
T
he government’s widely
reported intention to
promulgate an ordinance

to nullify a recent order of the
Central Information Commis-
sion (CIC) confirming that six
national political parties are
subject to the Right to Informa-
tion Act, is condemnable on
many counts. It is also amusing
that the government proposes to
bring in an ordinance, bypass-
ing Parliament, even on a matter
that seems to have the support of
all major political parties.

It is surprising that the gov-
ernment considers the applica-
tion of the RTI Act on political
parties a circumstance that
‘renders it necessary to take 
immediate action’ – for that is
the sole justification allowed by
the Constitution to promulgate
an ordinance while Parliament
is not in session.

Whatever be the legal merits
of the CIC’s order, there can be
no question that governance in
India can never be accountable
to the people unless political
parties, who are at the core of it,
are accountable to people. And
to argue that political parties
are accountable to the people
every five years, when they seek
votes, is to argue that govern-
ments are also accountable to
the people when they seek re-
election. Therefore, neither
needs a transparency law.

Yet these very political par-
ties talked about participatory
democracy and passed the RTI
Act so that Indians did not have
to wait to seek accountability

from their ruling party once in
five years. Then why should
they now baulk at the same logic
being applied to all the parties?

The preamble to the RTI Act
states that “democracy requires
an informed citizenry”. Is there
any reason to believe that 
democracy requires a citizen 
who is only informed about the 
government of the day and not
about the political parties that
form the government or those
who might be aspiring to re-
place the government?

But governments spend pub-
lic money, or so the political 
parties argue, while political
parties receive only minimal
support from the government.
But whose money do political

parties spend? They admit that
almost all their money comes
from the public, some in tracea-
ble large donations, but most in
untraceable small donations.

Therefore, if most of those
who have funded (and supported,
and voted for) a political party
are anonymous, the only way a
party can be accountable to them
is by opening itself up for scru-
tiny by the anonymous Indian.

The RTI Act only asks par-
ties to make public existing 
records, and you are required to

keep only those records that
some law, regulation or rule
makes mandatory. So, if you do
not maintain records on why a
particular ticket was given, and
there is no legal requirement for
you to do so, so be it.

The RTI Act cannot demand
that you provide information
that you do not have in record
form, or that you keep records
that you are not otherwise
obliged to. Besides, parties also
have protection under Section
8(1) of the RTI Act that, among
other things, exempts informa-
tion that would harm a party’s
competitive position.

Perhaps the most incredible
objection came in the early days
of the debate when some politi-
cal leaders objected that they
were already “under” the Cen-
tral Election Commission and
did not want to also come under
the CIC. But the Indian Penal

Code also applies to them. Does
that put political parties “un-
der” the local thanedar? The CIC
is one of many regulatory agen-
cies that these very parties have
created through the parliamen-
tary process. These agencies
work for the people of India on
the instructions of Parliament.
Is it, then, a shame to come 
under their purview?

And who will bear the bur-
den of the cost of servicing the
RTI Act? Given that political
parties can easily put out proac-
tively the few records that they
are obliged to maintain, hope-
fully not much will remain to be
asked of them through specific
RTI applications. However, if
political parties are unexpect-
edly confronted with a deluge of
RTI applications, there would be
a good case for financial support
from the government to help
meet their transparency obliga-

tions. This could be in addition
to the land and other conces-
sions that they already get, and
it would probably be the best
spent rupee of all the public
money being given to them.

When most people vote for
parties rather than individual
candidates, and when political
parties use the whip and other
statutory measures to ensure
that all their elected members
follow the party line, an under-
standing of the values and func-
tioning of a political party is
fundamental to the functioning
of an enlightened, or even a
functional, democracy.

The people might want to
know whether the party has a
criteria for selecting candi-
dates, and if not, why not. They
might want to know why the 
party chose to take a particular
stand in Parliament or why it
did or did not raise a particular
issue. Of course, a party might
legitimately refuse to answer
any of these questions on the
justifiable plea that it does not
maintain records or have norms
on these matters, because it is
not required to.

But its legally acceptable re-
fusal will have its own message
for the voters, and the fact that
such questions interest the 
voter will, over time, persuade
political parties to start main-
taining records – for example,
on their performance relating
to their manifestos, or setting up
guidelines for the selection of
candidates. Surely this cannot
be thought of as a bad outcome!

The writers are members of the
National Campaign for Peoples’
Right to Information.

Open Parties To Public Scrutiny
Political parties’ objections to RTI being applicable to them are fatuous
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Comrades: Cancel your
Facebook accounts; 
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The manner in which
criminalisation of politics

is happening, this 
is needed
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T
he Supreme Court must be held in justified admiration for its
Wednesday ruling that MPs and MLAs would face immediate 
disqualification from holding membership in Parliament and the

legislatures if convicted in criminal cases. This landmark decision is a step
forward in cleansing Indian politics of criminal malcontents who, because
of a combination of muscle and money power, have forced their way into the
hallowed portals of our legislatures. This judicial intervention to stem the
rot that has undermined the political system over the last quarter-century
is therefore laudable.

By striking down as unconstitutional a particular provision of the 
Representation of the People Act, which allows convicted parliamentarians
and legislators three months to file their appeal with the objective of getting
stayed their conviction and the sentence, the apex court has made it clear that

its ruling will be with prospective effect.
MPs and MLAs who have already moved
appeals against criminal charges will be
exempt from the action prescribed by
the court. But those convicted by trial
courts in the future will no longer be
able to invoke Section 8(4) of the RP Act.
The decision, therefore, is a scathing
comment on Parliament, which the
court described as having exceeded 
its powers in providing immunity to
politicians with dubious records.

Over the years, there have been an
increasing number of cases in which

serious allegations ranging from criminal misuse of public office, corrup-
tion, impropriety and other noxious activities have been levelled against
politicians of all hues. An estimated 76 of the 543 MPs elected in 2009 face 
serious criminal charges such as murder, rape and dacoity. Several of these
cases do not reach their logical conclusion for a variety of reasons, including
attempts to circumvent the law, witnesses turning hostile, untrustworthy
law enforcement and, sometimes, undue pressure on the judiciary.

There has been progressive erosion of public trust for politicians, rein-
forced by the widespread belief that nothing will set right the political 
system in control of corrupt politicians. Amidst this cynicism, the Supreme
Court’s verdict is a beacon of hope. However, the court should consider 
putting all pending cases on the fast track with a disposal time limit of, say,
three months for each case. Additionally, it could strengthen laws related 
to witness protection and holding accountable law enforcement agencies
for any delay in investigations.

Stemming The Rot
An apex court ruling will go a long way in 

rescuing politics from the clutches of criminals

You’re on a plane. Every part of you that can be clenched is
clenched. Jaw, fists, eyebrows, hair. You don’t have a fear of
flying. You’re terrified of it. You don’t think plane crashes are
inevitable. But you don’t think they’re very outevitable either.

The public address system comes to life: My name is 
Suchandsuch and i’m the captain of your flight; my co-pilot is
Whatchumaycallit, and the cabin crew are Falana, Dhimkana,

Kuchnahi and Aurseva. Of course the voice doesn’t say Suchandsuch or 
Whatchumaycallit, or any of those made-up names. The voice gives you the 
actual names of all the crew members. Is this guy for real?

Here you are, trying your best not to think of how a contraption that weighs
a couple of hundred tonnes – not counting the passengers, specially not 
counting that very well-fed passenger sitting next to you – can possibly go up
10,000 metres above the ground at an average speed of 600 km an hour and then
come back to earth again, softly and safely as a floating feather.

What if the whole thing is a hoax? What if the Wright brothers were a couple
of pranksters pulling an elaborate practical joke on the world? What if Boeing
is a figment of collective imagination, like UFOs or Santa Claus? And while
you’re thinking these and other dire thoughts, there’s this guy telling you his
name, and those of his buddies who are also on the plane, and chatting you up as
if you and he were old school chums meeting after years at a class reunion.

What’ll he tell you next? The names of his spouse/live-in partner and their
two baba log? His Zodiacal sun sign? What he had for breakfast that morning?

Instead of gabbling on about Fa-
lana and Dhimkana, why doesn’t he
get on with his job which is to fly this
damn thing (if it can fly) to wherever

it is that he’s meant to and put an end to this ordeal? And the answer, of course, is
that commercial aviation is a service industry, and a very competitive one at that.

Service industries, which account for more than 50% of India’s GDP, are 
all about getting up-close and personal with the customer. Which means you.
And the first thing about getting personal is for the service provider to tell you
his/her name.

Airline pilots do it. Call centre employees do it. Waiters in upmarket 
restaurants and hotels do it. They tell you their names. This is meant to make
you, the customer, feel that now that you know the service provider as a person
with a name, you’re bound to get literally personalised service.

The correct protocol to follow in all such cases is not to respond by telling
the service provider your own name. This is not required by the guidelines of
service providing. By confiding your name to the service provider you’d only
needlessly prolong the transaction, particularly so in an aircraft situation in
which all 257 passengers on board felt that etiquette demanded that they
should queue up outside the flight deck to introduce themselves and shake
hands with the pilot, and various other members of the crew.

Similarly, service providers called columnists are required to give you their
names at the beginning of their columns, but you are under no obligation to 
respond in kind by giving your name in return. But if for any odd reason you
do wish to do so, this service (disservice?) provider would be delighted to get to
know you by name. Caste, creed and airline pilots no bar.

jug.suraiya@timesgroup.com
http://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/jugglebandhi/

(Jug Suraiya is away. His columns will resume on his return.)

Personal touch

Jug Suraiya

Service industries try to woo customers 
by getting pally

I
t is not the length of life which makes 
a difference; it is the depth of life. 
The depth of life is living moment to

moment. If your lifespan is 90 years, you
have 90 years to live. So live year by year,
month by month, day by day, hour by 
hour, minute by minute, second by second,
moment by moment, and that will create
depth in your 90 years of life.

Remember Aesop’s fable about the goose
that laid golden eggs. A farmer had a goose.
The farmer used to collect the eggs laid 
by the goose, sell it and thus earned 
his livelihood. One day when the farmer
visited the nest, to his surprise he
found a golden egg. 

From that day, the farmer started
watching the nest carefully. The
goose was laying a golden egg 
every day. The farmer started
collecting and selling the golden
eggs and gradually his standard
of living rose. One day, he be-
came greedy and felt he should
not waste his life by becoming
rich slowly. So, he killed the
goose to get hold of all the eggs inside the
goose. Alas, to his surprise he found it to 
be empty.

Success is not getting rich at once. 
It is day-to-day, moment-to-moment pro-
gress. Like the farmer in Aesop’s fable, 
you will only land in difficulties by being
impatient.

You are sad because you have not learnt
to live moment to moment. The mind starts
thinking of the future and thus discards
the moment. It considers the moment as
not valuable, but the future is. So the mind
lives in the future and wants the future and
in the process feels insecure of the future.

This results in sadness.
A person once told me that he is scared

of his future. He is afraid that he may 
lose his job. He is worried about what will 
happen to him. He felt insecure when his
daughter did not get a seat in a good college
of her choice. His son got a seat in a good
college, and he felt happy. He is a chartered
accountant and well qualified. He finds 
his mind oscillating. “What shall i do”, 
he lamented.

I made him see how the mind spins 
stories and how one is caught in such a
mind. It makes you create an illusion that
your sorrow is truly real. I asked this 
man why the mind worries about the 

future. Is it not that it has not learnt
to absorb totally this moment, 
enjoy this moment and such a
mind which does not enjoy the 
moment is a mind which hopes for

the future. 
Hence, such a mind is inse-

cure, for the future has not 
happened. To a future which
has not happened, how can
one be secure? You have got 
a job, and that has not eased

your mind, but your mind wants to be 
secure to a job which you may lose. When
you are not rejoicing your job, then such 
a mind is habituated to be miserable and
remain unhappy. Happiness is a threat 
to it. Thus, such a mind will create and 
sustain misery.

The true wisdom of living is living 
moment to moment. If you have to plan 
for the future, plan in the moment. When
the mind has learnt to be happy in the 
moment, then planning for the future will
be out of happiness and thus you will learn
to create happiness. Post your comments at
speakingtree.in

Living, Moment To Moment
Discourse: Swami Sukhabodhananda

I
t indeed makes a harmonious melody for Zubin Mehta, world-famous 
Indian-origin music conductor, to be bestowed the Tagore Award for
cultural harmony. The prize marks Mehta’s resonance across the 

world of western classical music, which his baton has held in delicate, yet
powerful thrall over the years. But it also marks Mehta’s great relevance as
an artist of Indian origin who, with personalities like Pandit Ravi Shankar
and Zakir Husain, redefined being cosmopolitan.

Born in Bombay, Mehta learnt the piano from a Goan teacher. His interest
deepened and he left to study classical music in Vienna in the 1950s, making
his conducting debut there in 1958. He won accolades globally while helming
prestigious philharmonic productions, from New York to Tel Aviv. With
both his trademark dramatic flair and ear for perfect precision, Mehta
pulled off spectacular feats, including conducting the opera Tosca at its
historic setting, directing the legendary tenors Placido Domingo, Jose 
Carreras and Luciano Pavarotti together in Rome, and bringing the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra and Bavarian State Orchestra together while 
conducting Mahler near Weimar’s Buchenwald concentration camp.

Through a career of such passion and poignancy, Mehta never abjured
his Indian origins. He recorded Ravi Shankar with the London Philharmonic
and toured India with the world’s best orchestras. Fusing desi verve with
global creativity, Mehta turned the traditionally inward-looking Indian
musical genius to unfurl across the winds of the world. Mehta’s successes
conducted India’s image – magical, musical, modern, yet antique – overseas. It
is fitting that his latest award be named after Tagore, who traversed a similar
path, his art both enriched by and enriching his home – and his world.

Indian Score Overseas
Zubin Mehta conducted Indian soft power 

abroad – well before Bollywood

Ninety per cent of the politicians give 
the other 10% a bad reputation.

HENRY KISSINGER

May the road rise up 
to meet you.

May the wind be always
at your back.
Irish proverb

�

I always loved running...it
was something you could
do by yourself, and under

your own power. You could
go in any direction, fast or
slow as you wanted, fight-

ing the wind if you felt
like it, seeking out new

sights just on the strength
of your feet and the 

courage of your lungs.
Jesse Owens

�

An athlete trains hard; 
it is the same routine 
every day. He thinks 

about his goal…
You have to be disciplined if
you want to be world-class.

Milkha Singh,
The Flying Sikh

�

The miracle isn’t that i fini-
shed. The miracle is that i
had the courage to start.

John Bingham

Just Run!
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Indian cinema is celebrating 100
years, made more vibrant by its
quirky, often iconic style state-
ments. Fashion designer and stylist
Manish Malhotra spoke with
Bharati Dubey about the history
of changing fashions in Bolly-
wood, some of Hindi cinema’s most
stylish stars – and how fashions
travel from reel to real life:

� It’s often overlooked – but
how important is fashion to
Bollywood films?

Fashion has always been an
integral part of our films, espe-
cially in the black and white era.
If you watch a film like Andaz,
you’ll see how classic and ethereal
Dilip Kumar and Raj Kapoor look
in their suits and Nargis in her
velvet blouses. Then came the
1960s, my favourite era, with 
heroines in their pastel saris and
men in lovely black bandhgalas
– those clean, precise lines gave
way to the revolutionary polka

dots and bell-sleeves of the ’70s.
And fashion went completely
haywire in the ’80s.

I entered the scene in the
1990s and found it quite strange
to see heroines wearing their
hair short in a western outfit,
then long when wearing an 
Indian outfit! That’s when i
started the whole element of
styling, introducing a one-look
feature with Gumraah, Sridevi
maintaining short hair through-

out the film. With
Rangeela, i gave
the girl-next-door
a glamorous look.

I played with colours and it
caught on in a big way.

I also thought – if a girl is
supposed to be from London,
why would she wear dresses
stitched in Mumbai? So, i
started travelling and picking
up clothes.
� Was there resistance to
such changes?

There was resistance initially.
But my strength was that i could
sketch and paint, so it was easier
to put forward my point – it
caught everyone’s fancy.

But producers did get of-
fended when i asked them for
the script. Initially, i’d have 
days when cheques bounced.
But i was very keen to make a
mark in the film industry. As a

child, my entire resources were
Hindi films. I have not studied
fashion. I can only passionately
sketch, paint and love movies.
So, i decided to put both these
worlds together.
� Could you mention some 
of Bollywood’s finest fashion
icons or style moments?

I’d name Vyjayanthimala’s
stunning clothes in Amrapali 
as one. Mumtaz made orange 
famous! Another icon was Saira
Banu whose style was inspired
by her mother, Naseem Banu.
There was also Meena Kumari
in Pakeezah who designed her
own clothes and brought in
some very explicit, yet interest-
ing styles. Hema Malini is
known for carrying off a pretty,
‘dream girl’ image while Zeenat
Aman pushed the envelope, bring-
ing boldness and modernity 
to Bollywood.

Off-screen, many Indian
princesses lived their life in

style but the one who represents
them all with her beauty and
timeless chic is Gayatri Devi.
Priyanka Gandhi and Sonia
Gandhi’s style is also very orga-
nic and simple.

These are all basically peo-
ple who are confident of who
they are – they have a certain
style that has eventually be-
come iconic.
� Yet, the couture world com-
plains fashion in India is
overwhelmed by Bollywood –
what’s your view?

Well, eventually, as a fashion
designer or a stylist, what is 
important is connecting with 
an audience. What you put to-
gether has to look that character
– that’s where creating a memo-
rable look starts.

It’s not about Bollywood. Not
every actor gets praised for what
they wear. Ultimately, it is a good
garment and its relevance to the
audience that works.

‘Classic suits to polka dots, fashion’s integral to Bollywood’

Q&A

A T H O U G H T  F O R  T O D A Y

� �S A C R E D

S P A C E

� �

THE 

SPEAKING

TREE

This is with reference to the article ‘For A
Manufacturing Revolution’ (July 11) by 
Amitabh Kant. High production costs in 
developed countries and increasing wages 
in China, the world’s largest manufacturing
centre, have certainly prompted a shift of
manufacturing destinations to other low-cost
emerging economies. Being at the second
stage of demographic transition with a
burgeoning unemployed young population,
India can turn this scenario into an oppor-
tune moment to reverse its fortunes. So we
have to focus on major issues like rigid labour
laws, high cost energy sector and under-
developed infrastructure. It is time for a con-
certed multi-pronged effort to get rid of the
institutional and structural bottlenecks.

Enakshi Das, KOLKATA

Align IITs with job market
This is with reference to the Times View/
Counterview (July 11) on vacant seats in IITs.
It is true that the increase in the number of
IITs without adequate infrastructure and fac-
ulty is dissuading students from joining new
IITs. The example of the Bhubaneswar IIT, one
of eight set up in 2008 and still being run from
eight different locations, is telling. Besides,
the skewed distribution of specialisation-
wise seats leaves even old IITs without stu-
dents in some branches. Students seek 
admission keeping job prospects in mind, so a
large number of seats in courses where there
aren’t enough jobs go abegging. Also, some
competent engineering colleges have come
up which can equal the attraction of IITs in
certain fields. Enhancement of IIT seats and
maintenance of quality have to go together.

Y G Chouksey, PUNE

Make India the world’s factory
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– MEENAKSHI LEKHI, 
BJP spokesperson,

on SC order about disqualifying
MPs, MLAs from the 

date of conviction

– IRIS VARELA, 
Venezuelan prisons minister, 

on recent Snowden
revelations about US 

surveillance programmes

Let’s dream big. Yeah,
why not, we win 5-0, 

I take 50 wickets, I get
knighted, PM in five
years’ time

– GRAEME SWANN, 
England off-spinner,

outlining his goals for
the Ashes tournament

against Australia
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We want your views and comments. Please write to us at
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