (much interested in Shopman’s reason for high price of eggs). “But mummy, 
how do the hens know we’re at war with Germany” 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 20, Pg 74 
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Profoundly Funny Logic!! 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 11, Pg 104 
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This and That 

Foreign Ignorance 

“Look, Bert! Comes from India, don’t he? Isn’t he interested in he sea? I  

daresay it’s the first he’s ever seen it.’ 
 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 13, Pg 153 
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This and That 

 

Need Deeper Pockets! 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 15, Pg 159 
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This and That 

 

Overactive Imagination 
 
 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V3, Pg 21 
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This and That 

Reminds You of Someone? 
 
 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 2, Pg 81 
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This and That 

 

Right to Information 
 

 
 

Source: The New Punch Library, V 1, Pg 214 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

76



This and That 

Super Miser 
 
 

 
Source: The New Punch Library, V 10, Pg 129 
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