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Present Day Postscript 
 

A decision was taken, in consultation with Ashish Kothari, one of the editors, to 
electronically publish this draft directory of national parks and sanctuaries in Gujarat, along 
with the finalised directories of some other states. It was specifically decided to leave-in the 
marginal comments of the various reviewers, mostly Ashish Kothari, the late Pratibha 
Pande, and Farhad (Bingo) Vania, so that the information available was as authentic as 
possible, and all the doubts and queries explicitly listed. The decision to include these 
scribbles was also made in consultation with Ashish, though he did specify that I needed to 
verify that no one had made any rude comments. This involved my having to read and 
decipher each of the comments, many of them in pencil and faded over time.  

I am relieved to report that I only found one rude comment, that by Farhad (Bingo) Vania, 
who, at the foot of page 66, encircled the names Ashish Kothari, Pratibha Pande, Shekhar 
Singh and Dilnavaz Variava, mentioned as a part of a citation of an earlier publication, and 
remarked “Not again !”. Though his remark was in pencil and had somewhat faded over the 
last thirty years, it had not lost its significance, and I have retyped the words under the hand 
written comment – so that they are easy to read. 

In fact, in many places where, in the scanned version, the hand writing was too faded to 
read easily, I have retyped the original hand written remarks, leaving the handwriting as it 
is, in order to retain the historical flavour. 

While scanning this manuscript, we found that many of the maps that should have been a 
part of the directory sheets were not included in the manuscript, but were in a separate 
folder. Therefore, they had not been included when the pages got numbered, mostly, 
judging by the handwriting, by Ashish. These maps have now been inserted in the directory, 
hopefully in their correct locations. They have also been allotted the page number of the 
preceding page with the letters “a”, “b” or “c” suffixed, as required. 

It is hoped that this draft directory, though never finalised and published like those for some 
of the other states, will still have some value because of the data it contains, especially as a 
baseline to compare with today’s reality. 

Happy reading. 

 

Shekhar Singh 
December 1, 2020 
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