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No. RS 6/772004-P&L 24 Janugry 2005

Shri A. N. Tiwari,
Secretary to the Government of India,
/y  Ministry of Personnel, Puhblic Grievances and Pensions
- North Bloch,

'\J‘ New Dolhi
A Y

Subjecet: Examination of the Right to Information Bill, 2004 by the Department

Related Standing Committee on Personnel, Puhlic Grievances, Law
and Justice
7
v, Sir,

9 1 am directzd to stale thal the Right to Information Bill, 2004, es introduced in
o Lok Sabhe and pending therein, has been referred to the Depariment Related Standing
3 s Committec on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice, for examination and
report ln this context, the Comrmtte... has decided to hear o presentation by you on the

L) E’“® “gip, Accordmgly. 1 am to rc.qucst you to make it convenient to appear before the

Committee at 3.00 P.M._an_‘Tuesday, 1* Febriaev, 2008 in Committee Room _‘AY, .
Ground Floar, Parlinment Housc Annexe, Ncw'Dalhi for the purpose.

>

-

2 In case you make any power poim:prcscﬁtaxion, 50 hard copies thereof may be

forwarded to this Secrstarat by 27 January, 2005, for circulation to Members of the

Committee in advance.

Com'd-. /B



3. Further. 1 am to request you to furnish the folowing documents (50 copies in
English and 25 copies in Hindi} in connection with the examination of the Bill by 31°
January, 2005 positively, so as to facilitate expeditious consideration of the Bill by the
Committee

() Background note on the Bill,

(i)  Freedom of Information Bill, 2000,

(iii)  Freedom of Informanon Act, 2002,

(w)  Suggestions made by the National Adwvisory Council reparding the

Frecdom of Information Act, 2002,

(v)  Comparative analysis between the Freedom of Information Bill, 2600,
Freedom of Information Act, 2002 end Right 1o Information Bill, 2004 ( as
per the sugoested proforma enclosed herewith), and

(vi)  Any other relevant material on the aforesaid subject.

Yours fanthfully,

Sd/-

(SURINDER KUMAR WATTS)
DEPUTY SECRETARY

Tel: 23034262

Copy to

-
\/?‘S‘h’n'T. Jaeob, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances ang
ensions, North Block, New Delhi; and

2) Parliament Section, Mimstry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Norsth

Block. New Delhi. W

(VINOY KUMAR PATHAK)
COMMITTLE OFFICTR
Tel. 23035220 (O)

.2. ) CBL .1 meta Y - oaz Ta



SUGGESTED PROFORMA

Comparative statement on the Freedom of Information Bill, 2000 (FOI) and the
Right to Information Bill, 2004 (RTY),

Clause
No./Provision
m the FOI
3¢l

Recommendatton/
Observation made by
the Commitlee on Home
Affairs in 78" Report

Decision of
Government

Seclton No. of
the FOI Act

Clause No /
Corresponding
provision in RTI
Bill

Remarks




MOST IMMEDIATE

No.3401273(5)/2005-Estt.(B)
©  Govemment of India
Ministry of Persoanel, Public Gnigvances ond Pensions
(Department of Personn2) & Training)

New Delhi, the 28" Sanuary, 2005
To

The Secretory General,
Rajya Sabhs Secretariat,
Parliament House Annexc,

New Dethi,
(By name Shn Surinder Kumar \WWatts, Deputy Secretary)

Sub:- Examination of the Right to Information Bil}, 2004 by the Departmem Related
Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grizsvanees, Law and Justice.

Si.!,
1 am directed to refer to your letter No.RS.6/7/2004-P&:1 datzd the 24% January,
2005 on the subject mentioned 10 forward herewith the following documents, as desired:

() Backeround Note on the {50 copies (Enplish)
Right 0 Information Bill, 2004 (25 copies (Hindi)

(ii)  Freedom of Information Bil), 2000 (50 copics (English)
{25 copies (Hindi)

(ili)  Freedam of information Act, 2002 {50 copies (English)
(25 capies (Hindi)

(v) Supgestions mads by the 50 copies (English)

Nationa) Advisory council regarding
the Freedom of Information Act, 2002

(v)  Comparative analysis between the (50 copies (English)
Frecdom of Information Bil}, 2000, {25 copies (Hindi)
Frezdom of information Act, 2002 and
Right to Information Bifl, 2004
(as per proforma).

1t hes not been possible to provide copies of item (iv) in Hindi es the Tabular Staemen,
including the sugpested Right to Information Act, provided by the National Advisory
Council arc in English only.

Yﬁmrs faithiully,

(Raokesh Malhotra)
Under Secretary to the Govesnment of India

Tcl.No.23002313
Encls: As above, g}/



RIGHT TO INFORMATION BILL. 2004

Background

Access to government records and information is an essential
requirement for modern government and developing and
maintaining a civil and democratic society. A new erz of
government bansparcncy hes amrived and there is a worldwide trend
in democratic countries to have legislation for assuring to the
cttizens the right of access to information of the public authorities as
8 part of the effort to promote openness, transparency and
accountability in the administration and to ensure greater
participation of the people in decision making. Over fifty-five
countrics have adopted comprehensive laws to facilitate access and
many more arc in the process of doing so.

2. In India, the need to enact a law on right 1o information was
recognized unanimously by the Chief Ministers’ Conference on
‘Effective and Responsive Government® held on 24th May, 1997 at
New Delhi. In its 38tk Repont relating to Demands of Grants of the
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, the
Parliamentary Stonding Committec on Home Affairs recommended
that the Government should take measures for enactment of such a
legisiation. In an oral answer given o a Lok Sabha Starred Question
on 30th July, 1997, the thep Prime Minister had given an assurance
that a Bill on Frecdom of Information would be introduced in
Parliament during the coming Winter Session. A similar
announcement was made by the then Prime Minister, in the course
of his speech on the 50th Independence Day.  Thus, Righn to
Information forms an important element of the Proganmme for

cffective and responsive administration and Civil Scrvice Reforms
initiated by the Government.

3.  InJanvary, 1997, the Government sct up a Working Group on
“Right 0 Information and Transparency™ under the Chairmanship
of Shri HD.Shouric. The Working Group was asked to
examine the feasibility and nced for cither full fledred Right to
Information Act or its introduction in a phased manner to meet the

nceds of open and responsive govemance and also w examine te
framework of rulcs with referenee to the Civil Service (Conduct)
Rules and Manual of Office Procedure. The Group submitted its

report on May 21, 1997 recommending inter-alia the enactment of



“Freedom of Information Act” by the Parliament and for this
purposc, it had provided the “Frecdom of information Bill, 1997%.
This draft Bill was based, among other things, on a study of the
legislation in some other countries and the Right to Information Bill,
1996, prepared by the Press Council of India under the
Chairmanship of Justice P.B Sawani, was also taken into
consideration by the Working Group.

4. Copices of the Report of the Working Group were forwarded
to all Ministrics of the Government of Indiz ns also to all

Stotes/Union Terrilories for their comments. The statutory scheme
prepared on the basis of the deliberations in the Waorking Group was
circulated for discussions during the Chief Ministers' Conference
held on May 24, 1997 and had received the broad approval of the
Conference. The Report of the Working Group, together with
responses thercon, was placed before the Committee of Secretaries.
The Committec broadly endorsed the Freedom of Information Bill,
1997 recommended by the Working Group subject to certain
important modifications.

5.  The draft Freedom of Information Bill, 1997, given by the
Working Group, was accordingly revised with the help of the
Legislative Depanment and placed before the Cabinet for approval
to the Bill and jts introduction in the 1997 Winter Secssion of
Parliament. When the draft Bill came up for consideration before
the then Cabinet on October 20, 1997, it was decided that it may be
gone into by = Group of Ministers. The proposal was accordingly
placed before the Group of Ministers constituted by 3 successive
Governments which considered it in 8 mectings held between
October 28, 1997 and February 2, 2000. The Group of Ministers
approved the proposal of the Department of Personnel & Training
subject to a few changes in the Bill. The draft Freedom of
Information Bill, 1997, was further revised accordingly and a
proposal was placed before the Cabinet for approval to the Freedom
of Information Bill, 2000 and its introduction in Parliament. In
its meeting on 13th May, 2000, the Cabinet approved the proposal.
The recommendation of the President, under Clause (1) and (3) of
Article 117 of the Constitution for the introduction in and
consideration by the Lok Sabha of the FOI Bill, 2000, was obtained
on I5th May, 2000 and ‘The Frecdom of information Bill, 2000°
was finally introduced in the Lok Sabha on 25th July, 2000.



6. The Bill was subsequently referred to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Home Affairs for cxamination and the
Committee presented its Report to both the Houses of Parliament on
25th July, 2001. The Bill, as reported by the Standing Commiftee,
was considered and passed by the Lok Sabha on 3rd December,
2002 together with certain amendments proposed by the
Government. It was subscquently passed by thc Rajya Sabhe on
16th December, 2002 and on receiving the assent of the President on
6th January, 2003, the ‘Freedom of Information Act, 2002" has been
published in the Gazette of India on 7th January, 2003 for general
information.

7.  The Act has, however, not been brought into force so far as
the basic infrastruciure required for its operationalization has not
been fully estublished as yet. Meanwhile, there have been growing
apprehensions that the Act, in many respects, falls short of the
aspirations and cxpectations of the people. Government has, in fact,
received 2 number of representations urging it to modify some of its
provisions so that the information access rights of citizens are fully
realized and the legislation truly achieves its objectives.

8. Having regard to the above considerations, the National
Common Minimum Programme of the United Progressive Alliance
Government inter-alia provides that:-

‘The Right to Information Act will be made more progressive,
participatory and meaningful’.

In pucsuance of the nbove commitment, the National Advisory
Council had proposed certain amendments to the ‘Freedom of

Information Aet, 2002' in order to ensure:-
L 4

1. maximum disclosure and minimum excmptions
. consistent with Constitutional provisions;
2. independent appeal mechanisms;
3.  penalties for failure to provide information as per the
law; and

4, cfleclive mechanisms for access to information. and
disclosure by authorities.

The amendments proposed by the National Advisory Council have
been examined comprehensively and cenain provisions suggested
by the Council have been modificd keeping in view the legislative,



consututional and administrative requirements. Cansidering that the
changes envisaged are extensive, i1 has also been decided to enact a
new legislation on the subject and simuktancously repeal the existing
‘Freedom of Information Act, 2002'. In furtherance thereof, ‘The
Right to Information Bill, 2004' has been introduced by the
Govemnment in the Lok Sabhe on 23 December, 2004 afier
obtaining the approval of the Cabinet as also the recommendations
of the President under Article 117(3) of the Constitution.
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& tolx pariod of thinty days wa.ct may bs compned 1r. One SSSSIDA A7 % (WO €2 Mo

suegesive sessions. and if, bolors the expicy of the sexsioe immediately following the

seszion or the suscassive senony sloresaid. batr Houses agree in making any modificziion

in the rule or poth Houres spres 1hys the rule should not be mads, thz cule sha! theteafisr

10 have cficet only in such modificd form o br of no cifect, a3 Ihe casc may be: 52, how=ves,

thar say tuch modification 0¢ =anubment shall be withows prejudiec 1o the validity o) 2nu.
ding previously danc upder that ryls,

{2) Every rule mads cnges Uns Lct by 2 Siate Goverrment shall be 1zid, 25 soan as
may oo tfter it is notiiied before the Staw Lepslalure,

18 2:.(7) K 2ny diffizuly arises i giving cffect 1o the provisions of this Ae: the Ceara!
Covemmsant sy, by order publisked in the Olficial Gazette, make suzk provigions not
inconsigicat with the provisions of tus ACt a5 appear [0 1110 Be fes=xe2ry of expciicl. 1of
remova! of tae dufficully:

Pravided thal ad susk ander zhalt be mads wher Ui expicy of 2 psiiod of (v zin
20 from £ d21c of the commencemen: of thus Act

(25 Evey arder mads undsr tiis soouss shatl, 2 $00h at may b afio noir mads . e
1nid bolors the Houses of Parinzmaat.

THE STHEDULE
{Ser acstion 16y
28 Past A
INYELUICEINCE AND SEQURITY ORMANISATIUNS EXTARIISIED 0V THE COrithay, GOVERLMLITNT
1. Iniglhgence Bureas
2. Rescarch and Anadysis Wing of the Cahsnet Seeretanial.
1. Dircstorate of Revenue Enelligenac.
30 4. Cenuzl Economic Intelligenae Burgau.
L. Dircclontz af Enfarcenznt ¥
€. Nareouzx Convro; Sursaw.
Cbarr B

INTE LIGEHEE AND SESURITY ORGANISATIONS EXTARLISHED oY THE STAYS, OowFanunn

35 Hame of the Orpanisation Mamz of e Lo
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LI evais ol gamps Dalmmp Bl mracilar o pensetveen olog T
Tomip Ui oL mmaLor Dfhger in sst widh re:'.'.cs.'_ e -":r-ul';:r Izamersy
nIC il wolid 32 amodinning seie o7 Loaing ofiears 25 AL Ful s
Tmagrmeaen Do Tw sz of _.;‘.:;-'r::'s Fa "-‘m*mr-" [ o ] N T

‘—N'l Y —‘_-:i_- ‘-: "--‘l--'n ...l---:'.": :J':‘..’:.' s q." garay 1t ﬁ\nnlu»n [T ¥y -\ .J.":'—.-L-
Jiinoal pars Dot Lus pooams. Thus e mIspeaest roquiTmeni o D oiming

bl n-,.;
fran ths {zmaalen poonpeeisl 10 B2 o from wil 1. ths ex‘s:ny eant inasl stenigtt o
tr VIoAUs Aantier ootk Toore! ang Siate lavel ol wilair he exisneg L ades

o ALT S maps i oast possinlr it goive srerize geinilz of the extgniites

P
e s

3.

100 A o2 ON TAZlAll FIZOUTS=Z I TS OF Tampuiess AnG e ofTise :q -r--z:c, pead

L -

for =o'y of informatior. Howsvar e requirermss: of thess ftame i dikely t¢ b ma o

tn: orsoing opsammas [or someutenzalior of oparatier- ir vaniows spentier 282 ny
a6Gi::ne soerdnare migh: be offt«t b resovery o le2s for rupply of informctian.

3. Afier the oropased Bill besomes 23 Act, a nodai Cel! far finalizahioe of ruley aad
IRstru=ioas, guiding the Sales and repating progress to Qovernment shail have to be sat
up ig the Minis'ry of Personnal, Public Grisvenzss and Penmons ender the Tentra!
Govesnmeal Thus Cel! chali consist of ont Joing S=cresary. two Doputy Scermiens=, 1wo
Sznic Analy= nnd two sonvenlional scelions. {p adoilion, ¢z parsondd 7 A the phove
officer: will alac be sppinizd. An caumaiet) resvmag erpendaure of Rz 20 lakhs i
ety W b anrrat o the z3ianes ol e affizens vad aall o the Cell

<, Tz Bi! aess nol involve ant oliher reoustine of Rer-reiusing expeaditure,
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51 T e, Woear, T 7, 2003040 17, 1924
No. §) NEW DELMI. TUESDAY,. JANUARY 7, 200/PAUSA 17, 1924
—_—
& v fim 9@ Wen ¥ ¥ fred fe gy stem dnen ¥ ') W wel
Separate paging it given 10 thix Part (n order that It may be (iled at a separit compilation

——————

e

MINISTRY OF LAY AND JYUSTICE
(Lepislative Depariment)

New Delhn, thr U:H Janaary, 2003 1Pousa 17, 1924 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament teceived the assent of the President on the
6ih January, 2003, and is hercby published for gener) informanian:— )

THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 'ACT, 2002
No. 5 oF 2003
¥ {6tk January, 2003.)

An Act to provide for freadom 10 every citizen to secure access Lo information
under the conurol of public authoritizs, consistent with public interest, in
order 10 promole openness. transparency and accountability in
administration and in relation to matters connzcted therewith or incidental
thereto.

B 1l enazted by Partiameny i the Filty-thind Year of e Reputie: «F Tndie & ((dhrnwry =

CHAPTER!
PrRILOIzAEY
t. (1) Tins Act mav be ealled the Freedom of Infarmauan Az, 2002 Shent o,
cxfom 3
{2) h extends o the whols of India exeep?Lhe State ©! Jatnmu and Kashmit. COMmTCIGE-
ent

(3) lishall coms into fosee on such date as the Cenral Sovemmen: may. oy totifica-
top in the Officral Gazate. appotnl

2D
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J Tl GAZETTE OF INDIA FXTRAORDINARY IPagy 13

T bt A unto the untexs athizrwals edaies -

e T Cvermiicd)” seana i felatud (o a pahln swdgmn o bled
venndiiivei, onwisral spdedaneeiliy fingneed by funad. prosadd dos g o ke
W tantrled—

. t) by the Ceniral Govesnoent, the Ceatral Govetnment;
(7} by the Stale Governeeent. the Suw Government.
{iif} by (he Unton termmiory. the Central Government:
(A} “rampzienl aUthonty™ MEanste

{1+ the Speaker m o case of the Houw of the Peapte or 0w, Legiddaiies
Axvembly and the Chainnan iv the gase of e Coungll of Swalea i the [ opm.attn
Councat

(i3 the Chiaf Justice of India s (he cate of the Supreme Count,
{an) the Chicf Justier of the High Coun i the case af a High Courr,

(iv) the President or the Governag, as Lhe ¢cace may be, in the ¢aze of ather
autharities ereated by of under the Constilution:

(v} the adinistator appointed under anicls 239 of the Cansniunion,

o) “frecd n of miammann” (eAns tic nEh W aman thioanation ifom any
autlis suthont by mzony of — :

{+) cnepeciion. WP of cxrsaei acd antcs:
(i sernficd =opies of gav eeconds of wueh publin antounie

iy dukelica, Roppics we 10 any nthe cloctnan mide o thyooge pnm
ouls wher uzh information ¢ $101ed 10 & cumpuler ar ir any wher diviee.

td; “infarmation™ means any maleral inany form relating ththe adminedrauon,

raium o decasone of a public suthorivy:

ir " preseriped” megans prescribed by tules nudc amder s Ac? by dhie appropnal
Vet MRSRT o LR Damipztsnl autenty, 35 the exte may be:

i Tputhe gutlemre © mizahs gpy authonty of hedy esiablished or consututs -
(1) b or undar th: Cansutuurm: ]
(ily by aay taw made by Ihe apprupirale Goveninenl

and includ= any ottier body ownzs, controlied o0 subsiamally finakced by o
proviged dicectly o indisgetly by e apprupsate Ciovesnment,

{2 " Pulitic Informat Offrce ™ means Qe Public Milomation DT appxans.
nnds utesaitinr g o s tor &

(b “rernrd” ot iunes
T, TR (e OHERCT BRIAUKCTION A 0K

faf, apy mismollm miorafiche ant ISR s O BedIne

(40 any epochestion o amage w amape . ctieades oAt wuide

(whether enlafred o Dojr an

VIV AR, AT AR 1 e A U O Y Y. s

ot et . Wit T M pereat pRS o N
(R EE T T T VT AT . L1
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e 1) THE AALEYTE OF INDia EXTRAQRDIN ALY

CHAFPTER !
FRIEY (w1 D8 ILORATION AND OCLIGATIONS OF PUSLIC AUTHRORDITLS

3. Subyect 1o the provisioas of thes Act. all eitszens shall ave {reedom of informaudn

d. Eveny public awthonty shall—

(a) mamtasn all s recotds. 1n such manncet ond (orm as 13 consistent with i
aperationy) requisements duly catnlogued and indexed;

(hy publish a1 guch intervaly a3 may be presenbed by the appropniate
Governmem ot campetent Authonty, =

115 the panscutars of ils orgamisation, funcuons and dutics;

fu}the powers and dulies of 118 afficess and employecs and Lhe procedure
{olipwed by Lhem sa Lhe decisian making procrss:

{#iip the norms sct by the puble authoruy for the disshizpe of ats functinng;

() ules, regulanong, insructions, manuals and other eatepories of recomds
undes 113 contro) used by its employces for discharging 1t funstionx.

{v) the detals of facifiiics available tociuzens for obaining information;
and )

ivi) the name. dengnation and oth= parucutss of the Poblic information
Qfficer:

(e} p=hlith all relevant f321s concerning importsre dectsions and policies tha
sffcet the public white announamg such desisions and pobiiss:

{d) give ressons for is dzcinons, whether administrative of quasiqudizial o
thosc aff==ted by suzh Jdecitiont:

(e) belore initiating 2ny project, pehlish o communicate 1o the publis generatly
o to the persons affected ar likely tn be alfected by Ui project in parucular, the rzgt
availablz 1o st o to which il has reasgnable secess which 1o s opinion thould be

knows 10 them in ths bett interesis of natera? justice and promntion of demoperatic
principles.

5.¢1) Ew:cry publiz authority shall for the purposss of this Act, appoint on: o mor:
officers as Pubfic Information Ofticers.

(2) Every Public Information Officer shall deat with requesys for information and
-ghall rendcr reasonable assisiance to any pereon secking swsh information.

€3) The Publie Informauon Qfficer may scek the sszistanes of any othes officer as b
contiders necessary for the proper discharge of his dutics.

(4) Any officcr whose assistance hat been sought under sub-acction (3), shall render
all assistance 10 the Public Information Officer seckang his assistance.

6. A person degirous of obtaining information shall maks a requsst in writing or

through elcstronic m=ans. to thr conzernad Public tnlormaton Offtcer rpetifying tho
panuulage ui s mivninauws sooyn Oy NIm.

Provided that where such request cannot he made e writing, the Public Informasion
Qffieze shall renaer all reatonabie assstanse to the perman making the tequest olly to
teduce W 1D wring

7. £2)On ceceipi of a request undzr seeuon €, the Publie tnformauon Officer shall,
expeditiousty as passible, and an any caxe within thirty ¢ayt of the reeeipt of the request,
either provide the imfofmation requested on payment of auch fex at may be prescribed o
reject the request fo any of the reasons specified in sections 8 and §:

‘2.‘2-_

Fretdasm ¢f
informahon

Obhiganznr
ah putilk
Milheninth

Appoinimcal .
of Poblic
{nformalidon
Oftficen.

Request for
chiaiming
m{osmation

Dapoal of

23



Pacnguss
13"
ownun 2
LT VTP

r Y P e DA FAL SR B W A e b P T v -

wwp itgh welrne Wie informaton kowne Tor concomne G itk e b e o
M Lt A ok i eovided wilhtn fOTY G DI oty ioanT oM M o

sroydee lutthe thay Ohore it s dsadal i provide Theoalnrmaing o fovie s
BAY funthe T sraimwenhing \he cin? of provichng (v eafarmenar, e zhal’ e a6 cRtm., oo,
B thert bsran tan rur I srqquesd, presay U et of die loss delominsd by Lot
Bins te s i e el thr ot e amegveming beewezp e guepay b ol
DTt ann Vi e lem e i v ludes g e narpesr of cadrulieng Wb e
afthiny gav -2dwmo 1o atsvs

i3, Betore wakiny 2oy desision unoet sub-s=ction /), the Foblir infrmanns (2=
ghall take inl tansidenatiar. thr eepreseaagon made by ¢ Lird pany uady xecunrn 10

i Whzeo b reguerr & rejectad under sulesecuon (2), the Pubbez Lalormariar {iffice
shal! sommumecai 1: the poson makiby rcqusst, -

(1) the rcasohs lod such repchon;
¢20) Wt penod withih whith an appeat apanst SUZh Fcjections e by mek e
1iki} Wi partevlars uf the appeitae authonty.

1 4 Infonthatoy shialt ardinsrdy br provided 1o the lami i wingl 2 e sopph unkz o
would disproporironaisly divert the resources of the publie authomly o would br nsznnin:
o the gafets or preizvalior of the resand o question.

8. (1 Nowsithstanding anvthing trereinhefore contained. the lnllowany informatier
nil heing ntoTmalue reua) o any matler referral 0 poswut-s=ubs o3, val! e oz
empind froen disclonime aainetly —

(6. wiormano, Lhe isclosurr of when would prejudizalls afeest i v
caenty ang ntegns wi bndie vecury af the St fRlepr weennfi oo conesnu
uierew of tndiz i candug o Imcmaasnal relatons.

el mfetmanian, the disslosure of which wontd prejodiczatly aflesr b sy
ardencler  detertion and iovesnsation of ap affensr ot whish mav W 1o an mnlenwen
o commt an aflensr or prejudically affes: fare (o> or adpudicaunr of & penan.

ul

Opteemiaton. e desclngure of wner would peomothenaling aficel the canno:

o e Spu eelanans ieclnding informuap exchanped o conflivener bolwese
¢ enirpl ane Atar Casaemnmizats of any af they muthontes or agenicx.

) qhm: o= isLiudnp reeards af gelib=anons af Uir Counci: of Ivniaeg
Looretatia and nhe offwerr.

Y mautes or rezords o auvics mcluding tzea, advaer  obigsos
e nmmendations Pade v @y affreer of s public authomss durige (s e w4
prooess prror e the axeeulve dscong v galigy iormutates:

LR E ST AETTY) 11 {17 BN R R FUURN A Lt VI [ T K IO FVEL, LT

S (LR TS o ¢ ARCIUH HETLPRNETS RN ORI OF . T YRR TR TYRRFL T TR LL Y P -
LT T YL T P B R F o et e o "
ar wr

PO RV T AN T o e
o Farean o u e oesidan TR B SR TR TSI T
Std™
:'l.’;ubg-;-.x;-1h-_pmv|.::un.= TR T LV IR D AR TR TS O ol A U R | LT 18- L IRR Y

In APy OSSQITENCL CVER 0 3T WL fuie QA% UG i, L0 el v ety
viear befere e ran ub which any rege ' e mater s - otin s coane
Jersar Apaang | TRIUEE A TN st ek
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Providcd that where any question anscs a3 ta the date from which the said peziod of

. teenty-five vears has 1o be computed, the decinion of the Ceatrz! Govemmant shali be
fimal.

9. Without prejudice to th provisions of section §. a Pulic Infermaton Officer may
reject a request for information also whets such request—

() 11 too peoer in patwre of it of soch & nature that, havmg regand 1o the
volums of jnformation required to be retrieved or prodessed would invelve
unseasonable diversion of the tesources of 2 publiz avthority or would adverse)y
inteelere with the Tunclioning of such authority:

Provided that whett such reques is rejected on the ground that the request is
oo general. i would be the duty of the Public Informanon Offiecs (o render hzlp 35
far as possible 1o the person making reqozst to reframe his request in such aspannct as
may fazilitatc compliance with i

(b) relmes 1o information that i required by law, fel=s, regulatons or ordars 10
b published ai a purticular time and such information is likely 1o be 50 published
within thirnty days of the seeeipt of such request:

(c) relates 10 information thal s contained in published material available 1p
public; or .

() relaizs to infornation which would cause unwarranted invation of the pnvagy
of any person.

18, (7) If & roquest fos access to snfonmauon is rejected or Lhe ground that it ix in
relation to information which 1s exempted from disclpture. then notwithitanding anything
contained ip this Aet, 2553 1oy be piven o that pan of the resard whizh does not oblzie
any information that is exempted from disclosure under this Act and which can reaxonably
be sever=d from anv pam (hal contains exempted information.

{2) Whare access is grantzd to a part of the tecord in acsardance with sub-segtion (/).
the person makiug the request shal) be informed.—

(a) that only part of iIhe resond requasted, afisr severance of the record coptaining
information whish is excrapled from disclosure, is being fumished; and

(5) of the provisions of the Act under which the severed part is exermnpied from
disclosure.

11. (/) Where a public authority inlends 1o disclass any infonnation ef record, or pant
thereof, or 2 tequesy made under this Aet which selates w. ef has beon supplrcd by a third
pany and has been treated as eonfidential by that thitd party, the Public Information Office
shall, within sweniy-five days from 1h2 reeeipl of a request, give wntlen natice to such third
panty of the request and of tive fa21 1hat the public autherity intends o disclose the information
or record, of pan thereof:

Provided that excep? in the ease of rads or commerzial secrets protected hy law.
disclgsure may be allowed if the public interest in disslogure ourwoighs in imponanse any
possibls harms or snjury to the interests of such thard party

(D Whzrs & aolizz ¢ given by the Publiz Informatun ZWizsr undzr sub-secuon * 116
a thars parey 1 respen of any mlormatior a1 record 01 pari thereul, thy tisd pasiy shafl,
withi: fW=RIv dave 110Mm [Re date of (KSuance of Nohse K grver the anponYNLY to make
representalion agunst e propotes disclomre

{3) Notwilhstanding anything containsd in section 7. the Pubie Informanon Officet

shall. within sy days after receips of the request uader secuor €. 4f the third pany has
becn gaven an opportumty lo make represenmtion undsr sub-section (2), make 2 decision

as 1 wheth=r ¢f not te diselute the mformation or record or pan th=reol nod prve i1 wniling

the tioute of hn decimon 10 the thurd pary.

(A

Grvant far
rleml o
Axziy m
crTiup izt

Srvczbiluy

Tiurd party
nformaton
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40 A notize given endze sub-atcetion (3) shall inctode & statzment that th third
DY U whun, the ABtISc 1 gIven &2 eatities 1o prefes an appen! agsinm e détision undar
seTtion 12 "

I v pueson gupneved vy 3 decivon of the Pobin Infommanie 1 1 er guuy
withm (s davs at fovem of soch dectaon. prefer an appeal 46 oick authun o nos i,
preseribed

Presculdomas e Ladherly Boy ehicntan the appeal akes the czpirs vt wn!
period of tuny diys of v sausfied thay the appeliant way prevehiad by su(hcets cause
from filing the appeal in time,

{2) A sceong appeal against the decision under sub-ceziion (1) shali lie within iy
days of such accastoz, t the Cenwral Governmzn or the Statz Governmem o the compzien)
authotity, as the ¢ass may be-

Provides Lha! the Centra) Govgrnment of the State Government o2 the compeieni
aunthurity. as the casc may by, may eatertain U appeal afics the expiry of the ga:d periconl of
tuny days if u o aanxficd thay the appehtant was prevenicd by sufTizicm cassc fron. (1img
thc appeal 1n umsg

{3} The appeals referred 1o a0 sub-sestions (F) and €21 shall be dixpased af within
thurty days of W receint of such appealt ar wilkie such cxtended penod, as the caxe oy
be. (ot reavons o by recorded in wrinng.

+9) If the dectszon of the Publiz  Information Officer pgainst whieh the appeal 15
prefemea) under sub-seziton (/) or suhesection (2) also relates 16 information of third parnty, bie
appellate authority shall give & reasonable oprortunity of being hoard 10 (LY pany.

CHAPTEH (T
8 S o SEFEE e T3

1% Noosun. prisezating or ollicr regal procecding shall ic®pains any peesan far
anything wnsctas in guest failh done of stitendzd W be donc unace this Act ar any rule tnage
(herenneds.

14 Tneprovinions o 1l At shalthave effert natwathzianding anything inconsicent
therewith cantped on the Officead Sqerens Act, 1923, and any other law for e ot beung
in futer v an any sastrument Baving cifect by virwe of any taw other than thizs Act

YA, M- coun shall emeseam any sun applicatios o other procecding 1n resp=ac of
amy o oide wndes the, Ac and ne such ondzr thall bz called in question alherwise thar
hy wav v at appeal undey this AcL

ba. ! HNotnog contawmed it e At shall 2pply o the intellizense any sepore
urpanisaunn  specilios o e Schedule. bring arganisanans established by Lhie oz
Gnmrq:n: n* A0y Lformannr fuenished by such errantatians 1o tha Governmen

2 N Centry o ooonesnp gy by patficavon e the Official Gazele, amene v
Schedule hy wriuding terei any othee miellipencr or sesuniy atpanizatiop extabiian-r
by thar Gnvernpiend v apntung thercirom any otpanisation already spezificd thorein any
are the poblizatem, v iy nonficandn. such orpanisalion shall e deemeg b IMctuus;
oo A I wse e Lo ¢ o e Schedule

TTaEver padtne v v unges sulevestion 1Y) chalt be g telan cont Hoowe o
b itCa.
-
4 Naang cmide: e the oo smalt appty e such miethpmnes and secyrity
spanesanon: whis! 1R b qresife’ heosnotilcauos ot ¥ Tesal Taselle o Geae

Crovanmehl (o a1 e,

(% Liver noveln. amo ey g BB xcslan CEERF N T Y I S Y TR T 0 PRVIY T Nt S35
L artysinann.
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Si. 1) THE GAZETTE QF INDIA FXTRAORDINARY

17. (1) The Central Governmen may. by nouficayon aa the Official Gazetie, make
rules 1o carry ot the provisions of this Agi.

2) In parucular, and without prejudics to the generality of the foregoing powes, such
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, aamely:—=

(@) intervals 3t whieh maners referred to in sub-clavess () 1o (vi) of elause (&) of
section 4 shal) be publithed:

(b) e fez pavabie undzr sub-seelion (N of section 7;

(¢) the authanty before whom an appeal may be preferred under subesezion (1)
of secupn 12;

(d) any other matter whizh is required (o be, or may be, preseribed.

18. (}) The Sute Government may, by notification in the Official Gazetie, make rules
16 carry oul the provisians of this Act

(2) In panticuiar, and without prejudice to the generality af the fereguing power, such
rules may provide for all o7 any of the following matters, namely:—

(a) 1hc fee payable under sub-section (7) of secuon 7;

(b the authority befodt whom an appea may be preferred unde sub-section (1)
of sceijoa 12

() any ather manes winch i8 required 1o be, o may be, preseribed:

Providad that initially the rulss ghall be made by the Ceniral Governmem by notifi-
eation in ths Offizint Gazetic,

19. (1) Thz compsaten: authonizy may. by nowficatian 10 the Ofberal Gzzzie. make
rules 1p carry out the provisions of thix Acy

(2) In paruenlx, and without prejudize to the generadity af the foregoing powes, such
rules may provide for a)l ar any of the following matters, namzly.—

ta) the fee paynble under sub-sestion (J) of secvon 7:

{b) the anthority before whom an appeal niay be preferred under sub-section (1)
of seetion 12,

{¢) ary other maner which ix required te be, or may be, prescribed.

20. () Every miir made by the Centra] Government under this Act 3hall be laid, as
s00n as may be alter 11 is made, before e3:h Housc of Parliament while it 1t in sessich. for
3 10tal perind of thiny days whizh may be comprised 1n one seazion or in two or more
successive sessions, and if. before the expiry of the sexxion immediatcly following iz
sesston or the successive sessions aforcsaid, both Houses agree 10 making any modifisa-
tion tn the yule ot both Houses agree that the sulz should not be made, the mile shal)
thereafter iave <ffect anly in such modified form or be of no clfest, as the case may be; so,
hawever, that any such modification er annulment shall bs without prejudics 1o the validiny
of anything previousty done und=r thal rule.

{0y Bvers ouiv inwds audo B A 0y # Siate Governtiem shalr be 104, oy 000 2y
may be ali=r it 15 noulisd. before the Stle Lamsisture.

21 ¢2 1 U any aiffizulty anszs an pving offeel to Gie provisaons of this Agt the Uentral
Governmen! may, by ardzt publithed 1n the Ofigal Gazetrc, make such provigions not

Inconsistznt with the provisions of this Act s appear 10 11 to bt necessary of expedient for
removal of the difficulty:

Providsd that no such erdzr shall by made after the exprry of & prnod of two yoars
from the dale of the commencen=nl of ths Act

{2i Every wede: made under this techon shall. o3 soon a5 may bo after it i3 mods, be
Insd before cack Houso af Parliamen:

Power o
akes cala by

Power o
make rules by
Sunre
GCavemigent

Rule makiap
powsr by
Tompetent
agthoastry.

Laying al
rolta

Fower o
femav
difseives
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- SUGGESTIONS MADE BY THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2002 PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

Original Act

Proposcd Amendmenls

b PREAMBLE

PREAMBLE

A Billw provide [or freedom 1o every citizen to 12curc
azcess to informativa under the contro) of pobtic autharities,
consistont with puslic imterest, in oedzr to promats gvenneyy,
vanspareney and sscountability madministration and in
relanan to mattes connescted therowith ar ingidenn) thereto

A Bill o operutionaliss the right ¢o information by selting oat
the peacticad regime of people to sezure 3oeess to information
under the control of patlic aulhorities. consigent with public
interesy, in ordet 16 romote openness, Lansperency and
sccouatability and in reltion w0 matlsrs contvered Lharowith of
incidmial thereto.

Cuspret I PRELIMINARY

Chapler [: PRELIMINARY

I {1} This Act may be culled e Freedam of Information
Ace 2042

(1) This Act may be cafled the TUgh! (o Information Act 2004

{2) It excnds to the whoie of Indis except the Sule of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Retain

(3) 11 shalk come into foree on such date o3 the Centeal
CGovenrnent may, by nolificatien in the Ollicial Garerte,
appainy

(3) NLshal) come ints force within £20 days of {Y being enatisd.

Szcuon 1(4)

Does nat exix in the peeenl Act

(8) Where Stz legistation cxists dealing with Lhe right (o
scess information, o person will bave the right 10 seek
information under the State taw os wel) a3 under this Act, if the
information pertains to 3 subjea uadss the State i 1n
Schedule 7 of the Constitution of Indin

| Seczion 1{3)

-Douno;mu:nu:p:ﬁcnlAa

(5) Objestives of the A The objcctives of Uie AG arc (o -

Q) give cffed to the Fundamenal Right to
Infarmation, which witt coatribute to
strengthening dsmocrecy, Impeoving
govermnancs, ifcreasing public partdelpation,
promating trangparency angd neeountability in
Union, State and Locat Scif Government
Inttitutions.
e3tablish voluntary and mandaory mechanisms
or procedares Lo givo cffcet o dight [0
informslion in & manner whizb enables perwoas
(o abisin aneess to records of public authoritiss
in o swilk, effeetive, insxpensive and reasonabls
manner.
promale lansparcncy, axountability ang
elfocuve governanes of all public authorities by,
including but not limited b, empowering and
edueting all persons o

= undertand their rghts in (erms of this Azt
in order to excrerse their vights in refalion
to public authasitics;

. undzrstand the funcions and operation of
public authoritics, ang

«  elfectively participating in desision
makinp by publie authantics thol affects

Lheis piphts.

Gi)

Gii)

2 In This Act, unleas (he context ntherwise requires
(2} “appraprisle Government™ means in relation w & public
aythority esghlished  constiluicd. owned  tubuzntiafly

mantod by fundi provided direetly of inGreetly or
! contmlled-

{91t by the Catml Government, the Centeal Government,
|

“ {i) by the State Gavernment, The Stats Govemmen;
| {iid) by the tnion tertitory, The Centea Governmeny

Rewin

——

.
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{b] “compnsten aulhosey” moand-
| (i1 the Spaskes in the ease of the House of the Pespls or the
i Legiatative Aszcmbly and ¢the Chairman in Uw caac of the
| Councit of States o the bepigtanve Council; :
{1+) The Chiel Justice of India xa (he casc of the Suprem
Coum;
{tii} The Chief Jumtice of the Migh Coun in the case of o
High Count.
(iv) The President Or the Gavernor, as the case mav be, in
case af othsr authoritizs ereaicd by or under the Canstitution:
(v] Lthe sdministratur sppoimed under aricle 239 of the
Constitution

Remin

{c) ~(recdom of information™ means e npht o opbkin
tnformatoo froos any pehlic authorily by mzans gf.«

(1) 1napection, GLind of extracts and noter:

(1) Centilicd copics of any records of such publis autharity,
(it}) Disketts, (luppics or in any other efecuonte mods or
through praatouts where quch information 13 stored in a2
computzr or in any o'her grviee

(c) “Chic! [aformation Commissjoner” and “Information
Committioner”, ~State laflarmation Cammirgioner” means the
auvthoritics so appointcd urder Lhiz acr

{d} “right (o information™ means the right o oooess information
held by, tegally sccessiblc by of undzr Uie conteo! of 3ny grublic
authority and includes:

0}
(i)

(it
Giv)

Inspection of works, documents, veeords;

Taking anies 3nd extrasts and oblaining ecrtified copits
of documents or reconds;

Taking cenlfizd samples of matenial,

Olxanning information in the form of diskelies,
flopnics. Lpes. video caxsettes or in any other
clestronic mode of throuph printovts where such
information is stared in a campuler & in gny other
davice

(d} “infarmation™ mony any quterin) in any form relating to
the adninuaralion, operations o decitions of a public
authority;

(v) “informilion™ ma2ns any muterial in any form, including
records. dosuments, (e notings, memos, emails. apinions,
advices, press releases, circulass, orders, lophoake, contrasts,
rpOrts, papers. tamples, models, data, matcrial keld in any
clectronic form ong any information relating o s grivaie body
witich ean be scccased by 2 public suthonty under sny law,

(c) “prescribed™ meant prescribed by tules made under this

Ad by (he appropriste Government or the competont
authaty. as gis cate may be

Retain, reaumber ().

(I} -public authority” mcins any autharnity or body
estanlished ar constituted, -

(1) by o undez the Congitution: :

(i1} by any taw matk by the eppropeiaie Government, and
includss any other body owned, controlied or substantially
financed by funds provided directly or indirectly by the
appropriale Govermment

(£) “public authoriy™ means any authoniy or body cstablished
gr constitsted,. -

{i) by or undsr tre Constiwtion,

(i) by 3ny law made by the appropriste Government,
and includet any other body owned or enntrolled by the
approprials Governmenl and includ=s panchayat mj
ingtitytioss and olher communitly bodies, bike distict
oouncils, and villoge of loxality dorbans, performing
frublic funcuons in areas notifled wunder schedule 5 and
6 of the Constituison.

() TPublic Infermation Officer™ means the Public
Infonalion Qffizer appointed unda sub-section (1) of
scelion §;

(h) “Publie {nformatian Officer” means the Publis [nformation

5

Q(icer sppointed under sub-seelton (1) and’or {1Xa) of tcetion

) “record” snctuies-
{i) wny dumeny, mxieripe and file;

(il any micsolilm, merofiche and tasimily copy of o
docunient; -

Giid) amy reprodustion of image o imdges cnbodicd in such
microfilm (whether enturged 6 nov): end

{iv) any o=y mawdat prodaced by @ computer o7 by ny
olher devicp.

Hewamn. Renvmber i}
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(i “third p.my"- means o penon other than the parson
making o requeR for informatien and includes a public
athotits.

Reuia ftenumbes (j)

CHAPTER ) CHAPTER I
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND DDBLIGATIONS OF | FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ARD OBLIGA TIONS OF
PUBLIC AUTHORITIES PURLIC AUTHORITIES

3. Subjcet W the provision of this Act. 3B} cilizeny shall have
frcedom of infarmation

3.
havr ths nght to infarmatian.

Subject @ tht provision of this Act. all persoas hall

4 Every public authosity shall-

{8) maintain all its ecoorls, in wwek manncr and foem 23 &8
coasislent with its operaliona) requirements duly talogued
and indexed:

¢

Every public authorily shall

(3) maimus alt s records duly camfopued and
indexed, in & minner and form which fazilites the
right (o informution ot provided for in this Act,
including onsuring that all reconds, covered by the Act
that arc approprints o computerile, are within o
reasonabls time and subjeet 10 availabibity of sesources,
compulcHscd antt connected thrauph b Aetwark al) over
the country on different syziems so that authoriscd
accesy 1o tuch reosnds is feilitacd

(b) publish ¥ such intervals = may be presenbed by the
ipproprrale Gavernment or competent authority..

(i) the paniculars of i3 orpanisalion, functions and duties.

(i1} ths powers and dulics of iu officcrs and employess and
the proccdure followed by tham in the desinon making
proccss

i) the norms s=1 by the public authoniry far the discharge of
its functions.

(wy rules, regutations, instructions, manual and other
siegores of recovds under it control used by its cmployecs
for dizshargng its fuactions.

(v) the denalls of facilltics available o eitizens for obaining
informatgn, 2nd

(vi) the name, dasignation and other particutars of the Public
Information Officer;

() publish wilhin 6 months of this Act cominp into
foree and thoreaflar updats a1 teast cvery 12 months.

] The pasticutars af its organisation, furctions
ang duties,

(i) The pawers and dutict ol its a(ficers and
cmployess

Giiy  Proccderea followed during the deemsion
mekeng procoys, ingluding chains af
RIpeTvision and acceuntabitity.

{ivh Th: nomns s21 by the pablie authonry for the
diccharge of its funstions.

) Rulez, regulntions, instrustions, manuat ang
records hold by or under its control used by its
cmploytes for discharping its functioay.

(vi) A statement of the cusgurics of doaments
that are held by or und:r the control of the
public authorily.

{uti) Pariculars of mny arrangement that axigys for

consullalion with, or representalion by,

membens of the public in relation o the
formulation of policy In, of in the
administration of, the publie nuthority.

A statement listing all boards, councily,

compmitices and ather bodies constiiuted by

Iwo or more parsony, that are pan of, or that

have been established for Lhe purpose of

wiviging, the poblic acthonity, and whme
meslings are apen Lo the publie, or he
minutes of whoie meetings are availsble for
public inspestion;

(ix) A dircetory of their public sesvants, from the
level of the ficad of the depantment or hivher
cquivaient any belme

(2 Y] Ihe moalnty femunsralion (eCTIved for cach !
potilion, including the system of
comperzatiun as eatphilisiaal an forulauyny.

(xip Infosmation conceming the budgea assigned to
aach sgency, intlyding ab plans, peoposed
expenditiores and repoets an disbursament,

{xii)  The design and exezution af subsidy
programz, including the amaunts atiocated (o
them. criterin (pf axcmy, imMplementauen

(viii)

q0
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dctaify and benefigiaries

ASl cancasiont, perrnils of authprisatians
granted with theit regipients ypecified

Al information avaitable to the public
authorizy i elestronic form or capable of
being reduced to elceuonic form which is npt
exempt uder thig Act, subj=t to availahility
of resourees

the details of facititics avaikbi= to dlizens for
abxairing information, indludiag if the publis
authority maintsins & library or raading roam
that is avislable for public usc, » statement of
that fact including detgits of the address ond
houts of epening of the library e tesding
oo, and

the name, desipnatinn and ather pastreulars of
the Publiz Information Officer;

such olher information & peeseribed by ths
appropriate povernment of tnformation
Commissioner from time w time which woutd
promate transfarensy acras prblic authorivce
orin spedific public authontics, as
appropride;

{x1iiy

{x1v)

(xv)

(xvis)

on U tasis that it zhall be o constanl endvor of pudlic
autharilics to lake sieps © provide as much information o the
public suo moto al regulyr intervals (hrough various means of
communialtion £o that the public kave mitimum reort o the
usc of Lhis Act o obtain infarmatian.

(¢) publish all relevam iy enacerning importan) desigign
and policics tha  affex the public while anncuncing such
deasions and palicies

Retain

(d) give reasonts for 1ts desisions, whether agmintstrative or
quas=utheial W those affected by sush ons;

Retain

{e) beloes mitiating any projeet, pubfish a0 communicate 1o
the public gensmily or to the persans affcoied of likely w be
affzcted by the praject in particular, the fazts avaitable o it
Or © which it has reasoqablc ascess whizh ia its oplnien
should be knawn o them in the bex! intercss of nanres)

iustize-and promotion of d=nocralic principles.

Retain

Section 4(1)
Doet not exist en the presont Aet

{f) For U purpose of this section. information should be
disseminaled widcly and is o form and manner which is easlly
sceestibls and comprehemslble 10 Lthe mubic “Disceminicd™
shall mew approprialcly making ¥nown to the public the
informauon 0 be commuaicated throuph notice boards,
ntwipapers. public annognoements, medis broadeastiz, the
intemzd o other sosh mesns and shatl include inypettion al all
of the bodisa offices All mterials shall be disseminated
keeping in mind cust effcetiveness, the los! Language and the
morl effcitive method of communication in that loex aren. Such
informalion shouid be casily zceestible with the Poblic
Informalion Oflicer, where potsible in elactronic format, which

shalt be avaitabte frec ar e the cont of th= medium ar s prio a1
cm} pacc. ]

3\
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i 5 11 Evers public swthonity shall for the purposes of | 3 (1) Even putdic eutharity shall for the purposes of dus

this ¢t appoint one or more officers as Public [afarmation A davignate as muny officers &s Pubtic Information

Of(Ticers OfFcers. in all adminmserative vnits and offices und=

1 such authprily, as are nesettary to render the public

body 31 dacessible as reatonably poasible for roquesters

of information, within one month of this Ac: coming

o focee,
(8) An officer a1 each sub-divisions! level or
other appropnate sube-districa level shall be
designated a Public [aformotian Ofheer,
within Lhree moaths of this act coming into
forcc, for the puposes of this Ac He/she
shath roecive ol requests for talarmation, and
oppats, both under the state and the centra
A3ts, and pass them an to o gasigrated
suthorily for aaward transmizsion Lo the
relevant depanmentagency-
(b) Where pplicationy/nppeals are handzd
over ot the sub divisiona) or subs-distnc tevel,
an additianal period of five days would be
added (o the time of respanae specificd unda
this 8¢t in ocder tp crable ths request/appest
to be communirated o the rcleve=t autharnity.

(2) Every Public Information Officer shall dmab with requests | Retnin
(or information snd shall render reazsonatibe emismnce to any
pereahn secking such information.

3) The Public Informnation O(ficor may se2k the axtiatance | Retain
of any ather efficer as he eongidsrs nesessary for the proper

cucharpe al bis duties

(4) Any afflicer whose amsistanee has been scught uadsr sute [ (3) Any offico wWhass assistanes hag been soupht under sub-

sestion (3), shall rende all pssistance o the Public tection (3) shall render all assistnnes ©v the Public

Information Offices sccking his nzsistanse Information Officer secking hisfnzr sssisones and be
vwted 83 & Public In(armalion Offieer (ot the purposss of
the penalty provisiony in this Act

6 A pcron desiroms of obtaining information stall | 6. (1) A person destrou of obhining information ghall make

make § reques in writing o throuph clctironic means, (o the s roquest s writng of Lireugh clecwonic means in

concemed Public  (nfopmation OMlcer specifying the English or in the officts) Lngtape of the arca in which

pasticulars of the informatian sooght by him. the appilealion i3 being submitted, ro:

(3) the Publie Infermatian Olficer of the relevant
public authorily,
(b) other designated Public Informalion Officers,
as specificdin ${18 )
specilying the particutars of the information sought by |
him/par,

Provided that where sush request canaot be made in willing | Resain
the Public Information Officer shafl wnder all rewonable
assislance (o the person making the request onally to reduce
e in watine.

MNew Section 6 {2)

Dues ot o3 10 dresent A

6 (2) An applicamt for accets o informntion shal nat bx
mquired o pive any reasen for rocquesting acces to Ihat
infurmation or any other persony! d2inits except Lhats agLTITANY

L —— . _ . | fot canucting the applicant.

' 6431 (1) Whoe an application 3 made (6 o 'ebhc Adthoeny for
Now Section 6 (3 + information:
Dot noc exist 1n Wie present Acy (n) which i3 held by another Public Authanry, or

(by tre subject mata of which 15 more closely
connected with the functions of chother Public

. Authorivy.
the firg menlioned Pablic Authority shall vansfer the
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appiacatinn o¢ ssch gan of it a3 may De appropnalr to
1221 cther Public Asthority and thall infoem the
apphcant immzdiscely of the wansfer.

(21 A rrmnsfor of an agplication pursiant to uheection (1)
call be make a1 soon as peacticdie ben not Lter
thin § days afler the date of meeipl of the application

. (k) On rerepe of o request under section 6. the
Public Information Officer ghall as expeditiously as potsitle
wd in wny cazc within Lhurty dayz of the reeeipe ol thre
tequesy cither provide the informaies requesied on paymenl
of yozh [os a3 may be preseribed or reject the request Tae any
of e ceasans specificd in tections B and 9.

Provided that where the informalion soupht for concomd the
life and libesty of o person, the sume should be provided
withun [orty~cight bowus of Lhe reecipt of the request

7(1) Subject o section 3. b gecunn (tb) above and ssction 7.

U2 I o Public Information Offseer (atls o give the Jeeition an

sub-section (3)a)below, on receine of » requen undar
sceuon 6. Wic Puble Informaunn Qfhce thall as
oxpeditiously os possibie amd in any czsc within fifteen
days of Ihe recerpd ol the request, cither provide the
informalion requestcd on goyment of meh fee a5 moy be
(rescribed or reject Wie request for any of the r=asons
specificd in setions R and 9.

Providzd thal where the inlormalion sough for concerma
the life and liberty of a person, the sams should be
providss within fony-clght hours of 1he recaipt of the
requss.

a el for warens 0 Lhe rerquesior coneemed within the
pencd  cantempiited (b section (1), the  Tublic
inlomstion OM2er would, for the purposes of this Acw be
regardsd as having refused the equen

Prorvided further thal where o o dacded to provide the
information on paymem of any futher (e represénting the
coz1 of groviding the information, hs shall send zn Inkmalicn
to the person making the request, giving the dstails of the
fess determined by him, requesting him to deposil the fees
and the period intervening benween the dispatch of the suid
iimation and payment af fecs stall be excluded for the

parpoze of calsulating the period of thirty days referred to
ahave,

{3} Where 118 desided La peovide Lhe informalion an payment

of any further (et representng Lhe eoli of providiag the

ihformanon, th: Publiz Information Officcr shall zend 2n

intimatian to the persan making the requesy, giving:

{a) the details of Tuch fees s detormined by him, showang
tha calculations as per the B2 W proscribed rates,
fequesting him to depmil the (ee, and the period
intervening berween the disprtsh of Ihe saud mtumation
and paymen af fzes zhall be excluded for the purpase
of calzulating (he perind of fifteen days relerre2 10
above,

(b) information coogeming hes/her riphis with respest to
revicw ths desision 83 o the amount of fees charped
and/or the form af atcea providad, including the
contact datails of the pppellats authority, time limin,
proceis nnd any relevant forma

Now Section 7 (4)
Dae: rot exest in L present Act.

7 (4) Where s2cess (6 8 record o o part thereof i3 (o be piven

umzer this Act and th: person 10 whaen aeeess it 1o be grven
haa & sensary disabiliny, the public autharity will provide
asyistance 10 cable s2ee1s o Lhe infomation, inctoding
providng sasistance with inspection s epprosxiale.

New Section 7(5)
Docs RS exist th the present Act.

T 5X0) Subjest w0 tub-3czuons (B) and (€] belaw, where aceess

ta information it to be given in the form af printes copies,
o copi=t in some other form, such 23 on tape, Jitk, (ilm or
nlher materinl, the applizam shall pay e presarided fec
b} Anv {ee payshie by the apalicar shall e reasnnatle.
ano shat! 1n no cast execed the ool cost of copying the
infarmating o- in he esC of tomplés nfmawenals the cou l
ul obi:Mng Wi sxmph _and 1halt be et viu regulations o w !
enanimym imil aking account of the geners! prineiple that
fexs thoyld not be g1 1o hrgk that they end=mine Lthe
obeclives al Lhis Aa in praclice

(¢tNptwithaanding subsection 13). where 5 public suthany
faits o comply wilh the ume hmits gpecilied in section 7.
any peeess (D enfamation (o which the arplicant i cntitled
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' pursuani (o his request thall be provided free of charge,

(1) Before taking any decisiod wnder sub.sruon (1), the
Pollic Information Officer shall vkr e considzralios the
represeniation made by a third A under sectiom | 1.

P —

Retain, Renumber 7 {6)

(1) Where o requint 8 rejected usder subxection (2) the
Publlic Informatioa Officer shal! communicate t the person
making request.

(v the reagnns (of such rejaclion,

{u) v peniod within which oo agp=al spaingt aueh repcuon
may be preferred.

fisi) the particulan of the appeitaie authomily

Rewin. Renumber 7(7)

¢4) Information shall ordinarily be peovided in the form (n
which ¢f s soupht untess it would disprogortionately diven
Lhe rescurces of the peblic authonty or would be datnmanai
[0 the gafetv or aresesvalian of the cecord in quettion.

Retain Renumnber 7 (B)

b3 {1y Noiwithsuanding anything  kerein  before
contanzd, the following informalion net being information
relaling o any matter referred (o o sub-gaction (2), stall be
axmpted {rom diselosure, pamety:-

{2} informaton. e  digeinsute of  which  would
pesudically affect the sovaroigary and imcgrity of Indis,
gezurity of the Stue, ftrategic scuertific or econamie inlerest
of india or condum of intamatisnal relations;

by wformation. the dJisclowre of which  would
prejwlicisly affeat public safety and order, datection and
tnvestization of an offencr o¢ whith may lead © an
incteent o commul an alfence o prejudianally afle fur
tnal or affudication of a pending case:

te) informstione the delmore of which would
projudiclally alfect the condutt of Centre-State relations.
induding informatinn exetanped in confidence between the
Central and Si31e Governments or any of theis authocidies ar
ageact;

[].] Cabinet papers Insluding rroords of celiberation of
Lhe Councll of Ministers, Sesretanes and other ofTices.

(&) Minuies or records of advice inctuding lzgal
advice. optnioas of rrommendations made by any oflicer of
a puhlic authority during the decison making firoccss prios
Io Lhe exezulive decision or policy formulation;

n Trads or commercial secrets protested by Law or
informatign, the disclosure of which would prejudeially
affect th: legitimatz economic and eommoreial intoeay o
th competilive pasitiod of o public authoeny; or would
Suss enfair gain or loss w6 any person; and

w Information, the disclasure of which may rowit (n
the breach of privilsgss of Parfament of Uie Lepisianee of &
Sute, er coatravenuon of o favlul o of & court

¢ 0) information which relates 16 persanal wformanion

£(1) Noiwithetandinp anythiog contuned in thiy At there thal)

be no obligation 1o pive kny person:
(8) safoemation, disclosure af which woutd
grequdisially affest the sovereignly ond int=grity of
India, the security, strazegic, scientific or coconamic
interents of the State, retation with foreign Stziz of lead
Lo incitement of an ofTeoee;
(t) information which has been expressly fortidden to
be publistied by any court of faw or tribenal or the
dusclavare of which mmy cangiwie contamt of court |
¢} information, "the disclosure af which woutd cause g
breach af priviiege of Parliament of the State
Lepitlawre ;
d¥infarmation inzluding commerciad confidence, tade
seorzts o intellectun! property, the disclasure of which
wauld hasm the competitive patition of a Lhird party,
unless the Competen! Authority is xatisiled Um larger
public imMcrest warrans the dnclogure of such
iaformazion ;
(c) information svaflabie © & person in his fiduciary
relalionship, unlexs the Competent Authority is
nlsfizd that the darger public interess warmnts the
dizclature of such infarmation ;
(D) informalion reesived in confidence from foreipn
govemmeny;
(&) informalion, the diselosure of which woxdd
oxdanger the tife or phytical safety of soy person ar
{dentify the suurce of information or astisanes given
in confid=nce for Law enforeement or ssauity purpases

(k) information which would impede the proecss ol
{nvestigalion or spprehension o progeanion of
offenders ;

(i} cbinet papers in¢luding recosds of deliberatians
of the Council of Minisizs, Secretanes pnd glher
oflicers, provided Ml the decisions of Council of
hlinisia s, Un seusens Brooul, uns W bkle ai un e
banis of which the decusions were taker thall be
muk paldin sfier e decision Lias been taken, and
the mattes o complets, or over, provided fynher tha
thoss matlen whueh eomz undor the caempliont
Iistzd in Sectson B ghall not be diselosed.

thy desclosurs of whizh hay no relabenthip to any
pubiic activity or Intaress, of which would cage

unwamantzd invagion of tie privacy of the individual
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uniess ¢he Infarmanon Office o the apellaze authormy,
s the case empht be. is galizfied (has the larger puble
interest qustifica the disclosure of such infarmation.

Proviced tha the information, which Qnoaot be
denicd v the Parliament or 3 State Legistawre, ghall
nos be enied 1o v person.

Notwithsiznding anything in the OMizal Secrets
Ad 191) noe 2ny of the eacmptions permitsible in
accordance wilh scctian 8 (1) o public guthonly myy
sllow acccss lo information, of public tnteret in
diszloxure owweighs the harm to the profected
increst

[2) Subject o the provisions of clause (a) of sub-section |,
any infarmation eclatlng to any ocoumence, everi o Mmapsr
which has 1ken plaze, occurred or happensd twenty-five
years before the dits oa which any request 3 made under
sacuon 6 shall be providzd 10 any person making 2 equent
unJer that scction

(]

Suhjees to the provisions of elune () and (1) of sub
section | of sziion §, any information retsting o sny
ocoumence. event or mater which has taken plxce.
octummed or mpptned ten years before the date an
which any request o madc ander sectian & thall be

provided (0 3ay perton making 8 roquest ander that
eition

Provided that the muatters covered by Sub-Scction §(3)
£nd Sub-Scction 8(() may be diselgyed afier tweniy-
five years

Providzd (hot whore any question ssisss a3 (o the date from
which the said period of tweniy-five years Ess o be
campunzd, the deasion of the Centrnd Government shall be
final.

Proviged that where any qusstpn anses o3 o the dale
fram which the s3id period of 1en yean or twersy-live
hxs m be computed, the dafion of the Union
QOovanmenl 3l be {inal, subpest to the wsual 2ppals
provided [or in thus agr

9. Without prejudice to ke grovisians al section 8 A
public informmatior officey may rge & mequest [or
tnfommation also where suzh request-

(a) 13 OO foneral in nature o it af fush a natere thay, haviag
repard to the velume of information required to be retrlevedd
or prosesscd would invaolve uareaspnadle doermon of Lhe
resourecs o poblic suthority or would adversely interferc
wilh the funzlioning of such suthonty:

frrovidcd that where such request i3 rojecied on O pround
that the requer is 100 general, it would be (e duty of the
Public Information Offiecr 10 rendsr halp 83 far w3 pastible
to the person ﬁnhng foquest to reframe his sequest in such o
manncr as may facilitate complisnce with i

{b} rclies v informalion Lhat & required by law, cules,
regulntions or ardars to be published a1 a particuly tims and
such information is fikdy to be w published within thirty
days o the receipt of such requett; or

(¢l relates W information ha! 8 contaned n gublished
' molenzl avaslinle (n poble:

L}

(d} telate. (v infurewlivo which Would CUUST Uawarmanted
invesion of the privacy of amy person. .

9 Wilhoul frcjudiee s the proviuoas of wection K, o Public

Lnformatios OfTicer May rejest a requren {07 inforration
where 3uch a requett for providiag 22xcss would involve an
infringemen of copynight subsisting wn o persan other Udsan
the Suatc.

Y
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[t (11 If a requeat for azeess (D Informonon U irjested

on T pround (Xt d 18 ia relanto 1O informanse which o
aempied {rom disdogure, then aAstwilhstanding anvihunp
contatned «n Lhis ALt aceess may be grven to that pan of the
eeord which dozs not obiwn any jnformauon thas 18
exempted from disciosure under this Aot ang which ean
reasonably be severed from any pant that comeng exerapied
igfaemation

Rewan

[042) Whnese neeets ix granted lo 3 pan of the recors «n
axardance with sub-secuan (1) the person eaking the
raques thall be imformed

13) Ul only gt of the rcord roqoested, afler
iveranee of the record eontaining inlormatian whish s
exempled from disclasure, |s beinp fumithed: and

) of thz provitiont of the Act undsr which the scvered
pUt i3 exempied from disclngure

10(2) Whert secess is grami=d 10 2 pan of the record in

stoordince with subzction (1), the Public Information
OlTicer ¢hall send o aotice t the opplicant, advising:

(8) thalonly part of the recurd requesied, ater severance
of the record contalning information which is
exempaied from disclosure, o3 being furnished, and

The reasons Jor e d2cition, inzleding any Gindings on
any maena) quistions of facy, referring to the auteria)
e which thost findingt were hesed,

The name and dewgnation of the person giving the
desision. and

Dezils of the fees dazrmined by him/Mher and
requasting tie applicant (o deposit the fees;
Infmation concerning hivher rights with re3ped b
fevizw of Lhe desition reparding non-disclasure of pan
of the information, the amagunt af fees shorged andvor
the form of azexgs prrovided, inCiuing the contact

datails of the appellats body, Ume limns, process and
any rclevant forms;

(%)

{b)
{x)

()]

(1) (I)%mamﬂienﬂtmiryinlm&hdﬂdm:any
information or record, or pan therof on eouey! made
undsr this A whizh relates o, or 23 been wpplicd by 2
thurd pany and has bemn tresiad as conlidentiat by (hat third
garty, the Public Information Officer shall within twenly«
five days fromn the reeeipt of 3 rogoest, give writies aptice 40
suzh third party of the request and of the fa= that the public
suthority intends to disclose the information ¢ rogen. or
pant thoreall

Provided thnt oxeerr 10 the case of rade @ commersial
secrets prodected by Law, digclasuie may be allowed if the
publiz inlerest in discloture owrweights in importanss any
postible harm or injury to the inierests of such gany.

{2} where o nolice iy given by the public infoamation offiees
ander sub-scetion (1) 1o o thid party in respect of any
informalian or record o pan thereof, tie third gary shall,
within twenty days [rom the daue of issuance of nolice. be
given the oppottunily 10 make representation sgainst the
propestd disclature

() Newrithsuanding saything conlained in sestion 7, the
publiz informntion officer shall, within soxty days ofler
receipe of the requeg under sectian 6, if Lhe third party has
beem given an opRCMLmity 10 make represcnraion undar sub-
section (2). make » decusion a2 (o whether of oo us disclivee
ke M 1aMIANON of record o pant Uuseul and give In LT
th= Aptze of hie d=sigion 1o the turd perty.

41 A ot given dander sub-soctivn (34 sl (holudi o
suematl tha! the third pany to whoen Lhr fotice i piven 13

cebicd Lo pe=(cr an pppeal spame the decasian vader eclioa
2.

1. (1) Where a gublie authority intends (o disclose eny

information or recard, of pan thereof & & reques) mads
undzr this Act which relates w, or bas been supplied by
8 thire party andt his been treated xs eanfidential by that
third panty, the Public information OfMicer chal), within
five days from the rcipe Of & roquest give writtes
nolize Lo 3uch third panty of the request and of the [act
that the pobliz puthority intends o diselose U=
infarmation or record, or pan thereol mad invile the third
pArty o make o submission, ie wriling of orally,
regurding whesher the infarmatios should be digelnsed,
whith submision chall be taken ino sccount when
dxtermining whether w disclose the (nformation.

Prowided that coeept in the case of lRde of commerncial
secrets protecied by low, disclosure may be aflowed it
the publc memxt in  distlosure  oulweighls 1
importance 1ny poitibie harm et injury to the inleress
of ruch pany,

(1 where 2 natice is given by the public  information
officcr undoy sub-1ecdon (V) 10 & ture party in respeat of
ny informaties or record or 2N thereof, the thisd party
shafl, within ten days from the date ol souanee af notier,
De given the orpartunily Lo maxs reqresenisiion agsrch
th: proposed desclozure

(2} Nutwilmlating unylineyg oeiajicy i sechh ), the
putlic infomation officer shalt, within luenty daya eflr
recetpe of the requsst gnder section 6. if the third fany
has bezn pavee ey oppontunily (0 make ropresentalion
ender pib-seation (), make o decition as (o whether or
nal 1o disclose U information or recoed o pan thereal
and give tn wiiiog the notice of hi decision to Use thind
party
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() A notiec pwven wnder sub-scction {3) thatl ingluds a !
fatement tay the thrd pany 10 whom the natiss 1 given

& enutled to prefer an sppead aguingt the decisian under
section 12(2)

Settioa 13(1)

A new tecuan (o be imtrodesed

12()

(iXa) The Fresdent shall appoint or desipnate 8 Chael
Informstios Commisssaner for alf maters pertining 1O
the Umee Such appointment shall be made o the basss
of o recommendation made by an Appolnnng
Commicer gresided by the Pnmc Mimaer, wth the
Leader of Oppositian in the Lok Sabha and the Chief
Justics of Indin a5 memben,

(iXb) The Govemer ghall appesnt ar desigaate o Stalc
Infermatinn Commissioner foy ofl matiery penaining to
the Staie Such appointmen 1hall be made an the basis
ol recommendzsion mads by on Appoiating Commitiee
presided by the Chiel Minins, with the Lade of
Oppaiition 1n the Lepisiative Assembly and the Chuef
Jusuce of ths High Court ag members

(i) Information Commigtioners may be appainicy by
UtPruid:uoth:Gomor.ulhccumyb:.m
consutiion  with (he  opprophiate  Appoumting
Commilice ano the Chief laformetion Committioner or
State Informatien Commishoncrs. a3 Lhe =uc =ay be.
{(iil) Every Chief Information Commussioner, Suc
Information  Commissisney and  Infocmation
Commissianey thall be a person with wids Ynowledge
and cxperienee of administaton and goscraanee,
and/os b penon with high public stature.

{iv) The Chief tnlocnadicn Comrmmussion=rs and any
tnformatien Commixsioners shall not be members of
Prrliamzni or members of the Legislative of any Stats or
Union Territory and shall aat hold any other office of
profit and thall nat be codnected with any pafiteal party
or bo caxrylag on any business or praciice any
professinn:

(v) The requivite budgezary sflocationg for the
emoluments ard expenses, Including offize expenaes, of
Lhe Chacf Inlormation Commussioner and of glher
Informalion Commixsioasrs will be provided by the
Goverament of India through speeiat bodpetary
provisioni madc available (o the respoctive s1ates out of
the Union Government Budgey.

tvl} The Chuef Information Commussion=r and of other
Information Commissioners shall function
Buloaomowly withoul being subjected b Aincciions by
any other autharity and would be under the
sdmimatrative contro) gf the Governmeny of India,
Minisuy of Persoanel, Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievancey

{vii) Rvery parsan appoinied as o Chicf [nfomalion
Commuzsionz ar an Informalion Commistioner shafl
hald affice far a 1&rm of five vears trom bt date oo
wihisth 0t enters upon N office. 11Ine win e o
cligible for rexpnointment

j 4 (hi Any person sggnieves by 8 decxsinn of the
Public infermation offiser may, within thiny days of receipy
or:ud\dnuynn‘mfumaspalwrmhlul}mn Al )
| bx prescribed.
Provided that such authonity may entcasin the appeal aher
e expeny of the waid penod of thiny days if it §3 satisfied
thay the appellant was prevented by sufflcient cause from
filing the epocal In Ume.

2 Mo) ANy ponon wh docs Gl seceivr o oo, e tha .

Ume period spesificd e Seetion 2 1) 1 (I Na) above, or
1 aggneved by decion of the Puble informaticn
afficer ma), wittun thirty days of the cxptry of <uch a
period or of reecipl of such a d=nisioa. preler an wopesl
to an appellate amhorits prescribed for (he NTROTS
cich depanment and 14m19y ir mank . thr Public
tnlormzton Officer.
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i) A szoond opped] opainst the desisian undsy sub-sectior
o1 shall he wathir thurty d3yx of sueh decigion o the Cancral
Gogmment o the St Govemnment or e competent
[ awthordy, 23 ths &8¢ nay be:
) Provided 3 e Central Govemment o the Suuc
Government or the compelen: authonty . a3 ths gasc may be,
muy entenain the appeal aficr the expiry of the xld period of
tirty axy3 il is siglicd tae the appellan wm provenied
% sufficiem causs from filing the appea! 1o kme.
. (3} The appeals referred (0 19 wb-xensions (1)) aad (2) shall
% dispas=d of within thiny days of the reeipe of such
appeals or within fuch extendsd penind, as the e may be.
{x seasons to b2 reconded in wriling,
14) If the azeison of the public wnfommation officer against
which the apped! 13 preferved untsr gubetection (1) or (2)
MWD reiies 1o mformaan sf turd pany, the appeliage
ugnority xhal! give a reasanable apportunity of being heard
lo thar third party

Frov

1ded thar sueh authanie may entertain the appes?

afier the expn of the taid period of thirty days if it is
tatisfed thar tse appellanl way provented by sufficien
caute (rom filng Lhe appeal in ume .

(1i) A sceond sopeal agair the decizion {or Lazk af i)
undzy sub-secuan (13, shall ie within 90 days from the

ume by

which the dzcision should Rave been mare o

was scunlly rezenved, wilh the relmvant
ChieffStaenlarnation Commissiones;
Provided that (he relevant ChieState/1n fonmalion

Commixsiontr ma) entertun zn 3ppeal ofter the expiry
af Ihe said penod of ninety deys if ¢ i3 3aLisfied (ha the
sppcliant was prevenicd by sufficient cause from fibag

the appeal in time

(1))Where an appeal 1 bang preltrred apunn
an ordcr cade by W Pudli Inlormabon
Officer undx Sectlon 11 to disclose “thyd
pry” information |, e appeal by e
concemed third party muu be made withio
therty days of the erder.

(Il the decision of the Public Infomuticn
Officer opainm which ths appeal 13 prefemed
reftics to infermatian of B Chied pamy. the
relevan Informaton Commussianer shall grvea
reasonable opportunity of being heard (o that
third pany

(v] In oy 2ppeal proceedings, th: ones o
peove that ¢ denia! of o mqusst was justified
will be an ihe public Authorcity that denied the
mauesl.

1)) ADpeals o any appeliate
authontyloformation  Cammisuono thall ke
ditposes of within thirty days of the reeeipt of
the eppcstsor within such extended period, ot
exccoding » ta) of fory five days from e
dalz of filing of app=al for ecasony o b

recorded (b writing,

vii}) The decision

of the Information

Commissaner shall be binding.

(viil)

In hivhe degiion. the relevaa

Informalion Commizsione hys the power a:

(&)

{(m

1T

mxuire Uhe publiz suthority (a take Ty suzh

Mep2 B3 M2y be noexerlry (o bring itints

complisnce wth the Aet, inclodmg by,

1] nroviding access o information,
includifig o ¢ particelar fam,

€ii) appainting 20 enformatge ollicer,

i) publishing conain informatinn and/nr
categories afvaformation;

(iv) making cxtain chanpes toits
praciices in «chation to the keeping,
managemznl and destrustion of
reorrds,

.-, i nalaatip e prov o O Baniuny
on ths nght 1o saformaton for its
ufTiaai,

(vl prowviding him o ho with an annual
Tport s wom planzc with 3e=tign
L11-11

mguu e public 60dy to compenssis e
complainant {or am less or other detnment
wilered

impote A0y of the peralucy pyvanlabie unger thiy
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Act. o

() re)eqr Uy ypphcauon
{ix) The Information Commisuoner shall serve
noeice of his/her Gecinian nzloding any sights
of appral. 0 bath the complsinang and the
public authority .
(x) A demsion ol the  Information
Commusioner may br appaled to e High

Coun ¢ (he Supreme Court. on any point of
21 gnd Law

———

Section F2()Y

A nzw wection 1 be ymmduccd

11(3)

Powen of ihe Chicf Information Commuissioncr/Stote
Infocnanon Commissiocers/Information
Commistioners
(1) Subject to thit Acx. the Chief Informatioa
Conmigtioner /Stste Iaformatian
Commissioners/Informution Cammissioners shall
reccive and iventipate complainis from posony:

{2} who have been unable 1o submit » request t o
Public tnformation OMicer, cither because none
has been appointed as requured under the Act or
becawxs the Public (nfarmalian OfMices has
ecfused o seCep their application.

(b} who have bers refuscd acecds 10 information
requested undsr (s Ak,

(¢} who have ot been given a me¢ponsc ar goeete
Lo infarmaton within the time limits required
ander thir Act;

{d) whao bave been required 16 pay an amount
under the {ee3 proviaions that they consider
unreasanabie;

(¢} wha beheve tul they have been given
meompiete, miskcading o false informatipn under
this s

(D) in rapect of 2ny other marter relaling 1o
requestmp of abluning access to reoords under
this Act

2} Where 5 Chief Infamalion Commutiontr/Sute
Infoernation Commissianerfinlamation Cammizziones
is satitfied that there are reasonable grounds
investigate o matcr rolating 10 requeRing oF obtaining
accoxy Lo records undcr thiy Acl, he/stiz may inltiate a
complain? in respect thereof.

(3) The Chief Infbrmaton Commusoner/Suxe
Infocmatipn Commizsanerdinformation
Commitrioners bave, in relation o the carying out of
the invextagation of any complant ander Uts Acl,
powsT
(3) t summon and enforce the apperanes of
persons and compel them Lo give oml or
wrillen rvidmee an aath and Lo produce such
documents end thinps 23 the Commistioncr
deems eofquite w the full invwtigauon and
VAL LT IS Ui U AP In. WO W 2R
manne ond o (ke sante exiend B3 a supenar
count ol rpoxd
{b) to adminiiter anihe
(€] ta teceive and accepe tuch cvidence and otha
nformation. whethes on oath or by affitiavit
or otherwise_ as th= relevani Informatian
Commuzsioner sees fit, whethier or ot the
cvidence o Informausn i of Wwould be
admizzibls 1n & arun of law,
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10) 10 enter any [wemises occupacd by any
govemmzal insitulian on saLislying 2ny
securily requiremerts of the ingtitution
relaung 1o the premises;

(£) W convese i pavate with any person in amy
premiscs entered pursuant o parapraph (d)
and othanwise cirry oui therein sich ingquiries
wilhia the auharity af the Chief Iaformarion
Commissioner «nder this Act 23 0
Commiaxioner sees Nit, ang

(N o cxaming or oixatn copaes pf o extacts
(rom books or ather records (ound in any
fremises enered pursuan (o pampaph (d)
containing any alater relevanl o the
imvestgation

(&) Toimpatc the penalties proscribed undzr this
zct, after giving duc apportunily o the
concerned offizal of besng heard

(4) hotwithsanding any other Act of Parlament or any
prvitcpe under the law af evidence, on Chiefl
Informuion Commissioner /State Information
Commusicners/informalion Cammissionen may,
drring the inetstighlion of any complaint under this
Aa, mxaming any record to which this Ad applies Lha
13 uader the controb af A government instihnion, anc no
sush record may be wiithheld from any Cammussianes
an any grounds.

(3WA! tac powers of ths Chue! Information
Commissioner would also be enpoyed by the State
Information Comenissionzrs and other Information
Commissianers, within their jurisdictions,

Section 12 (4)
New s2ction to be insericd

()

(2)

(1

12{4} Penalues

Subjent to sub-geciian (1), where any Public
tnformauon OMecy has. withaun any reatsnabic caute,
failed 1o supply the Information sought, withis the
pencd specified under section (1), the relavant
Informatien Commissianer thall, on appaal, impose &
peralty of rupees two bandred ond fifly, which amoun
trrst be increated by regulation o1 1eas ence every five
yara. for cach day's delay in fumishing the
wfermabion, after gyving such Public Informaton
Oficer 2 ceasonable oppommity of being heard.
Sutjcat (o sub-xcetion (3), where it [s fovnd in appeal
tha: any Public Information OfMcer has -
()  Rsfused to receive wn applicalion far
- wfomatian,
{l)) Mal fide donied a cequen for information;
(i) Koowinply given incomect or migleding
infarmanan,
() Knowingly pven wrong o  incomplelic
wlarmation,
i) Doviyed mfomanm subiect W a renuest af
1wy Ubsirulacy the 2CUviUcs of b +AOK (IOMAALAN
Oflicer. any (n{nmalinn Cammitonner ar the |
[ETT0 1
IKesthe would have commited an ofTence and will be
bz upon summan conviction 1o a fing af aot less
fhan rupees Lwo thousand and impnsoneenl of vp 1o
five yrarx. or both
Ao officer whase asutunee has been supnt by the
Publaz Information Officer for the perfarmance of
te/ha dulies under thn Ac thall be liahle for penalty
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(3)

15 preseabed in sob-sectians (1) ang (2) jeintly with
U Publie Infor=atson Officer ar 3=veraliy =3 may be
dee:ded by the reisvant Information Commissiones
Any fints impesed under sub=sectans (1) (2) ond (3}
hall be recovenable (rom the salary of the concemed
olMlicer, inctutiag the Public Infarmatinn OlMices. or
no salary i3 drawe, & an yrrears of nd revenue,
recoverable wathio a maximum of ux months of e
ord= impating t fine.

Tht Public laformation Officer or any athier ofTicer oa
whom the penally undsr sub-teotoes (1), (2) and (3) is
impased shall uisg be liable to eppeopriare digeiplinary
aczion undes he servicr rales applicable 1o fum
Provided Lhat is Qaey where the oflizz u proved
guilty of detibarstz denial of information ot
miginformation, &e punithmae imposad ghall be 3
major penalty, b, dismissa) oc removal or reduction in
ank

CHAPTER 13 MISCELLANEOLUSS

CHAPTER [I1 MISCELLANEOUS

13 No gust. prosecution at oth kepal proceeding ghal)
bc sgunst any person for amything whizh it in pood faith
dont or 1ntonde) o be done undzr this Act or any rulc quade
fhercunder

Retin

14. The peovitions of it Aa sthald bave eflect not
withianding soything incontittent therewnth coctatned (n
ths OfTicinl Seerels Ay, 1923, and any olher iaw [or the time
bewny (n foree o in any instrrae kaving effesd by viws of

- mm law olher toan this Act

flctain

15. No count shall entenain any suit, spplcation or
athe proceeding in e3pact of 2y order made under Gus Act
and no sush ardzr shall be called in guestian othenvise than
by way of an esom) undzr thix Aal

Retia

[ (I) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply Lo the
imellipence anod secusity orpanissBions. specifisd in the
Schodule being arpapizations epablished by the Centmal
Governmen: @ any informatico (urmished by sueh
argansations 1 thal Governmex

(2) The Ceninl Government ey, by notification tn the
oflicisl Gazetr amend the Schedrde by includmg therein
w1y olver inteliipence or secutity ocpanization cstblithed by
by povernment os omiuing hercirom any orginlsation
slpsady spedified thergin and en the publicatios of nech
nolification. such organisation shall be deomed to be
wncluded tn or. o3 the caze may besomliled frem the
Schegule

(3) Every natification issuced under sub-secuon (2) chall be
Lad telore each house of padiament.

{4) Mathinp comained in this Aa shall spply v such
inelligenss and secunty organis2tions which may be
serified. by o noufication in the official gazetic, by o xalg
Lrevsnrase (s tme e me

(3] Every nouficatian issucd wadsr 3ab scctian (4), shall be
ivd & love e qiaie lopitioturg

t

13

(V) Nowting corslned in this Act shall apply 1o the
intlligense and wecurity orgacitapoes, specified in the
Schedule being arpanizations establiched by the Union
Governmenl or any wnformation fumished by such
orpaniclions 1 Bt Government

Providkd (hat informition pertaining to
ahsped violabons of humsan rights, to the life and
(iberty of humin beings and o the allegatioms af
coxrupdion wil) aol be excluded under this ctause,
(2) Tht Union Governmen rmay, by nolfication in the
afficia Qazette, amend the Schedole by inctuding
thortin eny other inlelligence or ity organtRtion
esmhllshed by that governmem o omitling theeefrom
By ofganisition already spesifizd therein and oo the
pwhlication of sueh notificatice, sueh orpanisation thal)
be deemed o be included o az, B3 the casc may be
omitled [rom the Schedule
() Every notification itued und2 sub-section 2) shall
b= laid beTors o=h houw=s of pricme:e
{4) Nothing containcd in Lus Aa shall opply Lo such
muzllipunze 1ad teeunty arpgaamiinge which may be
speaafied, by 3 sobficalion cn the officint gazelte, iy »
tale Governinen! from time 1o ime. Providzg (hal
nformntion peruining to slleged wistalions of hvman
rights, to the lift and libenty of human beings and o the
slicgxions of eorruphian will nat be excluded under
this ¢lause

|
t3) Fvery nanficslion izucd undg sub secuon {4), |

4i
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shul pe Iid Befoce the pate temirtature.

Scnon 164

New seion 1o be (iserted.

L[]

IbA Mamionng and Reporung

The Cruef Infarmauon Cammusicaces/Sunte Informavon
Commaiigners/Infocmanon Commussioness shall, ay sbor
as prochizzbie after 1he end of each vear. prepare » repert oo
the implemantdtion of this Act during thar year and caust a
copy of the repart 10 be bid belore the Jegistatures of the
concemed state and each House of the Pardumeny

Each respansible depariment/ministry shatl, in relation o

the public authoriugs withun thesr jurisd:cuoa, collees ang

provids such information o the Chue{fStae! Infoemation

Commussioness B\ i reguined (o prepare U repdd under

this tccion. pnd shall comply with any peescribed

requiremmi conceming the furmishing of thn information
and the keeping of records for the purposes of this section

Each report shall, ot o missmum, state in respert of the year

Lo which the repon retaie

() the aumbzr of cequests made o each publiz authonly:

(b) the number of decimons Lhay an applicant was not
entitled to pee 3 1D & documenl purswant {0 & request,
thr provinions of tho Act imdar which thaosg declssons
wire made pnd e numbea of times cach provision was
involied;

(c) the number of asptah =y n the Infocmation
Commusipners (6r review, the nature of the
complaints and the outcome of the appeate:.

{d) partzulan of any dssiplinan ecuon uken azains zay
officer in rxpec of the admuaustration of this Atk

{c) the amoum of charpes sollested by cach mublic
ahority under Ry AL

(D any facts which indicate an cffan by pebfic suthoritics
o administer and impiement the spint end intention of
thiz Act.

{p} meommendstiany (or reform. including
eommencaunm 12 rapect of parucular public
wthonities, fae the developmens, impmvement,
modemisation, reform ar amendmenl af this Agt or
other legislatian or common law o any pcher enatter
relevant 10 operationalising the right 1 agcews
informalion, as appropnatc.

The Unien Government Ministry responsibic for the

ndmlasuation af this Az, 08 5000 &8 pracucable after the

end of cach yeal, prepare 3 summary repon on the

implermarauon of this Ac duning tha! year and cousa n

cony of the tepon 16 be latd belarr the concgmed stale

Iegirlatures and cazh Houss of the Purflament, drawing oo

the informartion provided in the reports af the Chief

Infermation Commissianens for cach State,

il i1 eppears to ony Chicl Information Commissioner that

Lhe practite of & public amharity in eelation to the exercse

of its (ynctiany under this At does nol conform with

provisane of piril of the Act _3/r may prve (o the
authonty o rnnummendutinn mu:ihnng U steps which
nuzht o bezMho: ojznm:- S b M peTTURng ST
conformity.

| Section V61

Wew section 1o be interted.

161871y Tre Linvernment musl, to Lhz exeant thar inapcial and

othor resources are available,

(5) diwvelop endd conduc! eduzbonal
IOpraTmes 16 advance the
understandinp of the public, in particular
of disadvaniuaped eomrnunitica, of thu
Nolifkmbion 2nd of how Wb cxaeise the

Yz
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¢)

19)

(a)
o)

(c}

d

()

in

s

M)

)

nghls conwemplaed i this Act
oourace publy authonties Lo partoinate
1 te development and condus: of
prograrames referred 10 ie parazraph (a)
ond 1o undertake such programme
themnseives: and

pramote umezly and effestive
dissemination of accurie infoamation by
public avthoritics sbour ther activines
tnin informatior eflicers of publ
autharitics and/or produce relevant
rmining mateniah fos usc by asthariucs
themsclven,

(2) The Governmens must, withia 18 months of thus Act
coming Inlp force. compile in each official lanpage &
guae eonlamning such informalion, in an catily
compeehensibic form and mannzr, as may reasonably
be required by 3 persan who withes to exercise amy
right conlemplated in this Ac

()The Government nwust, if neerssary, opeate snd publigh
Lhe guid2 at repubir entervals The guide musy, withow
limuting he geacrality of subaaction (2), include a
descriplion ol

Lhe abjecas of thiy Act,

the poatal ond serret address. phont and
fax number and. if avmilzble, etcotronic
mail address of the Pudlic Inftemation
Offrcer of every public authority as
appointed unde sub section (1) of seztios
s

the manner and (arm of & reguest (or
e=cexs 16 a information of a pahlic
eatbority.

the aaziytance pvpilabic from and the
dstr=s of Public taformaton Officcsy of 3
public authority in (crms of this Aet;

the axsistance avallablc fram the
Lafarmation Cammistioners in tormy of
thia Act;

o1l retnedies i liw avallable regardinp an
act ar {3llure W bex in respect ol a nght or
duty conferred or impased by this Acy,
ingluding the mannes of lodging an
appea) with Lhe appellate authonuey
Cuic7State/ Infermation Commisunners
and 8 cour! againgt b desigion by the
Public Informalion O(Tizer al » public
suthonty,

the provisions providing for the veluntary
disslozure of cxcporicn of records in
sceordance with section 4,

the nolices reparding foct to be pud In
reluion b feguuesty for acars; and

any Llditional repulativis o circulan
rclevan 1o oblaming saces 1o
inflormMmation ie ascordanee with tus Act,

i4) The Guvemmens musd, if noosars, ulate and
__publizh Lh pinde B repuis’ oiervals

1
1

17 111 The Central Gaveramen: may by paufication in
the OMiciab Gazetic, make rules to casey ol the provigions
| af this Aet

l Retain

|Ql Iv Rrucular. and without prejudics to the generality of
L the foreauinn cower, such milcs may provide for ali or any of

Retar

L el — e
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the [ollowing molien. namc

[ 1ol vienats & which manen
referred to an sub~clauses (i1 Wb (V) of dause (b) of 30cuon 4
| shatl b published.

Retain

i 1o Th f2¢ pavable under sub-s=ztice (V) of 12cuca 7, | Re12iR

te) The azthoaty beforc whom
| an apgeal may be peefemed under sub-section’{1) of weation

s

Hesamn

|1d) any other matier whizh is requured 1o be, o may be.
presenibed,

Retein

[IB (1) The Swc Govemnment aigy, by notifiction 1n
the OfMicial Qazeile, make rules (6 <y oud (ke provitiong
of the Act.

Retain

2! In paruzular, and withoul prejudice Lo ths gencrality of

the faregning power, fuch mles may previds for ot) oz any of
| the followans maticra, p3mely:.

Rewin

fa) the fee pavadle under sub-3ection (1) of section 7

Hewtin

) the authorty before whom an appes) may be
preferred und=r Jub-seciion (1) of secton 12

Retoin

(¢} any other makter which is requered 10 be, or may be
_prescribed:

Retain

Provided thsl initiallhy th2 rules shall b mads by th: Central
Govenment by notification in ths official pazetie,

Retzin

19 (1) The competery authdrity may, by notlficston in
the ofTzial garette make rules 16 cry gut ths provisiont of
thit Act

Retan

) In particytar, ond without prejudize o e genamliy of
tke {forcpping power soch niles may provade for all ar say af
the follawing matiers. namely--

te) the fee pavable unde sub-section (1) of sectios 2

(b) the nnthoeity before wharm an
apocal may be prefored under sub-seetion (1) of section 12;

(¢) any other malier which 13 yoquired ta be, or oy be,
prescnbed.

20. (1) Every nl¢ made by the Central Govorment
inder this Act shall be laid, at tope 33 may be ofix i 1s
made, befare cach boose of parliamen, while it L8 In session,
{or 5 wtal period of thiny days which cay be compased in
one TI0GOn Of in (WD O MOIG Sutcetyive scssions, and il
befare the expiry of the session immedially foilowing the
sezzion of the suctessive sestions xforemid, Boch houses
azree tn making any modiflization in the rule os both bouscs
aprec thnt the rule should not be made, the rule stull
thereafier have efTest only an sich modified fram or be of FO
effect, oy the dite may be. 0, howewer, thnt any swch
modification or annulpient shatl be without prejudier o the
validity of anythine peeviougly done under that nule.

{2) Every rule made uader thit Aa by s Statc Govommeni
shadl be [a1d, as soon 21 may be afier it o notified, belore e
Stale Legitlature

Hetaln

2. {t) If any difficulty anses in piving effeat © e
provisiont of s Acy the Centrad Govemmenl may. by
ordy putlised in the official gazelie. make suzh prvizcen
ned incepistent rith the provezions of this Agt 22 appes ta ii
to be ootetsany or expedicnl for removal af the diffueutly

Rewun

Prirviged that ne such orde shall he made aficr the ogxn of

} © perind of 1ws yean from Ine @i of commiencemen of Dhis
AL

Keni

2) bvery ondzr mads ender ths seclioa shall as sodn &3 may
be sfler it 13 made, be Lald before the houses of cartiament

Rewan

Y44
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THE SCHEDULE
{Sex satich 1b)
lnelligence and Security Organisanons Establuhed by the
Cemal Gevonment
Inictiigenee Burean
Research and Analysis Wing of the Calsnzt Secretanat,
Direztorawe of Revenoe Lnielhpenze.
Ceniral Ecoaprrus intelligense Bureaw.
Dirccworate of Enforeement
Narontics Control Burery
Aviaion Acvearch Centre,
Spacial Frontier Foaece
florder Sceurity Foree

. Ceniral Regerve Polige Foeee

. Ind> Tivean Dorder Polize.

. Centra) kndustra! Sccuriy Fosce.

. Natuoaal Security Guards

Aszam Rifies

. Spesint Service Burcau.

Spaasl Branch (C1D) Andaman end Nicobar.

. The Crime Branzh-CID. - CB, Dadra and Nazar Havcli
Durcetorate af Vipllance induding Anu Coemuption
Branch, Navonal Capital Temiwory of Delhi

. Special Branch. Latstaoweep Police

_—— - = —— =
RSN E VN =-O

°

-3 B NN

e e e o
IRVl —D

[

THE SCHEDULE
(Se= tecuon 16 ¢
[araligence and Seexrity Orpanisatons Extablighed by the
Certnal Governmant
tnizlhigence Burcau
Reszarch and Analysis Wing of the Cabinza Secrewra
Dircetorate of Reverws Intellipence.
Contzal Economic Irlelligenze Bureau
Dhrectorate of Enforcement
Nareolics Contral Aureau.
Aviation Research Center.
Speciat Fromtier Fores.
Border Scourity Force.

|

. Centrnl Reserve Police Fores.

fnds Tibean Oarder Police

. Central Induttriat Seaurily Foren.
. National Secunty Guards
. Ascam Rifla.

Specin) Service Durtsn,

. Specaal Brongh (C1D), Andaman and Nicobar.
. The Crime Branch-CID, « CB. Dadm and Nagar Haveli

Direcworate of Vipilance includinp Anti Camuption Dranch,
Natignal Capital Termitary of Delh
Spe=ial Aransh, Lakahadweep Palicc

Ys e
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AS SUGGESTED BY THE NATIONAL ADVISGRY COUNCIL
RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT

PREAMBLE

A Bil)w operationalise the right to information by setring out the peactical regime for people 10 secure B:Cess 10

information undzr the control of public auttiorities, eonsistant with pubilic interesy, in arder to promols openness,
tnsparency and ascountablity and in yelation to manters connested therewith or intidental therelo.

Chapter I: PRELIMINARY
(1) This Actmay be called th= Right to [nformation Act 2004
(2) 1t oxtends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashimir.
(3) 1t ahall come into foree within 120 days of il being enacted.
(4) Where Ste lzgisiation exists dzaling with the right (o aceess information, » parson will have the nght
to seel: information under the State law 2 well a5 under his Acy, if the information pertains (o @ subject
ender tye Ste List in Schedule 7 of the Constitution of India
(5) Objectives of th= Act Thz objertives of the Act gre o -

{i) pive effect 1o the Fundamental Right 1o Information, which will contribsute to strengthening
d=mocracy, improving governtnze, tnereating public participation, promoling tRASPArEncy
znd accountabitity In Unjog, Sute and Loeal Self Governmem institutiony.

(i) esablish voluntary and mandatory mechanisms or procedures to give effect to right w
information in aemner which enables persons to abtain aceess to records of public
authorities in a swift, efTective, intxpensive and reasonable mannae,

(i)  promote transparency. accountability and eflective governance of all public autharities by,
intluding but not limited o, empowering and educaling all persoas 0

- understand their nghts in 1erms of this Act in order 10 exerciss thair nghts in
relation to public authorities;

- understand the functions and operation of public authorlics; and
elfectively participating in decision rmaking by public suthorities that affects their
rights.

In This Act, unless the context otherwise Tequires:

(2) “appropeiate Government™ means in rciation to 2 public aulbority established. comtiluted, owned,
wwbstantially financed by funds provided directly of indirectly or controlted-
(1) by the Umion Government, Urz Union QUOVEIMen:.
(ii) lry the State Government, The Suate Government,
(iii) by the tinion temilory, The Union Governmeny,
{b) “competent authority”™ means.
() th= Sp=aker in the cas2 of ths House of the People or the Lepslalive Assembly and the
Chaiman in Lthe case of the Countil of States or the Legislative Counsil:

ug
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(i) The Chief fustice of India in the case of the Supreme Court;
(iis) The Chief Justice af th= High Coun in the case of 3 High Court;
(iv) The Presidant or the Govemor, as the case may be, in cass of other anthorities created by or
under the Constitution:
(v) the administrator appointed under article 239 of the Coastittion:
(c) “Chief Informstion Commissionsr”, “Information Commusioner™ and “State  Information
Commussioner™ means the authoritics so Appointed under this ge1
(d) “right 1o infornilion™ means the right 10 access infarmation held by, legally necexsfbls by or under Uiz
conurol of any public asthority and includss:.
(i) Inspectinn of works, documents, cecords;
(i) Taking noles 2nd extracts and obtaining certified capizs of documents ot cccosds.,
(it}  Taking certified samples af matenal
{v) Obtaining information in the form of diskettes, floppics, tapes, vided casselss OF in amy
olher etectronic mode or throuph prantouts where such information is stored in & computer
or in any olher device.
(¢} “information™ mzins any matzrial in any {orm. including records, documens, filc notings, memaos,
cmails, opinions, odvices, press releasss, circutan, orders, logbooks, contracts, reports, papers, SImplas,
models, data, matzrial held in any electronic form and any information eelating 1o a private bady which can
be azcessed by a public 2uthority under any law;
() “prescribed" meaans preseribed by rules made undas this Act by the nppropriate Governmem of the
competent authority, as the ease may be;
{g) “public authority” means any authority or bady cstahlisted or constituted. -
(i) by or undar the Constinstion;
(i¥) by any law maode by the oppropriatz Jovernment, ond includes ony other body owned of
controlizd by the appropeiate Government and includzs panchayau ra) institutions and othes
communily bodies, like dsthal councils, and willage ar locality durbars, performing griblic
(unztions in areas notificd wader sehedule $ and 6 of the Constiwtion.
(h) “Public Information OfTicer™ means the Public Information Officer appointed under sub-section (1)
*and/or (1)Xa) of seciion S,
(i) “record” includes-
(i) any document, manuscript and file,
(ii) any microfilm, microfichs and facsimile copy of 2 document;

{iiis any repmdiciing af image o imapec embndied 1 - mices (il /whribe enlargee o sty

and
(iv) uny ollrer malerial produced by o camnpuier or by any other devace.

(i) “thisd party™ means a p=rxon oth=r than th: person making 3 request for information and includes o
public authority.

“7
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CHAPTER 11

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC

AUTHORITIES

Subject o e pravision of this Act, all pertons shall have the right to information
Every public zuthorily shall-

(3) maineain all s recosds, duly catalogusd and indexed, in & mannzr and form whieh {acilintes the npght
to «nformatian as provided for in this Acy including ensunag that all records, ¢avercd by the At that are
sppropriate 1o computerise, are within a rasonable time and subjeat 10 ovzildbility of resources,
computerised and connazied Mirough 3 network all over the country on differenz systems so that authansed
gecass 1o such records is facilitated

() publish willtin 6 moaaths of this Act coming into foree and thereafter update al least every 12 maonths-

(i)
(i)
{iii)

(iv)
{v)

{vi)

{vii)

(viii)

(ix)

{x)

(xi)

{xui}

(xiii)

The particulars of 1ts organisation, functions 2nd dulies

The powers 2nd duties of its officers and employzss

Procedures followed during the decision making process, in¢luding chains of supervision
ard accounuabiliry.,

The norms s¢t by the publiz autharity fof the discharpe of its functions.

Rules, reputations, instrustions, manua! and records beld by or under ils control used by its
employess for discharging it {unctions.

A suteme=ni of the categonis of documents that are held by or under 1he control of the
public authority.

Particulaps of any arranpement that exists for consultation with, or represenation by,
members of the publiz in rclation to the formulation of polizy in. or in the administration
of, the publi¢ authority.

A stnemant fisting ni) baards, councils, eommittess and ater bodies constitwtzd by two or
more persons, that are part of, o that have been established for the purpas: of advising,
thg public authoriry, and whose meetings are open to e public, or the minutes of wheee
meetings arc available for public inspection;

A dircctory of their public servants, from the leved of the head of the deparniment or his/her
equivatent and below;

Ths moathly remuneration recetved for each position, inzleding the system of
compersatian as established in remlations,

Informaticn consemning the budpet assigned to cach apency. ineluding adl plams, proposed
experdiurcs and reports on disbursement,

The desipn and execulion of subsidy programs. including ihe amounts ollncted w them,
criferia {or access, implementation details and beneficiaries

Al conzessions, permits o suthorisations granted, with their recipients spaciise.
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5.(1)

(xivy Al informalion available to the public authority in electronic form or capable of being
reduces (o electronic farm which is no! exemp: unde=r this AcL subject 1o avaslabiliny of
resources.

(x¥)  1he dewails of facilnies available to citizens for obtaining information. ncluding if the
public authority maintains a library or reading room thar is available for public uss, 2
suitemnent of that adl including detaiis of the address and hours of opening of the libeary ot
reading oum, and

(xvi) the name, designation and other particulars of the Public 1aformation Officer,

{xvil) zuzh other information as prescribed by the appropriate povernmene or Information
Commissioner from time 0 tims which would promate transparency across public
authorities or in specific public authonies, as appropnate;

on the basis (hat it shalt be a canstant cndeavor of peblic authanitiss 10 ke steps 10 provide 23 much
information 1o the peeblic suo moto at repular intervals trough vanous means of comtmunication 1o thal the
public have minimum resort (o the uss of this Act to obtin informaion.
(c) publish all retevant facts coneeming important dacisions and policies that affect the public while
formulating and announcing such dzcisions and polisies;
(d) pive reasons for its decisions, whether administrative ar quasiqjudicisl to those nffected by much
daeisions;
(2) before initiating any proj=ct, or formulaung any policy, scheme, programms or Iaw, publish or
communicate to th: public gererlly or 10 the persons affected or likely 1o be nffectedt by these in
panicular, the facts avaitable w it or to which it has reasonable access which in s opinian should ba
known 1o them U the best interests of nateral Jstize and promotion of democrtic principles.
(f) For the purpose of this section, information should be disseminated widely and in a form and manncr
which is exsily acemsible and comprehensible 1o the public. “Disseminated™ shall mean appmpristely
making ¥mown 10 ths public the information to b¢ communicated through nofice boards, newspapers,
public announcements, media broadcasts, the intem=t or other such means and shall include inspection at
all of the bodies offices. All materiats shal) be disseminated keeping in mind cost eflectivensss, thf local
languape and the most effective method of communication in tha local ared Such information should be
casily accassible, with the Public Information Oificer, where passible in clectronic formal, which shall be
availablz free or at the cost of the medium, or in pam 2t cost price.
Every public authority thall for th: purposes of this Acy desigmte as many officers as Public Informalion
Officens, in a1l administrative units ond offices undar such authortty. 25 are necesany lo renler the pushlic
body 1s aczessible as reasonably pexsible for requesters of information. within one manth of this Ac
comiug 1ato force,
(a) An officer a1 each subdivisional lavel or other apprapniate sub-district {evel, shall be
designated 3 Public laformanton Officer, withun threg moaths of thig ast cotmng into foeces, for the
purpnsss of this Acx Helthe chall receive ol) reqozsts {or information, ond oppeals, both under the
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staie and the Cenura| 2215, and pass them on o a deignated suthonity for onward transmission to
the relevant depantmeningensy.

(b) Where apphcauons/appeals are handed over a: the sub divisional or sub-district level. on
addinenal period of five days would be added (o the time of response specifizd under this aet in
arder 1o enxble the requast/appeal 10 ba communizated to the relevam authority

(2) Every Public Information Officar shall dea) with requeesis for information and shall render reasanzble
assistanee 10 any person sseking such information.

(3) The Public Information Officer may seck the assistance of any other officer as he zonsidzn necessary for
the proper discharpe of bis duties,

(4) Any officer whose assistance has bren sought under sub-section (3), shall rendes all assistance to the Public
Information Officer seeking hitthet amistance and be weated ns a Pubkic Infammaition Officer for the
pumposss of the panally provisions in this Act

6.{1) A persondesirous of obtaining information shall make 2 request in wriling or through elzztrenic means in
English or in the official language of the aren in which the application is being submitted, 1o:
(2) th: Public Information Officer of the relevant public autharity;
(b) othet designated Public Information Officers, as specified in S (13 )
¢pecifying the particulan of the information sought by him/her.
Provided that where such request cannot be made in wriling the Public Information Officer shall rendzr all
feasonable assistance to the person making the request orally to redoce o in writing.
6 (2) An applicans for access to information shal not be required to give any reason for requesting aczess to tha
mformation of any olher prrsonal datalls exeept those necessary for conreting the applicant
6 (3) (1) Whese an application is made 1o a Publx Authority for information:
(2) which ts hztd by anather Public Authority: or
(b) the subjcct matter of which is more closely connected with the functions of another Public
Authority,
the fimm mentioncd Public Authority shall transfer the application oc such part of it as may be appropnate
1o thas othey Public Authority and shall inform the applicant immedialely of the transfer.
(2) A tansfer of an applichion pursizant to subseetion (1) shall be m2de os soon ms practicable b not Later
than § days afies the daiz of recelpt of thz application
7(1) Subject to section 5, sub seation (Ib) nbave and section 7, sub-section (3Xa) below, on reecipt of A requ=st
under section 6, the Public Information Offizer shall as expeditiously as passible and in any case within
fiftccn days of tha rezeipt of the request, either provide the mformanon requ=sted on payment of such fee as
mnay be prescrihed of reject the request for any al the reasom specifzed 1n secuons 8 and 9
Pruvided that witere (he tnformation sougn for concems the iife and libeny of s perxan, the same should be
provid=d within fortyseight houry of the eceip of the request:
702} If o Pobliz Information QMficer fails ta pive the decizion on o request for aocess to (he requestor concemed
within the period contcmplated in sectivn 2(1), Uz Pablic Information Officer would, for the purposes of this
Act, bz regarded 2s having rfused the regquest
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N3} Where it 13 dimiderd to provide the information on payment of ans furthzr fee repressaung the cast of
providing the (nformauian, the Publiz Information Officer shali s2nd an mtimation to the parson making the
request, giving
{a) the details of such fees as determined by him. showing the calcufations as p2e the act, ot prescribed rates,

requesting him to deposit tha fees, and the penod intervening between the dispatch of the said intimation
and payment of fes shall be excluded for the purpose of ciclating the period of fifleen days referred 10
above;

(b) infaormation concemning hisher riphts with respes! to ceview the decision as to the amount of fees
charged and/ot the form of access provides, icluding the contact details of the appeliatz authority, dine
limits. process and any relevant forms

7{d) Where access 1o a record ar a part thereof is to be given undzt this Act and the peeson (o whom ascess is 1o be
given has a sentary disability, the public auiherity will provide assistanze to enable azcess 1o the information,
including providing assistaner with inspection as appropriate.

7(SK2) Subjeci to sub-s=ctions (b) and {¢) belnwv, where access to information 13 (0 be given in the form of printed
copits, or copits in soms other fonm, such as on tape, disk., fitm of ather moterial, the applicant stall pay the
preseribed fee
(b) Any fees payable by e applicant shall be r=atonable, and shatl in no casa exee=d the actual cost of
copying thz information o? in the case of samples of materials the cest of obtaining the sample, and shall be set
via regulatiors nt & maximum Limit taking aecoum of the genemi prinziple thm f==3 should not be 521 so high
that they undsrmine the objectives of this Actin practice.

{c)Notwilhstanding subsection (a), whzre a public a‘uthumy fails v eomply with the time limits spezified in

section 7, any accest 10 inforraation (o which the applicant is enttled pursuant 10 his request shall be provided

frez of charps

7(6) Before taking any decision under sub-section (1), the Public Information Officer shall take into consideration
the representation made by a third parry under section 1.

7 (7) Wheare 2 tequest is rejeeted under sub.scaion {6), the Public Information Officer shall communicate to the
person making request,

(i) the reasons for suth rejection;

(ii) the period within which an appeal egaingt sch rejeclions may be prefesred, -

(tii) the partizutars of the appzllate authority.

(8) Information shall ordinarily be provided in the form in which 11 is soupht unless it would disproportionately

divert the resources of the public avtharity or would be detrimenal 1o the safety or preservation of the record
in guestian

8(V) Notwilhstanding enything containes in thiz Acl. there ahal! be i sbligatian i give any person:
(a) information, disclosure of which would prejudicinlly affect the sovereignty and integrily of Indin, the
security, nirategic, scigntific 01 economis interests of the State, relabion wilh foreign State or lead 10
in¢itement of an oflence,
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2)

(b) information which has bezn eapressls forbidden to be published by any count af taw or tribunal or the
disefosure of which may constituie conlempt of caprt |
¢) information, ‘the disclasure of which would cawe 2 breach of privilege of Parliamant or )iz State
Legslawre ;
d)information including commercial confidence, 1ade secrets or imellestual property, the disclosure of
which would harm the competitive position of a thind party, unisss the Competenz Authority s satisfizd
thuat targar public interest warrams the disclosuse of such informatian ; }

{c) information available to & person in his fiduciary relationship, unlass the Campetent Authority is
satisfied that the larper public inter=st warrants (ha disclasure of such information ;

(9) infosmation received in confidence from foreign government:

(g)information, the disclosure of which would endanger the lifc ar physical safety of any person or

idzntify the source of tnformalion or assistance grven in confidzence for law enforcement or security
purposes
(h) mformation which would impede the process of investigation or apprelicnsion ar prosseution of
aoftend=rs ;
(i) cabinet papers including records of deliberalions of the Counsil of Minisiers, Szcretarics and othat
officers, provided that the decisions of Counci! of Ministers, the reasons thereof, and the material an the
batis of which 1li2 decisions were iaken shall be made public afier the decision has been taken, and the
maties is complete, of over, providad further that those matiers which come under the exemptions listed
in Section 8 shall not be disclosed.

() information which relates ts persanal informanion the diselosure of witich has no refationship to any
public activity or interesl, of which would cause unwarmanted invasion of the privacy of the individual
unless the [nformation Officer oy the apziiate authority, a3 the case might be, i satisfied that the larper
public interest justifies the discloxure af such informatian.

Providzd that the iformation, which ¢2nnot be dsnied (o the Parliamem or o State Legislature,
shall not be denied 1p any person.
Notwithstanding anything in the OfTicia) Secrets Acl 1923 nor any of ths exemptions pemissible
in accordanze with section 8 (1), a public nf.luwrity mey allow actess 1o information, if public interest in

disclosure ouiweiphs the harm o the prolecied interests. - .
Subject to the provasions af clause (a) and (i) of sub section | of section 8, any information relating to any
occurmenee, event or maller which has taken place, occurred of happened ten years before the date on

which any request is made under section 6 shall be provided to any person making & request under that
seclion

Providzd that the maters covered by Sub-Scction £a) and Sub-Secuon 8(1) may be disstosed nfer twenty.
five yean.
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Provided that where any question aris®s as 1o the dzie from which the 52id petiod of ten years of twenty-
five has to be communted, the d2cision of the Union Government shall be fina?, subject w the usual appeals
provided for in this ace
9. Without prejudice to the provisions of section §, a Public Information Offica: thay reject 3 requast for
information where such a request for providing access would invalve an infnngement of capyright subsisting
in a person othsr than the Statz.

10. (1) If o request for access to information is rejecied ob the ground that i 18 i relation to information which is
exernpled frem disciosure, then norwithsianding anything contained in this Acy, access may be given to thay
pan of the record which does not obtain any information that is exempted rom disclosuse under this Al end
which can reasomably be severed from any pon that contains exempied informatan.

10(2) Where access is granied to a pan of the record in accomdanse with sub-section (1), the Public Informauon
Officer shall s2nd a notics to the applicany, advising:

(1) that only part of the record requasted, after severange of tha record containing information which is
exempted from disclosure, is being furmished; and

(a) The reasons for the dacision; including any findings on any moterial quations of facy, referning to the
material oo which those findings were based.

(b) Thz name and designation of the parsan giving the decition; and

(¢) Deuaits of the fees determined by himiier and eequesting the opplicant to deposit the fees;

(d) Information conceming hisgth2r nphts with respect to review of the decision regrrding nonedisclosure of
part of the information, ths amount of fees charged and/or the form of aecess provided, insluding the
contact d=ails of the appellate body. time limits, prosess and any rejcvant forms;

J1. (1) Whzre a public authority intends to disclose any information or record, of part thereol on 8 request made
under this Act which relates 1o, or has been supplizd by o third parry and has been treated as confldential by
that third party, the Poblic Informatian Officer shall, within five days from the receipt of b request, give
wrilten natics (o such third party of the request and of the fact that the public autharity intends to disclose
the information or recomd, or part thereal and invite the third panly 1o make 2 submission, in writing or
orally, regarding whether the informalion should be dis¢lased, which submission chall be taken into account
when determining whether to disclose the infarmation

Provided thas except in the case of trade or commercial secrets protected by (aw, disclosute may be allowed
if the public intzrest in disclosure outweights 1n npertance any possibls hamm or injury 1o the interests of
such pany

{2) where a notice (5 given by the public informatian ofhzer unter sub-scenon (1) (o 3 this pany in respess of

any informaton ot record or part thereof, the (hurd party xhalt, within ten days (rom the date of issuance of
nalice, be given the oopomtunity 10 m2ke representation against the nropased disclosure
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(3) Nonwithstandmg anything contined in sccuon 7. the public mformation officer shall, within rwenty days
after receipt of the request under s=cton &, if twe third pamy has bzen piven an opportumty ©© make
cepresentation andet sub-section (2), make 3 dezision a3 (0 whether or RO1 0 dw:las; the information of
record Of pan therzof and give in writing the nouce of his dccision o the third pany.

(4) A nolice given undst sub-seqtion (3) shall include a stement that the 1hird party 10 whom the notice is
given is enlitled to prefer an appeal 2gains the decision under settion 12(2).

12¢1): (iXn} The President shall appaint of desipnate a Chief Iaformation Commissioner for 21 maners pertaining
to thz Union Such appointment shall bz made on the basic of a recommendation made by an Appaiating
Comminee presided by the Prime Ministes, wilk the Laader of Oppasaion in the Lok Sabha and ihe Chicf
Justice of India as tnembers,
(iXb) The Govemor shall appoint or designate 2 State Information Commissioner fos all motters peraining
to the Ste. Such appointment shal) be made on the basts of recommendanon made by an Appointing
Committac presided by the Chiel Minister, with the Lead2s of Opposilion tn the Lepislative Assembly and
th= Chief Justice of the High Caurt as members.
{ii} Information Commission=s may be appointed by the Presidznt ar the Govemnor, & the cae= may be, in
consultation with the appropriate Appointing Commitice and the Chief Information Commissioncr of Stale
information Commisstonsrs, at 1he case may be.

(tiiy Every Chicf Information Commissionzz, Stte |nformation Commissioner and Information

Commissioner 3mll be = person with wids knowledpe and expeniencer of adminitrtion and gpovemance,
and/or 3 person with hiigh publis stature.

(iv) The Chief laformation Commissioners and any Information Commissioners shali not be members of
Barliament or nembers of the Legislative of any Suie or Union Temitory and shall not hold any other office
of profit and shall not bz connztted with any political party or be carrying on any businets or practice any
profession;

{¥) The requisite budgesary allacations for the emolumeats and expenses, including office expensss, of the
Chuel {nformation Commissionst and of other Infermation Commissioners will be provided by th:

Governmen of India through spectal budgetary provisions made svaifable to the respective siates out of the
Union Government Budger t

(vi) The Chier lnformation Commission®s and of other Information Commission=rs shall function
aulonomously without being subject=d to directions by any ather suthotity and wou!ld be under the

administrative control of the Government of Indiz, Ministry of Personnel, Administralive Reforms and
Public Grievances.

(vii) Every pecror appointed as a Chief Information Commassioner or an Information Commistinner
shall hoid office for a term of five years from the date an wiuch hie enters ufon bue aflice He/she
will not bie ¢ligibl for ceappoiniment.

12. (2)i) Any person who does nol recerve a decision wh e time period specifies in Secuon 7(1) or 7(3)2) above,
ar s agpneved by 2 decision of the Public informaugn officzr may, within thirry days of the expiry of such a
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penod or of receipt of such a dezwion, prefer an eppeal 10 an oppellate authority presaribed for the purpose
in eazh depasiumeni and senior in ranh to the Public lnformation OMices
Provided that such authority may enlertain the appeal aftar the expin of the said pariod of tiry days i in
is satisfied thai the appellant was peevented by suflisient cause from filing the appeal in ime,
(ii} A second appeal against the dzcision (or lack af it), under sub-sectuon (i), shald lic witun 90 days from
the time by which the d2Cisian should have been mads or was actually received, wath the relevant
Chic05tate/In formation Commissioner,
frovided that the relevam ChielStat¢/informalion Commissioner may eniertain an appea) afies the expiry
of the said period of ninzty doys if h is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient cause {rom
filing the appeal in lime.
(ti)Where an pppeal i3 being preferred against an ord2r made by the Public Information Officer
under Section 11 w disclose *ahind pxny™ information, the appeal by the concemed thim party must
bz made within thirty days of the order.
G the decision of the Public information Officer apaingt which the appeal is preferted estaies to
information of 8 lhird party, the relevant Information Commusioner shall pive a rcasonable
oppaortunity of being hexrd to thal therd party.
(v) in any zppeal proceedings, the oms 10 prove 1hat a denial of a requesy was justified will be on
the public authority that dznied the requast.
(vi} Apptals to any appaliate autharity/Information Commissiones shall be disposcd of within thinty
days of ths receipe af the appeals, o within such exiend=d period, not exceeding e (ota! of forty five
dayt from the date of filing of appeal, for reasoas to be recorded in wrinng.
(vii) The decision of the Information Commissioner shall bs binding.
(viii) in hizshier d2eision, the relevant Information Commissioner has the power 10
(a) require the public autherity 1o take any such steps as may be ascessary Lo brng © into complianes
wilth the Act, including by;
() providing necess w information, including in a paricula form,
(ii) appointing 2n information officer;
(i33) publishing cenain infarmavion and/er categorics of infonnation;
(iv) making certnin ehanges to its prastices in relation to the keepinpg, management and destruction
of records;
(v) enhanzing the provision of training on the right 16 information for ils effizials,
(vi) providing him or bzt with an annual report, in complianes wilh seciion 4(b),
(b) require the public body to coimpensate the complainant for any 1oss of athzr dstnmens sufTered.
(c) imposc any of the penallies available under this Acl.
{d) rcyect the npplication.
{ix) The Infarmation Commissioner shall serve notice of hivher decuion, Including any nghts of
appeal, on bath ths complainant and the public authority.
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{x) A decision of the laformation Commissioner may be appealed (o ths High Caunt or the Supreme
Cou=. an any point of fact and law.

12(3) Powers of the Chief Information Commissiozer/State information Commissioniers/In(ormation
Commissioners
(1) Subject to this Aci, the Chizf Information Commissioner /Staee Informausn
Commussionsry/Information Commissioners ghall recgive and investigate compiaintx from persons:
(8) who tiave been unable 1o submil o request 10 8 Public Information Officer, either because none has
been appointed as required under the Ad or beenuse the Pubhic Informatian Officer has refused 10
neeept their spplication,
(b) who have been refused access 10 information requested under this Act,
{c) who have nol been piven s response or access o informalion within the time limits required ender
this Act
(d) who have been required o pay an amoum under the foes provisions tha they consider unreasanahle;
(&) who believe that they have been given inzompleie, misteading o7 {atse information under this azy
{0 In r=2pect of any other matter relating to requesting or obtaining aceess 10 records under this Act
(2) Wheaze a Chiaf informalion Commission=¢/State Information Commissionefinformation Commissioner
t3 satisfied that there are reasonable prounds to investigate a matter relaiing to requasting of obtxining
aczess to cocords under this Act, hesshe may initiate a camplaint in respsct thereof,
(3) The Chief Infermation Commissioner/State Information Commigsionersinformation Cammissionzry
have. in relation to the camryinp out of the investigation of any complaint undsr this Act, powsr.

(a) tosummon and enfurce the appearance of persons and compel them (o give arl of unten
evidance on oath and to produce such documents nnd things as the Commissianer deems requisile
to the full investigation and consideralion of the complaint, in the same mannar and to th= same
extent as a supcriﬁr coun of record,

{b) 1o administer oaths;

(c) to re=eive and accept such evidence and other information, whether o gath of by afTidavit or
olherwise, a3 the relevans information Commissionzr sees fit, whether of not the cvidenee or
information is or would be admissiblz in a cournt of law;,

(d) to enter any premises occupied by any povernment inglikition on sauslying any securily
requiremants of ihe institulion relating to the premises,

(e) toconverse in privats with any person in any premisss eatered purswant to paragraph (d) and
othenvise carry out therein such inquirics within the authorin of the Chief Information
Commussion=r undar thay Act 25 the Commussioner see fir, and

(1) to exnruns or obtam copics of of extrack brom books of othier records tound ity ony premis=s
entcred pursuant to paragraph (d) conwining amy matier celevant to ths investipation.

() Toimpose the penaltics prescribad under this a=t, after giving due opporiunyy 1o the cancermed
official of being heard,
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(#) Nonwithsianding any other At of Parliament of any privilage urder the law of evidence. an Chiel
Informatian Commissiones “S1zte Information Commiasionera/laformation Commissxenzrs may. dering the
invesugation of any complaint under this Act. examine any record 15 which this Act applies that is undas
th control of o government institubon, and no such record may be withheld from eny Commissionsr an
eny grounds.

(531l the powers of the Chiaf Information Cammissiontr would also be enjoyed by tha State Information
Commissioners and othar Infamation Commissioners, within their junsdictions

12(3) Pemaltics

()

(1} Subjec lo sub-scction (3}, where any Public Information Officer has, without any reasonable cause, faited

10 supply the information sought, within Lhe peniod specificd under section 7( 1), the rejevant information
Commissionat shall, on nppeal, impase 3 penatty of supaes two hundred fifty, which amount must be
increased by regulation at lzast onze every five years, for cach day's delay in fumishing the informatien,
afier giving such Public Informatian Officers a rensonabie opportunity of beinp beard.

(2) Subjeet 1o sub-section (3). where it is flound in appeat that any Fublic laformatian Officar has -

(i) Refused to receive on application for information;

(i) Mals fide dznicd a request foe inlonmation

(i%) Knowingly given Inzomeet or misieading information,

(ivy Knowingly given wrong or incomptete information,

{(v) Desroyed information subject 1o & reguest; o7

(vi) Obstructed the activitics of a Public Information Officer, any Informetion Commission ot the courts;
he/she would have comminted 2n offznce rnd will be liable upon summary coavittion 1o 3 fine of act lexs
than runses two thowsand and impriscnment of up (o five years, or bath

(3) An aofficer whose assistance has been sought by the Public Information Officer for the perfarmance of

his/her duties under this Act ehali bz liable for pemalty as prescrided in sub-seciens (1) and (2) jointly with
the Public Infarmation OfTzcer of severnlly as may be decidad by the relevant Information Commissioner.

(4} Any finzs impased undes sub-seztions { 1), (2)and (3) shall be recovesable from the salary of the concerned

oflice}, including the Public Information Officer, or if ao salary is drown, 23 an ancars of land revenus,
recoverable within a maximem of six smonths of the order impaosing the finc

(5) The Public Infarmation Officer ot any other officer on wham the penalty under sub-seciions (1), (2) and

(3) & imposed shall aleo be tiable to appropnate disciplinary action under the zervice rules applicable o
him. Provided that in cases where the officet 1s proved guilty of daliberale denal of information ar

misinformation, ths punishmeat imposed shall b2 o major penzliy. i.e.. dismiesy! o removal or redustic: i
rank

CHAPTER 11 MISCELLANEOQUS

No suit, prosecution or athes lzgal proseecing shall ue against any person for anything which 8 in good
fah done ot intended Lo bs don= und=r this Act aF aby rulc mede thereunder
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The provissons of this Act shall have effect nor withstanding anything wizonsistent therewnth contained in
the Official Secrets Act 1925, and any other law for the time bemg in foree o in aay instrument having
effeet by virtue af any law other than this Act
No court shall eatzrtain any suit, application or othee proceeding o respect of any order made under this
Actand no suck order thall be called in question othznvise than by wey of an appeat under this Act.
(1) Nothing contzined in tus Aet shall apply 1o the inlcllsgence and sacariy crgamsations, spesified in the
Schedule beaing orpanisations establish=d by the Union Government of any information furmshed by such
organisalicss to thay Government.

Pravided that informatien pertining to alleged victations of human nights, 10 the Efe and liberty of
human beings and 1o the allegations od corruption will not be excluded under this clause.
(2) Th2 Union Goversrment may, by notification in the official Gazctic, amend the Schedule by including
therein any other intelhigence Or sctunty orpamsation established by that! govemmem or omittiog
therefrom any orpanisation already specified therein and an the publiestion of such notification, fuch
organisation shafl bs deemed 1o be includzd in or, as 1hc-casc may be omitied from the Schedule.
(3) Every notificalion issusd under sub-section (2) shall be tasd belore each house of parliameat
{4) Nothing comainzd in this Act shall opply to such inizlligence nnd s=curity organisations which may be
specified, by a notificaton in the offiuiat gazene, by » st Governmenl from 1im= to time. Providzd that
information pertaining to alleged violatians of human nights, to the bife and liberty of human beings and o
the aliegatians of corruplior will nat be excluded undet this clause
{5) Every notilication itsued under sub sestian (4). shall be faid before the state legislatre.

16A Monltonng and Reporung

(1) T Chizf Information Commissioners/Stare information Commissionsry/lnformation
Commissioners shall, as spon as practicable aftes Gie end of eash year, prepare a seport on the
impiementation of this Act during tha: year and cause o copy of (he teport to be 1aid before the
i=gisiatures of the conzerned s1aie and each Howse of the Patliament

{2) Each responsible depanment/ministry shall, in relation 1o the public authorities within their
junisdiction, colicet and provide suzh information 10 the ChizffState/ Information Commissioners
a8 is required to prepare the repor undsr tis section, ans shall comply with any preseribed ¢
requirements eonczming the fumishing of tha information and Lhe keeping of records for the
putpases of this section.

(3) Eazh report shall, at 3 minimom, soite in cespect of e year to whish the report retates:

() the number of requests made to edch public authority;

(b) the number of decisions thar an applicant was 6ol enlitled 10 actess 10 6 documen! pursiEant ©
s request, the provisions ¢f this Ael unger whigh thete decisions were made and the number of
1115 CUTh PIOVESIOn was tnvoked;

fc) the number of appaats sen: to thz Information Cummissioners for review, the adture of the
complwts and the ouicome of the appeals:
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(d} particutars of eny disciplinary action Laken pgamss any officer in respect of the edminustration
of this Act;

{e) the amoun of charges collzeted by eash publis authority wnder this Acy,

() amy facts whizh indicuie an effart by public acthonties to sdminister and umplement the spirit
and intention of this Act,

\8) recommendaiions for reform, including recommesdations in raspact of particular public
authoriti¢s. for ihe developmenl, improvement, modernisation, refomm or smendment of this
Act or other legislauon or common law of any olhsr maties relevant to aperationalising the
right 1o aecess information, as appropriale.

(4) The Union Government Ministry respansible for the admmnistretion of this Act, as $00a &S
practicable afier the end of ench year, prepare a summary repon on the implementanon of this Act
dunnp that year and eause 3 copy of the repon to be haid before the eoncernad stk fzgislanzres
and cach House of the Parliament, drawing on the information provided in the seposts of the Chief
information Commitsionsrs far each State.

(5) [Fnoppzars 1o any Qhiel Informauon Commissioner that th= practice of a public authority in
rehation to the exercise of is functions under this Act does not conform with provisions or spirit of
the Act , /he may pive W the auttonty a recommendation specifying the steps which oeph? in
Risher apinion to be taf:en for promoting sush conformity.

16B (1} The Government muss, to the oxent that financial and othar resourcas are avaitable:

{3) dsvelop and condust cJucational programmes o advance the understanding of the public, in
particular of deadvantaged cammunitics, of this Notificatiar, ard of how ta exersise the rights
sonemplated in thes Act:

(b) encourage public authorities to ganicipate in the development and coaduct of grogranumas

. relerred 10 in paregraph (2) and to undertake such programmes themselves. and

(c) promote 1imely and effective dissemination of accurate information by public suthorilies about
thzir activities.

(d) tr3in infermation officers of public authoritizs and/or produce relevant training materials for
use by nuthiorilics themselves.

(2 The Covernment musy, within 18 moniths of this Aci coming into foree, compile in each officiat langunge
8 guide coataining such infonmation, in an esity comprehensible fonn and manner, as may reasonably be
required by a person who wishes to exerci<e any rnght contemplated in this Act.

(3YThe Governnrent must, if nacessary, update and publish the guide oz repular intervals The guide must,
withou! imning the genenality af subsecton (2). include ¢ description of -

a) the objccls ol iy Acx;

(by U pustal g sireel sddress, phon= and {2 numter and, it avaitable, cleetronic mml address
of thx Public information QOfficer of every poblic avthority as appainied under sub section (1)
of szction 3

(c) th: mannet 2ad form of = requed for access to 2 informalior of 2 public authonty,

$9 14
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(d) the assistance avaiiabl: from and the duties of Public Infarmation Officen of & public
authosins in terms of this Act;

{e) the assictance available fram the [nformation Commissionzss in terms of this Acz;

(f) ell remediss in law availakle cegarding an act or failure 13 utt in respect of a8 cight or duty
conferred o impaszd by this Act. mcluding the manner of lodging an appeal with the appeltate
outhoriuzs/Chiz{/State/ Intarmation Commissioners and a coust against a decision by the
Public Information Offizer of a public authoriny;

(g) thz provisions providing for th volunary disclolure of catzgorics of records 1n accordance
with seation 4;

(h) the notiees regarding fees to be paid an relation to requests for scoess; and

(1) any ndditional regulations or circulars relevant ta obtathing decess (6 infpMmalion in
accordance with this AcL

(4) The Govermument must, if necessary, update and publish 1he puide 21 regular intervals.
17 (1) The Union Government muy by notification in the Official Gazztte, make rules to cary oul the provisions
of this Act
@) In ganticular, and wilhout prejudice to the genemlity of the forepoing power, such rules may provids for all
or any of the following matters, mamely

{2) intervals at whicl manery referred 12 in sub-clyuses (i) 1o (vi} of clause (b} of sechion & shall
bz published.

(b) The {e= poyabie undsr sub-section (1) of szction 7

{c) The autherity bafore whom an appeal may be preferred under sub-scetion (2) of seciion t2,

(d) any othes maner whizh is require2 1o e, ar may be, pressyibed.

t§. ¢I) The State Government may. by nolification an the Offizia) Gazeltr make rules 10 cary out the provisions
of the Aet.
(2 In panticutar, and without prejudice to the genzralily of the foregainn pawes, such rules may provide for all
or any of the following matters, mmely:-
() ths ez payable undss sub-section (1) of section 7:
(b) 1ht avthonty before whom an appeal may bs prefemed under sub-section (2) of section 12:
(¢) any olher matier which is required to be, or may be pressribed: .
Provided that initnlly the rules shalt be made by the Union Govemment by notification in ths official
gazett=,
19. (1) The competent auharity may, by notification tn the officia) pazatie make rules © carty out (he provisions
of this AcL
{2)in parhcular, and withoul projudics 1 the genetalily of the {omegsing power suzh rules may provide foe all
ur any of the fullvwving matten. namety
(n) the fec payoble umler sub-sectian (1) of section 7
(b) the authanty before whom zn appeal may be prelerred undes sub-sectian (2) of section 12,
{cj any other matter which 18 required 1o bz, of may be. prescribed.

) €0 5
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WO by LS

(1) Eves: nuie indde by th: Union Government cnder this Ak shali be iaid, as so0n a3 may be aftern o
made. befoes cacl houss of parliament, while rt is in session, for = 1otal period of thirty days which may be
comprised 0 ONe SESIION OF i two OF More Succassive sessions, and iIf, befare the expiry of the session
immegdizicly following (h¢ session or th: successive seusions aforesaid, both houses agree in making any
madificalion in the rule az both howusss agres thar the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafier have
effea only in such modified from or be of no effeqt, as the case may be, so, however, thai any such
modification or annulmen shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previcusly don= under thay
rulz.

(2) Every mulz mads under this Act by o State Government shall be laid, 25 s0on 88 may be after 11 18
notified, before the Sute Eegislature.

(1) {I any difficulty anse< in giving cffect to the provisions of this Act the Union Govemment may, by
order publised in the official garette, make such provision not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act
as appear 1o 11 10 be necesqary ar expedient for remaval of tie ditficutty:

Provided 1k no such order shall b2 made after the expiry of a period of two years from the date of

commencement of this Act

(2) Every order mads= undet this section shal) as soon as may be after it is mad=, be laid before the houses

. Natipnal Sazarity Guards.
. Assom Rifles.

. Specml Serviee Bureau.

. Special Braneh {C1D). Andsman and Nicobar.

. The Crime Branch-CID, - CB, Dadra and Napos Haveli

of partiament

THE SCHEDULE
{Sec section 16 (1))

fnt=1ligencs and Secunity Orgarusatians Eseblished by ths Uiion Gosernment
Intelligence Bureaun.
Reszarch and Amlysis Wing of ths Cabinat Secretariat
Directoraiz of Revienue Imellip=nce.
Centrn] Economic Intelbigense Borenw
Directorate of Enforcement.
Nareotics Control Bureau -
Aviation Research Cenlre. T
Speeial Frandi=t Foree.
Border Secumy Foree.

. Cenira) Reserve Police Foree
. Inda Tibztan Border Police.

Central \ndustial Security Force. ¢

Dircetornte of Vigilunce including Anti Corruption Branch, National Capital Territory of Delhi.

. Special Branct, Lakshagwerp Pufice.

6l
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