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The Human Journey on Planet Earth
160,000 Years Ago to the Present

15,000 - 12,500
Corzinued amelioration of the
global cimate. Coastal route

Chile - human habitation;
radio-carbon dating from
11.790 to 13.565 years ago.
Simple stone tools such as

and cobbles were
excavated.
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African origins

Over 160,000 years ago
modern humans - Homo
sapiens ca.
The earliest known
archaeolog
of our

an
is found in East Afr
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160,000 - 135,000

Four groups travelled a
hunter-gathe:
Cape of Good Hope, south-
west lo the Congo Basin
st 1o the Ivory Coasl,
sl generation
of mIDNA gere types 'L1".
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Pret150k

140,000

135,000 - 115,000

A group travelled across a

g
Nile to the Levant.
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115,000 - 90,000

The & that reached
the Levant died out by
90.000 years ago.

A global freeze-up turned
this area and north Africa
intc extreme deserl. This
region was laler reoccupied
by Neanderthal Man
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90,000 - 85,000

85,000 years ago a group
crossed the mouth of the
Red Sea - the Gales of

prior to traveiling as bea
combers along the southem
coast of the Arabian
Peninsula lo India. All
non-African people are
descended from this group.
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85,000 - 75,000
From Sri Lanka they

inued along the Indian
Ocean coast stern
Indonesia, then a landmass
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74,000 Mt Toba

Super-eruption of ML Toba,
Sumatra, causing a 6 year

nuclear winter and inslant
1000 year age with a
dramalic population crash,
1o less than

Volcanic ash from the
eruption up lo 5m deep
covered India & Pakistan.
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74,000 - 65,000
Foliowing the devaslation
of the Indian sub-continent,
repopulalion took place.
Groups crossed by boat
from Timor into Australia
and also from Borneo into
New Guinea. There

intense cold in the Lower
Pleniglacial in the north
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65,000 - 52,000

Dramatic warming of the

climate 52,000 years ago
meant groups were finally

able to move north up the

Fertile Crescent returning
to the Levant. From there
they moved into Europe via
the Bosporus from 50,000

years ago.
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52,000 - 45,000 S TR e |
Mini lce Age. Aurignacian 1 |
Upper Palaeolit

moved from Turkey into

Bulgaria, Europe The new |
style of stone lools mo

up the Danube into Hungary

then Austria
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45,000 - 40,000

Groups from the east Asian
coast moved west through
the centrel Asia sleppes
towards Northeast Asia.
From Pakistan they moved
into Central Asia, and from
Indo-China through Tibet
into the Qing-hai Plateau.
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40,000 - 25,000

Cenlral Asians moved west
towards eastern Euroj

north into the arctic Circle
and joined East Asians fo
start the spread into north-
east Eurasia. This period
saw the birth of spectacular
works of arl, as in the
Chauvet cave in France.
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25,000 - 22,000
Anceslors of the native

americans who crossed
the
connecting Siberia to

g
Meadowcroft before the
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22,000 - 19,000

During the last

Northern Europe, Asia

and North America were
de-populated, with isolated
surviving locked
refuges. In North Americ
the ice corridor closed and
the coastal roule froze.

Refuges
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19,000 - 15,000

The Last Glacial Maximum
[LGM] 18000 years ago.
In North America, south of
the ice. groups continued o
develop diver:

language, culture & genes
as they crossed into South
America. Australian rock
art - Bradshaw Paintings.
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15,000 - 12,500

Continued amelioration of the
global climate. Coastal route

recommenced. Monte
Chile - human habilation;
radio-carbon dating from
11.790t0 13,5

Simple stane tools su
flakes and cobbles were
excavated.
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12,500 - 10,000
Reoccupation of North

America 12,500 years ago
from soulh of the ice going
north. In the sub-Arctic
11,500 years ago people
maoved out from the
Beringean refuge to
become the Eskimo, Aleuts
and Na-Dene speakers.
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10,000 - 8,000
The final coliapse of the ice
Age heralded the dawn of
agricullure. The S
lyphs in Niger.
lonisation of Brilain
and Scandi
Agriculture *
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