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A REPORT ON THZ NATIONAE PaxES AND WILD LIFE SANCTUARIES

(ZSQULVALINT RESSHVES) OF INDIA

writien for the Goverrment of India, for the First Wold
Conference on National Tarks, by E. .P. Gee (Nember,
Executlive Coumittee, Indian Board for Wild Life).

1. ABSTHACT

Something very akin to the modern 'national park idea’ is
te be foyrnd in the historicnl literature of India of th~ period

30% B.C. to 242 5.0, The first national park te be cre..ed 1n
modern times was in 1935, and three more have been constituted

since 1855. A number of very fine wild life sapctuariss are
on the verge of being up~graged into naticonal. parks.

Naetional purks and sanctuaries in India ars..a State concern,
nd do not ceme under the Union Government; but provision is being
made te ensure, their national character so that they may rank
ar:ong the world's Tfinest national parls. .hey come under the
jurisdiction of the Forest Departuents of the States of the
Indian Union.

Kational parks and sanctuaries in Indisa gene”ally follow the
seire patiern and zre founded on thesause principles as in western
couniries, subject to modifications leidteu by conditions
peculler to ludia. 4 'Definition' of a national park has been
crificially sdo i in India, and a =zct of 'Standards' has been
drafted and mh;lt‘ finalizastion.

The purroses, principles and pclicic: of tional parks in
HiGdi g u$'expresscd and lmnlled in the 'Defini flon and 'Standards’!
crvotion of theindigencous wild life in its
thenstural scenic beauty. Loncentrdted

v:s tor use is encouragsed within the limits an*lublllty of
acecommodution, transport and thescourity of wild life itself,

Plans for ithe fuiurc includc hi up—-groding of the more
important sanctumries 1o bgoomo navienal parks, gnd the joint
GLVP]Opm“QL ¢1Nc3LlL_4V of thouse nctiurcl wurks-by the Union and
State Sovernuwents. The importance of educeciion throughout the
country is Tully rgall:vug te cnesure the fullest understanding and
appreciation of tThe valuwes ef ~1lonfl porss and thelr optimun
use.rBoth home und fo“ﬁ'gn TCW“JGm 15 being encouraged and

stepped up to the grestest por-isle dgprac

& system of 'Information Tables' ¢ netional parks has been
devised and officially wdopted in Inddg. asnd is recommended for
world-wide zdeption and use. Nomenclature and terminology have
riceived full astiention, and & publicetion on this subject is
being oprinted. '
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beauty or holding veluable fauyna where it may not be possible

to forego such forcst operations (where they are alrcady being
dene), the natural scenic beauty uhOUld be preserved as far .

as possible, and certain arcas should be left strictly protected
as '}gggg_ggggjgg;&gﬁ' or abhqydrdnya.AA

B That the exlstln and 1nd1genous wild life of the area
wust be _strictly erﬁLfyﬁd Tor th ngoyment of future genera-
tions. This implies that nor'for91 n' or exotic species of fauna

ammm

or flora should be introduced, thouszh a speciéS WHiGh once

ﬂrlszei in the srea and has within historical times become
extinet ¢an be rvwlntrouuced‘ if an expert ccological study

I L e
o

oF the ar: . LavoursiSuch™a Biep. A netional park may preserve

either rare and valuable species of fauna in- danger of

extincetion, or itypical fauna represc ntutlvn of" the region, or
& coubinaiion of both. -

4. That development of the arca wuct be carefully planned
and executed S0 ag to provide for ity enjoyment by the public

ab by forecign visitors in such = way ns te leave the natural

cnic beauty snd wild 1ife unimpaired for future gencrations.
Thls mesns bhaﬁ 1cpj,a roads should be madc, and rozds and paths
inside the purk for the use of visitors. anl that rest houses
and such Fultdwlc seoommodation should be pr0v1ded ind that™
mwetor transport, rldlu elephants, boats and so forth be

provided os loca conditons wmay dewand,
LT That nationel parics, wherever possible, must be of such

L8ize ws to meke them visble and ccolo sicul units, and
cowprohensive units enbracing the amount of tcrrl&ory T“qured
for cffcetive udmlniotruthn antd fow tbo Cbntl iuance of the

IR‘ILi&LIJMaLiJL F wuna sl Woz- e

145 LU ISLATION

As wild lifc iz o State subjoct, the legislation for
the ersuticon of parks will be enacted by the State Legislatures
coencerned. 1t is considered advisszil: that there should be a
scparate act ol the State Legisluture fow Cth park, and not
ATeral PRz or ah uniblln Act for woverul parkts. It is
LQO""cndf et The nodel blll as drivn up by the Indian Board
or Wild Life znd approved of bJ the Luw Hinistry, should be

r

= Li -

1

ipb%__ﬁg a buasis for any State legislotion, in order %o ensure
]uz* Tormity i@ an all-India charactoer in vhe nures of the
couniry.

L5 the teri 'metionalt has a conotiy-wide, s1l-India
plgnificence; 1t is receoumuended to Stot: UMV““PWVDt - that the
siaadsrds ws 1sid down should be surictly ndhnercd tc, and that

o orovel of tho Indimn Beuntd for Wild I ﬁfb.bexnbtaiSEd
DbiOWC designating o park o8 & n tlorncl narw. & park in a
TtatyeEn then Lo GédiCath v P (5 wr11U4, cnd become a
naticngl ﬂrvL. Ehpldtme tionel g > 310 e country whiech
&ri up to the stendards ]416 Setin uEbUlu reiain an originally
conotituted.
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‘It ie recognised that education in the need for nature
conservation and appreciation of the countryside and its
beauties is of tuntawount importance. This is to some degree
being done, but s great deal more is necessury in this sphere,
in order 1o bring sbout a proper reslization. of the cul tural,
scientific, recreational, inspirational and economic advantages
of national parks, for the people of Indie and alsc for ell
mankind. Saa  ° ; -

. Tourism is now the fifth largest earncr of foreign _
exchange in India, and the importance of wild life and national
parks in the development of the foreign tourist traffic is
fully realised. Plans zre in operation to endeavour to
increase the flow of tourists from other countries to visit
and enjoy the wagnificent wild life heritage of India.

8, INFCRMATION TABLES ON NATIONAL PLRKS.

1t is particularly important to know the best times of
the year for visiting national parks. In many parts of the
world including India, there are certain rainy seasons, certain
S¢asons of intense heat and so on, which people are well advised
to avoid if they can. These 'seasons' vary considerably =——-
even frowm plsce to place in the same country; and unless one
can . find cut beforehand the climestic conditions of each place

.- 1n cach month of the year, it is iwmpossible to plen one's. tour
- With an assursnce that one is making the best of one's 1imited

time,

India has devised o systenw of 'Informetion Tables' which
gives .in compreesscd and labulated forwm just what is wanted.

A glence at the "teble' for emch place shows exauctly what the
%weather conditions, temperature and 50 on will be in ecach month.
of the yeour. Other itews of interest to visitors ere also given,
such as best times for tccing and photogravhing wild life,
Seeling spring flowers, enjoying autuunal conditions, fishing
and so on.

Yor exgople, iv i no use visitors going to the Corbett
Hztionzgl Perl: (in Utier Tradeek) during the nonths of June 1o
Novewber, for this Purei is then quitec inaccescible owing to
“onsoon rains, March and April are the best months forfthis
rlzce, vhile January, February and kay arc alsc good, and
Decenber ic possivle if the roads arc opon then. On the other
hand June 1o Vetcher are the best ponths for visiting Dzchigam
Sanctusry {in Keshmir). ind the Lird sanctuary of Rengenthittoo
is at its best in July and sugust, lLcoladeo Ghana in August
end September, and Vedanthengul in Decenber, January and February,

Consequently in Indis each wonth of the year at each place
is given a rating or index number. The best wonths are rated gt
D5 and the worst wt 1. Tie rating O weans that the rlece camnot
be visited et all ot that time. These ratings asre as follows:.

b Dest tine of w3).

4 HNeurly as gsood.

3o Alright, but lees (gong,

d Fossible, but nat " 1y recommended.

g Just posgible o4 tlivei, 110t recommended.
)

lmpos.ible, or nct eiioved, or closed.

From the waxinum ani Linikun tempersturcs :nd bricd notes on

Weathcr conditions the traveller knows vhat to expeet and what

‘?1othing cte. to tuke with Nin, Zach place has its own
‘Iniormatlog T&blo'. A% an exawple, the 'toble’ for Heziranga
Sencturary is given hoves-
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